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Local bakers learn the stories 
behind holiday traditions.
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Art center hosting sale with 
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IT’S DEWEY DECIMAL 
SYSTEM DAY!

City Hosts Holiday 
Tree Lighting Festival

Sun Staff Reports

Residents and revelers filled the City Hall steps and plaza for this year’s 
holiday tree lighting ceremony, above. Along with city officials lighting 
the tree, live music from the Mistle-Tones, Alameda Community Band and 

the Oakland Youth Chorus (below left), festive dances from Alameda’s resident 
Tap Dancing Christmas Trees (below right), Santa Claus also made an appear-
ance. That man in the red suit will be making quite a few stops in Alameda in 
the upcoming weeks. Check the events listing on page 6 for more details.

Photos by Mike Lano

Local Murder 
Case Looms
First Alameda homicide of 2015  
happens a month before year ends

School to Dedicate New Sculpture
Earhart Elementary to honor namesake with public art

Public Comment Welcome 
on Site A Progress Monday

Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda resident confessed 

to Alameda police officers that she 
shot and killed her boyfriend as he 
slept inside an apartment complex 
last Thursday, Dec. 3.

Donna Marie Qualls, 54, called 
the Alameda Police Department 
(APD) last Thursday, and stated she 
shot her boyfriend Emmanuel Em-
met Christy Sr. Officers arrived at the 
scene of the crime on the 700 block of 
Buena Vista Avenue at around 10:19 
a.m. that morning to 
find Qualls. 

“Officers arrest-
ed her without inci-
dent,” said APD Lt. 
Jill Ottaviano. “She 
was cooperative 
and stated what 
happened.”

Ottaviano did 
confirm that the 
two were in fact in 
a dating relationship, but would not 
say if the two were living together. 
She declined to comment on what 
led Qualls to commit the crime or 
if the two had a history of domestic 
violence. 

“We don’t know if they had a his-
tory of calls to our emergency dis-
patch,” said Ottaviano.

After apprehending the suspect, 
officers searched the apartment for 
Christy’s body. Officers found his 
body shortly after. He was located 
in one of the bedrooms with a sin-
gle gunshot wound in his head, ac-
cording to reports. Christy, 73, was 
discovered deceased so there was 
no chance to offer assistance. 

“She shot him with a handgun,” 
said Ottaviano. “The weapon is now 
in our custody.”

A male relative of Qualls was at 
the scene when officers arrived at the 
apartment, Ottaviano said. He was 
not arrested and his name or relation-
ship with Qualls was not disclosed.

“He was not connected to the 
crime in any way,” said Ottaviano.

Qualls was taken to Santa Rita 
Jail at 10:45 a.m. according to the 
Alameda County inmate reports. Al-
ameda County prosecutors charged 
Qualls with murder on Monday, 
Dec. 7, after Qualls confessed to 
them that she committed the crime. 
She was also charged with one 
count of elder or dependent adult 

abuse in connection with Christy’s 
death. 

APD officers were stunned that 
Qualls confessed to her crime be-
cause it rarely ever happens.

“It’s usually doesn’t happen this 
way,” said Ottaviano. “It’s unusual 
for the person to commit the crime 
and then wait for police to show 
up. Usually we have to go through 
a long search for suspects.”  

Qualls had her plea hearing 
on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at the Wiley 

W. Manuel Court-
house. She is being 
held without bail.

This is the first 
homicide in Alame-
da in 2015. Accord-
ing to city-data.
com, Alameda has 
had 19 homicides 
since 2001 includ-
ing the homicide 
of Christy. That 

means Alameda has had on average 
1.26 homicides a year since 2001. 
The homicide rate is 1.7 per 100,000 
people. Alameda’s most violent ho-
micide year was 2009 when four 
people were murdered.

There was just one homicide in 
the city last year. Jerry Canfield, 73, 
of Alameda, was charged with mur-
dering his wife Joann on Oct. 26, 
2014. He too, like Qualls, notified 
police that he killed his loved one. 
He told police that he fatally shot 
his wife at their residence on the 
2200 block of Clinton Avenue. Can-
field said it was a mercy killing, a 
promise he made to her to take her 
out of her pain. JoAnn was plagued 
with chronic pain. They were mar-
ried for 37 years. Their neighbors 
say they were very much in love. 
Canfield is charged with murdering 
his wife Joann and is being held at 
Santa Rita Jail on $100,000 bail. He’s 
facing one count of murder and one 
count of voluntary manslaughter. 
He pled not guilty. His next hearing 
is set for Jan. 14 next year.

Current California law makes no 
provision for a “mercy killing.”

“Nothing condones, authorizes, 
or approves mercy killing or per-
mits an affirmative act or omission 
to end life other than the withhold-
ing of health care pursuant to a du-
rable power of attorney,” the law 
states.

Sun Staff Reports
Students at Amelia Earhart 

Elementary School will dedicate 
a statue in front of their school 
on Tuesday, Dec. 15. The life-size 
bronze sculpture of Amelia Earhart 
has been installed at the elemen-
tary school on Bay Farm Island that 
bears the legendary pilot’s name.

The Davis Family Foundation 

granted the Frank Bette 
Center for the Arts a $32,000 
gift to commission the stat-
ue. The Davis Family’s grant 
ensures the sculpture will 
belong to the school in per-
petuity.

The sculpture, created 
by Jane DeDecker, fea-
tures an inscription that is 
a quote from the aviatrix 
herself: “If they have the 
heart to do it, is it reckless? 
Maybe. But what do dreams 
know of boundaries?” 

Another inscription 
reads, “Everyone has 
oceans to fly.” 

The statue is considered 
the first public art on Bay 
Farm Island. 

Amelia Earhart is the 
most celebrated aviatrix in 
history and was one of the 
most famous women of her 
time. As America’s charis-
matic “Lady of the Air,” she 
set many aviation records, 
including becoming the 
first woman to fly across 
the Atlantic in 1928 as a 
passenger, the first woman 
(and second person after 
Lindbergh) to fly solo across the 
Atlantic in 1932, and the first per-
son to fly alone across the Pacific, 
from Honolulu, Hawaii, to Oakland 
in 1935. In an era when men domi-

nated aviation, she was truly a 
pioneer.

A fundraising site has been 
set up to benefit the statue at 
www.gofundme.com/pavetheway4 
Amelia.

City of Alameda

The Planning Board will discuss this Alameda Point building at its Monday, Dec. 14 
meeting at City Hall. 

Dennis Evanosky
The Planning Board is holding a 

workshop at 7 p.m., next Monday, 
Dec. 14, in the City Council Cham-
bers to review plans for a portion 
of Site A. The workshop will pres-
ent the architectural design and 
waterfront street plans for an es-
sential element of the site at Alam-
eda Point known as Block 11. The 
block fronts onto Seaplane Lagoon 
and a planned waterfront park 
near the Naval Air Museum and 

Wrightspeed. “Block 11 is located 
at the very heart of the Site A De-
velopment Plan and Alameda Point 
Waterfront Town Center planning 
area,” the city stated in a staff re-
port. 

At a workshop held in October, 
the Planning Board discussed the 
initial design concepts for the first 
three blocks at Alameda Point Site 
A, including Block 11. Since then 
the Planning Board’s Site A sub-
committee has been meeting to re-

view the evolving plans for Block 11 
and the adjacent streets. Now the 
subcommittee and city staff wish 
to elicit comments from their col-
leagues on the Planning Board itself 
and the community at large. 

They are interested to hear 
about the most current architectural 
design for the building proposed for 
Block 11 and the adjacent streets, 
which will include a newly recon-
figured Pan Am Way and a “shared 

Eric J. Kos

This statue of Amelia Earhart is 
being called the first piece of 
public art on Bay Farm Island.

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda announced 

its official list of Toys For Tots drop 
off locations in the city earlier this 
week. The U.S Marine Corps Toys 
For Tots program anticipates need-
ing holiday toys for 1,000 or more 
Alameda children this year. 

The last day to donate will be 
Friday, Dec. 18. Drop off sites at 
local schools will be collected 
Wednesday morning, Dec. 16. Ques-
tions? Contact Jim Franz at jfranz@
alamedaca.gov or 747-6883. Other 
Alameda drop sites can be found at 
www.toysfortots.org.

Drop Off Toys for Tots in City

• Alameda Fire Department Stations No. 1, 2401 Encinal Ave.; 
    No. 2, 635 Pacific Ave.; No. 3, 1703 Grand St.;  No. 4, 2595 Mecartney Road 
• Alameda City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave.
• Alameda Police Department, 1555 Oak St. 
• Alameda Free Library, 1550 Oak St. 
• Alameda Recreation & Park Department, 2226 Santa Clara Ave. 
• Alameda Municipal Power, 2000 Grand St. 
• Alameda Hospital, 2070 Clinton Ave, (Use Oak Street entrance) 
• Bank of Marin branches, 2130 Otis Drive and 1416 Park St.
• Mastick Senior Center, 1155 Santa Clara Ave.
• Tucker’s Ice Cream, 1349 Park St. 
• Rising Star and Child Unique Montessori, 1421 High St. and 2226 Encinal Ave.  
•Coffee & Tea Traders, 883 Island Drive b COMMENT: Page 12

“It’s unusual 
for the person 
to commit the 
crime and then 
wait for police 
to show up.” 

— Jill Ottaviano, APD


