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Dancing Xmas Trees 
Join NYC Festivities
Alameda’s famous dance troupe marches down 
Broadway in 90th Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade

Mike Lano 
Alameda’s beloved Tap 

Dancing Christmas Trees were a 
part of the 90th annual Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
Thursday in New York City. The 
locally based dance troupe has 
joined the parade in years past. 
The group doesn’t just receive a 
brief shot before cameras transi-
tioned to a nearby float or giant 
balloon. 

Instead, they first appeared 
and were introduced by Muppets 
including stage manager Scooter 
and the Great Gonzo seconds after 
NBC’s national broadcast of the 
parade got underway. 

The Trees were later celebrated 
by reviewers and on social media 
as one of the historic parade’s big-
gest stars.

Trees also performed in a lon-
ger segment later in the broad-
cast. They also appeared at the 
show’s end during the conclusion-
ary parade recap besides being 
thanked as well in the credits. 

There were larger dance 
troupes and cheerleading squads 
from all over the country; but 

the Trees are so unique and dis-
tinctive, TV Guide described them 
as “Alameda, California’s joyful 
tap-dancing trees are so distinct-
ly different, fun and irreverent; 
they were the real highlight of 
the entire parade and truly stood 
out from the rest of the marching 
group acts!”

Both the Trees and longtime 
director Pam Drake volunteer not 
just in Alameda, but for the New 
York City parade. “Our tap dancers 
range in age from 15 to 74 years of 
age,” said Drake. “The taps on their 
shoes have to be totally replaced 
after they tap the length of the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade, no 
matter if it’s sunny or bad weather.”

The local treasures Alameda 
has always been proud of are now 
nationally recognized as goodwill 
ambassadors. They bring smiles to 
everyone’s faces with their innova-
tive routines, comedy and fun.

See the Trees Locally
An evening fundraiser and 

Holiday Extravaganza will feature 
the Tap Dancing Christmas Trees, 
3 O’Clock Jump Big Band and the 

Alameda Community Band (ACB) 
tomorrow, Friday, Dec. 2. The 
groups will entertain Alamedans 
at the Veterans Memorial Building, 
2203 Central Ave. Festivities begin 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Donations will be accepted at 
the door. ACB is looking for help 
to fully fund its 2017 season. To 
help out, send a donation to ACB, 
2 Curlew Ct., Alameda, CA 94501. 
ACB is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit and 
donations are tax deductible. Learn 
more about ACB at www.alameda 
comunityband.weebly.com. 

The Tap Dancing Christmas 
Trees will also be part of the 
upcoming annual Mayor’s Holiday 
Tree Lighting Ceremony set for 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 4 p.m. The 
Trees will dance in front of City 
Hall. The tree lighting is free and 
open to the public.

The Trees were 
celebrated as one 
of the historic 
parade’s biggest 
stars.

Sun Staff Reports
Street Repairs to Begin Today 

Street repairs and hot mix 
asphalt patching are scheduled to 
begin, weather permitting, today, 
Thursday, Dec. 1, and expected 
to end on Dec. 16. Construction 
will take place Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The following locations have 
been identified for repair:

• Clement Avenue, from Grand 
Street to Broadway

• Fortmann Way, from Grand 
Street to Alaska Packer Place

• The intersection of Grand 
Street and Fortmann Way

No-parking signs will be post-
ed 72 hours in advance of the 
planned work to advise residents 
on when parking restrictions will 
become effective. During con-
struction, motorists will experi-
ence minor disruptions in traffic, 
temporary loss of parking spac-
es, temporary restricted street 
access, as well as an increase in 
noise and dust levels.

The project will be completed 
with funds from Alameda County 
Measures B and BB and the Vehicle 
Registration Fund, Measure F.  

Questions or information 
about the project should be 
directed to Laurie Kozisek at 747-
7900.

Alamedan to Sit  
on Parole Board

Gov. Jerry Brown has appoint-
ed Alameda resident Troy Taira, 
to a three-year term as a commis-
sioner on the state Board of Parole 
Hearings. If approved by the state 
senate, he would sit as one of 12 

full-time commissioners and earn 
$142,095, a year. 

Taira received his law degree 
from the University of California 
at Davis School of Law. He served 
as staff counsel and prosecutor for 
the U.S. Coast Guard; a senior staff 
attorney at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security; and in the U.S. 
Navy Reserve. He has been serving 
as a deputy commission on the 
Board of Parole Hearings. 

Parole Board Commissioners 
play two roles in the state’s legal 
system. They travel throughout 
the state to oversee parole suit-
ability hearings for adult offenders 
and hold monthly public sessions 
to review cases that Brown’s office 
refers to the board. 

Shootings on Westline Drive
According to the Alameda Police 

Department, just before 10:15 a.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, an 85-year-old 
man came into the Crown Bay 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 
508 Westline Drive, and shot a rela-
tive, an 85-year-old woman. 

Police said that the man shot 
the woman to ease her pain and 
suffering, and then turned the gun 
on himself. Both the victim and the 
perpetrator survived. 

Paramedics transported 
the pair to Highland Hospital in 
Oakland, where police placed the 
suspected shooter under armed 
guard. Both the shooter and the 
victim regained consciousness the 
next day, police said. 

APD recovered a gun at the 
scene. They are only identifying the 
suspect as an Alameda resident. 
Police have not commented the 
identity of the victim.
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The Tap Dancing Christmas Trees of Alameda marched in the 2016 Thanksgiving 
Day parade in New York City, which was held for the 90th time last Thursday. 

Council Closes 2016 
with Three Referrals

Sun Staff Reports

Above, Mayor Trish Spencer, fellow council members and other officials got a 
little help from a much larger “golden” shovel on Monday, Nov. 14, when 
they joined Tim Lewis Communities and the Housing Authority of the City of 

Alameda to celebrate the groundbreaking of Star Harbor’s Warehouse 48 (for-
merly the Del Monte Warehouse). The development project includes the adjacent 
Senior Affordable Housing Building at the corner of Sherman Street and Buena Vista 
Avenue. The project will consist of approximately 380 residential units and 30,000 
square feet of commercial space.

Hornet Recalls Pearl Harbor

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda City Council will 

convene its last Council meeting 
of 2016 on Tuesday, Dec. 6, at City 
Hall in the Council Chambers.

Three council referrals are on 
the agenda. Council referrals refer 
to matters placed on the agenda 
by a councilmember, which may 
be acted upon or scheduled as a 
future agenda item.

Mayor Trish Spencer placed 
two of the three referrals on the 
agenda. Her first discusses the 
possible submission of a com-
plaint to the Fair 
Political Practices 
C o m m i s s i o n 
(FPPC) regarding 
campaign mailers. 
Spencer describes 
her criticism 
of two negative 
campaign mail-
ers directed at 
s o o n - t o - b e - f o r -
mer Councilman Tony Daysog. In 
the mailers, Daysog is compared 
to Donald Trump and the other 
shows an image of Daysog with the 
caption “Pay 2 Play” in bold yellow 
type. However, Spencer’s qualms 
aren’t with the negativity of the 
mailer, but the mailer’s failure to 
include any information identify-
ing the sender and that it used 
non-traceable postage stamps.

This violates FPPC’s Political 
Reform Act regarding slate mail-
er identification and disclaimer 
requirements. 

The requirement states “No 
slate mailer organization or com-
mittee formed to support or 
oppose one or more ballot mea-
sures shall send a slate mailer 
unless: the name, street address 
and city of the slate mailer orga-
nization of committee primar-
ily formed to support or oppose 
one or more ballot measures are 
shown on the outside of each 
piece of slate mail and on at least 
one of the inserts included with 
each piece of slate mail...”

There is no name, street 
address or city on the mailer ads. 

Spencer’s second referral 

requests staff provide an update 
on the ongoing negotiations 
between the city and Friends of 
the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) 
as soon as possible. 

FAAS began its quest to rene-
gotiate its current contract with 
the city by submitting a proposal 
at the Oct. 4 City Council meet-
ing (“FAAS Contract in Discussion” 
Sept. 20). FAAS said the only alter-
native if it does not get more fund-
ing is to revert to a facility that 
operates more like a dog pound. 
This option would end the animal 

shelter’s many 
services to stray 
animals, such as 
vaccinations, flea 
treatment and 
medical or behav-
ioral rehabilita-
tion.

The third 
council referral 
was brought on 

by Daysog. The Councilmember 
wants the City Clerk and City 
Attorney to work together to for-
mulate a local campaign finance 
reform ordinance. 

The ordinance would focus on 
fully covering the direct and indi-
rect City Clerk administrative elec-
toral costs of City Council, mayor-
al, City Treasurer and City Auditor 
candidates. Under this ordinance, 
candidates would be responsible 
with paying costs including the 
$100 candidate registration fil-
ing fee, as well as the election 
ballot\voter guide printing cost 
the City Clerk’s office administers 
on behalf of the Alameda County 
Voter Registrar’s Office.

If the number of candidates 
for any of the positions is more 
than the allotted for each position 
(eight City Council, four mayoral, 
four City Treasurer and four City 
Auditor) the candidates have to 
split the City Clerk’s increased 
administrative costs. 

For more information on the 
Dec. 6 council meeting agenda, visit 
https://alamedaca.gov/agendas.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@ 
alamedasun.com.
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New affordable senior living, residential, commercial 
space now under construction at ‘Warehouse 48’

News in Brief

Sun Staff Reports
The aircraft carrier USS 

Hornet — docked at 707 West 
Hornet Ave. on Alameda Point — 
invites the community on board 
for the 75th anniversary of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 
The Hornet will host the remem-
brance from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

next Wednesday, Dec. 7. The car-
rier will especially honor those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice at 
Pearl Harbor. 

Scheduled speakers will 
include a member of the 442rd 
Regimental Combat Team, a dis-
tinguished airman and a member 
of the Navy WAVES. 

The councilmem-
ber wants ... 
to formulate a 
local campaign 
finance reform 
ordinance. 


