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News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Alamedans’ Input Needed on 
Community Needs Survey
The City of Alameda Social 

Service Human Relations Board, 
working in partnership with the 
Alameda Unified School District, 
Alameda Youth Collaborative and 
Alameda’s social services organiza-
tions is conducting an online sur-
vey regarding the housing, com-
munity development and social 
service needs in Alameda.

In a time of dwindling resources 
and increasing needs, it is more 
important than ever the residents 
of Alameda have a voice in how the 
city invests federal and other fund-
ing received for these programs 
and services.

The city encourages residents to 
take the time to complete this sur-
vey so that the Social Service Human 
Relations Board and City of Alameda 
can make informed decisions and 
recommendations that include the 
projects and programs Alamedans 
believe to be most important.

The survey is available online 
in English, Chinese and Spanish at 
alamedaca.gov/community.

For a hard copy of the sur-
vey, contact Jim Franz, Community 

Development Coordinator at 747-
6883 or jfranz@alamedaca.gov.

The survey closes at midnight 
on Monday, Dec. 11.

Restaurant Helps Fire Victims
At two upcoming events 

Alameda’s C’era Una Volta Italian 
Restaurant will be serving up deli-
ciousness and generosity. Cheryl 
Principato and Rudy Duran, own-
ers of C’era Una Volta, will contrib-
ute to the “Week of Italian Cuisine 
in San Francisco” event held Nov. 
13 through 17, to benefit those 
still recovering from the North Bay 
firestorms. C’era will present a $35 
four-course prix fixe dinner and 
wine pairing as part of the week-
long celebration of Italian food at 
its location on Park Street. 

The culinary celebration is now 
in its second year and takes place 
at Italian restaurants around the 
Bay Area. Its goal is to promote 
Italian traditions and food-and-
wine connoisseurship as a distinc-
tive trait of Italian identity and 
culture. For more information, visit 
weekofitaliancuisineinsf.org.

C’era will then take the fundrais-
ing effort one step further on Monday, 
Dec. 4. In a partnership with the Food 
Shift Kitchen, C’era will host another 

fundraiser for fire victims. 
C’era Una Volta is located at 

1332 Park St. Ste. D. For more infor-
mation or reservations, call 769-
4828 or visit www.ceraunavolta.us.

Holiday Fest this Weekend
Come support local artists 

and businesses while getting a ton 
of holiday shopping done before 
Thanksgiving at the Holiday Fest 
2017. The holiday shopping expo, has 
been set for Sunday, Nov. 19, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free.

A huge variety of handcrafted 
and specially made items will be on 
sale in one convenient place: Temple 
Israel and the Community Center of 
Harbor Bay Isle at 3183 and 3195 
Mecartney Road in Alameda.

Plenty of free parking is avail-
able nearby at Bay Farm’s Harbor 
Bay Landing. Overflow parking is 
available at CVS and Safeway.

For more information, write: 
office@TempleIsraelAlameda.org, 
call 522-9355 or visit www.face-
book.com/AlamedaHolidayFest.

Toys for Tots Locations Open
Dates and locations for the 2017 

Alameda Firefighters Toys for Tots 
program have been announced. 

Photos & Story by  
Richard Bangert

The underground infrastructure 
at Alameda Point may be old and in 
need of replacement, but many of 
the Navy’s industrial and civic build-
ings were built to last centuries. One 
of those buildings is Building 9, a 
former records warehouse on West 

A worker grinds a metal frame on Building 9, preparing to replace more than 9,000 
window panes. Workers have already applied rust-converting primer to the frames.

Nuclear Research 
Coming to Alameda
Point tenant plans to design next-generation power plant

Tower Avenue right across the street 
from the Bladium that is rock solid 
and worth rehabiltating. 

According to developer Joe Ernst 
of srmErnst, the horizontal align-
ment of the steel superstructure has 
moved a mere 1.2 inches in the 77 
years since it was built. “And for all 
we know, it could have been off by 
an inch when it was built,” said Ernst. 

The hangar-like structure is 
being readied for the first tenant, 
Kairos Power. Kairos will set up a 
laboratory to test components that 
will make up a new type of nuclear 
reactor. No radioactive material will 
be handled there. In fact, Ernst says 
that’s spelled out in the deed. 

Unlike most structures, Building 
9 does not need to rely on theoreti-
cal models to predict earthquake 
readiness. The building is outfitted 
with an overhead crane spanning 
the width of the building, mounted 
on rails running the length of the 
building. According to Ernst, an 
engineering company was able to 
simulate a maximum credible earth-
quake jolt by moving the massive 
crane, and then bringing it to a 
stop. The building is expected to 
survive “The Big One.”

The integrity of this steel-and- 
stucco structure, which has no inte-
rior supporting pillars, is due in large 
part to the underground piling and 
bracing system. The Navy’s building 
plans show that the pilings extend 70 
feet below ground. The lowest 50 feet 
are massive redwood beams, which 
Ernst says are in fine shape. The top 
20 feet is reinforced concrete. The 
bases of the supporting pillars for 
the walls are tied together by under-
ground reinforced concrete beams 
that crisscross the width of the build-
ing. They keep the walls from poten-
tially spreading apart. 

A $24 million renovation project 
is already underway on Building 9. 
All the window glass, more than 
9,000 panes, will be replaced. The 
east, south and west sides will get 
single-pane lowE glass that reduces 
heat gain. The north side will get 
regular glass. The metal window 
frames are not deep enough to allow 
for dual-pane windows.  

Point’s Dated 
Sewer System 
Causes Issues 
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Local Elks Lodge Honors 
Vets at Annual Dinner

Sun Staff Reports 
Some 250 local residents gath-

ered at the Alameda Elks Lodge 
on Veterans Day last Saturday to 
honor veterans and active-duty 
military stationed in the area. The 
lodge itself boasts 126 members 
who are veterans. The Elks’ veter-
ans served in World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam and the current Middle 
East conflicts. 

About 40 active-duty members 
stationed in the area were invited 
as honored guests, treated to din-

ner and thanked for their service. 
Guests included the commanding 
officers of the Coast Guard cutters 
Stratton and Waesche; Army mem-
bers from Camp Parks; Marines 
and Navy members from the Navy 
Operation Support Center in 
Alameda; as well as some military 
recruiters. 

The Mayor and City Council 
members attended and heard 
speaker Capt. Nathan Moore, Chief 
of Staff, Coast Guard Pacific Area 
Command. During the dinner the 

Elks raised money to fund their 
overseas care package program and 
to support veterans programs.

Union City Sex Sting 
Nets Two Alamedans

School Cuts Looming

Sun Staff Reports
The Union City Police Depart-

ment (UCPD) announced that on 
Nov. 3 officers from its Community 
Oriented Policing and Problem Solv-
ing Unit (COPPS) arrested 15 men 
in a sting operation. UCPD crime 
reports state that the officers made 
the arrests about 4 p.m. on the 
32000 block of Alvarado Niles Road. 

According to UCPD, the men 
had all responded to an online ad-
vertisement that offered sex. They 
then offered to pay money for a 
sex act with an undercover officer 
posing as a prostitute. The men ar-
rested included two from Alameda: 
Alvin Nelson and Jamon Copeland.

UCPD conducted the sting with 
the Alameda County Vice Enforce-
ment Team (ACVET). The team in-
cluded officers from the Hayward 
and Piedmont police departments, 
as well as the Alameda County Pro-
bation Department. 

The operation also led to the ar-
rest of four men who allegedly aid-
ed a prostitute. UCPD stated that 
they “conducted an undercover 
prostitution operation to recover 
commercially sexually exploited 
children, arrest adult and juve-
nile prostitutes, pimps and male  
customers.”

Contact Sun Staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Trespasser Questioned 
at Local Middle School

Sun Staff Reports
School and police officials 

released a joint statement address-
ing a suspicious incident that 
occurred at Lincoln Middle School 
(LMS) Friday, Nov. 10, assuring fam-
ilies that the school is safe.

Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD), Alameda Police Department 
(APD) and LMS officials described 
the disurbance that took place 
Friday afternoon and what actions 
were taken to resolve the issue.  

“We would like to reassure all 
community members that officers 
with APD have investigated the sit-
uation, interviewed the young man 
in question, and believe he does 
not pose a threat to LMS or any 
other campus in Alameda,” read 
the statement.

According to reports, an uniden-
tified male walked onto the LMS 
campus, 1250 Fernside Blvd., and 
made disturbing comments to stu-
dents and staff causing them to feel 
uncomfortable. 

APD was notified of the incident 
around 12:45 p.m. APD said no 
crime was committed and the sus-
pect apologized for the disturbance 
and agreed to stay away from the 
campus. 

Many parents expressed their 
fears to school administrators. To 
calm their nerves APD stationed 
several officers at LMS Monday, 
Nov. 13. In addition, LMS staff and 
all AUSD principals were briefed 
about the incident. APD said they 
will continue to evaluate its school 
intruder protocols.

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Unified School Dis-

trict (AUSD) is awaiting a decision 
that could have a major impact on 
its finances in the coming years. At 
stake is $12 million annually that the 
district had been receiving from Mea-
sure A. Had all gone as planned, June 
1, 2018, would have meant a seamless 
transition from Measure A, which vot-
ers passed in 2011 — and will “sunset” 
next June 1 — and Measure B1, which 
passed muster last November and 
should take effect next June 1.  

Last February however, Nelco, 
Inc., Santa Clara Investors II and 
Edward Hirshberg filed suit against 
Measure B1. The plaintiffs claimed 
that the measure’s different rates 
for residential and commercial 
property owners violate state law. 

“The lawsuit was heard in court in 
September, and we are now awaiting 
the judge’s decision on the matter,” 

AUSD said in an Oct. 26 statement.
In the meantime, the Alameda 

County Office of Education has in-
structed the district to prepare for the 
worst and draw up a list of potential 
cuts. “This is to ensure that the dis-
trict remains solvent even if it loses 
the parcel tax revenues,” AUSD stated. 

Rising costs are also contribut-
ing between $4 and $8 million to the 
dilemma. In its statement, the dis-
trict explained that it might to have 
to cut between $16 and $20 million 
from its $100 million budget. Manag-
ers have come up with a list of those 
cuts and presented it to the school 
board after the Alameda Sun went to 
press last Tuesday. 

The Sun will cover that list in its 
next edition. The board is sched-
uled to hear an amended list on 
Nov. 28 and will approve the final 
list on Dec. 12. Meanwhile the com-
munity awaits the judge’s decision. b BRIEFS: Page 10

Mike Rosati

Dennis Evanosky
Alameda is taking steps toward 

a bright future at Alameda Point. 
However, the city continues to 
stumble on the former Naval Air Sta-
tion’s deteriorating infrastructure. 
The latest tripping stone centers on 
75-year-old drains serving brand-
new tenants.

At the center is a consent de-
cree that the city signed in 2014. 
At question is whether that decree 
requires the city to take a “replace-
as-you-go” tack as it sails toward 
completion of Alameda Point. Or 
does it allow a build-now, replace-
the-drains-later plan?

As it so often does, money lies 
at the heart of the issue. None is 
available to fix the pipes until the 
city can bank some lease money. 
The city cannot fix the drains until 
its tenants occupy the buildings. In 
the meantime, environmentalists 
worry that 2017-and-beyond occu-
pants will cause those 1940 drains 
to overflow into San Francisco Bay.  


