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more holiday fun on tap.
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HAPPY 

MONKEY DAY

Dennis Evanosky
Alameda firefighters were dis-

patched to assist in fighting two 
Southern California blazes, one 
near Ventura, the other in the 
hills northeast of Los Angeles. 

At the recent open house at 
Fire Station 3, Alameda Fire De-
partment (AFD) Chief Edmond Ro-
driguez said that the City of Alam-
eda recently received Engine 296, 
a California Office of Emergency 
Services Type I Fire Engine. He 
said that Engine 296 is equipped 
to provide critical fire and emer-
gency medical service response 
to the community. 

On Dec. 5, AFD deployed En-
gine 296 to the Creek Fire in 
Southern California to assist with 
structure protection and search 
for casualties in destroyed neigh-
borhoods. The Creek Fire is burn-
ing in the foothills above Sylmar, 
25 miles north of Los Angeles. 

AFD is part of a team of more 
than 1,600 firefighters at this 
blaze. Engine 296 has since been 
dispatched to help fight the 
Thomas Fire. 

AFD had already deployed 
Engine 502 to the Thomas Fire. 
Named for Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege near Santa Paula, where the 
fire started, the blaze is burning 
in the hills northeast of Ventura. 
The Alameda firefighters joined 
more than 2,500 personnel bat-
tling this fire.  

AFD has also been busy local-
ly. At 8:52 p.m. last Friday, 25 fire-
fighters responded to the report 
of a structure fire on Garden Road 
on Bay Farm Island. When they 
arrived crewmembers found fire 
smoke coming from the one-story 
home. Firefighters searched for 
occupants, but discovered that 
the home was unoccupied. Other 
crewmembers worked to control 
the fire. They extinguished the 
blaze in about 25 minutes.

Fire damage was limited to the 
kitchen, attic and crawl space, 
with smoke damage throughout 
the home. An AFD Fire investiga-
tor determined that the fire origi-
nated in a kitchen outlet. They 
are working to determine the 

Alameda Fire Deploys 
Engines to SoCal Blazes

Sun Staff Reports
The Downtown Alameda Busi-

ness Association (DABA) held its 
annual holiday party and business 
awards ceremony for its members 
on Dec. 7 at the Elks Lodge. The 
event was hosted by the DABA’s 
Executive Director Janet Magleby 
and the association’s Membership 
Committee: Jennifer Serr (Chair-
person), Jone Stebbins, Jessica 
Lindsay, Jane Watson, Cynthia 
Schorle, Sara Edge, Stephanie Pro-
thero, and Shalynn Taylor. 

The affair was catered by Alam-
eda’s Best Catering with lively en-
tertainment from the Island City’s 
own Ukemamas. In attendance 
were the Honorable Mayor Trish 
Spencer, Councilmember Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft, City Manager Jill 
Keimach, Fire Chief Edmond Rodri-

guez, as well as many other notable 
guests including DABA’s Board of 
Directors and other committee 
chairs and city officials. The event 
benefited the Alameda Food Bank 
and Downtown Alameda’s Clean, 
Green & Safe Fund.

The awards were handed out in 
multiple categories including:

• Retailer of the Year: Books, 
Inc., Melanie Knight

• Culinary Business of the Year: 
Habanas Cuban Cuisine, Jason 
Tsang

• Professional Business of the 
Year: Studio 23, Jessica and Wes 
Warren

• Best New Business: Phoenix, 
Benjamin & Saskia Winter

• Member of the Year: Duane 
Watson, Lee Auto Supply

• City of Alameda Person of the 

Year: Eric Fonstein
Magleby gave special recogni-

tion to member Joe LoParo of Re-
Max Tribute and DABA staff mem-
bers Shalynn Taylor and Dr. Kendra 
Holloway. The organization’s presi-
dent recognized DABA’s Stephanie 
Prothero and Alameda Theatre & 
Cinema Grill’s Kyle Conner and Al-
lison Shannon for special honors.

DABA also recognized its mem-
bers that have been in business for 
more than 20 years including: Kate 
& Mike Pryor of Tucker’s Super-
creamed Ice Cream, Debbie George 
of Bonne Vie, Dr. Dale Wright of 
Alameda Podiatry Group, Duane 
Watson of Lee Auto Supply, Louise 
Reed of West Advertising, Mahesh 
and Pallabi of Park Jewelers and 
Pauline Kelly of Pauline’s Antiques.

Downtown Businesses Honored
Shelter Pets 
Need Homes 
for Holidays

Sun Staff Reports
The Friends of the Alameda 

Animal Shelter (FAAS) wants all the 
shelter animals to have homes for 
the holidays, so the group is offering 
a special discount through the end of 
the year. As of now, all adoption fees 
are 50 percent off through Sunday, 
Dec. 31. That means fees as low as 
$20 for a senior cat seven years or 
older. A puppy or kitten would be just 
$60. (Try and beat that, Santa!) 

See all the adoptable animals 
and check back often because 
potential furry family members 
become available every day. 

Shelter hours are 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Wednesdays and 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Thursday through Friday. FAAS 
is located at 1590 Fortmann Way off 
Grand Street.

Shalynn Taylor

Left to right, President of the Downtown Alameda Business Association (DABA), 
Donna Layburn of the Marketplace; Retailer of the Year, Melanie Knight of Books, 
Inc.; DABA Executive Director Janet Magleby and DABA Board Member Jennifer 
Serr of The Sewing Room who presented Knight with the award last Thursday.

AFD also handles 
structure fire on 
Bay Farm Island

Alameda Fire Department

Above, members of the Alameda Fire Department assist 
with structure protection and search for casualties from 
the Creek Fire, after their deployment on Dec. 5. They 
were later deployed to help fight the Thomas Fire. 
Crewmembers from two Alameda fire engines are fight-
ing this large wildfire in Southern California. 

cause. 
The Alameda Building Depart-

ment, Alameda Municipal Power, 
officers from the Alameda Police 
Department and a crew from Pa-
cific Gas & Electric Co. also re-

sponded to the fire. Members of 
the Oakland Fire Department pro-
vided mutual aid, covering Alam-
eda’s fire stations.  

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Island Offers Places for 
Unique Climate Solutions

Fire Among Largest in History
Dennis Evanosky

Crewmembers on two Alam-
eda Fire Department engines are 
currently fighting the Thomas 
Fire. As of Tuesday, Dec. 12, the 
fire had consumed some 234,200 
acres — 365 square miles — and 
was 20 percent contained. 

The blaze had destroyed 790 
structures and was threatening 
18,000 more. Authorities had 
evacuated 95,000 people. 

CalFire reports that severe fire 

weather is expected to continue 
to promote significant fire growth 
further into Santa Barbara Coun-
ty, threatening the communities 
of Montecito and Summerland. 
News sources have reported that 
celebrities including Ellen DeGe-
neres and Rob Lowe have been 
evacuated, as their homes are 
threatened.

The Thomas Fire is now the 
fifth largest wildfire in California 
history. 

Enrollment for Senior 
Housing Open Now

Sun Staff Reports
The marketing and lease-up for 

the senior property at 1301 Buena 
Vista Ave. has begun. The John 
Stewart Company is handling the 
leasing, which is being done entirely 
online. If you are age 62 or older, you 
can apply at www.1301buenavista.
havenconnect.com. The wait list 
closes at 5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 22. 

The company will process each 
application according to the list 
created by a lottery of all appli-
cants. Local preference will apply 
to those who live or work in the 
City of Alameda, or applicant fami-
lies that include at least one adult 
member who lives or works in the 
City of Alameda.

Date of completion of verifica-
tion-certification process and the 
date of availability for move-in 
will also play roles in the selection 
process. 

A total of 25 units have been as-
signed to “Project-Based Voucher” 
households administered by the 
city’s Housing Authority. However, 
applications are not available from 
the Housing Authority. All appli-
cants must contact the John Stew-
art Company online. 

Applicants should be aware of 
the following grounds for possible 
denial: 

n A single unmet credit problem 
in excess of $2,500 within the past 
three years

n Total unmet credit problems 
(including governmental tax liens) 
in excess of $2,500 within the past 
three years.

n A bankruptcy discharged 
within the last three years

n A total of 10 unmet credit obli-
gations of any value.

Exceptions for extraordinary 
medical and/or student loan ex-

penses might be permitted. An ex-
ception for a foreclosure or short 
sale might also be made.

The apartments are located at 
the intersection of Buena Vista Av-
enue and Sherman Street. They are 
part of Tim Lewis Community’s re-
development of the long-shuttered 
90-year-old Del Monte warehouse. 
City dignitaries broke ground for 
the senior housing here in Novem-
ber 2016. 

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

The wait list 
closes at 5 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 22. 

Resilient By Design

The map above shows how inlets in Alameda’s 
coastline could be converted to wetlands and 
absorb rising sea levels.

Ekene Ikeme
Several Alameda locations 

have been nominated to be part 
of a study that aims to pro-
vide unique solutions to loca-
tions most vulnerable to climate 
change and natural disasters.

The Resilient by Design-Bay 
Area Challenge is a collabora-
tive research-and-design initia-
tive that connects leaders in 
design and urban planning with 
local community members to 
tackle specific locations that 
are more susceptible to cata-
strophic damage in the event of 
natural disasters. The program 
will enlist architects, engineers, 
designers and students from all 
over the world to team with 
community members and local 
governments to find the best 
solutions.  

Earlier this year, the pro-
gram’s sponsors received bids 
from the publicfor potential site 
ideas for the Bay Area study. 
Four of the 51 sites nominat-
ed for the study are located 

in Alameda. The four sites are 
Alameda as a whole, Bay Farm 
Island (along with the Oakland 
Airport), Alameda Point and 
West Alameda. 

The Resilient by Design team 
released a report of each loca-
tion and described the chal-
lenges they face. The report 
said all four locations are vul-
nerable to flooding, sea-level 
rise, liquefaction, earthquake/
earthquake fires and aging 
infrastructure. The reason for 
concern for Alameda is its low 
elevation at just 30 feet above 
sea level. 

“Estimates project flooding 
inundating the island approxi-
mately one-half mile during 
extreme storm events at mid-
century” the report read. “Sea 
level rise will inundate the man-
made beach at Crown Beach 
Memorial State Park, the resi-
dential areas on the perimeter 
of the island, the Elsie Roemer 
Bird Sanctuary marshland and 
b CLIMATE: Page 11


