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Locally Owned, Community Oriented
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SPORTS 
Baseball               Page 5

HOLIDAYS 
Xmas Tree Lane    Page 7

Annual tradition continues 
through New Year’s Eve.

Enjoy a wild bunch of  
accordion players Saturday.

ISLAND ARTS
Accordion Frenzy  Page 8

Sharpen your pencils for 
some brainteasing fun!

PUZZLES PAGE 
Soduku & More    Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

Sun Staff Reports
Pearl Harbor Event Set at 

Naval Air Museum
See the 1970 film Tora! Tora! Tora! 

described as a “dramatic retelling 
of the Pearl Harbor attack details 
everything in the days that led up 
to that tragic moment in American 
history” in commemoration of Pearl 
Harbor Day this weekend at the 
Alameda Naval Air Museum. The 
movie features Jason Robards.

The museum will screen the 
film at 1 p.m. on both Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec. 9 and 10 and last 
three hours. The movie is free with 
regular museum admission. 

Alameda Naval Air Museum is 
located at 2151 Ferry Point Rd. 
Bldg. 77. Find out more at alameda 
navalairmuseum.org.

LimeBike Program Turns in 
First Data Report

LimeBike, Alameda’s new bike-
sharing program that allows the 
public to easily access a well main-
tained bicycle reports more than 
10,000 rides have been taken in 
the program’s first 30 days. Since 
its launch on Oct. 5, in a six-month 
pilot program, LimeBike has been 
compiling data on its users and will 
provide monthly reporting to the 

city. In addition to the total rides 
taken, Limebike reports over the 
last 30 days:

• An average of 350 rides were 
taken per day.

• An average number of 266 
unique riders have used a LimeBike 
each day.

• Peak times for usage are the 
morning and evening commutes.

“We are excited to have data 
that shows a high and continued 
level of ridership on the island,” 
stated City Manager Jill Keimach. 
“LimeBike’s innovative and cost-
effective dockless bike share pro-
gram is good for Alameda — reduc-
ing trips taken by cars, alleviating 
traffic, and it is free to the City.” 

The program’s customer service 
and operations ground teams are 
comprised of five full-time employ-
ees that maintain and redistribute 
the bikes in town. The LimeBike 
smartphone app includes informa-
tion regarding laws and regulations, 
including those requiring all riders 
younger than 18 to wear a helmet.

Every couple of days, the 
ground team sweeps East Oakland 
and the surrounding areas to locate 
LimeBikes that have ventured off-
Island. LimeBike continues to fine-
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Native Sworn as Superior Court Judge

Meeting the Chief

Home Tour Features 
Franklin Park Beauty

Structure Fire Takes Life

Dennis Evanosky
In 1891, A. W. Pattiani Co. 

built a Queen Anne-style house at 
1400 San Jose Ave. for Fortunatus 
Dow Traveller and his wife, Ida.  
Fortunatus managed E. W. Dore, 
a company of teamsters in San 
Francisco. Fortunatus enjoyed the 
home until he passed away in 1903. 
Ida continued to live there until 
her death on Nov. 26, 1932. The 
home then passed to her great-
nephew, Smith Chelsey Anderson. 
He worked as a funeral director and 
lived at 1400 San Jose with his wife 
Jean and daughter, also named Jean 
after her mother. 

Roger and Tracy Becker, who 
now call 1400 San Jose Ave. home, 
will open their doors this Saturday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. for the 
Alameda Holiday Home Tour. 

Pre-sale tickets through tomor-
row, Dec. 8, are $35 at Alameda 
Family Services, 2325 Clement Ave. 
or at alamedaholidayhometour.com. 
They will be available at the Elks 
Lodge, 2255 Santa Clara Ave., for $40 
the day of the tour. 

Tour participants and members 
of the public can also visit a gift 
boutique and gourmet shop at the 
Elks Lodge. A holiday desert tea 
will be open to ticket holders only 
at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Proceeds from the tour benefit 
Alameda Family Services.

Photo & Story by Dennis Evanosky

Executive Director of the West Alameda Business Association, Linda Asbury, 
greets Alameda’s new Fire Chief, Edmond Rodriguez at the official ribbon cut-
ting and public tour of Fire Station No. 3 and the Emergency Operations Center 

near Grand Street and Buena Vista Avenue. After the official ceremony, the chief led 
members of the public around the new facilities. 

Dennis Evanosky
At 5:50 a.m., last Monday, the 

Alameda Fire Department (AFD) 
responded to the report of a house 
fire on the 2300 block of Eagle 
Avenue. When the firefighters arrive, 
they saw fire coming from the base-
ment and first floor of a single-story 
home. They learned from bystand-
ers that an elderly man lived at the 
house and was likely still inside. 

Some of the 33 firefighters who 
responded made their way into the 
home and searched for the occu-
pant, while others extinguished the 
fire. Firefighters had the fire under 
control within 10 minutes. They 
discovered a deceased adult male 
inside the home at 6:15 a.m.  

Crews from the Oakland Fire 

Department provided mutual aid, 
covering the fire stations. Crews 
from Alameda Municipal Power, 
the city’s Building Department 
and Pacific Gas & Electric Co. also 
responded to the fire. Other than 
the fatality, there were no other 
injuries reported. Authorities did 
not identify the victim, but neigh-
bors said that he was in his early 
90s. He was a Navy veteran who had 
lived alone in the home. Neighbors 
said that a caretaker lived with the 
victim during the week, but was not 
present when the fire broke out. 

AFD investigators are working 
with Alameda Police Department 
and the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Office to determine the fire’s cause 
and origin.

Eric J. Kos
Assistant City Clerk for the City 

of Alameda, Irma Glidden, brought 
to my attention that this summer, 
her brother, Benjamin T. Reyes II, 
was appointed a Superior Court 
Judge for Contra Costa County. 
Reyes grew up in Alameda and, 
along with Glidden and his other 
siblings, attended Encinal High 
School. While a senior at Encinal, 
Reyes earned his Eagle Scout 
badge. He would go on to serve 
as President of the Alameda Free 
Library Foundation among many 
other acheivements.

Today he is the first Filipino 
American Superior Court Judge 
for Contra Costa County, and just 
the second Filipino American 
Superior Court Judge in Bay Area 
history.

“Ben’s story is California’s 
story,” said Assembly Member 
Rob Bonta about Reyes’ recent 
appointment in a post online. 
“His father came to the U.S. from 
the Phillippines to serve in the 
U.S. Navy. I could not prouder 
of my friend. I know he will be 
a champion for justice for all 
Californians.” 

Reyes, 51, served as city attor-
ney for Union City since 2010 and 
Pinole since 2005. He is a partner 
in a local law firm. He also provided 
general counsel to the East Bay 
Municipal Utilities District and as 
deputy city attorney for San Jose. 
Reyes also served in the U.S. Army 
reserve from 1983 to 1987. 

He earned his Juris Doctor 
degree from University of San 
Francisco’s School of Law and 
holds a Bachelor of Arts from UC 
Berkeley. He fills the vacancy left 
by Judge Thomas M. Maddock’s 
retirement. 

Summer House Changes Hands

Courtesy photo

Gov. Jerry Brown appointed Alameda native Benjamin Reyes II Contra Costa County 
Superior Court Judge in May. Above, Reyes takes the oath of office from Chief 
Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye while surrounded by his family. Reyes’ sister, Assistant 
City Clerk for the City of Alameda, Irma Glidden, appears at far left.

Dennis Evanosky
Investor Kennedy Wilson 

recently sold the 615-unit Summer 
House apartment complex for $231 
million in what The San Francisco 
Business Times is calling the Bay 
Area’s largest multifamily deal of 
2017; the buyer was not disclosed.

The 17-building West End com-
plex is bordered by Buena Vista 
Avenue on the south and Atlantic 
Avenue on the north. Originally 
Webster and Poggi streets formed 
the property’s eastern and western 
boundaries, respectively. In 1964 
and 1965, Albert Gersten’s Beverly 
Hills-based Gersten Management 
Company built the complex on the 
former site of the 760-unit Chipman 
Housing project, which was built in 
1943. Gersten opened the complex as 
“The Buena Vista Apartments.”

His company paid off the low-
cost federally funded mortgage, 
freeing him from the rent-control 
stipulation in the mortgage con-
tract. Gersten changed the com-
plex’s name to Bridgeport and 
announced he was going to raise 
the rents. He did so on Jan. 1, 1989. 
Eight days later, the tenants sued. 

They argued that with the laws 
and policies on its books — the 
1973 Measure A in particular — 
Alameda excluded “a dispropor-
tionate amount of blacks and other 
families from residing in the city.” 
Alameda came out on the losing end, 
when Superior Court Judge Michael 
Ballachey agreed. He ruled that sec-
tions of Alameda’s land-use policies 
were illegal because they discrimi-
nated against low-income residents.

Gersten owned the property until 
1996, when he filed for bankruptcy. 
Bank of America took over the apart-
ments and sold them to Mark and 
Ian Sanders’ Florida-based “Fifteen 
Group.” By the time the Sanders 
brothers took over Bridgeport, the 
Naval Air Station had closed and 
many of the apartment complex’s 
tenants were either restationed 
or out of their jobs. The Sanders 
made few changes, other than infus-
ing a maritime theme by painting 
the buildings blue and orange and 
renaming the place “Harbor Island.” 

In 2000, the Sanders surrounded 
their property with metal gates and 
bars and allowed it to deteriorate.  
Four years later they evicted all the 
tenants to make way for major reno-
vations. The evictions were featured 
in the 2008 film, Civic Unity: Five 
Years in the West End of Alameda.

In 2005, the Los Angeles-based 
real-estate company Kennedy 
Wilson purchased Harbor Island 
from the Fifteen Group. Auctioneers 
Donald F. Kennedy, John Wilson 
and William Stevenson founded 
Kennedy Wilson in 1977. In 1988, 
they sold it to William McMurrow, 
who still owns the company. 

Kennedy Wilson took over a 
completely vacant complex and 
spent a reported $32 million to per-
form the renovations the Sanders 
brothers had promised. They 
renamed the complex “Summer 
House.” Once the company com-
pleted the facelift, Kennedy Wilson 
sold the property. In 2008, the firm 
repurchased Summer House, which 
it now has sold.

News in Brief

Courtesy KTVU

A firefighter uses a saw to gain entry to a home, where 
an elderly man lived alone. Firefighters later discovered 
his body inside.

Eric J. Kos

The home at 1400 San Jose Ave. will be just one of 
the homes open to the public this Saturday for the 47th 
Annual Alameda Holiday Home Tour. 


