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Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Murder Hits  
Island City

Dennis Evanosky
The Oakland Unified School Dis-

trict (OUSD) identified the 19-year-
old man shot to death in Alameda 
last Saturday as Antwaun Williams 
of Oakland. Williams was a senior 
at Oakland High School. OUSD an-
nounced Williams’ passing on its 
Facebook page. “This is Oakland 
High senior Antwaun Williams, who 
was killed on Saturday evening in 
Alameda,” the district stated. “The 
school has come together on a day 
off to remember and honor him.” 

“He was funny, friendly and full 
of life,” said his Assistant Princi-
pal Shoshanna Towers. Williams’ 
fellow students and friends ringed 
the high school’s football field dur-
ing a memorial service. Williams 
played varsity football. His mother, 
Monique, spoke to them. Students 
and friends penned their good-byes 
to Williams on a memorial wall the 
school set up. 

Posts on Facebook said that 
Williams had gone bowling at the 
AMF South Shore Lanes, 300 Park 
St. According to the posts, Williams 
may have been an 
innocent bystander 
caught up in a fight 
between others at 
the bowling alley.

The incident oc-
curred in the bowl-
ing alley’s parking 
lot around 9 p.m. last 
Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Williams was trans-
ported to Highland 
Hospital in Oakland, 
where he later died, 
police said.  The Al-
ameda Police Department received 
an assist from the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Department whose depu-
ties helped collect evidence at the 
scene. Police are investigating sev-
eral cars seen leaving the scene af-
ter the shooting. 

Including William’s murder last 
Saturday, Alameda has had 20 ho-
micides in the last 15 years. The 
city averages 1.33 homicides a year. 

Saturday evening’s murder 

marks the first homicide in Alam-
eda in 2016. 

The city’s last homicide hap-
pened on Dec. 3, 2015, when Alam-
eda police say that Donna Marie 
Qualls murdered Emmanuel Emmet 
Christy. According to police, Qualls 
shot Christy in the heard while he 
was sleeping. After she shot Christy, 
Qualls called the police and con-
fessed. She has been sitting in Santa 
Rita Jail in Dublin since the shoot-
ing. Alameda County Superior Court 
has scheduled a preliminary hearing 
in her case for Dec. 6, more than a 
year after the alleged murder. Qualls 
has entered a “not-guilty” plea. 

Like 2015, there was just one 
homicide in the city in 2014.  Jerry 

Canfield murdered 
his wife, Joann, on 
Oct. 26, 2014. Like 
Qualls, Canfield no-
tified police that he 
had killed someone. 
Canfield told the 
court that he acted 
to end his wife’s suf-
fering. On Oct. 30, 
2015, he pled no 
contest to volun-
tary manslaughter 
Last January, Al-
ameda County Su-

perior Court Judge Gloria Rhynes 
sentenced Canfield to three years 
in prison. 

Alameda’s most violent homi-
cide year was 2009 when four peo-
ple were murdered. These included 
a murder-suicide on Jan. 14, 2009, 
when James Gragg shot and killed 
Nancy Devlin as she slept. He then 
turned the gun on himself. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

City Hosts Strategic Workshop
The city will host a second 

community workshop that focus-
es on the creation of a citywide 
economic development strategic 
plan. The workshop will be held 
at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 8 in 
the Alameda High School cafete-
ria (entrance on Central Avenue 
at Walnut Street). 

The city invites community 
members and businesses to 
discuss what the city can do to 
maintain and grow a vibrant lo-
cal economy. Topics will include 
strategies and actions the city 
should prioritize over the next 
five to 10 years.

Once implemented, the eco-
nomic development strategic 
plan will become the city’s long-
term roadmap for business at-
traction, retention and workforce 
development activities to im-
prove the quality of life for Alam-
eda residents and employees.  

For more information, call 
Eric Fonstein at 747-6895, email 
efonstei@alamedaca.gov, or visit 

www.alamedaca.gov/business/
strategic-plan. 

Bank Calendar Features  
Local Students

Bank of Marin has announced 
the names of 16 students from 12 
local high schools whose photogra-
phy is featured in the bank’s 2017 
community calendar. This marks 
the seventh year that the bank has 
worked with photography teachers 
and students at North and East Bay 
high schools to select images for 
the calendar. 

Students submitted more than 
150 images; judges at the bank 
made the final photo selections. 
They selected photographs from 
two Alameda students: Buzor Obio-
rah from Alameda High School 
and David Kresage from St. Joseph 
Notre Dame High School.

Bank of Marin will donate $100 
to both school’s photography pro-
grams for the purchase of supplies 
and equipment. 

“We believe strongly in sup-
porting and encouraging our local 
youth,” said Russell A. Colombo, 
Bank of Marin president and CEO. 

“Our annual calendar allows us to 
showcase their talents and also to 
give back to the schools that help 
educate them.” The free calendars 
will be available at all Bank of Marin 
branches.

View the photos online at 
www.bankofmarin.com/about-us/
community-resources/community-
calendar.

Elks Seek Most  
Valuable Student

The 2017 Elks Most Valuable 
Student scholarship contest is 
currently open to any high school 
senior who is a United States citi-
zen. Applicants will be judged on 
scholarship, leadership and finan-
cial need.

The deadline to apply is next 
Friday, Nov. 30. Information about 
the contest is available at www.
elks.org/ENF/scholars/mvs.cfm. 

To learn more, contact Berna-
dette Birt, Alameda Elks Lodge 
Scholarship Chair at scholarships@
alamedaelks.org. For more schol-
arship opportunities and informa-
tion, visit www.AlamedaElks.org/ 
Programs.

Oakland Unified School District 

Antwaun Williams

Oakland Unified School District 

Antwaun Williams was murdered in Alameda last 
Saturday. His fellow students at Oakland High School 
ringed the school’s football field to remember him. His 
mother, Monique, on the left in the white blouse, spoke 
to the students.

Williams may have 
been an innocent 
bystander caught 
up in a fight 
between others at 
the bowling alley.

Neighbors Oppose 
Repair Shop Zoning

Apply for Affordable 
Housing Units Now

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Housing Author-

ity is accepting rental pre-appli-
cations for the affordable apart-
ments at Stargell Commons, 2700 
Bette St. at Alameda Landing. 
These apartments are currently 
under construction with comple-
tion projected for April 2017. The 
complex has five one-bedroom; 17 
two-bedroom; and 10 three-bed-
room apartments.

Amenities include on-site man-
agement and resident services; car 
and bicycle parking; a children’s 
play area; security cameras; on-
site laundry; green design and con-

struction; as well as a non-smoking 
community.

Eligibility is income-restricted 
with maximum allowable income 
for one person in a unit at $34,150; 
two persons per unit, $46,800; 
three persons, $52,680; four 
persons, $58,500; five persons, 
$63,180; six persons, $67,860; sev-
en persons, $72,540

Pets are not allowed, with the 
exception of service animals. 

The Housing Authority will ac-
cept pre-applications until 10 a.m., 
Monday, Dec. 12. To learn more 
about the process, call 644-4166 or 
TTY/TDD (415) 345-4470.

Stargell Commons at Alameda 
Landing Accepting Pre-Applications

Planning Board eyes property at Park St., San Jose Ave.

Courtesy photo

Stargell Commons offers new opportunities for low-
income residents to find housing.

Eric J. Kos

The business at 1200 Park St. recently changed names, but to many local residents 
it continues to be known as Big O Tires, as it was called for years. The location has 
been related to automotive repair fsince 1921, but has also received complaints 
from residential and commercial neighbors.

Church Hosts 
Dinner for All

Sun Staff Reports
Anyone in the community 

looking to be with others for 
a Thanksgiving meal can join 
the annual gathering hosted by 
Christ Episcopal Church today, 
Thanksgiving, Thursday, Nov. 
24. Be part of the tradition 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The meal is free 
to the public. Christ Episcopal 
Church is located at 1700 Santa 
Clara Ave. at the corner of 
Grand Street. For more infor-
mation, call 523-7200.

Dennis Evanosky
The property occupied by Big 

Discount Tire Pros at 1200 Park St. 
is scheduled for discussion at next 
Monday’s Planning Board meet-
ing at City Hall. Some of the tire 
company’s neighbors — including 
those living in adjacent homes 
and running nearby businesses 
— hope to see a different busi-
ness on the site after Big Discount 
moves to its new home next sum-
mer. Big Discount Tire Pros has 
purchased property at 1835 Oak 
St. (at the intersection of Oak 
and Eagle Avenue). The company 
plans to shut down its operations 
at 1200 Park St. when the lease 
expires next July 31 and move to 
Oak Street. 

On Aug. 4, 21 residents of Park 
and San Jose avenues wrote a let-
ter to Andrew Thomas, assistant 
community development director. 
The missive requested “a pub-
lic hearing to review the existing 
use permit for 1200 Park St.” The 
residents want the city to “con-
sider an expiration date on the 
permit when the “current tenant 

vacates the property within the 
next year.” 

The neighbors hope that the 
next tenant at 1200 Park will not 
sell tires or dispense gasoline. 
They trust that the denial of the 
conditional use permit that allows 
such activity now, will not permit 
it in the future. 

The neighbors are asking that 
the city not allow any conditional 
use permits that would permit 
businesses like tire companies or 
gas stations to move onto the site. 
The building at 1200 Park Street 
was built in 1921 and, for the last 
95 years has only housed such 
businesses. 

In their letter, the neighbors 
tell Thomas that the property is 
too small for “this type of busi-
ness. Speaking for the owners of 
the property, Jay Garfinkle states 
that this claim “would imply 
that such a business could not 
be successful in the long run.  
“In response, we would simply 
remind everyone that the busi-
ness in question has been operat-
ing successfully at this location 
for nearly 35 years.” 

The neighbors state that “now 
is the perfect time to think about 
the future” of the intersection 

of Park Street and San Antonio 
Avenue. 

Among the issues the Planning 
Board will consider are: the com-
patibility of a tire shop with other, 
neighboring land uses and wheth-
er the site would, in fact, pro-
vide adequate parking for a future 
automobile-related business. 

In his response, Garfinkle 
noted that the automotive relat-
ed activities on the site haven’t 
changed significantly over the 
past 95 years. “The city had not 
considered it necessary to evalu-
ate the business’ activities which 
had changed only minimally, if at 
all, until a petition was filed more 
than 30 years later.”  

Garfinkle pointed out that his 
family’s tenants at 1200 Park St., 
Big O Tires and Big Discount Tire 
Pros, have complied with all the 
conditions imposed by the site’s 
use permit. In his letter to the 
Planning Board Garfinkle writes 
that he trusts that “future tenants 
be granted the opportunity to 
comply with them as our current 
tenant has done.” 

The Planning Board convenes 
next Monday, Nov. 28, at 7 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
2263 Santa Clara Ave.


