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Councilman, Mayor 
Accused of Breaking Law

SUV Plunges into 
Water, Man Drowns

Gingerbread Masters 
Unveil ‘Crab Cove’

Mike Rosati

The diving crew and other officials gather around the SUV after it had been 
retrieved from deep in the Oakland Estuary. For more images from the scene,  
courtesy of Sun contributing photographer Mike Rosati, visit www.alamedasun.com.

Police Shutting 
Down COPPS

Marcella Welter
On Friday, Falcon’s Court, a non-

profit educational organization that 
presents living history programs 
at schools throughout California, 
brought the Renaissance to Wood 
Middle School to show the seventh 
graders what life was like in West-
ern Europe from the 14th to the 
17th centuries.  Students spent the 
morning meeting falconers, a min-
strel, a country dance fiddler and a 
master swordsman. 

The arms and armor workshop 
was a very exhilarating experi-
ence for the students. Sir Steven 
explained the stages in becoming a 
knight. Clad in Renaissance-themed 
costume, he told the gawking stu-
dents about huge swords, where 
you can find them, what ranks have 
to do with them and how to use 
them. 

He also talked of the geometry 
of swords and how they could be 
swung. He even demonstrated some 
moves, with the help of some very 
brave volunteers. Don’t worry. The 
instruments were blunted for safety.

In the band room, students met 
a minstrel holding a mysterious 
stringed instrument in the shape 
of a banjo with double strings and 
about 20 frets. He greeted them 
with a friendly smile and passed out 
papers with songs from the Renais-
sance. The students soon found out 
that the “banjo” was actually an oc-
tave mandolin.  

Daniel, the minstrel, told them 
about the Elizabethans and their 
passion for making music. He led 
them in singing songs that were 
played when Queen Elizabeth ar-
rived to address her people. One 
particular song “Rose Red” had an 
obscure meaning that Daniel helped 
the students uncover. They also 
sang fun rousing songs such as “The 
Rattlin’ Bog,” which was inspired by 
superstitious stories of fairies in the 
bog.

Another Renaissance experience 
was a dance class, with a fiddler 
playing lively tunes as she taught 
students square dancing and circle 
dancing. The energetic music was 
a festive part of the Renaissance, 
something that made the 1400s a 
beautiful time to live. She was also 
keen to tell the students that this 
activity was not a romantic one, but 
a social activity.  So it really was OK 
to hold hands!

In the falconry workshop, the 
students bubbled with excitement 

Courtesy photo

Master Robert Shallow looks on as seventh-grader Stella 
Campbell handles a hawk during the recent Falcon’s 
Court visit to Wood Middle School.

History Comes Alive at Wood Middle School

when they saw three birds perched 
in separate corners of the room.  
As the students calmly sat on the 
floor so as not to startle the birds, 
Lady Hawk and Master Shallow in-
troduced the birds: a great horned 
owl, a falcon and a hawk. 

Falconry is the trade of hunting 
in which one trains a bird to hunt. 
The birds teach us words to live 
by. The owl teaches us to use our 
other senses when the light is gone. 
The falcon teaches us we are able 
feel free and never have to stop and 
look back. Finally, The hawk teach-
es us to forgive. 

Afterwards the students wrote 
and drew their reflections on what 
they learned, creating a gallery of 
their work for other students to 
view. Then they wrote down their 
reflections and what they thought 
of the other students’ work and left 
comments on post-it notes on the 
posters.

The hands-on experience of life 
during the Renaissance made the 
past seem more real, and also made 
for a very fun day.

Marcella Welter is a seventh grad-
er at Wood Middle School.

Dennis Evanosky
A man died after drowning in 

the Oakland Estuary just after 7 
a.m., last Saturday morning when 
the vehicle he was driving plunged 
into the waters off the Bridgeside 
Shopping Center. The victim re-
portedly drove his SUV through 
the shopping center parking lot at 
Blanding Avenue and Broadway, 
past Nob Hill Foods and through a 
metal railing before sinking into the 
estuary waters.  

Witnesses later said that the 
driver did not brake and ended up 
in the estuary. 

Nob Hill cashier Brian Tetirick, 
still dressed in his work uniform, 
dove in and tried to save the man. 
Tetirick told KRON 4 News that he 
had just finished a transaction when 

a man came into the grocery store 
yelling for someone who could 
swim. After making two attempts 
to find the victim in the murky es-
tuary waters, Tetirick went home, 
changed his clothes and returned 
about 11 a.m. to finish his shift. By 
then rescuers had removed the 
SUV from the water and determined 
there were no other victims. 

Just after Tetirick’s attempts, an 
Alameda firefighter dove into the 
estuary and pulled the man from 
the SUV. AFD paramedics trans-
ported the victim to Highland Hos-
pital in Oakland, where attempts to 
save his life failed. 

Members of the Alameda Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office dive team joined 
AFD at the scene along with fire-
fighters from the San Francisco 

Fire Department and the Southern 
Marin Fire Protection District to 
help search for other victims. A 
U.S Coast Guard rescue boat and 
helicopter arrived to assist in the 
search for other victims. Reports 
that later proved unfounded said 
that there could have been as many 
as two other people in the vehicle 
when it went into the estuary. 

The Alameda County Coro-
ner’s office identified the victim 
as 31-year-old Jeffery Hardt from 
Oakland. Authorities are still inves-
tigating the cause of the accident. 
An Alameda firefighter, one of the 
department’s recue swimmers, 
suffered a minor injury during the 
incident.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky
On April 29 the city inked a 

memorandum of understanding to 
create an “Other Post-Employment 
Benefit” (OPEB) trust fund that 
would set aside and accumulate 
funds to cover payment of these 
benefits for sworn employees in the 
fire and police departments who 
pay into the trust and retire after 
Jan. 1, 2019. 

These “other” benefits include 
payments to retired employees that 
are not part of any pension. In es-
sence they are benefits that the city 
is “morally” obligated to pay. They 
include items like life insurance 
and healthcare premiums, as well 
as any deferred-compensation ar-
rangements. 

At its Tuesday, Dec. 15, meeting 
the City Council voted to appropri-
ate an additional $3 million into 
this trust fund — the larger part of 
the $5 million the city agreed to set 
aside last April. The city promised 
its firefighters and police officers 
to have $5 million in the fund by 
January 2016 and an additional $2 
million over the next five years. The 
city has kept its January 2016 prom-
ise with the Dec. 15 vote. 

The vote to add the $3 million to 
the fund was 3-2, with Mayor Trish 
Spencer and Councilman Tony Day-
sog voting “no.” The vote led Al-
ameda Firefighters IAFF Local 689 
president Jeff Del Bono to send out 
a Tweet alleging that Spencer and 
Daysog broke the law. 

Del Bono claimed that the pair 
committed “unfair labor practices.” 
In making his accusation the union 
president cited the contract ne-

gotiated with the city last April in 
which the city agreed to seed the 
trust fund with $5 million by Janu-
ary 2016. In an interview with East 
Bay Citizen reporter Steve Tavares, 
Del Bono called the Mayor and City 
Councilman “derelicts” for voting 
against bringing the trust fund up 
to the negotiated amount. 

This is not the first time Del 
Bono has traded barbs with Spen-
cer. Last April Spencer was quoted 
as saying that Local 689 got favor-
able contracts because then-City 
Manager John Russo wanted to 
“take care of the firefighters” before 
he departed for the Southland. 

Del Bono accused Spencer of at-
tempting to convince Vice-Mayor 
Frank Matarrese to vote with her 
against the firefighters’ contract. 
Matarrese voted for the contract. 

Daysog has taken Del Bono’s al-
legation that he “broke the law” se-
riously. So seriously, in fact, that he 
filed a formal request with City At-
torney Janet Kern that she conduct 
an inquiry into whether he violated 
any laws.

“What law I broke I am not sure, 
but I think we must look into this,” 
Daysog stated in his letter to Kern. 
“This is a serious allegation. I don’t 
think any such thing occurred.”

Contact Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) recently announced that 
the department would shut down 
its Community Oriented Policing 
& Problem Solving (COPPS) unit 
effective Jan. 1, 2016. APD blamed 
the closure on “recent retirements” 
and stated that the department was 
reassigning Officer Frank Peterson, 
who ran COPPS, to patrol duty. 

According to the announcement 
Peterson would no longer be able 
“to coordinate volunteer events, 
Neighborhood Watch meetings, 
building tours, ride-alongs, city and 
community meetings, or commu-
nity events.”

According to the city’s web-
site Peterson’s responsibilities 
also included Business Watch, the  
Citizen’s Academy, Alameda Bike 
Safety, as well as APD’s social me-
dia, including Facebook, NIXLE and 
Twitter.  

For some police departments 
COPPS goes beyond organizing 

meetings and ride-alongs. For ex-
ample Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) states on its website that 
COPPS is “an organization-wide po-
licing philosophy and management 
approach that promotes communi-
ty, government, police partnerships 
and proactive problem solving to 
reduce a jurisdiction’s crime and 
social disorder.” 

Tallahassee, Fla., also defines 
COPPS as a philosophy. “COPPS 
represents the core of the police 
response to problems within the 
neighborhoods,” that city’s website 
states. 

This is not the first time APD 
closed the unit. Budget cuts in 2005 
spelled an end to COPPS. 

APD pointed out that the de-
partment would “try to accommo-
date” requests it receives on the 
COPPS information line at 337-8305 
or by email at COPPS@alamedaca.
gov. APD said that the department 
would reopen the COPPS unit 
“when staffing permits.” 

Reassignment causes hiatus for  
community policing program

Union boss calls Mayor Spencer, 
Councilman Daysog ‘derelicts’

“This is a serious 
allegation. I don’t 
think any such 
thing occurred.”

— Councilman Tony Daysog
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Sun Staff Reports

Donna Eyestone (right) and her 11-year-old 
daughter, Emma, have created the seventh in 
a series of Alameda gingerbread replicas. This 

year’s creation is the Crab Cove Visitors Center on 
McKay Avenue. In past years, Donna and Emma 
created gingerbread versions of the Park Street 
Bridge, the Croll’s building on Webster Street, Park 
Street, Alameda City Hall, Alameda Theatre & 
Cineplex; and the Alameda Main Library.


