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Sun Staff Reports

Thanksgiving Office Hours
Councilman Tony Daysog will 

hold office hours from 1 to 3 p.m., 
today, Nov. 26, at Starbucks, 1364 
Park St. (at Central Avenue). He will 
be available to answer questions 
and welcomes comments on city is-
sues. He will also be at the Farmer’s 
Market the following Saturday, Nov. 
28. Call him at 747-4726 or email 
him at tdaysog@alamedaca.gov .

Burn Off the Pie Ride
“Burn Pie Not Oil” is the theme 

of a family friendly ride and rally for 
renewable energy set for Saturday, 
Nov. 28, at 10 a.m. The two-hour 
ride will start from the Crab Cove 
Visitor Center at 1252 McKay Ave.

Organizers have stated their aim 
for this ride is to locally inspire city 
goverment, business leaders and 
everyone else to commit to smart 
resource use, safe bicycle and pe-
destrian routes and swift transition 
to clean energy. The ride will also 
be part of the Global Climate March 
asking world leaders who meet in 
Paris, France, to discuss this very 
topic Monday, Nov. 30, to commit to 
100 percent clean energy as part of 
the next global climate deal. 

Recycle, or else
The Alameda County Waste 

Management Authority has begun 
issuing fines to businesses and 
multi-family properties still in vio-
lation of the Mandatory Recycling 
Ordinance that went into effect in 
July 2012.

To date, more than 100 citation 
notices have been served county-
wide, and more are expected as 
routine inspections continue. In 
Alameda, recycling and organics 

collection is mandatory for all busi-
nesses and multi-family buildings 
with five or more units.

To set up collection service, call 
Alameda County Industries at 483-
1400 or visit www.alamedacounty 
industries.com/alameda.

Bertholf Unloads Drugs
U.S. Coast Guard photo/Petty Officer 1st Class Rob Simpson

Crewmembers aboard the Alameda-based U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf 
offloaded more than 25 tons of cocaine valued at more than $765-million at 
the Port of San Diego Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal on Nov. 19. Five Coast 

Guard cutters and one Canadian navy vessel with a U.S. Coast Guard law enforce-
ment team aboard seized the drugs while carrying out 26 vessel interdictions off the 
coast of Central and South America between July and November.

Mayor Presides Over 
Students’ School Debate

Bara Waters
Nov. 16 was no ordinary Monday 

for Nea Community Learning Cen-
ter’s junior class. Instead of their 
regular morning routine, they head-
ed to Alameda City Hall, dressed 
to impress and ready to conduct a 
mock school board hearing. 

For the hearing, learners were 
assigned a side to represent and 
had to work together to build and 
present their cases based on legal 
precedent and testimony from wit-
nesses — even if they didn’t person-
ally agree with their assigned side. 
Half the class presented a case to 
the “school board” arguing for the 
inclusion of Intelligent Design (Cre-
ationism) in the science curriculum, 
and the other half opposed it as un-
scientific. 

“Many students across the coun-
try study the separation of church 
and state and the legal precedent for 
subjects that can be taught in school 
curricula, but few are able to reenact 
the famous Scopes Monkey Trial,” 
said Madeline Eustis, Nea humani-
ties facilitator. “This experience was 
made richer through the opportu-
nity to hold the hearing at City Hall, 
where our school board meets.”

The hearing was presided over 
by Mayor Trish Spencer, who do-
nated both her time and the use of 
the City Council Chambers for the 
exercise. Also present as members 
of the mock school board were As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Michael Maffei, 

The school is  
still abuzz with  
the unexpected  
outcome of the 
hearing. 

News in Brief

and Nea administrator Jana Chabre, 
among other community members.

Despite initial nervous hesita-
tion, Nea learners launched into 
their arguments, called witnesses, 
cross-examined each other and re-
sponded to difficult questions from 
the mock school board. Both sides 
presented strong arguments and 
crafted persuasive responses. Af-
ter much deliberation, the “school 
board” ultimately decided that the 
proponents of Intelligent Design 
had presented a stronger case and 
won the hearing.

“The outcome came as a bit of 
a shock, especially to our biology 
teacher. But luckily, this decision 
will not affect Nea’s science curricu-
lum!” said Eustis. “We are grateful 
to Mayor Spencer and other partici-
pants for the invaluable lessons this 
real-world experience provided our 
learners.”

The school is still abuzz with 
tales of courtroom triumphs, mis-
steps, tough questions and the un-
expected outcome of the hearing. 

Bara Waters is the marketing, ad-
missions and technology director at 
Community Learning Center Schools. 

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Hospital has recently 

acquired new beds,  part of an over-
all plan by the hospital’s parent, 
Alameda Health System (AHS), to 
upgrade the facility. With price tags 
ranging from $10,000 to $28,000 
per bed, the nearly 40 replacement 
beds cost about $500,000. 

“The new beds improve the pa-
tient experience and provide bene-
fits to our employees as well,” said 
Bonnie Panlasigui, the hospital’s 
chief administrative officer. “They 
are part of what we promised as 
the value of affiliation with AHS and 
demonstrate our ongoing commit-
ment to our community.” 

The new beds are highly special-
ized with functions that include fall-

prevention features and mechani-
cal mattress frames that help staff 
rotate patients for wound preven-
tion. The beds in the intensive-care 
unit will play therapeutic music 
and include various care phrases in 
20 languages for more robust com-
munication with patients. 

Alameda Hospital also expects 
to receive new gurneys for the 
emergency department and operat-
ing suites in the near future, along 
with 35 new beds for long-term-care  
patients at South Shore Rehabilita-
tion & Wellness Center. 

The hospital plans to spend 
nearly $1 million on renovations to 
upgrade patient rooms and main 
corridors with work expected to 
begin early next year. 

The hospital will donate the old 
beds to hospitals in the Philippines 
thanks to a new partnership between 
AHS and MedShare, a recycling and 
distribution center for medical sup-
plies based in San Leandro. 

MedShare, which relies solely 
on the generosity of individuals, 
foundations, corporations and 
government grants to carry out its 
mission, waived its sponsorship 
fee to AHS.

“This is a first,” stated Andy 
Pines, executive director of Med-
Share’s Western Region, “and it’s 
due solely to the critical status of 
AHS hospitals as safety-net provid-
ers in the East Bay.” 

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Madeline Eustis 

Nea Community Learning Center’s mock school board 
hearing participants paused on the City Hall steps. 

Courtesy photo

Standing between Alameda Hospitals new (left) and old beds, back row, left to 
right: Rick Molina, Wendy Kitayama, Micheal Sander, Bonnie Panlasigui, Chief 
Administrative Officer for Alameda Hospital; Erik Abacan, Tammy Merrill, and 
Tonney Ousley, Manager of Environmental Services at Alameda Hospital. Front 
row: Rosie Apura, Annebelle Jung, Penny de Leon, Mayor Trish Spencer and Louise 
Nakada, Executive Director, Alameda Hospital Foundation.

Hospital Improves 
Patient Experience 
Upgrades include new equipment, beds, renovations 

Dennis Evanosky
On Monday, Nov. 16, members 

of the Alameda Renters Coalition 
(ARC), tenant representatives from 
Bayview Apartments, 470 Central 
Ave., and attorneys with Tenants 
Together met with city staff to dis-
cuss what they considered compo-
nents of a fair and functional rent 
and just-cause ordinance. 

The meeting came on the heels 
of the City Council placing a mora-
torium on no-cause evictions, the 
Veterans Day evictions of all the 
renters at Bayview by their landlord, 
Sridhar Equities of San Jose, using a 
loophole in that moratorium and a 
Nov. 14 renters’ rally at the apart-
ment complex (Landlords Sneak in 
Under Moratorium,” Nov. 19).

When the City Council passed 
the moratorium on Nov. 4 it offered 
the landlords a way around the 
measure with a “capital improve-
ment exemption.” The exemption 
allows a landlord to evict tenants if 
the landlord plans to make capital 
improvements on the property. The 
tenants and the tenants’ groups 
that met with city staff pointed 
out that they felt that Sridhar Equi-
ties was exploiting that exemption 
when the company evicted the Bay-
view tenants. “City staff seemed re-
sponsive to the need to close this 
loophole,” the tenants stated in a 
press release. 

ARC, Tenants Together and the 
Bayview tenants told city staff that 
they hoped that the city would 

Renters Sit with Staffers
Hopes spelled out for city’s new rental ordinance

hammer out a “clearly articulated” 
document. They pointed out to city 
staff that the ordinance must apply 
to all rental units, including single-
family homes and duplexes, and not 
just to larger buildings and the tra-
ditional apartment complexes.

In a press release ARC spelled 
out four reasons for a “fault” or 
“for-cause” eviction. These include 
failure to pay rent, breach of lease, 
nuisance and failure to give the 
landlord access to a unit. ARC of-
fered three reasons for a “no-fault” 
eviction: an owner moving into a 
unit, a notice to vacate for either 
demolition or health and safety rea-
sons and the Ellis Act.  

In 1985, the State Legislature 
passed the Ellis Act, which provides 
that no local government can com-
pel a rental property owner to con-
tinue to offer their housing for rent. 
This law allows rental property 
owners to exit the business to avoid 
the potential for bankruptcy or  to 
allow them to move into their own 
rental units. 

In addition the renters and their 
representatives asked staff to in-
clude relocation payments for no-
fault evictions rationally related to 
the true costs of relocating.

The group asked city staff to 
draft an ordinance that would per-
mit landlords to increase rents but 
that would require landlords to 
tie those increases to a relevant 
measure of inflation, specifically 
65 percent of the Consumer Price 
Index with a cap of 4 percent in any 
given year. 

If the renters see an ordinance 
entirely to their liking, it would in-
clude an elected, rather than an 
appointed rent board. Further the 
ordinance would require that land-

They pointed out 
to city staff that 
the ordinance 
must apply to 
all rental units, 
including single-
family homes and 
duplexes.
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