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HAPPY

HOWDY DOODY DAY
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Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 7:23 16:57
Dec. 28 7:23 16:57
Dec. 29 7:24 16:58
Dec. 30 7:24 16:59
Dec. 31 7:24 16:59
Jan. 1 7:24 17:00
Jan. 2 7:25 17:01

Betty Young

HOMETOWN NEWS
New Year reading   Page 8
Local literati to read Catcher in 

the Rye New Year’s Day.

Animal shelter calendar on 
sale now.

HOMETOWN NEWS 
FAAS Calendar     Page 12

Downtown merchants awarded  
for holiday windows.

HOLIDAY SEASON
Window Contest      Page 5

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Part 1: January thru June

Jim Franz ‘Retires’
The year began with the city 

giving Jim Franz, aka the “Energizer 
Bunny,” a royal send off. Franz 
moved to Alameda in 1981, where 
he got a job with the Red Cross and 
volunteered to sit on Alameda’s 
Social Service Human Relations 
Board. 

His involvement in commu-
nity affairs so impressed his fel-
low Island City dwellers that they 
named him “Man of the Year” and 
“Humanitarian of the Year.” 

When Franz retired on Jan. 11, 
he was serving as the city’s com-
munity development coordinator. 
“I’m sure we haven’t seen the last 
of him,” a high-ranking city official 
told the Alameda Sun on condition 
of complete anonymity. 

It turned out that the source was 
correct. Despite rumors that aliens 
were attempting to abduct (or had 
possibly abducted) Franz from his 
farewell party, the Alameda Sun was 
hearing from him as late at Dec. 16. 

Teachers Take to the Streets
The Alameda Education 

Association (AEA), the union that 
represents teachers in Alameda’s 
public school system, began reach-
ing out to businesses along Park 
and Webster streets on Jan. 23. 

Teachers wore red T-shirts 
while visiting shops in the city’s 
two major business districts. They 
asked the business owners to post 
AEA signs in their windows. The 
signs feature an anchor, the teach-
ers’ campaign logo.

“Alameda educators ‘anchor’ 
the community, hence the logo and 
sign with anchor theme” said AEA 
president Judith Klinger. 

The teachers hoped to convince 
Alameda businesses and their cus-
tomers to support AEA’s efforts in 
ongoing salary negotiations with 
the school district. Alameda Unified 
School District salaries are the low-
est in Alameda County, the teachers 

2018: Year in Review
Looking back on Alameda’s news the last 52 weeks

Alameda Sun

Stories 
above the 
fold of this 
special edi-
tion of the 
Alameda 
Sun related 
some of the 
tales behind 
Jim Franz’ 
retirement 
last January. 

Dennis Evanosky

Clad in union T-shirts and displaying union signs, Alameda Unified School District 
teachers met at the Island City Brewery in January as they prepared to march on 
Park Street. Their activism paid off: the union and the school district tentatively 
agreed a new contract just last week. See the story on this page. 

Left: Gary Lenhart; right: File Photo

During Black History Month in 2018, Rasheed Shabazz, right, began promoting the 
idea of changing the name of Haight Elementary School. Shabazz pointed out that 
Haight was a racist, whose name did not belong on a school attenended by people 
of color. As the year drew to a close, stakeholders voted to rename the school 

pointed out. AEA also wanted the 
community to know that a first-year 
teacher with family medical cover-
age takes home just $31,000 in that 
first year. 

City Dedicates Estuary Park
The Alameda Recreation and 

Parks Department held a grand 
opening ceremony for the new 
Estuary Park on Jan. 20. The eight-
acre park is located at 200 Mosley 
St. on the estuary just east of 
Alameda Point and the Main Street 
Ferry Terminal. 

The park is built on land that 
was conveyed from the Navy to the 
City of Alameda in 2009. The prop-
erty had lain dormant for years.

Facilities at the park include 
a city football field, a lighted syn-
thetic turf field for soccer, foot-
ball, lacrosse and rugby and the 
“Challenger Field” that provides 
inclusive play opportunities for 
children of all abilities. 

February

Time for a Change
During this year’s Black History 

Month, Alameda historian Rasheed 
Shabazz introduced the idea of 
renaming Haight Elementary School 
(pictured below as it appeared in 
1875.) He reminded Alamedans 
that many students of color were 
attending a school named for an 
avowed racist. 

Many remember Henry Huntly 
Haight as the governor who signed 
the University of California’s birth 
certificate.

 Shabazz pointed out, however, 
that Haight, who lived on Alameda’s 
West End, used the powers of his 
office to prevent citizenship and 
voting rights from being extended 

to non-white California residents. 
The Democratic majority followed 
Haight’s lead and rejected the 15th 
Amendment in January 1870. 

Athough enough states soon 
ratified  the amendent to place it 
as part of the Constitution, it  took 
California more than a century to 
ratify the 15th Amendment, finally 
doing so in 1962. 

The 15th amendment granted 
African American men the right 
to vote. The amendment declared 
that that the “right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any state on account 
of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude.”

Just this month, the community 
voted to change the school’s name 
from Haight to “Love.” 

Ocean Cleanup Finds a Home
Five large patches of garbage, 

called gyros, swirl around the 
earth’s oceans. The largest clogs 
aquatic life in the Pacific Ocean. 
The Ocean Cleanup, a Dutch non-
profit has designed a system to 
help clean up that mass of refuse 
and debris.

The company opened opera-
tions at Alameda Point, where it 
began assembling its 2,000-foot 
long system. This system would 
sweep concentrated plastic from 
the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch.” 

The company plans to sell 
the debris to recyclers. Ocean 
Cleanup assembled its system on 
dry land, lowered it into Seaplane 
Lagoon and towed it out through 
the Golden Gate on the way to 
clean up the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch. 

b YEAR: Page  3

Sun Staff Reports
Pictured above (not nec-

essarily left to right) are: Will 
Durst and his merry band of 
pranksters: famed political 
comic Durst himself, notori-
ous raconteur Johnny Steele, 
major award-winner Debi Durst, 
Captain Syntax Michael Bossier, 
the glamorous Mari Magaloni 
and — last but not least — the 
beguiling, yet troubled, Arthur 
Gaus, Esq.

This motley band will appear 
7 p.m. sharp, Friday evening, 
Jan. 3, at Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, 2513 Blanding Ave., with 
their end-of-the-year comedy 
extravaganza. 

The troupe is prepared to 
lampoon, satirize, mock, scoff, 

scorn, taunt, tease, rib and ridi-
cule the people and events of 
the past year. 

Although they promise (fin-
gers crossed) to do it with a 
modicum of taste and decorum.

This year’s show fea-
tures an uproarious collec-
tion of skits, songs, sketches 
and stand-up, all based on 
the wacky, zany antics that 
occurred in 2018. These fea-
ture President Donald Trump, 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un 
and include the year’s hur-
ricanes, wildfires, floods and 
for all Durst knows, an actual 
Sharknado.

Advanced tickets are $28 or 
$35 at the door. Call 865-5060 or 
visit rhythmix.org,

Gary Cullen Pictures

Enjoy a Big Fat New Year 
Kiss Off Comedy Show

Sun Staff Reports
Judge Dellbert Gee, right, 

administers the oath of office to 
new City Councilmember John 
Knox White on Dec. 18. Knox 
White will take his seat on the 
Council with the city’s new mayor, 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, newly 
elected Councilmembers Tony 
Daysog and Jim Oddie, as well as 
Councilmember Malia Vella. 

Oddie, whose term had 
expired, was elected to fill 
the seat vacated when Ezzy 
Ashcraft won the majority. 

As tradition dictates, as the 
top vote-getter in the 2018 City 
Council race, Knox White will 
step into the role as Vice Mayor.  
Malia Vella had served the city 
in that role for the past two 
years. As part of the ceremo-
nies, the city bid farewell to 
outgoing Mayor Trish Spencer 
and City Councilmember Frank 
Mataresse. 

The new City Coucil will hold 
its first meeting on Wednesday, 
Jan. 2, in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, 2263 Santa Ave.

New City Council Sworn 
Into Office, Takes Seats 

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft

Franz family

“Retiree” Jim 
Franz hits a 
high note on 
his horn. 

Teachers, District Reach 
Tentative Agreement

Sun Staff Reports
Negotiators for the Alameda 

Unified School District (AUSD) and 
the Alameda Education Association 
(AEA) reached a tentative agree-
ment Thursday, Dec. 20, in nego-
tiations over salary and other con-
tract considerations. 

Under the terms of the one-year 
agreement, members of the AEA, 
which represents teachers, nurses, 
speech and language pathologists, 
as well as counselors, will receive a 
4.5 percent salary increase. 

Members of the California State 
Education (CSEA)-27, which repre-
sents office and technical workers 
and paraprofessionals, and CSEA 
860, which represents custodial, 
maintenance and food service 
workers, accepted the 4.5 percent 
raises in August.

AEA and AUSD have been nego-

tiating for the past 14 months. Over 
the course of that time, representa-
tives agreed to provisions that gave 
AEA members an additional profes-
sional development day and cre-
ated employee-longevity compensa-
tion for years of service. If the AEA 
ratifies the agreement, the school 
board will vote on ratification at its 
regular meeting on Jan. 22, 2019.

“I’m grateful to our bargaining 
team for getting this done,” said 
AEA President Judith Klinger. “I’m 
looking forward to taking this to 
our members for their votes.”

“I am heartened to announce 
this news before AEA’s mem-
bers began winter break,” said 
Superintendent Sean McPhetridge, 
“We have been working hard to find 
more money for our employees. 
I hope this news brightens their 
time off.”


