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Alameda Sun Local  
Election Coverage

Since Election Day is also dead-
line for the Alameda Sun, please 
visit www.alamedasun.com for the 
latest results on Tuesday’s elec-
tion. Full coverage of the results 
will appear on this page next week. 
Alameda voters decided on two 
council seats, city auditor and 
treasurer, two school board seats 
and four city of Alameda measures, 
including the hotly contested rent 
control measures, L1 and M1.

Tax Rate Will Actually 
Decrease in 2017

The statewide sales and use 
tax rate will decrease one quar-
ter of one percent (0.25%) from 
7.50 percent to 7.25 percent in 
the new year. The decrease in the 
statewide rate is effective for all 
cities and counties in California 
on Jan. 1. Sales and use tax rates 
may still be higher than the state-
wide rate in many jurisdictions in 
California due to the addition of 
district taxes. 

The rate is decreasing because 
Proposition 30, the Schools and 
Local Public Safety Protection Act 
of 2012 expires at the end of 2016. 
Proposition 30 was approved by 
California voters in November 2012 
and temporarily increased the 
sales and use tax by 0.25 percent. 

To find out how the tax rate 
decrease affects partial exemp-
tions, fixed-price contracts, 
returned merchandise, fuel rates 
and return filing can be found on 
the Board of Equalization (BOE) 
website www.boe.ca.gov. 

For more information, call 
the BOE’s Customer Service 
Center at 800-400-7115 (TTY:711). 

Customer service representatives 
are available to help weekdays  
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. except on 
holidays.

Rotary Grant Deadline  
is Approaching

The Rotary Club of Alameda 
offers community members grants 
in the amount of $500 to $1,500 
to deserving local nonprofits each 
year. The funds are raised through 
the club’s major fundraising proj-
ect, the Concerts at the Cove and 
through support of the Alameda 
Rotary Endowment Foundation.

Applicants must have programs 
that benefit Alameda residents in 
one of these categories:

n Arts and culture — including 
performing arts, visual arts and 
museums. 

n Community services — 
including animal services, environ-
mental efforts, parks and quality-of-
life services.

n Essential services — includ-
ing food, housing, medical and 
rehabilitation services, and

n Youth and family services.
Funds must go toward specific 

programs that exculsively benefit 
Alameda residents. Programs will 
be evaluated based on how many 
Alameda residents they affect, the 
benefit to the organization’s mis-
sion and other criteria.

Multiple applications for dif-
ferent projects may be submitted. 
Expenditure reporting may be 
required.

The deadline to submit an 
application for these grants is 5 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 18. Applications 
should be submitted electroni-
cally to Stephen Zimmerman at  
sfzimmerman@gmail.com. The 
grants will be awarded at a cer-
emony on Tuesday, Dec. 6.  
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The world’s first Wrightspeed-enabled refuse truck is 
about to start plying city streets in Sonoma County. The 
truck is a product of Alameda-based Wrightspeed.

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda-based Wrightspeed 

Powertrains, a manufacturer of 
range-extended electric vehicle 
powertrains for heavy-duty applica-
tions, and the Ratto Group, a Santa 
Rosa-based refuse, yard waste and 
recycling collection and processing 
company, recently unveiled the first 
commercial application of a range-
extended electric refuse truck.

Officials from both companies 
debuted the new vehicle at a press 
conference in So-
noma County on 
Nov. 2. Commu-
nities in Sonoma 
and surrounding 
counties will be 
the first to be 
served by the 
new upgraded 
vehicles, accord-
ing to the joint 
press release. 

The trucks will use Wright-
speed’s battery technology, The 
Route, to create a fleet of clean, qui-
et vehicles. It’s designed to deliver 
economic, environmental and per-
formance benefits in both new vehi-
cles and existing fleet retrofits. The 
Route has been recognized by the 
state of California for its ability to 
help meet progressive climate and 
air quality mandates. According to 
Wrightspeed’s website, The Route 
enables vehicles to operate with up 
to 67 percent less fuel consumption, 
63 percent less emissions and will 
save up to $23,000 in maintenance 
costs, compared to similar vehicles  

“Today is a milestone for So-
noma County in terms of improv-
ing local air quality and upholding 
environmental standards,” said the 

Sonoma County Chairman of the 
Board Efren Carrillo. “As a govern-
ment entity, we have led with inno-
vative programs to reduce green-
house gases.”

The Ratto Group’s fleet of re-
fuse, recycling and compostable 
yard waste trucks serves more 
than 140,000 customers in Sonoma 
County, Mariposa County, the city 
of Novato and West Marin. After the 
unveiling, Ratto and Wrightspeed 
will roll out more than 15 Route-

equipped trucks 
over the next 12 
months to meet 
c o m m u n i t y 
needs.

“In a busi-
ness that puts 
a premium on 
re-use, this 
represents the 
ultimate in recy-

cling. We’re literally recycling the 
recycling truck,” said Lou Ratto, 
chief operating officer of The Ratto 
Group. “By integrating Wright-
speed’s powertrains into our exist-
ing commercial fleet, we’re initiating 
a progressive solid waste and recy-
clables collection strategy that will 
maximize the life of our vehicles, cut 
fuel consumption and emissions, 
and have a positive environmental 
impact on our service areas.”

Wrightspeed was founded by 
Ian Wright, co-founder of Tesla Mo-
tors. Wrightspeed was awarded $7 
million in grants by the California 
Energy Commission to further de-
velop the technology for broad-
based adoption. The company is 
located at 650 West Tower Ave. For 
more information on Wrightspeed, 
visit wrightspeed.com.

Communities in 
Sonoma and sur-
rounding counties 
will be the first 
to be serviced by 
the new upgraded 
vehicles.
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Mayor Trish Spencer will at-

tend an event in Oakland and the 
USS Hornet Museum will host a 
ceremony and other festivities 
in honor of Veterans Day tomor-
row, Friday, Nov. 11.

The local chapter of the Viet-
nam Veterans of America will 
host an event at the Oakland Vet-
erans Memorial Building at 200 
Grand Ave. in Oakland. Spencer 

is expected to attend and pos-
sibly speak. The veterans group 
will unveil a new black granite 
monument as part of the cer-
emony. 

Aboard the USS Hornet in Al-
ameda, a wreath will be tossed 
from the fantail after an official 
ceremony starting at 11 a.m. 
The floating aircraft carrier mu-
seum will present stories from 
past crewmembers, other veter-

ans and a remembrance and ap-
preciation by Chaplain Wallace 
Whatley.

Other fun includes making 
thank-you cards to be delivered 
to veterans, riding in a jet cockpit, 
exploring the Hornet’s extensive 
exhibits and more. Active and re-
tired military can attend for free.   

The Alameda Elks Lodge will 
host its annual Veterans Day din-
ner at 6 p.m., but it is sold out.
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Mayor Trish Spencer spoke at last year’s Veterans Day event at the Veterans 
Memorial Building in Alameda.

Richard Bangert
The Navy will present options 

on possible ways to clean up 60 
acres at Alameda Point slated for a 
regional park at the Restoration Ad-
visory Board (RAB) meeting at 6:30 
p.m., this evening on the second 
floor of City Hall West, 950 West Mall 
Square at Alameda Point. The draft 
cleanup options represent the cul-
mination of 25 years of groundwa-
ter and soil studies that began be-
fore base closure was announced. 
Only five acres have been flagged 
for cleanup, but uncertainty about 
what lies beneath the pavement and 
structures requires a conservative 
approach. 

The site lies in the northwest 
portion of the old airfield along the 
Oakland Estuary and features open 
grassland, seasonal wetlands, a run-
way, a large concrete bunker and 
two buildings. Input from the com-
munity and regulatory agencies on 
the cleanup plan will have a major 
impact on the design and use of the 
future park.

The most thorough of the Navy’s 
draft cleanup options would involve 
demolishing all the structures and 
pavement and removing all soil to 
a depth of 10 feet and replacing it 
with clean soil. This option would 
eliminate all future restrictions on 
digging and landscaping, as well as 
annual inspection costs. The Navy 
estimates the cost at $108 million.

Two less costly options are also 
on the table. One option would 
cost just $21 million and leave all 
the contamination, structures and 
pavement in place and cover ev-
erything except the structures with 
two feet of clean soil and construct 
new wetlands to replace those lost. 

The other, and least costly, op-
tion would be to remove the soil on 
the five acres where contamination 
has been detected. All paved areas 
would have to remain permanently 
in place as a barrier for the un-
knowns that may lie beneath. The 
structures would remain but could 
be demolished, as long as the slabs 
remained in place. The estimated 
cost: $7.5 million.

A hybrid version of the cleanup 
alternatives is a possible outcome 
of public and regulatory input. 
One potential benefit of leaving the 
roughly 15-acre stretch of runway in 
place and not covering it with soil 
would be to provide a future site 
for an RV park, a skate park, or a 

Richard Bangert

A concrete weapons bunker and storage building pro-
vide a backdrop for a seasonal wetland on Alameda 
Point’s Northwest Territories. The Navy’s environmen-
tal cleanup plans are on this evening’s Restoration 
Advisory Board’s agenda.  
cycling and mara-
thon staging area.

Leaving the 
bunker and two 
buildings in place 
would mean 
they would be 
essentially use-
less hulks block-
ing the views. 
Digging up the 
ground to bring 
new utilities to 
the structures would be a costly 
can of worms, since digging would 
be prohibited without a complicat-
ed regulatory approval process.

Identifying contamination spots 
on the site was complicated by 
the fact that when the runway was 
extended over the nearby waste 
disposal area in 1953. Site grading 
apparently spread contamination 
from the dump to surrounding ar-
eas. Some of the contamination is 
attributed to spills and careless 
handling. 

Thirty treatment zones of vary-
ing size totaling five acres have 
been identified for either digging up 
and removing or covering up with 
clean soil. The main contaminant 
is radium-226, used in the paint-
ing of luminescent dials. Waste 
material from the radium painting 
operations at Alameda Point was 
routinely discarded in the under-
ground dump. During the testing 
for radiation in the soil, 283,000 
scanning measurements and 602 

soil samples were 
collected. Radium-
contaminated ob-
jects and soil areas 
were small. Several 
spots were contam-
inated with lead, 
PCBs and poly- 
cyclic aromatic  
hydrocarbons.

The public is in-
vited to attend this 
evening’s meeting. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about Alameda Point wildlife, 
cleanup, open space, and develop-
ment on his blog Alameda Point En-
vironmental Report.

The most thor-
ough of the 
Navy’s draft 
cleanup options 
would involve 
demolishing all 
of the structures 
and pavement.

Police Look at 
Alleged Assault 
at Encinal High
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Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) is investigating an alleged 
sexual assault that took place during 
a men’s water polo match between 
Encinal and Berkeley high schools 
on Oct. 11 at the Encinal Swim Cen-
ter on the school’s campus. 

According to reports, a Berke-
ley student is accused of sexually 
assaulting a player on the Encinal 


