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HAPPY

GAMES DAY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 7:20 16:53
Dec. 21 7:20 16:53
Dec. 22 7:21 16:54
Dec. 23 7:21 16:54
Dec. 24 7:22 16:55
Dec. 25 7:22 16:55
Dec. 26 7:23 16:56

Betty Young

Xmas Tree Lane, Naval Air  
Museum special display, more!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
Special section     Page 6

ISLAND ARTS
Nutcracker             Page 10

Annual performance by 
Alameda Civic Ballet begins.

City looking for input on its 
plans for the West End.

THE CITY PAGE
Central Avenue        Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 11

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Eric J. Kos

A young lady enjoys a ride down the “zipline,” one of the many fun things to do at 
the newly opened Jean Sweeney Park. The city dedicated the park last Saturday on 
the site of the long-shuttered Alameda Belt Line railyard. 
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Great Fanfare, Fun at 
Sweeney Park Opening

WETA Ferry Facility 
Opens at the Point

Bonta Voted New 
School Board President

City Hosts Council ‘Hail 
and Farewell’ Meeting
Outgoing Council wraps up business 
as new Council waits in the wings

Dennis Evanosky
At its final meeting next 

Tuesday, Dec. 18, the outgoing City 
Council with Mayor Trish Spencer 
at the helm, is scheduled to vote 
on the final passage of three ordi-
nances. This meeting is scheduled 
to begin with a consideration of two 
financial reports at special meeting 
of the City Council and the suc-
cessor agency to the Community 
Improvement Commission at 5 p.m. 

The Council will then hold its 
regular meeting to decide, among 
other items:

n Whether to include an ordi-
nance in the municipal code that 
adopts new bird-safe building stan-
dards and updates outdoor lighting 
regulations consistent with dark-
skies standards.

n Whether to amend the can-
nabis ordinance already on the book. 
The new ordinance would tighten the 
definition of youth centers and rede-
fine “cannabis business owners.”

n Whether to approve of the 
ordinance that removes the “gov-
ernment” designation on the north-
west side of McKay Avenue. 

The first decision should reduce 
aviary collisions with man-made 
structures and allow for more effi-
cient night-time lighting. The sec-
ond will narrow the definition of 
youth centers and allow cannabis-
related businesses to open using 
the new definition. It will also bring 
the current ordinance’s definition of 
a cannabis businesses in step with 
state law.  Approval of the third 
ordinance on the agenda would 
give the green light to the well-
ness center at McKay and Central 
avenues to proceed. 

The final meeting of the outgoing 
City Council is scheduled to adjourn 
shortly before 7 p.m.  The meeting 
will then reconvene to host a “hail 
and farewell,” first thanking Mayor 
Trish Spencer and Councilmember 
Frank Matarrese for their service. 
The community will then welcome 
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, and 
new Councilmembers John Knox 

USS Hornet 
Hosts New 
Year’s Eve Gala

Sun Staff Reports
The USS Hornet Sea, Air and 

Space Museum will host a New 
Year’s Eve Big Band Gala that will 
raise funds for the museum’s educa-
tion department on New Year’s Eve, 
Monday, Dec. 31, from 7:30 p.m. to 
1 a.m. 

Dance to the music of the 
18-piece 3 O’Clock Jump big band 
that specializes in both jazz and 
standards. The band’s repertoire 
includes songs made famous by 
Count Basie, Glenn Miller and Harry 
James. 

The Swingin’ Blue Stars will also 
perform. They are best known for 
their vocal renditions in three-part 
harmony of the songs of the World 
War II era, especially those made 
famous by groups like the Andrews 
Sisters and the McGuire Sisters.

Jim Truesdale, a former Fred 
Astaire instructor, will make it eas-
ier for dancers to get out on one 
of the three, heated dance floors 
on the enclosed hangar deck. A 
midnight countdown will take place 
with the band or on the carrier’s 
flight deck with San Francisco fire-
works in the background. 

The evening includes a silent 
auction, no-host bars and food 
concessions. Tickets for the VIP 
Cabaret Seating cost $99; reserve 
seating, $79; general admission $60; 
general admission at the door, $65. 

Get tickets at eventbrite.com/e/
uss-hornet-sea-air-space-museum-
new-years-eve-gala-2018-tickets-
47522021646#tickets.

Water Emergency Transportation Authority 

Ferries docked at the newly opened Ron Cowan Central Bay Maintenance and 
Operations Facility at Alameda Point, which opened for service last Thursday. 

Sun Staff Reports
The San Francisco Bay Area 

Water Emergency Transportation 
Authority (WETA) officially 
opened the Ron Cowan Central 
Bay Maintenance and Operations 
Facility at Alameda Point last 
Thursday. 

Construction began in 
2016. Overaa Construction and 
Power Engineering Construction 
teamed up with KPFF Consulting 
Engineers and ROMA Design 
Group to design and build the 
facility. 4Leaf, Inc. oversaw the 
facility’s construction. 

Built to streamline WETA’s 

Veronica Hall
On Saturday, Dec. 15, the 

Alameda community celebrated a 
historic occasion with the grand 
opening of Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park. 

The 25-acre park is located 
on the former Alameda Belt Line 
Railroad property on the west side 
of the island. The site now includes 
open space areas and active uses 
such as a natural based playground, 
picnic pavilion and a segment of the 
Cross Alameda Trail for bicyclists 
and pedestrians. 

The newly opened park has a 
rich history behind it. When the 
railroad was decommissioned in 
the 1990s, the land was slated to be 
sold to a housing developer. 

After much research, Jean 
Sweeney found the original con-
tract between the City and the 
railroad. The contract entitled the 

ferry service operation, make 
routine maintenance and repairs 
of the vessels more efficient, the 
$50 million facility will serve as an 
operations and maintenance hub 
for WETA’s San Francisco Bay Ferry, 
as well as an emergency response 
center. 

Features of the new facility 
include:

n Marine facility with berthing 
slips for 12 ferry vessels

n Equipment and working yard 
that support light repair and main-
tenance work for WETA’s fleet of 
vessels

n Dispatch and operations hub

n Fuel facility with a storage 
capacity of 48,000 gallons

Site improvements include 
expansion of the San Francisco 
Bay Trail and a harbor seal float 
to prevent habitat displacement.

The facility is named after 
Ron Cowan, a lifelong champion 
for expanded ferry service in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 

Over the years, Cowan 
helped found the Harbor Bay 
ferry service, chaired the blue 
ribbon task force that called 
for the creation of WETA and 
chaired the Water Transit Task 
Force. 

City to purchase the land back at 
the original purchase price plus 
improvements. Jean Sweeney initi-
ated a ballot measure to zone the 
land as Open Space, which passed 
by a large majority of voters.

With tons of community sup-
port, Saturday’s event brought out 
a few well known guest speakers 
including Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee. Jean Sweeney’s husband Jim 
Sweeney also made a speech and 
received a standing ovation when 
he got up to speak. 

“This has to be a park,” Jim 
Sweeney said. “These were the 
inspired words Jean expressed 

when she first visited the Beltline 
Railroad yard property after observ-
ing the quiet, pristine, and secluded 
nature reigning there which sur-
rounded her. She recognized it as a 
wonderful treasure that had to be 
preserved. It has taken 20 years, 
but through her dedication and per-
sistence and that of many others 
her dream has come true.”

Sweeney Park is now open 24 
hours a day. Future phases of the 
park will add a community garden, 
an outdoor classroom and hiking 
trails through woodland areas. 

Contact Veronica Hall at vhall@ 
alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky
Alameda County Supervisor 

Wilma Chan joined city officials, 
homeless providers and community 
faith leaders yesterday to officially 
open the Alameda Warming Shelter 
at Christ Episcopal Church, 1700 
Santa Clara Ave. 

The shelter will remain open 
through April 14, 2019. It is 
designed to provide refuge for the 
city’s homeless during the winter. 
The nonprofit homeless provider, 
Building Futures, will operate the 
facility. 

The shelter, which can accom-
modate 25 individuals, will open on 
evenings when the temperature is 
predicted to be below 40 degrees 
or there is a 50 percent or greater 
chance of rain. 

The shelter can house up to 
25 individuals on a given night.  
Homeless residents may enter the 
facility starting at 6 p.m. and will 
be provided a full dinner, a place to 
sleep and a grab-and-go breakfast 
the following morning. 

Building Futures will conduct 
a “street outreach” to inform the 
homeless whenever the shelter 
opens. Agencies like the Alameda 
Police Department, the Alameda 
Housing Authority and the Alameda 
Food Bank will also assist.

Donations are also needed 
to operate the shelter, including 
sweatshirts and sweatpants, toilet-
ries, plastic utensils and mats for 
guests to sleep on. To donate, visit 
christchurchalameda.org/seasonal-
warming-center. 

Warming Center Opens

Dennis Evanosky
At last Thursday’s school board 

meeting at Island High School, 
Mialisa Bonta set a precedent. The 
newly elected board member went 
on record as the first member ever 
to be elected president in less time 
than it took to attend the first meet-
ing as a board member. 

During the course of the meet-
ing, the board chose to return 
to electing the three officers on  
the board as it did before 2015. 
From 2015 to 2017, the roles of the 
board’s officers were filled by rota-
tion, rather than election. Had the 
board continued to use the rota-
tion system, Ardella Dailey, the first 
African-American woman to ever 
serve on the board, would take the 
seat as president. 

Until 2015, board members 
elected each office (president, vice-
president and clerk) each year. In 
2015, the board voted to change 
the system to a rotation, so that 
all board members would have a 
chance to serve in each role.

During the meeting community 
members expressed opposition not 
only to returning to the pre-2015 
system, but to the idea’s timing, 
when an African-American woman 
was in line to become president. 

During the discussion of how 
the pre-2015 system would improve 
matters, Bonta told those present 

that the rotation was proposed by 
board members who hadn’t been 
elected as presidents. She pointed 
out that other school districts use 
the pre-2015 election and said that 
the rotation reduces the school 
board’s flexibility of board. 

In noting that Ardella Daily 
would be the first African-American 
woman to serve as president of 
the board. board member Jennifer 
Williams stated. “We cannot talk 
about equity or social justice and 
make changes tonight that would 
take Dailey out of her turn to serve 
as president.” 

Gary Lym stepped in to say that 
he believed an election would be 
more democratic. Outgoing presi-
dent Gray Harris said that she 
did not  want a board president 
who had served as a member of a 
charter school’s board, something 
Dailey had done. She added that 
she had seen no evidence of racism 
in the board’s actions so far. 

Community members expressed 
shock and disappointment that the 
proposal to go back to the election 
system has occurred as an African 
American woman is about to be 
president. Harris made a motion 
for Bonta to be president; Lym sec-
onded the motion. Bonta, Lym, and 
Harris vote yes. Williams and Dailey 
vote “no.” In effect, Bonta cast the 
tie-breaking vote that made her the 
board’s new president.

White, Tony Daysog and Jim Oddie.  
The inauguration of the new 

City Council took place after the 
Alameda Sun went to press. The 
Sun will cover the event in its next 
issue.


