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IT’S CLEAN AIR DAY!

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Meals on Wheels, Twin 

Towers United Methodist Church, 
and Saboor Zafari of Angela’s Res-
taurant announced this week they 
will co-sponsor a free dinner, open 
to all residents and families in Al-
ameda in need of a hot meal on 
Christmas Day. 

The event will be held at the 
church, located at Central Avenue 
and Oak Street on Christmas Day, 
Friday, Dec. 25, between noon and 3 
p.m. The sponsors anticipate serv-
ing 750 to 1,000 meals to adults and 
families with children.

Alameda Meals on Wheels is so-
liciting donations to cover the costs 
of the event. Funds raised will be 
used solely to pay for food, supplies 

and service items; everything else, 
including planning, food prepara-
tion, delivery, service, and cleanup 
will be donated by volunteers. 

Organizers are seeking contribu-
tions of any amount; all donations 
will be acknowledged with a receipt 
letter which may be used for tax de-
duction purposes. 

Checks may be made payable 
to “AMOW Christmas Dinner” 
and mailed to Alameda Meals on 
Wheels, c/o David Stranz, 1338 Bay 
St., Alameda, CA 94501.

Alameda Meals on Wheels relies 
on the generosity of the Alameda 
community for all of its funding, 
and thanks any donors in advance 
for their support for this special 
Christmas dinner.

Meals on Wheels to Prepare 
Free Community Holiday Dinner

Community Band, Chorus Celebrates 50 Years

West End Vandalism 
Not a Hate Crime

Commute Briefs
Sun Staff Reports

High Street Bridge Closed 
Tomorrow

The Alameda County Public 
Works Agency will be perform-
ing emergency repairs to the High 
Street Bridge on Friday, Dec. 18. 
The bridge will be closed from 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. to all vehicle, bicycle 
and pedestrian traffic. There will 
also be some limitations to marine 
traffic. The U.S. Coast Guard will 
communicate this information in its 

weekly “Coast Guard Local Notices 
to Mariners.”

Detour signs will be in place to 
guide motorists around the bridge 
closure. When travelling through 
the detour areas, motorists are 
advised to exercise caution and ad-
here to all traffic regulations. 

Updates are available at www.
acgov.org/pwa. 

Crossing Shuttle on Hiatus
Estuary Crossing Shuttle will 

not run between Thursday, Dec. 

24, and Jan. 1, 2016. Service will 
resume again on Monday, Jan. 4, 
2016. Those in need of transporta-
tion during this time should visit 
511.org. 

The Estuary Crossing Shuttle 
travels between the College of 
Alameda at Webster Street and 
Atlantic Avenue and the Lake Mer-
ritt BART station. It makes a short 
intervening loop to Wind River Sys-
tems. 

To learn more about the shuttle, 
visit www.estuaryxingshuttle.org.

Sun Staff Reports
On Dec. 4 the Alameda 

Community Band and Chorus 
offered a free holiday concert at the 
Kofman Auditorium. The next day 
the band and chorus appeared at 
the Mayor’s Holiday Tree Lighting.  

Volunteers from Alameda and 
surrounding cities make up the 
band, which is celebrating its 50th 
year. Jim Hewitt, a former band 

director of Encinal High School, 
founded this community insti-
tution in 1965.  Michael Wirgler 
directs the 20- to 30-person brass, 
wind and rhythm ensemble. He 
retired from teaching music for 
the Oakland Unified School District 
after 33 years and continues as 
an active performer, teacher and 
composer.

Band members have varied 

musical backgrounds. They are 
dedicated musicians with a com-
mon interest in playing music and 
improving their skills while having 
fun. “New members are always wel-
come,” said Wirgler. “Anyone who 
loves to play music can join. We 
play an eclectic collection of band 
music that spans the late 1800’s 
to the modern, including marches, 
classical, Dixieland, show tunes, 

swing, even a folk song or two.”
Wirgler pointed out that the 

band is a community ensemble 
with members of all ranges of abil-
ity and all ages. “The music we play 
spans the way from easy to hard,” 
he said. 

The band runs as a class spon-
sored by Alameda’s Recreation 
and Parks Department; the cost is 
about $70 twice a year, but you’re 

welcome to just sit in to start with. 
There are about four full-scale pub-
lic performances a year, with new 
material each time. Also, numerous 
members of the band informally fill 
in at various Alameda community 
events (The Mayor’s Christmas 
tree lighting and Memorial Day cer-
emonies, for example.)

Courtesy photo

Members of the Alameda Community Band recently entertained the community with a concert at Kofman Auditorium.
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Dennis Evanosky
Congresswoman Barbara Lee 

honored an Alameda middle 
school for its ongoing contri-
bution to improving the envi-
ronment. Through the Ocean 
Guardian program, which is run 
by National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA), 
Lincoln Middle School students 
are replacing 
invasive plants 
along the San 
Leandro Bay 
shoreline with 
native ones, as 
well as picking 
up trash. 

With the 
help of East 
Bay Regional 
Park District 
graphic artists, the students also 
designed a sign to help educate 
community members about the 
importance of native plants and 
habitat. A representative from 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee’s 
office gave certificates of recog-
nition to the school at an event 
held last Friday in Oakland. 

In 2014 Lincoln Middle School 
received a two-year Ocean Guard-
ian grant of $3,996.60 to help 
support the continuation of a 
restoration project along the San 
Leandro Bay, which borders the 
school. A total of 90 students in 

the Environmental Science elec-
tive classes are participating in 
the project. 

As an Ocean Guardian School, 
Lincoln Middle School provided 
the project for students related 
to the conservation of local wa-
tersheds, the world’s ocean and 
special ocean areas, like national 
marine sanctuaries. 

The teach-
ers at Lincoln 
decided to fo-
cus on the in-
vasive plants 
that thrive 
along San Le-
andro Bay — a 
practice that 
enables partici-
pating students 
to remain envi-

ronmentally active and commit-
ted “ocean guardians.

Every six weeks the students 
make presentations to the school 
about their ocean guardian resto-
ration activities, and how these 
improvements along with other 
current recycling and waste re-
duction efforts are helping to 
protect the health of the local 
watershed, the Gulf of the Faral-
lones National Marine Sanctuary 
and the Pacific Ocean.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Susan Davis

Lincoln Middle School seventh-grader Ezra Frary and 
science teacher Jennifer Hartigan represented Lincoln 
Middle School in receiving recognition for the school’s 
activities in the two-year-old Ocean Guardian program. 

Students Recognized 
as Ocean Guardians
Congresswoman honors Lincoln 
Middle School students’ efforts 

Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee’s 
office gave certifi-
cates of recogni-
tion to the school 
at an event held 
last Friday.

Eric J. Kos

The building at the corner of Ninth Street and Santa Clara had its windows broken 
out in a possible attack on the Islamic Center whose sign marks the building. In actu-
ality, the Islamic Center hasn’t been using the building, which sits across the street 
from the active center, and the space remains vacant.

Pappo Hosts 
Soup Kitchen, 
Clothing Drive

Sun Staff Reports
Chef John Thiel of Pappo invites 

the community to share in his res-
taurant’s eighth annual soup kitch-
en. “Giving back to our community 
and especially to those in need has 
been an important commitment for 
us since day one,” said Theil. 

Pappo will be accepting dona-
tions of clothing, especially socks 
and jackets, and toiletries, includ-
ing toothbrushes and soap next 
Wednesday, Dec. 23, after 3 p.m. and 
on Dec. 24 from 9 to 11 a.m. If you 
have any questions or would like to 
volunteer at the soup kitchen call 
Pappo at 337-9100. Pappo is located 
at 2320 Central Ave.

broken window reads “Islamic Cen-
ter of Alameda Community Center.”

The Dec. 2 shooting in San Berna-
dino by Tashfeen Malik and her hus-
band, Syed Rizwan Farook, has put 
authorities on heightened alert. The 
attack on a social center there killed 
14 people and wounded 22 others. 
This raises the question whether 
APD could view this a simple act of 
vandalism as a hate crime. 

APD Lt. Jill Ottaviano said that 
members of the Islamic Center on 
Santa Clara Avenue across Ninth 
Street from the disused commu-
nity center have not used that fa-
cility for at least eight months. She 
wondered why the landlord hasn’t 
taken down the sign. 

Ottaviano said APD has spoken 
with members of the Islamic Center. 
They told police that they did not 
think anyone targeted the building 
out of hate. Ottaviano also pointed 
out that APD saw no evidence of 
anyone entering the building where 
the glass was broken.

“This leads us to believe that 

this was nothing more than some 
kids thowing a rock through a plate-
glass window,” Ottaviano said. 

The Islamic Center got its start in 
1996, when members of Alameda’s 
Muslim community started a ma-
drassa, an Islamic religious school, at 
the Afghani Cultural Center, today’s 
Al Quba Masjid, on Haight Avenue. 

According to the Islamic Center’s 
website, the madrassa moved first to 
a private home, then to a 300-square-
foot office space on Lincoln Avenue 
and Sherman Street. When parents 
expressed a strong desire for a central 
place not only for a madrassa but for 
a place for worship and other Islamic 
activities, the idea for the Islamic Cen-
ter was born. The center opened at 
its present location in 1998, with daily 
Taraweeh prayers during Ramadan. 

In addition to being open for 
prayers five times a day, the center 
provides many different services to 
the Muslim community, including 
social services, weekday and Sun-
day Islamic school programs and 
academic touth tutoring. 

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) is treating a shattered plate-
glass window at a vacant building 
on the 800 block of Santa Clara Av-
enue as vandalism. Although the 
building is not currently in use, the 
sign above the entrance near the 

Vacant building’s ties to Islamic Center raises eyebrows


