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News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Alameda Naval Air Museum 
Celebrates Pearl Harbor Day

In honor of Pearl Harbor Day, 
Dec. 7, the Alameda Naval Air 
Museum will commemorate the 
77th anniversary of Japan’s inva-
sion of Pearl Harbor with free 
admission all day Saturday, Dec. 8, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The museum will present 
photo displays and models of U.S. 
and Japanese airplanes, includ-
ing famous ships, boats, the Blue 
Angels, the USS Enterprise, the 
Battle of Midway, Women in Service 
and the Coast Guard. 

The Alameda Naval Air Museum 
is located at 2151 Ferry Point, 
Building No. 77 at Alameda Point. 
For more information, call 522-4262 
or visit alamedanavalairmuseum.org.

Two Alameda Companies 
Make Deliotte Fast 500

Deliotte, an international audit 
and assurance, tax, legal, risk and 
financial advisory and consulting 
firm maintains a database of the 
fastest-growing companies in North 
America. Called the “Fast 500,” the 
companies chosen for the honor 
“combine technological innova-
tion, entrepreneurship and rapid 
growth,” according to the Deliotte 
website. The 2018 winners includ-
ed two companies from Alameda: 
Exelixis, Inc. and Penumbra, Inc. 
Both work in the healthcare indus-
try and are located at the Harbor 
Bay Business Park. 

Founded in 1994, Exelixis, Inc. is 
an oncology-focused biotechnology 
company. The company “strives to 
accelerate the discovery, develop-
ment and commercialization of new 
medicines for difficult-to-treat can-
cers.” It is located at 1851 Harbor 
Bay Pkwy. 

Deliotte ranked Exelixis the 79th 
fastest-growing company with a 
registered growth of 1,702 percent 
last year. The company’s CEO is Dr. 
Michael Morrissey, Ph.D.

Penumbra, Inc., headquartered 

just down the street at 1351 Harbor 
Bay Pkwy., focuses on developing 
innovative therapies. According to 
its website, “Penumbra designs, 
develops, manufactures and mar-
kets medical devices and has a 
broad portfolio of products that 
addresses challenging medical 
conditions and significant clinical 
needs.” Penumbra products are 
sold to hospitals and clinics in the 
U.S. and internationally.

Deliotte ranked Penumbra 449th 
with a growth rate rate of 166 per-
cent. The CEO is Adam Elsesser.

Holiday Home Tour on Tap
Alameda Family Services League 

will present five stately, festive and 
unique homes at its 48th annual 
fundraiser, the Alameda Holiday 
Home Tour, this Saturday, Dec. 8, 
from noon to 4 p.m. The tour fea-
tures homes throughout the Island 
City dressed up for the holidays. 
Tourgoers also receive tickets to 
the delicious and charming Holiday 
Tea from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Open to the public the day of 
the tour is the popular Gourmet 
Shop, Holiday Gift Boutique and 
Texas-style raffle at the Alameda 
Elks Lodge, 2255 Santa Clara Ave. 
All proceeds from tickets and pur-
chases at the Alameda Elks Lodge 
go directly to support Alameda 
Family Services.

Presale tickets are available for 
$35 at Alameda Family Services 
at 2325 Clement Ave. or online at 
www.alamedaholidayhometour.
com. Tickets may be purchased on 
the day of the tour at the Alameda 
Elks Lodge for $40.

Alameda Family Services 
is a human services organiza-
tion, active in Alameda and the 
East Bay. Its programs improve 
the emotional, psychological and 
physical health of children, youth 
and families.

For more information about the 
Alameda Holiday Home Tour, con-
tact Alameda Holiday Home Tour 
Vice Chair, Carol Rivano, at 612-
5396 or crivano@comcast.net.

9-Foot Menorah Lit

Ekene Ikeme
The City Council conducted a 

public hearing to discuss whether 
to amend the city’s Zoning Map 
and General Plan at a property 
near Crab Cove to create a well-
ness center at its Dec. 4 meeting. 
They also discussed future proce-
dures after accepting a Certificate 
of Sufficiency for a proposed initia-
tive measure that would prohibit 
the creation of the wellness center.

The 3.71-acre property is current-
ly owned by the Federal Government. 
After the U.S Department of 
Agriculture abandoned its use of 
the federal buildings, the Federal 
Government entered into a lease 
agreement to convey the property to 
Alameda Point Collaborative (APC), 
a nonprofit, for assisted living, medi-
cal respite and supportive service 
facilities for the homeless. However, 
the deal is contingent on APC being 
allowed to create a 3.65-acre well-
ness center at the site. To do this the 
city’s Zoning Map and General Plan 
needs to be amended.

City staff and the Planning Board 
are recommending the Council 
amend the Zoning Map to remove 
the G Overlay and the General Plan 
to change the land use from Federal 
Facilities to Office to be consistent 
with the underlying A-P zoning.

The plan has also received 
support from the Planning Board 
and many residents. However, the 
Friends of Crab Cove (FCC), an 
organization representing neigh-
borhoods, businesses and schools 
adjacent to Crab Cove Regional 
Park, are in heavy opposition of the 
proposed wellness center. 

Members believe having a well-
ness center for homeless individuals 
will create a safety hazard for Crab 
Cove visitors, many of them children. 
Members began a signature gather-
ing effort to create an ordinance on 
the November 2020 General Election 
ballot to change the zoning at the 
property to open space.

The Registrar’s office approved 
the signatures on Nov. 28. The 
City Council has three options to 
take, according to the California 
Election Code. They can adopt the 
ordinance, adopt a resolution sub-

mitting the ordinance to the vot-
ers. To do that the Council must 
draft arguments and direct the City 
Attorney to prepare impartial anal-
ysis. Lastly, they can order a report 
on the effect of the proposed initia-
tive measure. Staff is recommend-
ing option three, according to a city 
memorandum.

City staff maintains the wellness 
center is the best use of the prop-
erty on the west side of McKay 
Avenue. Staff supports the plan 
because it aims to “provide housing 
that meets the city’s diverse hous-
ing needs, specifically including 
affordable housing, special needs 
housing and senior housing,” which 
is part of Alameda General Housing 
Plan. The city also cites the more 
than 350 acres of Alameda land des-
ignated for future park plans includ-
ing the 21-acre Jean Sweeney Park, 
the eight-acre Estuary Park and a 
3.9-acre park adjacent to the well-
ness center purchased by East Bay 
Regional Park District (EBRPD).

Another reason FCC opposes the 
wellness center is its members feel 
the land should be used by EBRPD 
to expand Crab Cove. In November 
2008, more than 70 percent of the 
Alameda and Contra Costa County 
voters voted in favor of EBRPD’s 
Measure WW, a tax measure cover-
ing projects in Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties, according to the 
FCC website. “One of the specific 
projects listed in the measure was 
funding for EBRPD to acquire the 
surplus federal property next to 
Crown Beach,” reads the website. 
However, EBRPD has already gone 
on record that it doesn’t want the 
property because they recently 
acquired the nearby 3.9-acre prop-
erty. The city does not want to tear 
down the existing buildings at the 
property nor divert funds allocated 
to already existing park plans.

The wellness center would con-
sist of 90 housing units for formerly 
homeless individuals, a 50-bed med-
ical respite center, a resource center 
to help recently homeless people 
locate housing and a 7,000-square-
foot primary care clinic for outpa-
tient services. The Council made its 
decision after press time.

Council Listens to Options 
on Crab Cove Project

Eric J. Kos
Members of the congrega-

tion, city officials and members 
of the public joined Chabad of 
Alameda for the lighting of a 9-foot 
Hanukkah menorah on the water-
front in the Bridgeside Center last 
Sunday, Dec. 2, the first night of the 
eight-day holiday. The ceremony, 
organized by Chabad-Lubavitch 
Rabbi Meir Shmotkin, featured a 
fire juggling show, arts and crafts, 
food and Mayor Trish Spencer 
lighting the attending candle.

“The menorah serves as a sym-
bol of Alameda’s dedication to 
preserve and encourage the right 
and liberty of all its residents to 
worship freely, openly and with 
pride,” said Schmotkin. “This 

is true especially in America, a 
nation that was founded upon, 
and vigorously protects, the right 
of every person to practice his 
or her religion free from restraint 
and persecution.” 

The menorah lighting is part 
of the worldwide Hanukkah cam-
paign, an initiative launched by 
the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. 
Schneerson, of righteous memo-
ry, in 1973. The campaign high-
lights and encourages the central 
theme of the holiday — publiciz-
ing the story of the Hanukkah 
miracle.

“The message of Hanukkah 
is the message of light,” said 
Shmotkin. “The nature of light is 
that it is always victorious over 

darkness. A small amount of light 
dispels a lot of darkness. Another 
act of goodness and kindness, 
another act of light, can make all 
the difference.”

Alameda’s menorah is one of 
more than 15,000 large, public 
menorahs sponsored by Chabad 
in more than 100 countries 
around the world. This includes 
in front of landmarks such as the 
White House, the Eiffel Tower and 
the Kremlin. The display helps 
children and adults of all walks of 
life discover and enjoy the holi-
day message.

For more information about 
Hanukkah and a schedule of local 
events, visit jewishalameda.com/
chanukah.

Chabad of Alameda celebrates start of Hanukkah

Clayton J. Mitchell Photography

Rabbi Meir Schmotkin of Chabad of Alameda (holding torch) says a few words 
to mark the celebration of Hanukkah in Alameda last Sunday. Mayor Trish 
Spencer lit the first candle on the 9-foot menorah shown at left.

City to Light Tree Dec. 8
Sun Staff Reports

The annual celebration of 
Christmas courtesy of the City of 
Alameda, the Alameda Mayor’s 
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony is 
set for 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
8. Entertainment includes: Oakland 
Youth Chorus, Alameda Adaptive 
Arts, Bay Area Music Project Choir, 
Alameda Community Band, the 
Tap Dancing Christmas Trees and 

the Mistletones Rockin’ Holiday 
Special. The official tree lighting 
will take place at 5:30 p.m. 

Children will receive candy 
canes and a chance to visit with 
Santa. The event also coincides 
with Downtown Alameda’s Cocoa 
Crawl. 

The ceremony is free and open 
to the public. For more informa-
tion, see alamedaca.gov/recreation.

Sun Staff Reports
Butte County students, families 

and educators displaced by wildfire 
received some positive messages 
of support from local students 
thanks to the Alameda Education 
Foundation (AEF).

AEF organized a program to pro-
duce and send more than 130 piec-
es of art and literature to the Butte 
County Office of Education to sup-
port people in Paradise, Calif., — 
students, families and educators —
who lost their schools in the recent 
Camp Fire. Alameda students drew 
pictures and wrote poems, notes 
and letters to show their support. 
They invented word games and 
mazes and attached crayons and 
pencils to some of the art. Several 
students requested to be pen pals 
with Butte County students.

The idea for the program came 
from a Facebook post in which 
Butte County Superintendent of 
Schools Tim Taylor, in response to 
questions about how to support the 
school communities affected by the 
fire, suggested sending letters or art 

with positive messages that could 
be shared at new Butte schools and 
online as part of the “Butte Schools 
Strong” rebuilding effort.

The art and literature were 
created by Wood Middle School 
fifth-graders, Henry Haight 
Elementary School fifth-grad-
ers, Ruby Bridges Elementary 
School fourth-graders, Edison 
Elementary School fifth-graders, 
Lincoln Middle School seventh-
graders and Alameda High School 

students. More art and literary 
work is expected. 

The effort is an extension of 
AEF’s “Art Across the Island,” which 
has displayed more than 2,000 
works of student art in the city’s 
libraries and small businesses. 

“Now we have expanded this 
program to bring art to Butte 
County students in what we call 
‘Art Beyond Our Island,’” said AEF 
board member and art curator Pam 
Riley Chang.

Alameda Kids Send 
Love to Paradise

Courtesy Edison Elementary School

Edison Elementary School students from Kate Flanagan’s fifth-grade class display the 
art they created to send to students affected by the Butte County fires.  


