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JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Local high school keeps  
producing great runners.
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS
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So many great events coming 

up for the holidays.

Local club’s young members 
connect with community.
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Lots of fun on the puzzles 
page this week. 
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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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All the doings  
of Island safety & 

law personnel

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Police Chief Gives 
Update on Crime

News in Brief
Disability Commission  
Needs New Members 

The city is soliciting applica-
tions from residents who would 
like to serve on the Commission on 
Disability Issues. Application forms 
may be obtained from the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave., Room 380, by phone at 
747-4800, or on the city’s website, 
www.alamedaca.gov.

Interested persons are encour-
aged submit applications to the 
City Clerk by Thursday, Dec. 7. 
Contact the City Clerk’s office at 
747-4800 with any questions.

The Commission on Disability 
Issues currently meets at 6:30 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of every 

other month in the City Hall Council 
Chambers. The commission was 
formed to provide information and 
make recommendations regarding 
issues affecting those with disabil-
ities to the City Council and to 
receive information on the issues 
from the community at large.

Rent Program Fee  
Now in Effect

Property owners of rental units 
in the City of Alameda are now 
required to pay a Rent Program Fee. 
On June 6 the City Council adopted 
a resolution that sets the fee at 
$120 for each rental unit that was 
rented or available to rent as of July 
1, 2017. 

Landlords will begin receiving a 

registration form and invoice from 
the city this week. The fee will cover 
the period from July 1, 2017, through 
June 30, 2018. Registration forms 
and payments must be returned no 
later than Jan. 1, 2018.

The Rent Program Fee cov-
ers the cost of administering the 
rent review, rent stabilization, and 
limitations on evictions ordinance. 
This ordinance provides a frame-
work for reviewing rents, terminat-
ing tenancies and paying relocation 
benefits for “no fault” terminations. 
A complete list of types of rent-
al units not subject to the Rent 
Program Fee can be found at www.
alamedaca.gov.

Call 747-4881 or write finance@
alamedaca.gov with any questions. 

Paul Rolleri
Many people in Alameda know 

that I was born and raised here. 
I attended local schools and my 
parents have been active members 
in this community for more than 50 
years. In April, I will begin my 26th 
year as a member of the Alameda 
Police Department (APD). It is a tre-
mendous honor and privilege to be 
the Chief of Police in the city where 
I was born. I am committed to doing 
everything I can to make Alameda, 
my hometown, as safe as possible.

Over the past month, I have 
received several inquiries from 
Alamedans who are concerned 
about an increase in crime on the 
Island. While it’s true that there 
has been an increase compared to 
the same time in 2016, we are still 
in the midst of an overall 30-year 
low in crimes reported in Alameda 
(more on that later). Normally, 
the inquiries I receive about traf-
fic safety far exceed crime con-
cerns, but the high profile of the 
Starbuck’s laptop thefts and local 
social media posts have caused 
some to doubt the safety of our 
community and the effectiveness of 
the police department. 

For the first time as the Chief 
of Police, there is a pending City 
Council referral asking for a report 
about crime in Alameda. Instead 
of keeping everyone in suspense, I 
thought I’d take an opportunity to 
let everyone know what the data is, 
both good and bad. 

For background purposes, each 
month APD reports all crimes 
reported in Alameda to the FBI. 
These reports are based on the 
FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting 
(UCR) requirements. Within UCR, 
there are two types of crimes to be 
reported; 

Part I crimes are the more seri-
ous offenses, and include murder, 
rape, robbery, felony assaults, 
theft, burglary, auto theft and 
arson. Part II crimes are essentially 
all other crimes. In Alameda, the 
most common Part II crimes are 
theft, burglary and auto theft. 

For example, we have arrest-
ed six suspects to date for the 
recent laptop thefts from patrons 
at Starbucks and other businesses, 
and those were classified as Part I 
crimes. The most common Part II 
crimes are low-level assault, van-
dalism, forgery/counterfeit, drunk 
in public and narcotics. 

Through the month of October, 
we have taken a total of 4,134 crime 

reports this year versus 3,692 over 
the same period in 2016. The differ-
ence amounts to an increase of 442, 
or 12 percent overall. This means we 
are taking approximately 1.5 addi-
tional reports per day compared to 
last year. Nearly all of that increase, 
324 reports, is found in the category 
of grand theft (more than $400) and 
petty theft (less than $400). 

In an effort to address this 
increase, I recently authorized the 
transfer of three of our detectives 
back to patrol 
to bolster staff-
ing and increase 
our visibility. We 
have conducted 
parole and pro-
bation checks 
on repeat 
offenders, and I 
plan to ask the 
City Council to authorize the pur-
chase of fixed Automated License 
Plate Readers (ALPR) for all points 
of ingress and egress to the Island. 
This will not happen until early 
2018, and will hopefully augment 
the success we have had with 
the four mobile ALPR’s currently 
mounted on patrol cars.

Access to social media allows 
for a greater level of dialogue 
about community issues. Because 
of the community’s involvement 
on Facebook, APD has been able to 
solve cases from package thefts to 
the recent peeping Tom. But while 
the community is hearing more 
about crimes than ever before, I 
want to assure you that our data 
shows Alameda is the safest it has 
been in 30 years.

We recently pulled data for all 
crimes from 1988 to present, and 
as you can see in the chart above, 
crime in 2017 is around the same 
as last year and the year before. 
Compared to the long-term, crime 
today is historically low. There is 
still much work to be done, but 
I hope that having access to this 
data helps show the community 
that Alameda is a safe place to live, 
work and go to school. 

We see a similar trend with 
moving citations and collisions sig-
nificantly lower than they were a 
decade ago. Even still, our officers 
are on pace to write 10,000 citations 
this year. In October, I increased the 
number of motorcycle officers to 
four by transferring an officer from 
patrol into the Traffic Unit.

We are here to protect the 
Alameda community, and we take 

that responsibility very seriously. We 
sometimes hear from people that 
they think we are not doing enough, 
and we understand those frustra-
tions. We are also frustrated and 
want to see less crime in Alameda. 

The city’s budget fully funds our 
88 authorized police officer posi-
tions. For many reasons, it has 
become increasingly difficult to 
recruit, hire and retain police offi-
cers. We currently are operating 
with 79 of 88 positions filled. The 

good news is that 
we have several 
potential officers 
in the hiring pro-
cess. I refuse to 
lower our hiring 
standards, and 
I would rather 
work with vacan-
cies than hastily 

hire unqualified candidates. 
The community can and does 

help us a lot. If you see something 
suspicious, please contact the non-
emergency line at 217-5227, and if 
you have an emergency, please call 
911. Please add these numbers to 
your contacts and never hesitate 
to call us. 

You can also sign up for Nixle to 
receive shelter-in-place and other 
law-enforcement notifications by 
texting your zip code to 888777 on 
your phone, or registering online 
at nixle.com. And you can follow 
APD and the City of Alameda on 
Facebook and Twitter.

APD keeps a daily log of police 
activity at https://alamedaca.gov/
node/5053. Anyone in the commu-
nity can visit that page and see 
a log of the reports taken on the 
previous day. In addition to crime 
reports, we also investigate traf-
fic collisions, fraud, welfare checks 
and conduct preliminary mental 
health evaluations. 

As we enter the holiday season, 
please be vigilant. Be sure to prac-
tice basic crime prevention practic-
es to reduce opportunistic crimes. 
Lock your cars and remove valu-
ables from view. Pay attention to 
your surroundings when returning 
to your car, using your computer at 
coffee shops or visiting ATMs. And 
please post responsibly on social 
media after you notify APD about 
suspicious activities.   

Let’s continue to work together 
to keep Alameda safe. To contact 
me directly, please call my office at 
337-8300 or email me at prolleri@
alamedaca.gov. 

Courtesy Alameda Police Department

Alameda Police Deparment records show a steep drop off in criminal activities 
reported in Alameda in recent years.

We are here  
to protect the 
Alameda commu-
nity, and we take 
that responsibility 
very seriously. 

New Smart Meters Raise 
Radiation Concerns

Council Decides about 
Transportation Choices

Expansion Plan 
Begins at Cove

Photo & Story by Eric J. Kos
A former maritime officer’s 

training facility building at 1251 
McKay Ave. is currently being 
demolished across from the Crab 
Cove Visitor Center. The building, 
which once displayed a sign read-
ing “Alameda Federal Building” will 
make way for more park-related 
uses under the auspices of the 
East Bay Regional Park District. 
Due to pontential for hazardous 
materials, the building needed to 
undergo abatement prior to demo-
lition funded by Measure CC taxes 
earmarked for park improvements.

The site will be temporarily 
landscaped and surrounded with 
a fence until the district formalizes 
its plans for the site. The district 
secured the site last March.

The U.S. Maritime Service Officer 
School operated in Alameda from 
1943 until its closing in 1954. The 
building at 1251 McKay dates to 
1942 and was in use until 1965. 
The school opened in June 1943 to 
train officers for the U.S. Merchant 
Marine. By August that year some 
900 officers had been trained. Before 
its first anniversary the school had 
sent some 2,000 officers to sea.

Ekene Ikeme
An Alamedan has been on a mis-

sion to prove Alameda Municipal 
Power’s (AMP) newly installed smart 
meters emit more radio-frequency 
(RF) radiation than AMP suggests.

Christopher Rabe contacted 
AMP in September expressing his 
concerns about the RF radiation 
levels the new smart meters emit. 
According to AMP’s website, the 
smart meters, which are manufac-
tured by Landis & Gyr, a worldwide 
smart meter and smart grid manu-
facturing company, emit about 83 
seconds of RF frequency waves 
per day. This comes from 270 main-
tenance transmissions per day 
and 1,440 sync transmissions per 
day. Each transmission lasts a few  
milliseconds.

However, Rabe has used his own 
RF meter to monitor RF wave trans-
missions from several smart meters 
around Alameda. He recorded the 
videos and published them on You-
Tube. In the videos, Rabe stands 
in front of a smart meter and ana-
lyzes how many times his RF meter 
picks up pulsed microbursts of RF 
radiation. In the video the meter 
pings, a sign of a transmission, at a 
rate more frequently than the 1,700 
times a day AMP suggests. Rabe be-

lieves one smart meters transmits 
more than 9,000 times per day. 

Nevertheless, AMP claims the 
number of transmissions, the dura-
tion and the power output of AMP’s 
smart meters are well within FCC 
safe exposure levels. AMP says the 
readings their meters emit between 
1 and 6 microwatts per square cen-
timeter when two feet away from 
the meter, compared to the FCC 
limit of 601 microwatts per square  
centimeter.

According to the American Can-
cer Society (ACS), there is still no 
way to determine accurately the 
health risks of smart meters. “Be-
cause, the amount of RF radiation 
you could be exposed to from a 
smart meter is much less than what 
you could be exposed to from a cell 
phone, it is very unlikely that liv-
ing in a house with a smart meter 
increases risk of cancer,” according 
to the ACS. RF emitted by a smart 
meter is around 40 microwatts. 
That is less than a cell phone (1,000 
to 5,000 microwatts) and a micro-
wave (up to 200 microwatts), ac-
cording to AMP.

AMP installed the new smart 
meters to get a more accurate por-
trayal of a resident’s electricity us-
age daily and hourly.

Dennis Evanosky
A recent informal poll at High 

Street and Santa Clara Avenue 
revealed something that the city 
hopes to change by 2023. Of 10 ve-
hicles that drove by the intersec-
tion at 9:40 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 
21, seven of them — 70 percent — 
had only the drivers aboard. 

At its Nov. 7 meeting city 
staff presented a plan that tack-
les transportation issues like 
this. One of the “Transportation 
Choices Plan’s” goals is reducing 
thousands of “drive-alone” trips 
like the ones observed on Tues-
day. The plan addresses vehicles 
with just the driver aboard not 
just within the city, but those that 
enter and leave the city. 

The city has set the number 
of drive-alone trips in 2010 as the 
level it would like to reach and is 
comparing that to an expected 
baseline in 2030. 

City staff states that by imple-
menting the plan’s proposed proj-
ects and programs, they expect to 
decrease the 2030 baseline num-
ber of cross-estuary trips during 
the morning rush hour by 17 per-
cent from 14,400 drive-alone trips 
to 11,900, a level comparable to 
2010 levels.

Staff also hopes to increase the 
share of walking, bicycling, bus and 
carpool trips within Alameda by al-
most 14 percent from the expected 
2030 baseline from 24,200 non-drive 
alone trips to 27,500 throughout a 
typical weekday.

“The Transportation Choices 
Plan provides an implementation-
focused blueprint for how the city 
can improve transportation infra-
structure and services in Alameda 
over the next 15 years,” the city 
stated. Read the plan in its en-
tirety at https://alamedaca.gov/ 
transportation-choices-plan. 

According to the city, the next 
steps involve implementing the 
plan, which already is partially 
funded with $61 million through 
grants and money in the city’s two-
year budget and the Capital Im-
provement Program. These funded 
projects include the Cross Alameda 
Trail, dedicated bus lanes on Ralph 
Appezzato Memorial Parkway, Cen-
tral Avenue safety improvements 
and traffic calming on Otis Drive. 

The Nov. 7 Council meeting 
also included the first reading of 
the cannabis ordinance. The ordi-
nance’s second, and final, reading 
took place at the Nov. 21 meeting af-
ter the Alameda Sun went to press. 

The Alameda Federal Building, part of the former U.S. 
Maritime Service Officer’s Training Center on McKay 
Avenue is currently being demolished.

Alameda Federal Building makes way 
for more parkland on West End


