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HAPPY

SQUARE DANCE DAY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 7:03 16:51
Nov. 30 7:04 16:51
Dec. 1 7:05 16:51
Dec. 2 7:06 16:50
Dec. 3 7:07 16:50
Dec. 4 7:08 16:50
Dec. 5 7:09 16:50

Betty Young

Plant sale Saturday to benefit 
animal shelter and more.
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What’s in a name? Page 11
Meet the Anderson family of 

Bay Farm Island. 

Kids (and parents) can learn 
to write code at the library.

KIDS STUFF
Coding camp           Page 4

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Firefighters Return, 
Defeat Local Blaze

Registrar Will Complete 
Ballot Verification Dec. 6

Ekene Ikeme
The official November General 

Election results for Alameda County 
will be released on Thursday, Dec. 
6, according to Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters Tim Dupuis. 

Dupuis estimates the final cer-
tification of 
the election 
results will be 
complete next 
Thursday, a full 
30 days after the 
Nov. 6 election. 
Elections offices 
have 30 days to 
certify results. When the official 
tally comes in, candidates will be 
able to publicly claim victory or 
defeat in their political pursuits. 
Propositions and measures results 
will also be certified. 

Tallying votes has taken longer 
as the volume of mail-in ballots 
has increased from previous elec-
tions. A state law passed in 2015 
requires counties to count mail-
in ballots postmarked by Election 
Day if they are received by Friday, 
Nov. 9. In the past, mail-in ballots 
had to be received on Election 
Day. Another challenge has been 
people dropping off their mail-in 
ballots at ballot stations the day of 
the election. 

“What we noticed is that a 
large number of people don’t vote 
early,” said Dupuis. “My office 
was surprised by how many peo-

ple dropped off their ballots on 
Election Day.”

Because of this Dupuis esti-
mates election officials had to 
count more than 300,000 votes 
after Election Day, more than half 
of the total votes.

Election offi-
cials also don’t 
just count mail-in 
ballots. Dupuis 
said there were 
several instanc-
es where mail-
in ballots were 
filled out without 

signatures. Because ballots without 
signatures can’t be certified, Dupuis 
said his office would contact the 
potential voters to notify them of 
their errors. 

“We don’t want to disenfran-
chise anyone by not having their 
votes counted,” said Dupuis. “So 
we contact these voters by mail, 
phone or email and have them 
come in and sign their ballots.”

The unofficial final tally of the 
election results were released 
on Nov. 17. The Registrar’s office 
released 10 updates between 
Election Day and Nov. 17. Dupuis 
said his office is now in the final 
canvassing stage.

“We will collect one percent of 
all the votes and count them manu-
ally,” Dupuis said. “We try to match 

Dennis Evanosky
At its Tuesday, Nov. 27, 

meeting the City Council was 
scheduled to introduce an 
ordinance that would modify 
the definition of a youth cen-
ter. If approved by the Council, 
this would exclude facilities 
that offer martial arts and com-
bat sports, cultural education 
and physical-fitness activities. 
In the first instance, the staff 
report states that a member 
of the public has questioned 
whether a martial arts studio 
would fall under the definition 
of a youth center. 

Staff points out that under 
state law, a youth center’s cur-
rent definition requires that the 
facility’s primary use is hosting 
recreational or social activities 
for minors. Current state law 

currently limits the definition of 
youth centers as:

n Private youth membership 
organizations or clubs

n Social service teenage 
clubs

n Video arcades, or similar 
amusement park facilities

n Any facility that the 
Alameda Recreation and Parks 
Department deems a recreation 
center in a city park. 

Because they do not fall in 
any of the above categories, city 
staff recommends specifically 
excluding martial arts studios 
(and other related businesses) 
from the definition of a youth 
center. 

 At the heart of this debate 
lies the location of cannabis dis-
pensaries within 1,000 feet of 

Council to Define 
Term ‘Youth Center’

Dennis Evanosky
Ten members of the Alameda 

Fire Department spent weeks on 
the fire lines in both Northern and 
Southern California. Their col-
leagues recently welcomed them 
home. 

On Thursday, Nov. 8, two 
Alameda fire engine compa-
nies — Engine 501 and Office of 
Emergency Services (OES) Engine 
296 — responded to the Camp Fire 
in Butte County as part of Strike 
Team OES 2870C. The following 
day, Alameda firefighters headed to 
Southern California aboard AFD’s 
Water Tender 2 as part of XAL Task 
Force 2014 to assist in fighting the 
Woolsey Fire that burned in both 
Ventura and Los Angeles counties. 

The Camp Fire sprang to life 
on Nov. 8 near the intersections of 
Pulga and Camp Creek roads, not 
far from Jarbo Gap in Butte County. 
Firefighters announced full contain-
ment of the blaze on Sunday, Nov. 25. 
In its Monday, Nov. 26, report — the 
latest available at press time — the 
Butte County Sheriff’s Department 
pegged the Camp Fire’s death toll at 
88, with 203 people still missing. 

The fire burned for 17 days, 
charring more than 153,300 acre. 
Authorities are still investigating 
the cause of the Camp Fire. The 
San Francisco Chronicle is report-
ing that Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
informed state regulators the two 
equipment malfunctions in the 
area, one shortly before the fire 
started and another shortly after, 
has fueled speculation that authori-
ties will ultimately blame the utility 
for causing the blaze.

The Woolsey Fire was reported 
at 2:24 p.m. on Nov. 8. It began burn-
ing along Woolsey Canyon Road 
some 33 miles northwest of Los 
Angeles. By the time firefighters 
could contain the Santa Ana winds-
fueled blaze on Nov. 21, it had 
destroyed some 1,600 buildings 
spread over 96,949 acres, about 
151 square miles. The blaze forced 
295,000 people to flee their homes. 
Three people lost their lives. 

A pair of roads near these fires’ 
flashpoints lent their names to 
the blazes. The Camp Fire got its 
name from Camp Creek Road and 
the Woolsey fire was named for 
Woolsey Canyon Road. 

On Nov. 10, President Donald 
Trump pointed to poor for-
est management as the cause of 
both the Camp and Woolsey fires. 
Firefighters’ unions across the 
state disagreed. Brian Rice, presi-
dent of the California Professional 
Firefighters, described Trump’s 
statement about California’s forest 
management practices as “danger-
ously wrong.” 

Jeff DelBono, president the 
Alameda City Firefighters Local 
689, voiced his disappointment 
with the president’s comments. “It 
is unacceptable and disgusting for 
our commander-in-chief to respond 
this way to these tragic events. 

We should all expect more from 
the leadership of this country,” he 
stated. 

Lincoln Avenue  
Fourplex Burns

Sun Staff Reports
At 11:22 a.m., Monday, Nov. 26, 

22 firefighters from the Alameda 
Fire Department (AFD) responded 
to the report of a fire at a four-unit 
apartment building on the 700 
block of Lincoln Avenue. When 
they arrived, AFD crewmembers 
found fire burning inside a sec-
ond-floor apartment. Firefighters 
were able to confine the fire to 
that apartment and fully extin-
guished the blaze in about 20 
minutes.

Fire and smoke damaged much 
of the apartment. The damage dis-
placed the apartment’s four occu-
pants. There were no reports of 
injuries. An AFD fire investigator 
is working to determine the fire’s 
cause and its exact origin. 

Members of the Oakland Fire 
Department provided mutual aid, 
covering Fire Stations No. 1 and 2. 
The Alameda Police Department, 
Alameda Municipal Power, the 
Alameda Building Department, the 
Alameda Housing Authority and 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
were all on scene to assist AFD.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Bank Selects Student 
Photographers for Calendar

Four Alameda student photog-
raphers have been chosen to con-
tribute to Bank of Marin’s annual 
calendar. Among the 23 selected 
students from 11 local high schools 
are, Alameda High School students: 
Jeremy Chen, Sonia Chen and 
Mominah Khan and Saint Joseph 
Notre Dame High School student 
Johnny Tran Vu. 

These students will have their 
photography featured in the bank’s 
2019 community calendar. This 
marks the ninth year that Bank 
of Marin has worked with pho-
tography teachers and students at 
Bay Area high schools to select 
images for its calendars. This year, 
students submitted more than 200 
images and judges at the bank 
made the final photo selections.

“There are so many talented 
high school students across our 
service area and we wanted to offer 
a platform to showcase their cre-
ativity,” said Russell A. Colombo, 
president and CEO of Bank of 
Marin. “Our annual calendar allows 
us to reinforce the importance 
of supporting arts programs in 
schools by featuring exceptional 
photographs taken by these stu-
dents paired with a contribution 
to each participating high school.”

Bank of Marin will donate $100 
to each participating high school’s 
photography program for the pur-

chase of supplies and equipment.  
The 2019 community calendars will 
be available for free at all Bank of 
Marin branches. 

For more information, see 
bankofmarin.com. 

Reindeer Run Set for Dec. 8
The St. Joseph Notre Dame  High 

School (SJND) Reindeer Run is back 
for the second year and the school 
is looking to invite the broader 
Alameda community to join in the 
fun. Register now for the run set 
for Saturday, Dec. 8, at 8:30 a.m. at 
Crab Cove, 1231 McKay Ave.

Runners will take part in a 5K 
fun run, enjoy performances from 
SJND musicians and meet Santa 
Claus. All proceeds benefit SJND 
Athletics and the Alameda Food 
Bank. Register at sjnd.org/reindeer 
-run. For more information, write 
kolsen@sjnd.org or call 995-9457.

Light the Tree Dec. 8
Mark the calendar now for the 

annual celebration of the holidays 
courtesy of the City of Alameda. 
The Alameda Mayor’s Holiday 
Tree Lighting Ceremony is set 
for 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8. 
Entertainment includes: Oakland 
Youth Chorus, Alameda Adaptive 
Arts, Bay Area Music Project Choir, 
Alameda Community Band, the 
Tap Dancing Christmas Trees and  
the Mistletones Rockin’ Holiday 
Special. The official tree lighting 
will take place at 5:30 p.m.

Alameda Fire Department 

The Alameda Fire Department recently welcomed home their colleagues who 
had been on the front lines fighting both the Camp Fire in Northern California’s 
Butte County and the Woolsey Fire in Ventura County in Southern California. 
Kneeling is Firefighter Sam Hales. Standing, left to right, are Firefighter and 
Acting Captain Ty Zollner; Captain Brandon Baley; Firefighter Dallas Andrews, 
Apparatus Operators Brad Eckelhoff and Jason Edwards; Firefighter Will Dyer; 
and Firefighter Juan Medrano.

Alameda Fire Department

Alameda firefighters negotiate the roof as smoke pours from a fire at a four-unit 
apartment building on Lincoln Avenue last Monday.b BRIEFS: Page 3

On Nov. 8, two Alameda fire engine 
companies responded to the Camp 
Fire in Butte County. The following 
day, Alameda firefighters headed to 
Southern California’s Woolsey Fire.

b BALLOT: Page 3

Election results 
will be complete 
next Thursday, a 
full 30 days after 
the Nov. 6 election. 

Some claim this skirts the law to  
facilitate the cannabis industry

b COUNCIL: Page 3


