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Local Church to  
Help Global Effort

This month, Central Baptist 
Church at 2133 Central Ave. will col-
lect donations for the Samaritan’s 
Purse project, Operation Christmas 
Child. The church joins nearly 
5,000 U.S. locations collecting gift-
filled shoeboxes for children in 
need around the world.

During the project’s National 
Collection Week, Monday, Nov. 
13, through Monday, Nov. 20, 
Alameda residents will transform 
empty shoeboxes into gifts of 
hope filled with school supplies, 
personal hygiene items and fun 
toys. Operation Christmas Child 
will deliver these shoebox gifts to 
children affected by war, disease, 
disaster, poverty and famine.

This year, the Alameda County 
California Area Team hopes to con-
tribute more than 20,500 shoebox 
gifts toward the 2017 global goal of 
reaching 12 million children.

The church is accepting dona-
tions Monday, Nov. 13, through 
Thursday, Nov. 16 from 1 to 4 p.m.; 
Friday, Nov. 17, and Saturday, Nov. 
18, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Sunday, 
Nov. 19, from 1 to 5 p.m. and 
Monday, Nov. 20, from 8 to 10 a.m.

Alamedan’s Documentary  
on PTSD in Oregon Festival

Clay Kempf of Alameda had 
his documentary, Stu Steinberg, 
discussing the effects of Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
on America’s veterans accepted 
into the Oregon Documentary Film 
Festival in Portland, Ore. Kempf 
directed, shot and co-produced 
the film with other Bay Area film-
makers. The festival takes place 
this weekend. Kempf lived most of 
his life in Berkeley; he moved to 
Alameda in 2007.

“Stu Steinberg is an important 
documentary that I hope will serve 
as a vehicle to help veterans with 
PTSD obtain the benefits, com-
pensation and healthcare they 
deserve,” Kempf stated in an email. 

Find out more about the festival 
at https://oregondocumentaryfilm 
festival.com and the film itself at 
www.stusteinbergdoc.com.

Steinberg is a veterans service offi-
cer who has assisted more than 1,000 
veterans, veterans’ dependents and 
active-duty military personnel since 
2005. The film is both a powerful and 
poignant reflection of the work he 
does, as well as the stories of how vet-
erans try to return to normal life after 
being in combat and their struggles 
with the Veterans Administration.

Help North Bay Firefighters 
Rebuild Homes

Alameda Firefighters Local 689 
invites the public to join the fun 
at a lobster feed fundraiser aboard 
the USS Hornet, to benefit victims 
of the North Bay wildfires. The 
feed has been set for Friday, Nov. 
17, from 4 to 7 p.m.; at the USS 
Hornet Museum, located at 707 W. 
Hornet Ave. 

More than 50 firefighters and 
their families lost everything in 
wildfires that recently ravaged the 
North Bay. While their own homes 
were destroyed, many of these 
firefighters worked tirelessly on 
the fire lines to protect their com-
munities. Help support these fire 
families and aid them on their road 
to recovery while enjoying lobster, 
shrimp, sausage and side dishes. 

Beer will be provided by 
Alameda’s Faction Brewing. Visit 
Brownpapertickets.com and search 
“Evening Lobster Feed Fundraiser” 
to purchase tickets, $125 per per-
son, adults 21 and older.

AUSD Responds to ACLU

Housing Limit for 
Point under Review

Story & Photo by  
Richard Bangert

Part of the vacant military hous-
ing near Alameda Landing formerly 
known as North Housing fetched a 
winning auction bid of $38 million. 

In order to complete the sale, 
the current “government” zoning 
designation must be removed. At 
the same time, the city recommends 
removing the government zoning 
from two adjacent parcels that will 
soon be transferred to the Alameda 
Housing Authority and Habitat for 
Humanity. The residential, multifam-
ily zoning will remain intact. 

What makes this rezoning 
more than routine is that city staff 
says when this zoning amend-
ment takes place, the current cap 
of 435 housing units will automati-
cally be lifted.

On Monday, Nov. 13, in addition 
to updating the zoning, the Planning 
Board will consider whether or not 
to reinstate a cap on the number 
of housing units allowed. However, 
Assistant Community Development 
Director Andrew Thomas cautions 
in the staff report, “Re-establishing 
a housing cap as part of the rezon-
ing of the property is a form of 
downzoning, inconsistent with the 
new state law which is intended 
to facilitate housing construction 
in California.” Thomas does not 
explain why keeping the exact num-
ber of units currently approved 
becomes a form of downzoning 
during a ministerial cleanup of zon-
ing language. 

In 2009, the Navy and the city 
agreed to a base reuse plan for 
this area that established the 

allowable number of housing 
units for all three parcels at 435. 
Habitat for Humanity was allotted 
30 units, the Alameda Housing 
Authority 90, and the market rate 
315. The staff report does not 
explain how a new 2017 state 
housing statute can invalidate the 
2009 federally approved military 
base reuse plan.

The winning bidder for the 
market-rate parcel, San Francisco-
based Carmel Partners, has stated 
that it intends to rehab the existing 
146 apartments and offer them for 
rent. None will have to be set aside 
as “affordable.” The three- and 
four-bedroom apartments were 
constructed in 1969. The interiors 
were remodeled shortly before the 
site was vacated about 10 years 

Landlord Pens Combative Letter 
on Rent Control Ballot Measure

Ekene Ikeme
With the Nov. 2018 election a 

year away, one Alameda landlord is 
already urging fellow landlords to 
start preparing for the City Charter 
rent ordinance vote.  

Don Lindsey, co-founder of the 
property management firm Gallagh-
er & Lindsey, sent a letter to fellow 
members of Alamedans In Charge, 
a group of influential Alameda land-
lords, describing what efforts the 
group should perform in the lead 
up to the election (“Council Dates 
Voter Decision” Oct. 26). 

“We will need to conduct polls 
to help fine tune our messaging,” 
the letter reads. “We will need to 
utilize the expertise of our rent con-
trol and political campaign consul-

tant. We will need to increase our 
public outreach with sound media 
and social network campaigns.”

To do all this Lindsey says the 
group will need money. He said the 
group needs to raise “$500,000 for 
the rent-control battle.” Lindsey’s 
asking landlords to contribute $100 
for every unit they own.  

Lindsey believes this issue is 
bigger than a fight between land-
lords and the Alameda Renters Co-
alition.

“The war we are fighting seems 
to be about rent control, but that is 
only a small part,” Lindsey wrote. 
“It is the vehicle they are using to 
rally the progressive community to 
take control of Alameda. We need 
to wrestle political control away 

from the far left and restore it to 
the middle.”

Lindsey anticipates Council-
members Jim Oddie, Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft and Vice Mayor Malia 
Vella will work with the renters to 
defeat the ordinance from being 
etched into the City Charter.

Alameda voters will decide 
whether ordinance 3148 will be a 
part of the Alameda City Charter in 
the Nov. 2018 election. If voters ap-
prove the ordinance, which allows 
landlords to evict tenants without 
just-cause, to the City Charter, 
councilmembers will not be able to 
make modifications the ordinance 
without a vote from residents.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Unified School 

District (AUSD) recently reas-
sured parents that the district has 
not placed a ban on student pro-
tected free speech.

AUSD released a statement 
responding to an American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) inquiry 
expressing concerns that the dis-
trict might be preventing students 
at Maya Lin Elementary School 
from wearing T-shirts or holding 
signs and stickers with the phrase 
“Black Lives Matter” on them. 

“AUSD honors our students’ 
First Amendment right to engage in 
political speech,” read a statement 
on the district website. “As such, 
students on our campuses have 
been wearing Black Lives Matter T-
shirts and stickers, creating Black 
Lives Matter artwork, and support-
ing Black Lives Matter as a move-
ment for some time.”

A member of the ACLU wrote to 
AUSD Superintendent Sean McPhe-
tridge concerned that school of-
ficials were violating free speech 
laws by confiscating “Black Lives 
Matter” stickers at Maya Lin. 

“It is our understanding that on 
Sept. 7, 2017, district staff removed 
Black Lives Matter signs and pos-
sibly stickers from a common area 
at Maya Lin Elementary School,” 
wrote ACLU Northern California 
attorney Abré Conner in the let-
ter. “This refusal, if correct, poses 
unlawful restrictions on student 
speech in violation of § 48907 and 
§ 48950 of the California Education 
Code, Article I, § 2(a) of the Califor-
nia Constitution as well as the First 
Amendment.” 

The district said students are al-
lowed to wear T-shirts or hold signs 
with political messages, however, it 
is against district rules for outside 
groups or community members to 
distribute materials, political-based 
or not, on district property. 

“This policy exists because, as a 
government agency, we cannot pick 
and choose among various causes 
to support. In other words, if we al-
low one group to use our facilities 
for publicizing their cause, we have 
to allow all groups to use our facili-
ties to publicize their cause.”

This policy has been in place 
since 2009, according to the state-
ment.

The statement stems from an in-
cident at the school that took place 
in September. On Sept. 5, a piece of 
artwork at Maya Lin School with 
“Black Lives Matter” written on it 
was vandalized to read “All Lives 
Matter.” This prompted someone to 
pass out “Black Lives Matter” stick-
ers at a back-to-school event at the 
school on Sept. 6. 

McPhetridge said he learned 
about the issue from a parent whose 
child had picked up a “Black Lives 
Matter” sticker, which the family 
“did not appreciate and did not so-
licit,” from a table at the school.

Parents at Maya Lin were told 
that signs or T-shirts would only be 
permitted on campus if they were 
created by the student.

“We hope this clarification helps 
to reassure all community mem-
bers that the “ban” reported by 
the ACLU does not exist,” the state-
ment read.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Navy housing recently sold at auction. The three- and four-bedroom units were con-
structed in 1969. The interiors were later remodeled and had little use before being 
vacated. The units will be spruced up and offered for rent. Estuary Park is in the 
immediate background, with the Port of Oakland in the distance. 
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Sun Staff Reports
Two new accessible shuttle 

buses began operation on Oct. 31 
to meet the growing transportation 
needs of Alamedans. Riders need 
not wait more than 30 minutes for 
a shuttle at each designated stop. 
Both Alameda Loop Shuttles (for-
merly called Alameda Paratransit 
Shuttles) are equipped with bike 
racks and wheelchair lifts. 

The two buses run three separate 
routes Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

n Tuesdays: West Loop 
(between Alameda Landing and 

downtown), leaving Anne B. 
Diament Senior Plaza at 920 Park 
St. and Target on the hour and half 
past the hour. 

n Wednesdays: East Loop 
(between Bay Farm Island, down-
town Alameda and Mastick Senior 
Center), leaving Waters Edge Lodge 
at 801 Island Drive on the hour and 
half past the hour.

n Thursdays: Central Loop 
(between downtown Alameda, 
Shore Line Drive and Bridgeside 
Center), leaving Anne B. Diament 
Senior Plaza at 920 Park St. on the 
hour and half past the hour. 

All routes stop at common desti-
nations including: Alameda Hospital, 
Alameda Main Library, Alameda 
Theater, Kaiser Permanente, Mastick 
Senior Center and South Shore Center.

The service is open to all, and 
provides preferential seating for 
seniors and people with disabili-
ties. Shuttle drivers can assist rid-
ers with boarding and exiting the 
shuttle, securing wheelchairs and 
carrying up to five bags of grocer-
ies or a folding shopping cart.

For schedules and more 
information visit: www.
AlamedaLoopShuttle.com b BRIEFS: Page 12

Sun Staff Reports
To honor and salute American 

veterans, the USS Hornet Sea, 
Air and Space Museum hosts its 
annual Veterans Day Celebration 
Saturday, Nov. 11, at 11 a.m.

The ceremony will be held 
on the ship’s hangar deck 
and speakers includes Capt.
Michael C. McCarron, USN 
(ret.), Executive Director of the 
USS Hornet Museum; Rev. Dr. 
Wallace H. Whatley, pastor of 
the Alameda Baptist Church and 
Hornet Chaplain and crewmem-
ber of the Hornet since 1968, Bill 
Fee. The Hornet Swing Band will 
provide music for the ceremony. 

Following the ceremony, 
a wreath will be cast into San 
Francisco Bay in honor of 
American veterans of all wars 
and branches of service.

A card-making station will 
be available to make veterans a 
thank-you card. The museum’s 
“Doolittle Raider” banner will 
be on display and its Radio Club 
will be in operation throughout 
the day. 

The museum opens at 10 
a.m. The event is free for all vet-
erans and museum members.

For more information, includ-
ing ticket prices, visit: www. 
uss-hornet.org or call 521-8448.

Hornet to Host Veterans Day

Henry Dixon

An Alameda Loop Shuttle appears with, from left to right: Brock Keck, maintenance 
manager; Alasha Campbell, shuttle driver; Victoria Williams, City of Alameda para-
transit coordinator and Gregg Eisenberg, general manager.

New Shuttles Doing Loops

District assures it allows free speech


