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Sun Staff Reports
First Presbyterian Church 

of Alameda will honor Rev. Jack 
Buckley as Pastor Emeritus on 
Sunday, Dec. 16, during the wor-
ship service at 10:30 a.m. and at a 
reception following the service at 
11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Rev. Buckley was First 
Presbyterian’s pastor for 19 years 
prior to his retirement in 2012. 
Both his church and the commu-
nity were blessed by his warmth 
and his wit. Among his accom-
plishments for the church, Rev. 
Buckley expanded membership 
and youth programs and over-
saw the restoration of the sanc-

tuary, and the 
church’s listing 
on the National 
Register of 
Historic Places 
in celebration 
of its 2003 cen-
tennial. 

Rev. Buckley 
was also active 
in Alameda’s 
Ministerial Alliance, Rotary, 
Chamber of Commerce and other 
community organizations. All are 
invited to attend both the worship 
service and the following recep-
tion. First Presbyterian is located 
at 2001 Santa Clara Ave.

Courtesy photo

Rev. Jack 
Buckley

Sun Staff Reports
Last Thursday, Dec. 6, the 

Alameda County Registrar of Voters 
certified the results of the Nov. 
6 election. The City of Alameda’s 
voter turnout rate for this election 
was 73.65 percent, with 73.5 per-
cent of that number voting by mail 
and 26.5 percent voting on Election 
Day. The results are as follows: 

Mayor (vote for one only) 
n Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft: 41.96 

percent
n Trish Spencer: 37.45 percent
n Frank Matarrese: 20 percent
n Write-in: 0.58 percent

City Council  
(vote for no more than two)

n John Knox White: 25.88 per-
cent

n Tony Daysog: 22.69 percent
n Jim Oddie: 19.27 percent
n Robert C. Matz: 18.17 percent
n Stewart Chen: 13.64 percent
n Write-in: 0.4 percent
Mayor-elect Ezzy Ashcraft was 

re-elected to the Alameda City 
Council in 2016 and has two years 
remaining on her term. As the third 
highest vote getter for City Council, 
Jim Oddie will complete the remain-
der of the new mayor’s term. 

Alameda’s incoming City 
Councilmembers are: Mayor Ezzy 
Ashcraft, Councilmember Knox 
White, Councilmember Daysog, 
Councilmember Oddie and 
Councilmember Malia Vella.

Measure F  
(Needed majority yes to pass) 

61.5 percent “Yes” 
38.5 percent “No”
Ballot question: Shall the 

measure maintaining the City of 
Alameda’s financial stability and 
protecting services and infrastruc-
ture such as police response to 
violent crimes and burglaries; 
9-1-1 emergency medical and fire 
response; maintaining neighbor-
hood parks; repairing potholes, 
maintaining streets and protecting 
the Bay from pollution by enacting a 
0.5 percent sales tax until repealed 
by voters, providing approximately 
$5 million annually in locally con-
trolled revenues, requiring inde-
pendent audits and public spend-
ing review, be adopted?

Measure K  
(Needed majority yes to pass)

39.69 percent “Yes” 
60.31 percent “No”
Ballot question: Shall the 

Charter be amended by incorpo-
rating Ordinance 3148, the City’s 
Rent Review, Rent Stabilization and 
Limitations on Evictions law, with 
the following modifications: (a) 
preclude City Council from amend-
ing the law in response to chang-
ing conditions and concerns, and 
require voter approval instead, and 
(b) eliminate the Dec. 31, 2019, 
sunset clause?

Final Election Results 
Confirmed by Registrar

City Lights Xmas Tree
Photo courtesy Downtown Alameda Business Assocation

The City of Alameda kicked off the holiday season with a festive celebration at 
City Hall last Saturday. City officials, the poets laureate and several musical 
performers entertained a festive crowd. Children enjoyed free candy canes and 

visits with Kris Kringle himself. Following the event, merchants in downtown Alameda 
invited revelers to warm up on the Hot Cocoa Crawl. Throughout the season, Santa 
Claus will be dropping by locations on Park Street, Webster Street and South Shore 
Shopping Center. That jolly, old elf in the red suit sure does get around.

Recent Crime Roundup
Four officers injured in squabble; Porch pirate nabbed
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Community Votes to 
Rename Haight Love

Ekene Ikeme
Four Alameda Police 

Department (APD) officers had 
to be treated for injuries after 
responding to a suspicious circum-
stance call in the early morning 
hours of Dec. 5.

APD received repeated calls 
around 2:15 a.m. from a male 
claiming to hear people following 
him. Upon arriving at the 2300 
block of Buena Vista Avenue, offi-
cers approached a 40-year-old 
male and confirmed he was the 
person who made the repeated 
calls to APD.

During their interaction the 
man was “uncooperative and ran 
from the officers for unknown rea-
sons” according to a message on 
the APD Facebook page. The man 
entered one of the patrol vehicles 
and tried to grab a loaded rifle from 
its mount. 

A struggle ensued between the 
man and officers in the vehicle. The 
officers deployed their tasers in an 
effort to subdue the man, accord-
ing to the report. The officers 
were able to corral him, but due 
to his size and strength additional  

officers were needed to place the 
man in handcuffs. 

Several minutes later, the 
male went into medical distress 
for unknown reasons. Alameda 
Fire Department personnel were 
called to the scene to transport 
the apprehended male to a local 
hospital. “During the transport, 
the male suffered cardiac arrest, 
but he was revived,” according 
to the report. It is unknown if the 
man has been released from the 
hospital.

Four officers sustained injuries 
as a result of the ordeal with two 
officers sustaining serious injuries. 
Both officers were taken to a local 
hospital, but were later released.

Because the suspect needed 
medical attention he was released 
from custody, according to APD 
Public Information Officer Lt. 
Wayland Gee. “It is unknown if he’ll 
be charged,” said Gee. The matter 
is being investigated by the APD 
Violent Crimes Unit due to the offi-
cer injuries.

Package thief arrested
APD arrested a juvenile female 

on Dec. 6 for stealing several pack-

ages from the front porches of 
homes on Bay Farm Island.

APD received a complaint from 
a resident on the 0-100 block of 
Shamrock Lane that a package had 
been stolen from their front porch 
on Dec. 4. The victim had a secu-
rity monitoring system at their home 
and it took a clear picture of the 
suspect. APD was able track down 
the suspect at her parents’ home in 
Alameda two days later. At the home 
officers discovered several stolen 
items in the garage, according to 
Gee. Gee said items vary in catego-
ries that include electronics.

The items were confiscated by 
police and brought to APD head-
quarters. Officers are having trou-
ble returning the items to their 
rightful owners because the sus-
pect removed the items from their 
packages and discarded the labels. 

Gee said if anyone on Bay Farm 
Island was expecting a package 
before Dec. 6, and did not receive 
it, they should notify APD.

The girl was charged with theft 
and later released to her parents. 
Because she is a juvenile her name 
is being withheld. 

To contact APD, call 337-8340.

Bay Farm Island Hotel 
Plan Approved, 7-0

Rasheed Shabazz
On Dec. 5, 1867, California 

Governor Henry Huntly Haight used 
his inaugural speech to rail against 
the citizenship and voting rights 
of formerly enslaved Africans and 
Asians and immigration from Asia. 

Some 150 years later, on Dec. 
5, 2017, I contacted the Haight 
Elementary School PTA and encour-
aged them to initiate the process to 
rename Haight. Students and parents 

petitioned to rename the school. 
The Haight Renaming Committee 
solicited name suggestions, hosted 
a community forum and held two 
student-centered elections. 

Last month, the school commu-
nity, including students, parents, 
staff and alumni, overwhelmingly 
voted to rename their school, “Love 
Elementary School.” 

There is still resistance to 
renaming Haight. Most of the argu-
ments resemble those present in 
Confederate monument debates 
elsewhere. Besides people’s emo-
tional attachment to the name, 
some say renaming Haight is con-
temporary political correctness 
and would “erase history” or that 
changing the name would be too 
costly. A recent report, “The Costs 
of the Confederacy” in Smithsonian 
Magazine found these monuments 
obscure history and memorialize 
white supremacy. Opposition at the 
time these monuments were erected 
was ignored and taxpayer money 
continues to maintain these monu-
ments. 

The process of renaming Haight 
has revealed some underlying 
issues our community must address 
in order to promote belonging and 
inclusion in our schools. Haight 
had a school honoring him for 
more than a century and it seems 
few knew of his racist, bigoted and 

xenophobic views. This process 
has exposed his white supremacist 
worldview, long erased from public 
memory. Incorporating lessons on 
Reconstruction-era California at the 
appropriate elementary school lev-
els using the History-Social Science 
framework; and adopting Ethnic 
Studies as a graduation require-
ment for our schools will ensure 
the histories of those targeted by 
Haight are no longer ignored. This 
will ensure this history is no longer 
erased. 

Schools like Haight have very 
diverse populations. Instead of 
diversity by default, with a racially 
just curriculum and professional 
training, our schools can be inten-
tionally inclusive. In order to do 
that we must equip adults with the 
skills and tools to discuss issues of 
race and power with students. Our 
children are much more capable 
of engaging in these conversations 
than many of us think. 

Love is genuinely one of the 
greatest values and concepts we can 
practice in guiding the education of 
our children. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. proclaimed, “Hate cannot 
drive out hate; only love can do 
that.” By centering our love for our 
children, love will conquer Haight.

Rasheed Shabazz is an author, 
communicator and educator raised 
in West Alameda. 

Courtesy alamedainfo.com

This 1911 Haight School building replaced the original Haight School built in 1875.

Church to Honor Former Pastor

Dennis Evanosky
At its Monday, Dec. 10, meeting, 

the Planning Board unanimously 
gave the go-ahead to Marriot to 
build its Residence Inn at Harbor 
Bay on a 5.5-acre site just to the 
south of the Harbor Bay Ferry 
Terminal. The board made the vote 
before a packed house of residents 
who voiced both approval and dis-
approval of the project. Residents 
who oppose the plan have the 
option of appealing the decision 
to the City Council. After the meet-
ing some said they planned to do 
just that. 

In its resolution to approve the 
project the Planning Board called 
the development “an effective use 
of the site.” The resolution points 
out that, in addition to a new hotel 
and restaurant, Marriot’s plan 
includes open spaces, as well as 
pedestrian-, bicycle- and transit-
friendly facilities. 

On the other hand, one oppo-
nent pointed out that the hotel 
“would drastically alter the coast-

line and skyline and is simply too 
tall for this residential neighbor-
hood. The critic called the project 
“grotesquely out of proportion with 
the neighborhood in terms of scale 
and size and aesthetics.” 

A resident in favor of building 
the hotel told the Planning Board 
that the project “offers many bene-
fits to Alameda residents, including 
shoreline improvements with bike-
pedestrian access, shared public 
open space, a new restaurant with 
a bar and a coffee house, as well as 
conference space for the commu-
nity and business park.”

A business owner in the Harbor 
Bay Business Park echoed this 
sentiment, telling the board that 
“easy access to rooms for traveling 
employees and clients as well as 
available conference room space 
and a restaurant are great addi-
tions to this business park and the 
greater community. As I am sure 
you are well aware, the City stands 
to gain in many ways by approving 

b HOTEL: Page 10


