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USS Hornet’s new executive director Jill Knowland Rapposelli sits in the cabin door 
of a replica of “Helo 66,” the SH-3H Sea King that recovered the Apollo astronauts. 
The helicopter is painted in the same “66” livery as the original.

Hornet Taps New Executive Officer
Sun Staff Reports

The USS Hornet announced that 
the floating museum has hired 
its first female executive direc-
tor in the person of Jill Knowland 
Rapposelli. She will lead museum 
operations, educational programs 
and the ship’s capital campaign. 
A Piedmont resident, Rapposelli 

lives in Piedmont. She comes to 
the Hornet from Oakland’s Chabot 
Space & Science Center where she 
served as Chief Operating Officer 
for 10 years.

“We’ve picked up some impres-
sive people over the years but 
Jill might be our most impressive 
catch yet,” said Ray Fortney, chair-

man of the board of trustees for the 
aircraft carrier, a National Historic 
Landmark known for its role as the 
ship that recovered the Apollo 11 
astronauts from the Pacific Ocean 
following man’s first to walk on the 
moon in 1969. 

Rapposelli officially came 
aboard the Hornet on Nov. 2

Ron Salsig
Renowned golf course architect 

Rees Jones was in Alameda on Tues-
day, Nov. 10, to show the new Jack 
Clark (South) Course he designed 
to members of the City Council, the 
Park & Recreation Department and 
the Golf Commis-
sion.

This was no 
ordinary show. 
Jones has de-
signed a new 
course unlike any 
in the Bay Area. 
He describes the 
course as a mini-
mist design more 
like you would 
find in Australia, 
where you can play the ball to the 
hole by air or ground. 

The redesign and full remodel of 
the Jack Clark Course follows much 
of the former layout but a few holes 
were changed. For example, the old 
first hole changes from a shorter par 
4 into a par 5 that slightly doglegs 
right and finishes close to the old 
second green, so even with the rout-
ing staying the same, the course will 
have a totally different feel.

Exactly how Alameda and Gre-
enway managed to land Jones for 
this job remains something of a 
mystery. He is probably the most 
famous living golf course architect 
in the world today, and could pick 
and choose his jobs freely. Cur-
rently he has over 30 projects on 
his plate.

But he took this job with good 
purpose. Yes, he is known world-
wide as the “Open Doctor,” the man 
that the United States Golf Associa-
tion hires to renovate courses they 
have selected for the US Open. But 
he has a clear commitment to pub-
lic golf.

Jones clarified his commitment 
to the Alameda project in many 
television interviews through the 
past year. In all those interviews, he 
made a point to bring up his Alam-
eda project, and why it is so impor-
tant. He feels that public golf has 

been neglected through the years, 
yet public golf courses are the life-
blood of golf. Far more golfers play 
municipal courses than any other, 
and these golfers deserve far bet-
ter than they have received. And he 
is out to prove that it can be done. 

Alameda and the 
Chuck Corica 
Golf Complex will 
be his statement 
in that regard.

The front nine 
has been laid out 
with his rede-
sign — bunkers 
are in place and 
the greens are 
as they will be. 
But no grass has 

been planted yet. 
“You’ll find that the bunkers are 

green and the greens are white,” 
Jones said. “There is no sand in 
the bunkers yet, no grass on the 
greens. Just the base of the design.”

He explained that more than 
47,000 truckloads of dirt had been 
brought in to cover the course, cap 
the old garbage dump on which the 
course lies, and improve irrigation. 
The course is approximately 10 
to 15 feet higher than the original 
course.

As we strolled through the first 
nine holes, many of us began to 
lose our bearings. And this was a 
strange experience. None of the 
new holes resembled in any way 
the holes that were there for such 
a long time, and we had to pick out 
landmarks like the road or some 
trees we recognized to orient our-
selves to where we were.

This was nothing like the course 
we had played for years and years, 
and it was hard to remember, 
or see, the old holes we played. 
They’re gone. This is a brand new 
course, with the same routing.

It is remarkable what a true art-
ist can do to an old course. From 
every tee, the hole was framed per-
fectly by trees, bunkers and what 
will be fairways with slopes. There 

Rees Jones Shows Off 
New South Course Design
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It was hard to 
remember, or see, 
the old holes we 
played. They’re 
gone. This is 
a brand new 
course, with the 
same routing.

Navy Housing Site 
Safe to Transfer

Landlords Sneak in 
Under Moratorium
Hundreds evicted just in time for Veterans Day holiday

Richard Bangert
The Navy recently decided that 

North Housing — a vacant residen-
tial area located between Alameda 
Point and Alameda Landing — is 
safe for transfer. The approval 
comes after the Navy stopped a 
program to clean groundwater at 
the site to drinking-water standards. 

In 2013, the Navy turned off its 
air pump and carbon filter vacuum 
cleanup system to see if it made any 
difference in the concentrations or 
movement of contaminants. It didn’t. 

However, before the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) would sign off on a perma-
nent shutdown of the cleanup sys-
tem, it wanted a new set of tests at 
ground level to ensure there is no 
risk of harmful vapors. The Navy 
conducted tests inside the vacant 
housing, in the crawl spaces, and 
under the parking lot and basket-
ball courts at the former Island 
High School property. The negative 
results satisfied the EPA.

The original overly cautious risk 
assumption in the 2007 cleanup 
plan — that humans might some-
how ingest the salty groundwater 
10 to 20 feet below the surface — 
is now seen as implausible. The 
vapor extraction system covering a 
six-acre area of benzene and naph-
thalene-contaminated groundwater 
was dismantled last year after a 
new round of tests showed that 
there is no evidence of harmful 
vapors rising to the surface.

The Navy originally slated the 
property for transfer to the Coast 
Guard. But the Coast Guard decid-
ed in 2008 that it no longer wanted 
the parcel. The Navy and the city 
then worked out a plan that incor-
porates a federal requirement for 
homeless accommodation and a 
for-profit development. 

The 22.7 acres slated for auction 
to a private developer will be tagged 
with utility infrastructure costs on 
the Housing Authority’s 13.6 acres 
and Habitat for Humanity’s 2.2 acres. 
Mosley Avenue will connect Alameda 
Landing and North Housing with 360 
feet of new roadway.

In April the Navy amended its 
original 2007 cleanup plan, with 
regulatory agency concurrence. 
In doing so, the Navy cited new 
evidence along with city, county, 
and state regulations that prohibit 
intrusive activities and specifically 
prohibit well installation in the shal-
low groundwater where the con-
tamination is located. The cleanup 
plan amendment stated that results 
of the evaluations of extensive data 
for this cleanup area “show that 
there is no unacceptable risk for 
current residential and school uses 
and any potential future land uses.” 

The amended plan also cited 
new evidence that suggested 
the contaminants were part the 
marsh crust some 20 feet below 
ground level and essentially stuck 

there. The marsh crust is a layer 
of “hydrocarbon gunk” that the 
Oakland Gas Light Company’s coal 
gasification plant discharged onto 
Alameda’s marshlands from about 
1880 to 1910. North Housing now 
sits on a part of that marshland. 

The land was never cleaned up 
before being filled in for use as the 
San Francisco Aerodrome from 1930 
to 1941. The marsh crust extends 
from the Oakland Estuary to Bayport 
and over to central Alameda Point. 
A city ordinance requires a permit 
before digging into the marsh crust 
to ensure safe handling. 

The 37-acre North Housing area 
lies adjacent to the new Alameda 
Landing residential neighbor-
hood. The site currently contains 
51 residential structures with 282 
three- and four-bedroom units con-
structed in 1969. With the possible 
exception of the two acres going to 
Habitat for Humanity, all the units 
will be demolished to make way for 
new construction. 

The Housing Authority will build 
90 units of supportive housing that 
will include a community center. 
Habitat for Humanity has not yet 
decided what it will do with its 
parcel. The private-developer area 
is currently zoned for 315 units of 
multifamily residential housing and 
may exceed that number if the den-
sity bonus is applied for.

The transfer of properties is 
expected in 2016. The auctioning of 
the for-profit North Housing Navy 
property will follow, but no firm 
timeline has been announced.

Richard Bangert writes the online 
Alameda Point Environmental 
Report. Follow him on Twitter and 
Facebook.

Adults Cited in 
Youth’s Death

Updates 
from Bonta

Dennis Evanosky

Tenants who received termination notices compare notes at the Bayview Apartments 
last week. The building’s owners updated their termination notices on Veterans Day.

Sun Staff Reports
Residents at the Bayview Apart-

ments at 470 Central Ave., were 
given tenancy termination notices 
on Nov. 7, according to Catherine 
Pauling, spokesperson for Alameda 
Renters Coalition. 

The owners of the building, Srid-
har Equities, delivered the notices a 
mere three days after City Council 
adopted an ordinance prohibiting 
no cause evictions for 65 days.

The City Council unanimously 
voted 5-0 to adopt the urgency or-
dinance prohibiting residential rent 
increases of more than 8 percent 
and no-cause evictions at a special 
meeting Nov. 4. The 65-day mora-
torium was put in place to provide 
city staff time to prepare legislation 
for the Council’s consideration in 
January. During this period, rents in 
multi-family buildings built before 
1995 cannot be increased more than 

8 percent. The cap on rent increases 
is cumulative and takes into account 
rent increases imposed within the 
last 12 months. In addition, actions 
to terminate a tenancy, such as evic-
tions, have been limited to for-cause 
only (non-payment of rent, illegal 
activity, etc.) for the 65-day period. 

However, it appears Sridhar is 
just postponing eviction plans to 
bypass the moratorium period. 
According to Pauling, the original 
termination notice demanded resi-
dents to be moved out by Jan. 8, 
but that fell under the 65-day mora-
torium. So Sridhar Equities handed 
out a revised notice on Veteran’s 
Day that moved the eviction date 
to Jan. 11.

In the letter, Sridhar said they 
are terminating the tenant agree-
ments so they can “perform work 
on the building.” The company, 
which is based in San Jose, is not 
believed to have acquired the 
proper city permits to perform con-
struction on the site at the time the 
letters were delivered. Sridhar has 
owned and operated the complex 
for just one month. 

The Alameda Renters Coalition 
held a press conference Saturday, Nov. 
14, at the apartment complex with the 
families of the Bayview Apartments 
in attendance. At the meeting Pauling 
vehemently denounced Sridhar’s mo-
tives and demanded, on behalf of the 
renters, that the company withdraw 
all terminations. 

“This tight-knit community, 
where most children attend school 
next door at Paden Elementary 
School, is in danger of being com-
pletely torn apart,” said Pauling. 
“Sridhar is just using this as a 
smokescreen for evictions to get 
immediate high-market rates. This 
callous disregard for Alamedan 
families is not acceptable to our 
community and demonstrates why 
renters need protections.”

If the terminations do take place, 
families in the 34-unit complex — 
including dozens of students — will 
have to look for new residences. 
When asked about the termina-
tions, a representative at Sridhar 
responded with no comment.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Seventeen-year-old Clay Harding 

died on Nov. 23, 2014, after ingesting 
prescription drugs and alcohol at 
the Alameda home of Kathleen Per-
kins, 57, and her son Matt Arnstein. 

Last Thursday Perkins and Arn-
stein were arraigned at Oakland’s 
Wiley Manuel Courthouse on 11 
counts of child endangerment and 
two counts of obstructing a police 
investigation. The charges allege 
Harding’s death came after he mixed 
drugs and alcohol during a party at 
the Perkins-Arnstein residence.  

Harding was born on May 12, 1997, 
in Oakland. He attended St. Joseph’s 
and Edison Elementary schools, Lin-
coln Middle School, St. Joseph Notre 
Dame and was a senior at Alameda 
High School when he died. 

Neither Perkins nor Arnstein, 
who graduated from Alameda High 
School in 2014, were present in 
court for the arraignment. They are 
due back in court on Dec. 30.

Dennis Evanosky
Part two of two

The regular session of the 2015-
2016 California Legislature current-
ly stands in recess. Assemblyman 
and former Vice-Mayor Rob Bonta 
visited the Alameda Sun to offer his 
perspective on how the current ses-
sion is progressing. 

In part one Bonta discussed his 
role in the passage and Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s subsequent signing of the 
Medical Marijuana Regulation and 
Safety Act. The legislation behind the 
act included Bonta’s AB266, which 
sets up a medical marijuana bureau.

Bonta also shared his excitement 
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