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Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda-based national
security cutter Bertholf and crew
returned home Monday following
a 82-day counter-narcotics patrol
to the Eastern Pacific Ocean. The
crew of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter
Bertholf (WMSL 750) returned to
its homeport at Coast Guard Island
after offloading more than 18,000
pounds of cocaine in San Diego
worth more than an estimated $312
million on Dec. 18.
The drugs represented seven
separate suspected drug smuggling vessel interdictions and disruptions by five Coast Guard cutter crews patrolling international
waters of the Eastern Pacific Ocean
off the coasts of Mexico, Central

and South America between midOctober and early December.
Bertholf’s crew was responsible
for three interdictions, seizing 5,851
pounds of cocaine worth more than
an estimated $100 million.
Vice Adm. Linda L. Fagan, Coast
Guard Pacific Area commander, U.S.
Attorney Robert Brewer, Southern
District of California and Principal
Deputy Administrator Preston
Grubbs, Drug Enforcement Agency
addressed Bertholf’s crew prior to
the offload.
“This offload demonstrates
another successful example of the
‘Cycle of Justice,’” said Fagan. “This
File photos
cycle begins with intelligence- In January, some residents expressed concern over a lack of parking at this prodriven detection and monitoring posed hotel, still on schedule for Park Street at Clement Avenue.
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Remembering the Island’s best

sports achievements
2019.
LAST WEEK’S
PUZZLEof SOLUTIONS

2019: Year in Review
Dennis Evanosky
A look at 2019 through the
pages of the Alameda Sun.

THE PUZZLES PAGE

Sudoku & more Page 4
Sharpen your pencils for that
newspaper tradition!

HOMETOWN NEWS

Menorah lighting Page 8
Mayor brings light to the night
at Chanukah celebration.

Sarah Burningham

Parents and students at Love Elementary School rallied
at key intersections to remind drivers to slow down near
schools. Above, one family volunteered at the corner of
Willow Street and Lincoln Avenue.

Parents Rally Again
for School Zone Safety
WEST END NEWS

New Year’s Eve Page 11
USS Hornet Museum among
the cool end-of-year venues.
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Sun Staff Reports
Parents and students at Love
Elementary School held demonstrations on various street corners the morning of Dec. 18 before
school started. At the intersections
of Willow and Chestnut streets
with Lincoln Avenue and Chestnut
with Santa Clara Avenue, the most
dangerous intersections near the
school, residents gathered with
posters and signs to remind drivers of the school zone and to drive
carefully.
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft,
Vice Mayor John Knox White and
Councilmember Malia Vella all
joined the demonstration.
Love Elementary parent, and
one of the demonstration’s organizers, Susan Burningham, spoke
at the City Council meeting the
night before. Rachel Plato, Love
Elementary PTA President and
Lauren Gehringer also led the demonstration with support from other
parents and students.
Burningham’s Statement to
Council on Student Safety
I live in Alameda and have a
student at Love Elementary.

I’m here tonight representing
parents and students across the
Island and to speak out against
the city’s current plan of action
which advocates for painting
crosswalks, installing stop bars
and replacing signs as a solution to the egregious traffic safety
issues here.
With this “plan,” you’ve done
nothing to fix the core problem
— offering to repaint and re-sign,
which are things that should have
been done years ago — and represent the same traffic thinking that
has created the problems we have
now. We have had eight kids hit by
cars since school started. Let me
just say that again. We have had
eight kids hit by cars.
They’ve been hit by cars at 25
mph. According to a 2011 study, 10
percent of car accidents at 23 miles
per hour result in a death. That
means we’re playing with fire. The
risk of death goes down by half at
20 miles per hour, and half again at
15 miles per hour.
But at this rate, it’s only a matter of time before one of these car
accidents kills someone.

Part One: January to June
January
The City Council opened the
year by approving a motion to
place the “Caring Alameda Act” as
Measure A on the April 9 ballot.
This put the city in direct competition with the McKay Avenue
Open Space initiative Measure B,
which wanted to convert the entire
stretch of McKay Avenue into open
space. Should the city’s act receive
more votes, then a zoning designation would stand. That would allow
the wellness center to take over
the buildings on the west side of
McKay that the federal government
had vacated.
Alameda’s generous nature
shone in January, responding to
a request for help from the Coast
Guard. “The East Bay Coast Guard
Spouses” turned to their Island City
neighbors to help their families
cope with the government shutdown. The Coast Guard remained
on duty throughout the impasse,
but the Coasties were not receiving their paychecks. This made it
particularly hard on Coast Guard
members with families.
Students from Alameda’s South
Korean Sister City Yeongdong-gun
paid a visit. They toured City Hall,
Semifreddi’s Bakery on Bay Farm
Island and the USS Hornet. They also
attended classes at the Academy
of Alameda, had some fun at the
Pacific Pinball Museum and enjoyed
lunch at Otaez Mexican Restaurant.

California State Junior High Spelling
Bee Championship. Alameda’s
poets laureate Gene Kahane and
Cathy Dana helped the bee’s founder Chuck Kapelke by acting as judges. Alameda Sun publisher Eric J.
Kos served as the spell master.
Kahane penned a special poem for
the occasion. The next bee will take
place Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020.
The city announced that the
City Council had unanimously
selected Eric Levitt as the new City
Manager. Levitt brought more than
25 years of experience to the job,
including stints as City Manager for
Janesville, Wisc., and Sedona, Ariz.
He faced competition from 28 other
applicants for the position.
A research team aboard the
R/V Petrel announce that they had
found the wreckage of the aircraft
carrier USS Hornet CV-8, the predecessor of today’s USS Hornet,
CV-12, which is docked at Alameda
Point. The CV-8 carried Alamedaborn Jimmy Doolittle and his fellow
pilots from Alameda on April 1,
1943, on the way to attack Japan
in the Doolittle Raid. The CV-8 was
lost on Oct. 26, 1942, after sustaining heavy damage during the Battle
of Santa Cruz.
The Friends of Crab Cove, who
were fighting to stifle the Alameda
Point’s Collaborative’s plans to
open a wellness center on McKay
Avenue, received some bad news
from the state of California. The
group had requested that the city
pull its Measure A from the April
9 ballot. The Fair Political Practice
Commission ruled against the
Friends and the group appealed the
decision. In its appeal the Friends
also asked the courts to order work
on the wellness center halted. A
Superior Court judge again ruled
against the Friends.

An Alameda-based technology company developing implants that can send
and receive signals from
the brain announced its
opening in January.

Submarine crews discovered the underwater resting place of Hornet CV-8,
sunk at the 1942 Battle of
Santa Cruz, in February.

February
The city selected Michael Sturz
and his team to refurbish the longshuttered Carnegie Library. Sturz
cofounded the successful nonprofMarch
it The Crucible in West Oakland.
Planning
Board
members found
Sturz’s proposal envisioned using
the library and the adjacent Foster a conditional use permit for the
House as the Carnegie Innovation city’s first marijuana dispensary
Hall. He lives just a few doors down on their March 11 agenda. The
the hall, which he said would com- business, which hoped to open on
bine education and entrepreneur- Webster Street told the board that
ship with the arts, performance, it intended to offer both space for
on-site consumption and a delivery
music and technology.
The city’s fourth annual spelling service.
The Alameda School District
bee was held at Otis Elementary
dismayed
the parents of its speSchool. Ella Banchieri dueled with
cial-needs
students in March by
Eland Morishige for the top honors, each correctly spelling the announcing that it was moving
words phenomenon, ricochet and a class for these students from Alameda High School’s
The contest ended Lincoln Middle School to Wood Ashley Chu celebrated a
b RALLY: Page 4 propinquity.
with Banchieri spelling the word Middle School. More than 300 $40,000 grant she won
scrumptious correctly. Banchieri parents signed a letter protesting from Amazon in April. Just
later won the Alameda County the idea. In an unrelated matter, 100 U.S. students were
b YEAR: Page 10 chosen for the award.
Housing Authority replacement of competition and qualified for the
existing low-cost housing units and
the proposed senior citizens’ lowcost housing complex.”
As Reynolds wondered what to
do, there was talk of scrapping the
idea of building just 12 units and
building the Church of the Nazarene
on the site. The city later gave in, and
the 24-unit Sycamore Condominiums
stand on the site today.
On Friday, March 23, the
Alameda Times-Star informed its
readers that the state of California
would soon require its cities to
adopt a new layer of investigation.
The state would place new construction projects under even more
scrutiny with a new tool — an environmental impact report. The following day Measure A disappeared
from the newspaper’s front page.
Alamedans would now see subjects that included the community’s Volunteers stepped up to feed active-duty U.S. Coast Guard service personnel who

Dissecting 1973 Measure A
Part Two of a series
Dennis Evanosky
Voters passed Measure A on
March 13, 1973. The lame-duck City
Council wasted little time in seeing
that the city properly brought the
city in line. At its March 20 meeting,
the Council voted 4-1 to immediately end issuing permits for “multiple
dwellings.”
To demonstrate just how seriously the city took Measure A, City
Attorney Fred Cunningham noted
that the city would not make any
exceptions to the ordinance. This
meant that the city would require
The Tahoe Apartments owner Frank
Reynolds to build just 12 units to
replace the 27 units that a Navy jet
had destroyed on Feb. 7, 1973.
Cunningham’s job was to shield
the city from lawsuits. No one could
sue if the city made no exceptions
other than those crisply spelled
out in Measure A: “the Alameda

b MEASURE: Page 3 had to go without pay during a government shutdown in January.

