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Island Suffers Week 
of Poor Air Quality

Breathing 
Grief

Gene Kahane
Smoke is a liar,

A soft puff floating,
Undulating,

A performer rising,
Disembodied,

Lofting from the sorcerer’s pipe,
Dazzling a child’s eyes,

It belies the science,
The particles therein,

Once matter,
A home, a bedspread, a lock of 

hair,
Now holy detritus atomized,

Cast up and out,
And down,
Onto, into,

Through gauze,
Swallowed,

Each inhalation sacred,
A memorial service in  

respiration,
One community,

Shared air,
Breathing grief. 

Gene Kahane is one of 
Alameda’s poets laureate.

Sun Staff Reports
The Camp Fire in Butte County 

started Thursday, Nov. 8, and 
impacts were felt in Alameda 
almost immediately. Air quality 
quickly reached unsafe for sen-
sitive groups. Smoke from The 
Camp Fire, the most destructive 
and deadliest fire in California 
history, continued to worsen Bay 
Area air quality to hazardous lev-
els. Residents were advised to stay 
indoors, keep windows and doors 
closed and close fireplace damp-
ers. When outside, residents were 
encouraged to avoid exertion and 
wear properly fitted N95 respirator 
masks.

Through a generous donation 
from Euge Lee of Western Gravel 
& Roofing Supply, the city was 
able to provide masks to 4,760 
residents at seven locations across 
the Island. The city ran out of this 
supply in a matter of hours. 

The Alameda Main Library 
offered extended hours over the 
weekend for people to breathe 
cleaner air via its HEPA air filters. 
The city prioritized residents who 
are homeless and residents who 
are at higher risk due to extended 
exposure or age. Daytime drop-
in centers for unsheltered people 
were available all last weekend. 

Alameda Fire Department’s 
(AFD) Engine No. 501 is assigned 
to body recovery in Butte County. 
AFD’s OES Engine 296 is providing 
structure protection. Alameda’s 
Water Tender No. 1 is providing 
spot fire water supply to a strike 
team in Ventura County. All crews 
are very active but doing well.

Full containment of the Camp 
Fire is not expected until the end 
of the month. It has burned at least 
142,000 acres. A total of 5,596 fire 
personnel have been deployed. 
There are now more than 70 con-
firmed deaths, more than a thou-
sand reported missing and nearly 
10,000 residences destroyed. 

Anyone willing to help is 
encouraged to donate to the Red 
Cross to help fire victims. Text 
CAWILDFIRES to 90999 to make 
a $10 donation or donate online 
at redcross.org/donate/donation.
html. To continue to monitor 
the air quality in real time, visit 
https://airnow.gov.

“We see time and again the 
compassionate and committed 
response our Island makes when 
faced with a disaster,” stated the 
City of Alameda in a press release. 
“Today we are very thankful to 
everyone who is helping make our 
Island, and our state, safer.”

Courtesy airnow.gov

The Environmental Protection Agency provides air quality maps updated in real time 
for every zip code in the United States on its website, airnow.gov. Late last week offi-
cials were saying the air quality in the Bay Area was the worst in the world. Maps 
of the Bay Area returned from the site Monday showed nearly all of the Bay Area 
under red, unhealthy conditions. As of noon Tuesday, conditions had improved.

Counting of Votes Nears 
Completion, No Change

Dennis Evanosky

Left, Jeff Cambra receives 
a free N95 mask from 
Jackie Krause at the 
Mastick Senior Center. The 
city had a limited supply 
of masks to give out thanks 
to Euge Lee’s donation.

Eric J. Kos

Below, the Oakland Hills 
would normally be vis-
ible just above the build-
ings in the background 
of this photo taken from 
Alameda’s north shore. 
Smoke on Nov. 9 had 
completely obscured them.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Enjoy Free Thanksgiving 
Dinner Today

The extraordinary generos-
ity of the congregation at Christ 
Episcopal Church continues 
again this year with the annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
today from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. As 
they have done for many years, 
volunteers with the church pre-
pare and serve Thanksgiving tur-
key dinners with all the fixings 
to anyone in need of a hot meal 
and some friendly conversation. 
Admission is free. The church is 
located at 1700 Santa Clara Ave. at 
Grand Street. 

Toy Program Underway
The 2018 Alameda Firefighters 

Toy Program (AFTP) is underway. 
The program will ensure that all 
low-income Alameda parents who 
sign up at the Alameda Food Bank 
receive age-appropriate holiday 
toys for their children from new-
borns to age 12 and $25 gift cards 
for youth ages 13 to 17.

Parents needing toys can sign 
up at the Alameda Food Bank 
on or before Saturday, Dec. 8, 
by visiting alamedafoodbank.org 
or calling 523-5850. The program 
especially needs donations of 

crafts, sports balls and items for 
older children. 

Cash donations are also needed 
to purchase gift cards. Make checks 
payable to Alameda Firefighters Toy 
Program and mail to AFTP, P.O. Box 
6523, Alameda, CA 94501. Donations 
are tax-deductible.

Donors can drop off new, 
unwrapped toys at any of the four 
fire stations or at: 

n City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara 
Ave.

n Alameda Housing Authority, 
701 Atlantic Ave.

n Alameda Police Department, 
1555 Oak St.

n Alameda Free Library, 1550 
Oak St.

n Alameda Recreation & Park 
Dept., 2226 Santa Clara Ave.

n Alameda Municipal Power, 
2000 Grand St.

Many commercial businesses 
are also serving as drop-off sites. 
For more information, contact Jim 
Franz, AFTP Coordinator, at 913-
0171 or email trumpet.jim12@gmail.
com. A complete list of toy drop-off 
sites is available at alamedaca.gov.

Thieves Pilfer AMP Payments
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) reports that thieves helped 
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Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda County Registrar 

of Voters released its 10th election 
update at 9:15 p.m. Nov. 17. 

The registrar’s office appears to 
be counting about 1,000 ballots per 
day. New information has tended to 
widen the gap in most races as it 
has been released.

In the race for Alameda Mayor, 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft has a lead 
of 1,329 votes over next closest 
contender Mayor Trish Spencer. 
Ashcraft has 41.97 percent of the 
vote and Spencer, 37.45 percent. 
There were also 181 write-ins.

In the race for Council, John 
Knox White is the clear front run-
ner with 25.88 percent of the vote. 
He has a 1,750-vote lead over Tony 
Daysog who earned 22.69 percent 
of the vote. Daysog has 1,873 more 
votes than the next closest can-
didate, Jim Oddie who so far has 
tallied 19.27 percent of the vote. 
Behind Oddie by 504 votes, Robert 
Matz earned 18.17 percent of the 
vote. There were also 194 write-ins.

In the school board race, Mia 
Bonta is the clear front runner 
with 35.68 percent of the vote. She 
enjoys a 4,560-vote lead over Gary 
Lym, who earned 26.23 percent of 
the vote. Lym has a 3,338-vote lead 

over Anne McKereghan who has 
19.32 percent of the vote. There 
were also 210 write-ins.

In the race for the hospital 
board seat, Dennis Popalardo is 
well ahead of Mike McMahon with 
68.89 percent of the vote. He leads 
McMahon by 9,877 votes. There 
were also 281 write-ins.

In deciding whether to pass the 
sales tax Measure F, the Yes votes 
have 61.50 percent of the vote and 
a 7,598-vote lead over the No votes.

In deciding whether to pass the 
rent control Measure K, the No 
votes have 60.31 percent of the 
vote and a 6,749-vote lead over the 
Yes votes.

The park funding Measure FF 
passed overwhelmingly. The Yes 
votes have 86.61 percent of the 
vote and a 191,440-vote lead over 
the No votes.

These are the results available 
as of press time Tuesday, Nov. 20. 
An unknown number of ballots 
remains to be counted. When 100 
percent of the votes are counted, 
the results will be certified by the 
registrar’s office next month.

To see live election results, visit 
the Alameda County Registrar of 
Voters website at https://www.acgov.
org/rovresults/236/menuM.htm.

Marriott Residence Inn 
Before Planning Board

Dennis Evanosky
On Aug. 28, Harbor Bay 

Hospitality, LLC, with HGRA 
Architects submitted an applica-
tion and design review to allow 
the construction of the Marriott 
Harbor Bay Residence Inn, a hotel 
and restaurant-cafe at 2900 Harbor 
Bay Parkway on the Esplanade next 
to the Harbor Bay Ferry Terminal. 

The Planning Board scheduled 
an Oct. 8 meeting to review the 
plans for the hotel. At that meeting 
staff told the applicant to improve 
the hotel’s design by simplifying 
it. After reviewing the plans the 
Planning Board and city staff said 
that the hotel’s “overall design 
seems to be a collection of parts, 
as opposed to a cohesive design 
for a single building.”  Staff worked 
with the applicant and the archi-
tect to provide what staff called “a 
pleasing and attractive architec-
tural design for the hotel building.” 

“The objective for the Esplanade 
project has always been to cre-
ate a waterfront development with 
a ‘family’ of buildings with con-
sistent waterfront setback and 
compatible architectural designs,” 
staff informed the applicant. Staff 
pointed out that the designs of 
the Esplanade’s McGuire & Hester 

and Stacie Witbeck buildings were 
“simple, but elegant. 

 A lagoon and residential neigh-
borhood border the site to the 
north. The property fronts onto 
Shoreline Park and San Francisco 
Bay to the south. Neighbors have 
expressed their opposition to the 
project.  The applicant was sched-
uled to present its new design 
plans at the Planning Board’s next 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 26. 

However, staff reported that 
it “received a number of emails 
requesting that the Planning Board 
delay action on this application 
to give the neighbors more time 
to consider the project.” On Nov. 
19, the Planning Board received a 
request from the applicant to delay 
the matter. The Planning Board 
approved the request and canceled 
its Nov. 26 meeting. 

Opponents point to negative 
impacts on property values. Brian 
Tremper, president of the Freeport 
Homeowners’ Association, says that 
members of his association want 
more time to review the project. 
“This hotel is a radical departure 
from the plan presented to us for 
the Esplanade and deserves a thor-
ough review and discussion,” he 
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Nov. 26 meeting canceled, all agenda 
items rescheduled for Dec. 10


