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TODAY IS 

CAT HERDERS DAY

Remembering 
Pearl Harbor

Sun Staff Reports
Veterans and local residents 

gathered to remember this 
country’s entrance into World 
War II, Pearl Harbor Day, Dec. 7. 
Ceremonies were held aboard 
the USS Hornet and on Coast 
Guard Island last Wednesday. 

Lawson Sakai, a World War 
II veteran of E Company, 442nd 
RCT, spoke to a packed audi-
ence about the origins of his 
regiment and its role in rescu-
ing the Lost Battalion. Sakai 
joined a panel of experts on 
the the Lost Battalion, which 
refers to the 1st Battalion, 
141st Infantry (originally Texas 
National Guard), which was 
surrounded by German forces 
in the Vosges Mountains on 
Oct. 24, 1944.

Below: Retired Chief Petty 
Officer George Larsen bows his 
head during the Pearl Harbor 
Survivors ceremony held at 
Coast Guard Island.

Larsen was serving in the 
Coast Guard as a radioman in 
the Diamond Head Lighthouse 
just east of Pearl Harbor when 
the Japanese attacked on Dec. 
7, 1941. 

Larsen awoke just before 8 
a.m. that Sunday morning to 
the rattling and shaking of his 
building. He later related in a 
“Memoir of Service” that he 
mistakenly thought it was an 
earthquake. It wasn’t until he 
saw planes flying overhead that 
he knew something wasn’t right.

He later remembered those 
planes “flying below the rim of 
Diamond Head, about 500 feet 
above me in ‘V’ formation, low-
wing type with big red dots on 
the underside. They flew right 
over me, as they disappeared 
toward Pearl Harbor.”

Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Loumania Stewart

Photos above and below by Mike Rosati

Above: Master of Ceremonies Stan Bunger of KCBS 
tosses a wreath from the USS Hornet’s fantail, con-
tinuing a longtime Pearl Harbor Day tradition.
Below: World War II veteran Lawson Sakai greets 
an avid crowd of young admirers at the USS Hornet 
Museum’s event. 

Questions Remain 
on Ghost Ship Blaze 
Native Alamedan, AHS grad was among the 36 victims

Police Seeking Suspect  
in Recent Bank Robbery

Unconscious Man 
Reunited with Family

News in Brief

Ekene Ikeme
The Citibank on Santa Clara 

Avenue was the target of a bank 
robbery last Saturday, Dec. 10.

An unknown man entered the 
Citibank at 2420 Santa Clara Ave., 
in the afternoon. According to po-
lice reports he threatened to kill 
everyone inside and demanded 
money from two bank tellers. The 
assailant received an undisclosed 
amount of money from the tellers 
and left the scene on foot.

Alameda police received a call 
from the bank at 1:04 p.m. Alam-
eda Police Department (APD) 
spokesman Lt. Matt McMullen 
said police searched for the sus-
pect, but were unable to find him. 
A search for the suspect is ongo-
ing. He also said no one was in-
jured during the robbery. APD of-
ficials did not return a request for 
comment by press time and the 
manager at the Citibank declined 
to comment. 

This is the second time an Al-
ameda Citibank has been the tar-
get of a robbery in the last three 
years (“Duo Plead Guilty to Alam-
eda Bank Heist” Jan. 16, 2014). Cal-
vin Earl Odom and Craig Goatley 
were convicted of armed robbery 
for robbing a Citibank in Alameda 
on Aug. 2, 2013. This robbery took 
place at the previous Citibank lo-
cation at 1526 Webster St. 

According to the plea agree-
ment, Odom, of Berkeley, entered 
the bank first, pretending to be a 
customer and interacting with a 
bank employee in the customer 

area. Goatley, of Oakland, entered 
the bank next and stood in the 
teller line. When the teller called 
Goatley to come forward, he bran-
dished what appeared to be a 
handgun, but was actually a pellet 
gun, and demanded money. The 
teller and the neighboring teller 
handed money over to Goatley.

While Goatley was robbing the 
tellers, Odom pulled out what ap-
peared to be a black handgun, but 
was also a pellet gun, and told the 
bank employee with whom he had 
been interacting with that this 
was a robbery and not to move. 
The two men stole $8,869 during 
the heist.

The two men pled guilty to the 
armed robbery charge in an Al-
ameda County Court hearing on 
Jan. 9, 2014. U.S. District Court 
Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers 
sentenced Goatley to 6 1/2 years 
in prison and sentenced Odom to 
7 years and 2 months. 

While in jail, Odom was 
charged with the March 2013 
murder of Vittorio Jackson on the 
8900 block of International Blvd. 
in Oakland. Odom was convicted 
of second-degree murder on Feb. 
25 of this year. 

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) was able to identify a man 
who was found in public alone and 
unresponsive Saturday, Dec. 10. 

APD identified the man on Mon-
day, Dec. 12, with the help of a 
lcaol resident who recognized the 
man after seeing a photo of him in 
a news alert. He later notified first 
responders.

The unresponsive man was 
identified as an Oakland resident. 
APD sent out a message on its Face-
book page notifying the public they 
have discovered the man’s identity. 

“Thank you to everyone who 
shared our photo and story,” wrote 
APD in the post. “The public was 
instrumental in contacting (the) 
man’s family and having them get in 
touch with our investigators.”

No foul play is suspected in the 
man’s medical condition. He has 

been reunited with his family.
After discovering the uncon-

scious man, APD transported him 
to a local hospital for treatment. 
APD put out a press release with 
the man’s photo seeking help 
from the community in identify-
ing him. He was described as an 
Asian male, between 40 and 60 
years old, 5 feet, 8 inches tall 
and weighing 180 pounds. In the 
photo, the man appears in hospi-
tal garb with a tube sticking out 
of his nose.

News alerts seeking the public’s 
help appeared online, in print and 
on local television. 

He was found wearing a black 
coat, gray and black long-sleeved 
shirt with “Maserati” written on 
the left chest area, blue sweat-
pants with “Answersn” written 
in cursive down the right leg and 
brown shoes.

Supe Supports Veterans 
through Alameda Nonprofit 

In a ceremony scheduled for 
today, Thursday, Dec. 15, Alameda 
County Supervisor Wilma Chan 
will present a donation of $17,000 
from her office budget to Alameda 
Meals on Wheels, a locally funded, 
seven-day-a-week program that 
delivers hot, nourishing meals to 
Alameda residents. Chan’s con-
tribution will be used to fund ser-
vices for veterans who are referred 
by Operation Dignity, a local non-
profit that helps homeless veter-
ans rediscover hope and the tools 
needed to live a self-sufficient and 
stable life. 

“Supervisor Chan stepped up 
to help Alameda’s most vulnerable 
when they needed it most,” said 
Alameda Meals on Wheels Direc-
tor Rosemary Reilly. “The Supervi-
sor’s support will help ensure that 
veterans know where their next 
meal is coming from.”

Chan represents District 3, 
which includes the cities of Alam-
eda, San Leandro, parts of Oakland 
including Chinatown, Jack London, 
Fruitvale and San Antonio neigh-
borhoods and the unincorporated 
community of San Lorenzo.

In Alameda, Dignity Commons 
provides 62 beds of 18-month tran-
sitional housing for families, single 
female and male veterans along 
with seven permanent housing 
units set aside for families. The de-
mand for home-delivered meals for 
veterans continues to grow at an 
alarming rate. Operation Dignity’s 
partnership with Meals on Wheels 
helps bridge this gap.

Toys for Tots Drive Extended
The deadline for donating toys 

to the 2016 Alameda Firefighters 
Toy Program has been extended 
to noon on Monday, Dec. 19. The 
program will ensure that all low-
income Alameda families who 
sign up at the Alameda Food Bank 
receive age-appropriate holiday 
toys for their children aged 0 to 
12 and gift cards for their youth 
aged 13 to 16.

This year, the program is es-
pecially in need of crafts, sports 
balls and other items for older 
children. 

Drop off new, unwrapped 
toys at one of the Alameda 
Firefighters Toy Program loca-
tions including Alameda City 
Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave. For 
the full list of locations and 
other information, visit www. 
alamedaca.gov.

Local, Online Fundraising  
for Fire Victims Set

The Alameda Art Association will 
be hosting an art raffle and silent 
auction on Saturday, Dec. 17, to help 
raise money for the victims families 
of the Ghost Ship fire in Oakland. 
The association will donate 100 per-
cent of the proceeds. The event 
will be held at the association’s 
gallery space in South Shore Center. 
For more information, visit www. 
alamedaartassociation.com.

Online crowdfunding for the 
victims’ families is also taking 
place at youcaring.com and 
gofundme.com. 

Have a news brief? Write to  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky 
At a brief news conference on 

Tuesday, Dec. 13, Jill Snyder of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) 
announced that the cause of the 
Dec. 2 “Ghost Ship fire” remains 
under investigation. The Oakland 
Fire Department invited a fire in-
vestigation team from ATF to as-
sist with probing the cause of the 
fire that destroyed a warehouse 
in Oakland’s Fruitvale district and 
claimed 36 lives. 

Among the fatalities was Alam-
eda native John “Johnny” Igaz, who 
was working at the warehouse as 
a disc jockey (DJ). Igaz graduated 
from Alameda High School in 1999 
and, shortly thereafter, decided on 
a career in music. 

When Igaz decided to pursue 
disc jockeying on a more profes-
sional basis, he realized he needed 
a name to fit. He turned to his then-
wife, Hunter Leight, who speaks 
some German. 

“We had recently been talking 
about a move to Berlin,” Leight re-
called in a touching memorial she 
wrote after learning of her former 
husband’s death. “We also talked 
about the rawness of the sound he 
wanted to produce, no pretense, 
no unnecessary frills. I suggest-
ed the German word for ‘naked,’ 
Nackt. It stuck.”

Leight recalls that the most impor-
tant thing Igaz taught her was “to build 
up community, to support and nurture 
our chosen families and to remember 
that we’re all in this together.” 

Igaz attended Berklee College of 
Music in Boston and the Ruth Asa-
wa School of the Arts in San Fran-
cisco. He worked house parties, 
and his talent earned him a spot at 
Oakland’s Ruby Room. He helped 
found the Deep East party and par-
ticipated in the eclectic Rare Form 
undergrounds. 

His friend Chris Zaldua remem-
bers Igaz not just for his music.  
In a column he penned for KQED, 
Zaldua recalls that Igaz had a sense 
of humor that “never left him with-
out a smile on his face and left him 
cracking jokes about his own strug-
gles.” Zaldua also describes his late 
friend’s support for the causes he 
believed in. These included vegan-
ism, feminism, racial justice, non-
violence, as well as fair pay for art-
ists, musicians and creators.

Igaz did not live at the “Ghost 
Ship” warehouse. He went there 
on Dec. 2 to play his music. He was 
upstairs entertaining the crowd 
around 11:30 p.m. when the smell 
of smoke told him something 
wasn’t right. One witness later re-
called thinking that it couldn’t be 
smoke, it must have been that fog 
you see as part of a band’s reper-
toire. By the time Igaz and 35 oth-
ers realized what was happening, it 
was too late. 

Renee Nichols, Igaz’ first love, 
remembers speaking of death and 
dying with him. “His philosophy 
was that since we could go at any 
minute, we had best live like we 
had no regrets — or at least, try 
to leave all our relationships on a 
positive note.” 

Good advice for all of us. 
Contact Dennis Evanosky at  

editor@alamedasun.com.
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DJ Johnny Igaz lost his life 
in the Dec. 2 Ghostship 
fire. He was born and 
raised in Alameda.

This is the second 
time an Alameda 
Citibank has been 
the target of a  
robbery in the  
last three years.


