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News in Brief
Package Bomb Explodes  

on Bay Farm
Dennis Evanosky

On Oct. 19, the United States 
Postal Service (USPS) delivered a 
package to a home in East Palo 
Alto. The package — disguised to 
resemble a jewelry box — con-
tained a home-made pipe bomb 
that exploded when the address-
ee’s father opened the package. 

Last Friday morning, USPS 
delivered a package to an Alameda 
police officer’s home on Oleander 
Avenue. When the officer’s wife 
opened the package, it exploded in 
her face. The blast burned her and 
injured her ears. 

USPS inspectors are investigat-
ing whether the same person might 
have manufactured and mailed both 
bombs. Investigators will attempt to 
reconstruct the package. Of particu-
lar importance to the preliminary 
investigation are the package’s mail-
ing label and serial number. These 
will help investigators determine 
which post office was used to mail 
the package. They will then examine 
surveillance video at that particular 
post office to help pinpoint who 
mailed the package. 

Postal inspectors stress that the 
person they believe might have 
manufactured these bombs is, at 
best, a person of interest. They 
have no suspects in this case.  
Postal inspector Jeff Fitch stressed 
the seriousness of sending a bomb 
using USPS. “It’s a federal offense,” 
he said. “We’ve got a whole task 
force of people working on it.”

Henry Lee at KTVU Channel 2 
reported that sources told him that 

a local gang sent the bomb to the 
Alameda police officer through the 
USPS, as well as to the address in 
East Palo Alto. However inspectors 
told Lee that they are staying tight-
lipped about the case. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Alameda Police 
Department are all assisting USPS 
in the investigation. Authorities are 
releasing few details.

Correction
Sun Staff Reports

Last week’s story on a petition 
to recognize World War II-era pho-
tographer Joe Rosenthal contained 
an error (“Help Preserve an Icon,” 
Nov. 23). Alameda resident and 
World War II veteran Floyd Hunter, 
92, has been working to circulate 
the petition. Hunter’s phone num-
ber was printed incorrectly in the 
story. The correct number to reach 
him and sign the petition recogniz-
ing Rosenthal is (510) 521-1960. 
Hunter would also enjoy volunteer 
help to get the petition circulated. 

The petition aims to honor 
Rosenthal, whose photo of U.S. 
Marines on Iwo Jima is well 
known, by having a Navy ship 
christened in his name. 

Hunter invites anyone inter-
ested in the topic to attend the 
next lunch meeting of the Marine 
Corps Combat Correspondents 
Association, Joe Rosenthal Chapter 
of San Francisco, at Alameda’s Pasta 
Pelican (2455 Mariner Square Drive) 
on Wednesday, Dec. 20, at noon.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Fire Department 

and the city’s Public Works 
Department are hosting an open 
house and ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny for the new Fire Station No. 
3 and the adjoining Emergency 
Operations Center at 1625 Buena 
Vista Ave. and 1809 Grand St. this 
Saturday, Dec. 2. The festivities 
begin at 1 p.m.   

The public is invited to join 
Alameda’s new fire chief, Edmond 
Rodriguez, on a walk through the 
facilities. Light refreshments will 
be served.

Rodriguez comes to Alameda 
with 29 years of experience in the 
fire service after working as fire 
chief for the city of Salinas since 
2012. In Salinas, he supervised 

a staff of 101 sworn and civilian 
personnel, administered a budget 
of $21 million and oversaw a com-
plete rebuild of that organization. 
He also served twice as presi-
dent of the Monterey County Fire 
Chief’s Association. 

Prior to working for Salinas, 
Rodriguez served the city of 
Stockton for more than 24 years, 
most recently as the deputy fire 
chief of operations. He has also 
served as a flight nurse and para-
medic for Medi-Flight of Modesto 
and California Shock Trauma 
Rescue (Calstar).

The new Fire Station No. 3 is 
a 9,000-square-foot facility that 
houses one engine company and 
includes living quarters, two appa-
ratus bays, a conference room and 

a public lobby. This fire station has 
replaced the existing rented build-
ing that previously served as Fire 
Station No. 3 at the corner of Grand 
Street and Pacific Avenue. 

The Emergency Operations 
Center is a two-story, 3,400-square-
foot facility that provides a central 
command and communications 
facility for the city’s emergency 
operations team to help the com-
munity in the event of a disas-
ter. It includes offices, breakout 
rooms, rest rooms, showers and 
informational screens to provide 
timely information to emergency 
responders. It has an open, flex-
ible floor plan with room for 50 
individuals staffed from all city 
departments during a major emer-
gency event.  

Local Drowns after 
Driving into Estuary

City Passes Ordinance to 
Regulate Legal Cannabis

Meet New Fire Chief, 
Station this Saturday
Alameda Fire Department to host open house, ceremony

Eric J. Kos

Alameda’s state-of-the-art Emergency Operations Center at 1809 Grand St. and Fire 
Station No. 3 (background) will be formally dedicated with a ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny and public tour this Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m.

Sun Staff Reports
Dozens of Bay Area residents 

gathered at the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors building 
in Oakland to demand supervi-
sors audit Alameda County Sheriff 
Gregory Ahern’s budget. Those gath-
ered at the demonstration want to 
know how the sheriff’s office is han-
dling taxpayer money. At the event, 
organizers set up placards with ques-
tions and answers on them. 

One such placard wrote the 
question “How full are our county 
jails?” The answer read “Alameda 
County jails are half empty. The 
capacity of our jails are 4,716 beds 
and today about 2,200 people occu-
py jail beds.” However, protesters 
say the office’s budget continues 
to expand with fewer inmates. 

Ahern has pre-
viously said 
the depart-
ment’s budget 
has increased 
because of 
cost of liv-
ing pay hikes 
for its officers 
and staff mem-
bers and other 
increased operating costs. 

The event coincides with the 
department’s acceptance of a 
$1 million federal grant from the 
Department of Justice (DOJ). The 
grant will go toward the hiring 
of eight new officers. The federal 
grant comes through a DOJ pro-
gram that favors cities and states 

County Sheriff Took 
Federal Grant Money

Alameda Fire Department

A crew aboard the Alameda Fire Department rescue boat helped retrieve a sunken 
vehicle and its driver from the Estuary last Sunday.

Dennis Evanosky
Paul Douglas Scherer of Alameda 

died Sunday when the minivan 
he was driving plunged into the 
Oakland Estuary. Witnesses called 
911 about 8:30 a.m. to report that 
they saw a white minivan go into 
the estuary off Derby Avenue in 
Oakland, across from the Bridgeside 
Shopping Center. 

“It’s a dead-end street that 
stops at the estuary,” Oakland Fire 
Department (OFD) Battalion Chief 
Nick Luby said. “The vehicle drove 
down the street and ended up in the 
estuary.”

One witness said that he saw 
a white minivan driving south 
on Derby Avenue. “The minivan 
went up on the sidewalk, over the 
embankment and into the water. 
We all watched the minivan slowly 
sink.”

Dive crews from the San 
Francisco Fire Department located 
the van around 9:40 a.m. in about 
30 feet of water.

Firefighters from multiple agen-
cies, including the United States 
Coast Guard, Oakland, Alameda, 
Alameda County and San Francisco 

responded. The first responders to 
arrive were on the scene by 9 a.m., 
said Luby. The Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office had crews there 
within 10 minutes. 

At 10:19 a.m. divers from the 
San Francisco Fire Department 
located Scherer and pulled him 
ashore. According to Luby, para-
medics transported Scherer to 
Highland Hospital “with CPR in 
progress.” Doctors were unable 

to save Scherer and pronounced 
him dead shortly after paramedics 
arrived. 

Firefighters towed the sub-
merged minivan to a ramp at Fifth 
Avenue in Oakland, where a tow 
truck pulled it from the estuary. The 
case remains under investigation. 

Over the last 12 years two 
other people lost their lives after  

Ekene Ikeme
The City Council laid out the 

final guidelines for cannabis use 
and cannabis-owned businesses 
in Alameda at itsNov. 22 meeting. 
The guidelines are displayed in a 
new ordinance that amended the 
Alameda Municipal Code to include 
Article XVI (Cannabis Businesses) to 
Chapter VI (Businesses, Occupations 
and Industries).  

The city will 
offer just one cul-
tivation permit 
to start a nurs-
ery. A nursery 
is where a busi-
ness produces 
only clones, 
immature plants, 
seeds and other 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
products used 
specifically for the planting, propa-
gation and cultivation of cannabis. 
Just two businesses will be offered 
dispensary or retail permits. The city 
will hand out no more than four man-
ufacturing permits. Manufacturers 
conduct the preparation for mari-
juana products to be sold including 
packaging and labeling products and 
the extraction of cannabis for the use 
of edible marijuana products such 
as brownies and creams. Finally, the 
city will offer two testing laboratory 
permits.

The Community Development 
Department will determine if the 
necessary requirements are met 
before offering businesses a permit. 
Each permit is valid for one year. 
Businesses then must renew each 
permit at least 60 days before the 
expiration of the permit.

With a dispensary or retail per-
mit, businesses can offer a marijuana 
delivery service — those businesses 
will need to get a delivery permit. 
Any person who delivers or distrib-
utes cannabis to a customer must 
have the appropriate permit in their 
possession. Delivery or distribution 
of cannabis is allowed only between 
7 a.m. and 9 p.m.

Cannabis businesses engaging in 
retail or cultivation must be located 
at least 1,000 feet away from schools 
and day care centers. All other can-
nabis businesses must be 600 feet 
from a school. Private schools or 

day cares at a home do not count. All 
cannabis business employees must 
be at least 21 years old.

The Council also amended the 
Alameda Municipal Code Chapters 
24-11 (regarding smoking prohibi-
tions in places of employment and 
unenclosed public places) and 24-12 
(regarding smoking prohibitions 
in multifamily housing) to include 

smoking mari-
juana products. 
Previously the 
ordinance just 
included tobac-
co products. 
This means peo-
ple can’t smoke 
marijuana prod-
ucts in public 
places or multi-
family housing, 
but customers 

can smoke at on-site dispensaries.
Mayor Trish Spencer wanted the 

city to offer more permits to nurser-
ies, medical dispensaries and manu-
facturing companies. She believed 
with fewer options it would favor 
big businesses. However, she did 
not get enough support from her fel-
low Councilmembers. Cannabis busi-
nesses are required to have a labor 
peace agreement if they choose to 
employ 10 or more people. 

Alameda residents have been 
split on cannabis-related businesses 
in the city. Some cite the conve-
nience of not having to go to Oakland 
for marijuana, the additional sales-
tax revenue for the city and the cre-
ation of jobs for why they favor mari-
juana businesses in Alameda. Others 
cite safety issues and public health 
concerns for why they don’t favor 
cannabis businesses in Alameda.

In November 2016, California 
voters approved Proposition 64, or 
the “Control, Regulate and Tax Adult 
Use of Marijuana Act” (AUMA) which 
allowed for sales of recreational pot 
through dispensaries. Recreational 
use of cannabis will become legal 
in the state on Jan. 1. Marijuana 
remains illegal under federal law. 
Medical marijuana in California, dis-
pensed through licensed businesses 
and regulated through a doctor’s pre-
scription, has been legal since 1996.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Ahern appears to be complying with  
president’s new immigration standard
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Mayor Trish 
Spencer wanted 
the city to offer 
more permits to 
nurseries, medical 
dispensaries and 
manufacturing 
companies. 
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