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HAPPY

NATIONAL CLEAN OUT YOUR 
REFRIGERATOR DAY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 6:49 16:58
Nov. 16 6:50 16:58
Nov. 17 6:51 16:57
Nov. 18 6:52 16:56
Nov. 19 6:53 16:56
Nov. 20 6:54 16:55
Nov. 21 6:55 16:55

From Bellena Bay: Betty Young

ISLAND ARTS
Poem of the Week  Page 8
‘Poem of the Week’ kicks off 

at coffee shops, libraries.

City announces grand opening 
of new Sweeney Park.

HOMETOWN NEWS 
Save the Date        Page 3

Local kids team up to inform 
public of tobacco dangers.

KIDS STUFF
Canvassing             Page 4

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Chiropractor Helps 
Realign Responders

Registrar Still Counting 
Votes, Results Clearer

Long-Running Resident 
‘Matilda’ Comes Home

Central Avenue Plan 
Meeting Slated Dec. 5

Sun Staff Reports

Along with the 10 Alameda firefighters on mutual aid at wildfires in both 
Northern and Southern California, Alameda also dispatched a somewhat 
unusual first responder. Dr. Tim Heath of Optimized Wellness Center in 

Alameda provided free chiropractic services to first responders at the fairgrounds in 
Chico last weekend. Both evacuees from and first responders to the Camp Fire have 
benefited from Heath’s treatments. Heath also volunteered similar services to firefight-
ers at the Tubbs Fire in September over multiple weekends. “This selflessness is a 
bright spot among the horrors of the fire,” wrote Alamedan Christy Kotowski. Heath 
posted the above photo on social media.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Country Registrar 

of Voters released its latest vote 
count at 5 p.m. Nov. 12. There 
were still an estimated 9,000 bal-
lots remaining to be counted as of 
Tuesday, Nov. 13. The registrar’s 
office appears to be counting about 
1,000 ballots per day. New informa-
tion has tended to widen the gap in 
most races as it has been released.

In the race for Alameda Mayor, 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft has a lead 
of 1,114 votes over her closest 
contender Mayor Trish Spencer. 
Ashcraft has 41.79 percent of the 
vote and Spencer, 37.29 percent. 
There were also 130 write-ins.

In the race for Council, John 
Knox White is the clear front run-
ner with 25.99 percent of the vote. 
He has a 1,327-vote lead over Tony 
Daysog who earned 22.92 percent 
of the vote. Daysog has 1,591 more 
votes than the next closest candidate, 
Councilmember Jim Oddie who so far 
has tallied 19.25 percent of the vote. 
Behind Oddie by 413 votes, Robert 
Matz earned 18.29 percent of the vote. 
There were also 132 write-ins.

The school board race, Mia 

Bonta is the clear front runner 
with 35.38 percent of the vote. She 
enjoys a 3,519-vote lead over Gary 
Lym, who earned 26.14 percent of 
the vote. Lym has a 2,404-vote lead 
over Anne McKereghan who has 
19.83 percent of the vote. There 
were also 153 write-ins.

In the race for the hospital 
board seat, Dennis Popalardo is 
well ahead of Mike McMahon with 
68.90 percent of the vote. He is 
ahead of McMahon by 7,812 votes. 
There were also 216 write-ins.

In deciding on the sales tax 
Measure F, the “yes” votes have 
61.69 percent of the vote and a 
6,072-vote lead over the “no” votes.

In deciding on the rent control 
Measure K, the “no” votes have 
60.52 percent of the vote and a 
5,411-vote lead over the “yes” votes.

The park funding Measure FF 
passed overwhelmingly. The “yes” 
votes have 86.47 percent of the 
vote and a 140,473-vote lead over 
the “no” votes.

To see live election results, 
visit the Alameda County Registrar 
of Voters website at acgov.org/ 
rovresults/236/menuM.htm.

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda has 

announced a community workshop 
to comment on the safety improve-
ment alternatives for Central 
Avenue near Webster Street for 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m. in City 
Council Chambers, at Alameda City 
Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave. 

Potential changes include bike 
lanes, a two-way bikeway on the 
south side of Central Avenue for 
connection to Encinal High and 
Paden Elementary schools or sim-
ply to installing “sharrow” bike 
pavement markings in the Webster 
Street area of Central Avenue. A 
“no-change” alternative also is 
included. A study of these options 
will take place in 2019.

The final Central Avenue con-
cept for the Webster Street area 

is yet to be determined and will 
be based on all community input 
gathered from the workshops, 
online surveys and written corre-
spondence, with approval expect-
ed in 2019 after a comprehensive 
analysis.

The entire Central Avenue proj-
ect stretches 1.7 miles between 
the intersections of Main Street 
and Pacific Avenue and Sherman 
Street and Encinal Avenue, and 
focuses on making the street safer 
for all users. 

Residents intested in this proj-
ect are invited to receive email 
updates, including alerts for future 
online surveys, by sending an 
email to gpayne@alamedaca.gov. 
To follow the project online visit  
a lamedaca.gov/public -works/ 
central-avenue-complete-street.

Sun Staff Reports
The annual Alameda Turkey 

Drive is on and local residents 
are collecting turkeys and canned 
and fresh goods for the Alameda 
Food Bank. The food bank 
needs some 400 turkeys before 
this Saturday, Nov. 17, and then 
another 400 the following week. 
Donations of unopened, non-

expired, non-perishable foods or 
fresh produce can be brought 
directly to the food bank’s distri-
bution center at 1900 Thau Way. 

Donations are accepted 
during  office hours Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesdays from 9 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Thursdays 
from noon to 3 p.m. All donors 

will receive a receipt for their 
donations. To make a monetary 
donation, visitalamedafoodbank.
org/donate.

Alameda resident Amos 
White has committed to raising 
100 turkeys himself and is ask-
ing Alamedans for help. Contact 
White at amoswhite3@gmail.com 
or (415) 489-0074.

Dennis Evanosky
Some 240 people enjoyed the 

Elks Club’s annual dinner last 
Saturday, Nov. 10. The dinner hon-
ored both veterans and active-duty 
military members stationed around 
the Bay Area. The Elks Club itself 
boasts 125 lodge members who are 
veterans. 

These Elks served in World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam and the 
current Middle East conflicts. 
Invited guests included active-
duty Army personnel from Camp 
Parks in Dublin, as well as Marines 
and Navy members for the Naval 

Operations Support Center who 
are serving our county here in 
Alameda. 

The Elks also invited 
Rear Admiral Moore, Deputy 
Commander Coast Guard Pacific 
Area; Brigadier General Roasche, 
Commanding General, U.S. Army 
84th Training Command, Camp 
Parks; and the commanding offi-
cers of the Coast Guard cutters 
Stratton and Waesche. 

The dinner especially honored 
the Blue Star Mothers who have chil-
dren on active duty in the military: 

Eric J. Kos
Matilda, a Model A 1931 Ford 

five-window coupe, purchased at 
the Morris Landy Ford dealer on 
Park Street (today’s Marketplace) 
in November 1931 has a new home 
all to herself thanks to owner 
Elizabeth Bechtold. The antique 
car and some friends celebrated 
her newly constructed Carpenter 
Gothic-style garage on San Jose 
Avenue with a plaque unveiling 
ceremony Nov. 5.

Matilda began life as a wed-
ding gift for Mrs. Christensen of 
2217 San Jose Ave. When her hus-
band passed, she ended up marry-
ing a neighbor and no longer had 

room for Matilda in her garage. 
So, in 1951 at 32,000 miles, Matilda 
passed hands to Bechtold’s moth-
er, Mary Gandrya, for $100. 

Bechtold remembers her fam-
ily driving the car when she was 
11 years old and a student at St. 
Joseph Elementary School. She 
drove Matilda to Holy Names High 
School where the kids got a kick 
out of riding in the rumble seat. In 
trips as far as Reno, Nev., Matilda 
never broke down or overheated. 
While working in town for the 
Alameda Recreations and Parks 
Department, Bechtold drove the 
Model A as a commute vehicle. 
Until age 86, Gandrya could be 

seen taking Matilda for errands 
around town.

Bechtold and her sons had 
Matilda repainted and her engine 
rebuilt in 1976 at 72,000 miles. From 
1951 to 2000 Matilda was garage 
kept, and was also well known for 
making occasional appearances in 
the Alameda Fourth of July Parade. 
She later moved with Bechtold’s 
family to a Glenwood Isle home. 

Today, Matilda is back where 
she started at the home Gandrya 
bought for $9,000 and Bechtold 
inherited. Now in her new home, 
Matilda looks forward to her 100th 
birthday in 2031 and many Fourth 
of July parades to come.

Courtesy photo

Standing among the many dignitaries celebrating the opening of Matilda the Model 
A’s new garage was the garage’s architect Ben Lindahl of San Francisco. Lindahl 
designed and built the structure single handedly.

Clayton J. Mitchell Photography

Pearl Harbor survivor Senior Chief Mickey Ganitch 
addressed a packed house at last Saturday’s veterans’ 
dinner at the Elks Club. Cecilia Gaerlan, executive 
director of the Bataan Legacy Historical Society also 
spoke to the group assembled at this annual event to 
honor America’s veterans. 

Turkey Drive Currently Underway

Elks Gather to 
Celebrate Vets

b VETS: Page 9
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