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Bagpiper Serenades for 
Dollars on New Year’s

Sun Staff Reports
The sounds of Auld Lang Syne 

on the bagpipes will ring through 18 
Alameda bars this evening thanks 
to the ambitious fundraising efforts 
of East Bay resident Andy MacKay.

“Tonight is the most exciting 
night of the year back home in 
Scotland,” MacKay said. “I’d like to 
share this excitement with fellow Al-
amedans and Bay Area folk.” 

MacKay said that he hopes to 
bring New Year’s cheer to Alam-
eda, have some fun, and raise some 
much-needed funds for a great cause.
Mackay’s performances during the 
Pipe-A-Thon will raise money for a 
cause near and dear to his heart.

“This year the donations collected 
will be in memory of my father, Ber-
tie MacKay, who died in the United 
Kingdom in February after losing his 
battle with cancer,” MacKay said. He 
will be collecting money to support 
all who are affected by this disease. 

MacKay will have some help. 
The Collectors — aka Jake and El-
wood Blues — will accompany him 
around the city, to “strong arm” do-
nations as necessary.

They’ll start at McGee’s at 6 p.m. 
before visiting Angela’s, Speisekam-
mer, Lemon Tree, Churchward, 
American Oak, Lost Weekend, Hob-
nob, Lucky 13, Fire Den, Club House, 
Z’s, The Swell Bar, Forbidden Island, 
Wally’s, Fireside, Shamrock and 
1400. MacKay said the he’ll per-
form about five minutes at each bar. 
“Blink and you’ll miss us,” he said. 
He encourages folks to get out to a 
bar early to get in on the action. 

MacKay is asking the community 
to come out the bars, cheer him on 
and help fight cancer with a donation. 

Pipe-A-Thon to fight cancer at several local bars tonight

Andy MacKay

Andy MacKay will make 
the rounds tonight with his 
bagpipes to raise money 
to fight cancer.
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Sun Staff Reports

January
Alameda Fire Department and 

the city’s Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) joined forc-
es to find an at-risk missing teenager 
at Alameda Point as 2014 came to 
a close. The CERT team’s efforts 
served to underscore the impor-
tance of community assistance in lo-
cal emergencies and times of need.

A windstorm brutalized the ur-
ban forest on New Year’s Day, with 
five police reports of trees and 
branches fallen on cars, and more 
than 30 trees felled at the Chuck Co-
rica Golf Course. Years of drought 
have affected local trees, and more 
were lost later in winter.

Civil rights icon Ruby Bridges 
came to town to speak to students 
and families at a fundraising con-
cert Jan. 24 at Kofman Auditorium; 
the event sought to raise money 
for the fifth grade classes at Ruby 
Bridges Elementary School, for stu-
dents to attend a three-day outdoor 
camp in the Santa Cruz mountains.  

Mystery goo covered local 
shorebirds at Crown Beach, with 
affected birds as far as San Lean-
dro Marina and along the Hayward 
shoreline. International Bird Rescue 
said that more than 360 birds were 
affected and at least 38 had died. 
The mystery goo was never fully 
identified and no culprit named.

Pagano’s Hardware, a long-
time tenant of Lincoln Avenue, an-
nounced plans to move to Central 
Avenue’s Neptune Plaza shopping 
center. The Oakland Raiders hon-
ored local students at a ceremony 
on the gridiron, and the Island City 
earned a “B” from the American 
Lung Association for its smoke-free 
and tobacco-control policies.

February
Tim Lewis Communities (TLC) 

announced it was giving $2 million to 
the city to help develop Jean Swee-
ney Open Space Park. The money 
came from an agreement TLC made 
with the city in return for TLC’s 
inability to provide the required 
amount of open space at its nearby 
Del Monte warehouse project.

Philip Hu was selected to fill the 
seat on the Board of Education va-
cated by Mayor Trish Spencer when 
she took office. Hu was among 
23 applicants for the seat; he will 
serve out Spencer’s two-year term.

Sean McPhetridge, interim su-
perintendent of Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD), was named 
superintendent on his birthday Feb. 
10. McPhetridge replaced Kirstin 
Vital, who left to run the Capistrano 
School District. The new superinten-
dent has experience in teaching and 
administration and is credited with 
having saved Alameda Science and 
Technology Institute (ASTI) from 
closure.

City Manager John Russo an-
nounced his resignation with a plan 
to move to the city of Riverside, 
Calif. He joined former Alameda Mu-
nicipal Power head Girish Balachan-
dran, who also moved to Riverside 
to run the public utility there.

March
AUSD planned to tackle school 

security concerns after a series of 
break-ins and confrontations rat-
tled teachers, students and admin-
istrators at Bay Farm and Edison 
elementary schools. Edison fami-
lies planned to discuss installing a 
perimeter fence and security gate; 
vandalism at Bay Farm included 
graffiti, broken windows and stu-
dents’ work destroyed.

The new bike path along Shore 
Line Drive was officially opened 
and dedicated in March. Mayor 
Spencer was on hand to cut the rib-
bon. The new design met with both 
praise and criticism, and a learning 
curve that involved cars driving or 
parking in the bike path.

Assistant City Manager Liz 
Warmerdam was tapped to fill 
Russo’s spot as interim city man-
ager. Warmerdam, an Army veteran, 
came with an impressive back-
ground in city management, devel-
opment and finance.

April
The Alameda Fire Department 

paid more than $1 million in over-
time in 2014, a fact that came to 
light in a budget analysis by the 
Alameda Sun in spring. The depart-
ment also spent almost $200,000 on 
acting pay, which pays for an em-
ployee to temporarily hold a higher 
paid position when the department 
is short-staffed due to active ser-
vice out in the field. 

A Hercules man, Charles Kim-
brough, was sentenced to 25 years 
to life in prison for the Alameda mur-
der of an Oakland marijuana grower 
in 2011. The murder took place at 
the Summer House apartment com-
plex; Kimbrough was convicted of 
the murder in August 2014.

Alameda native and Alameda 
High School alum James Hahn just 
missed the cut at the 2015 Masters 
Tournament in Augusta, Ga., in 
April. Hahn posted a solid one-over-
par 73 in the first round of his first 
major tournament, putting him on 
course to make the projected cut af-
ter the second round. However, he 

Dennis Evanosky
Just after 11 a.m. on Monday, 

Dec. 28, a caller to the Alameda 
Police Department dispatcher 
said that there was bag contain-
ing dynamite next to a tree on 
the 700 block of Lincoln Avenue. 
APD alerted the Alameda County 
Sheriff Department Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Squad. 

The scare prompted APD to 
restrict traffic on Lincoln Avenue 
between Webster Street and Con-
stitution Way. Police also evacu-
ated the buildings around the 
spot where the suspected dyna-
mite lay in a bag. Members of the 
EOD squad arrived and quickly 
determined that the suspected 
explosives were nothing more 
than a movie prop. The EOD 
Squad confiscated the bag and 
the movie prop. There was no pa-
perwork in the bag with the prop. 

APD lifted restrictions about 
1 p.m. Authorities currently 
have no leads on who may have 
placed the movie prop or why it 
was placed on Lincoln Avenue. 

Movie Prop Brings 
Out Bomb Squad

Robert Kahuanui

A member of the Alameda County Sheriff Department 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Squad holds a 
bundle of what appears to be six sticks of dynamite. 
Further inspection revealed that the bundle was a 
movie prop. 

File photos

Left: On March 5, The 
US Coast Guard Cutter 
Waesche returned from 79 
days at sea in the Pacific 
to an enthusiastic crowd of 
friends and family at Coast 
Guard Island. 

Below: the first city-wide 
student spelling bee in a 
long time took place with 
60 kids competing. Five 
students gained passage 
to the county spelling 
bee; Otis School’s Hazel 
Purins won the honor of 
Alameda’s top speller.

File photo

In April, Harbor Bay 
Landing cut several trees 
down over the opposi-
tion of several residents, 
including Mayor Spencer 
(pictured at left) but halted 
the removal until the city 
could review the scope of 
the project.
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Sun Staff Reports
The City Council is scheduled 

to discuss rent stabilization and 
other tenant-related issues at its 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, meeting. To ensure 
seating is available for a larger 
audience, the city has changed 
the location of the meeting from 
the Council Chambers at City Hall 
to the Kofman Auditorium in the 
Historic Alameda High School, 2200 
Central Ave.

Doors will open at 5 p.m. and 
speaker slips will be available at 
that time. The council will sit in 
closed session at 5:30 p.m. and 
the regular meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. The city stated in a press 
release that it will implement an 
alternating speaker slip system to 
ensure everyone has equal access 
and time to speak.

“While the rent review process 
is the primary agenda item, this is 
a regular City Council meeting with 
other business to address as well,” 
the city stated. The agenda and 
staff reports are available at www.
alamedaca.gov/agendas. 

Because broadcast facilities are 
not available at Kofman Auditorium, 
the city will not broadcast the meet-
ing live on television. Instead the 
city will web-stream the meeting live 
for viewing at www.alamedaca.gov/
live-webcast-city-meetings.  

The City Council faces a range 
of options to enhance tenant pro-
tections. According to the city 
these include a combination of:

n Reviewing rent increases
n Limiting the grounds for evic-

tions

Rent Review on Jan. 5 
Council Meeting Agenda

Shooter 
Pleads ‘Not 
Guilty’
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Dennis Evanosky
According to her own con-

fession to police, Donna Marie 
Qualls, 54, fatally shot Emman-
uel Emmett Christy, 73, while 
he slept on Thursday, Dec. 3 
(“Local Murder Case Looms,” 
Dec. 10). She then called the 
Alameda Police Department 
(APD) and waited at the scene 
of the murder she had already 
confessed to.  

“It’s usually doesn’t hap-
pen this way,” said APD Lt. Jill 
Ottaviano. “It’s unusual for the 
person to commit the crime and 
then wait for police to show up. 
Usually we have to go through a 
long search for suspects.”  

Not only did Qualls wait for 
police. She had already told 
APD’s dispatcher what she had 
done. In his probable cause 
statement, APD Detective Alex 
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