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Local Plays Role in 
Balcony Memorial

Courtesy Alameda Naval Air Museum

The China Clipper graces the sky over San Francisco’s skyline on its Nov. 22, 1935, 
maiden voyage. Notice the Coit Tower, built in 1933, in the background.

Alameda Celebrates 
the China Clipper

Sun Staff Reports
In the 1930s Alameda boasted 

three airports: the San Francisco 
Bay Airdrome on the site of today’s 
Alameda Community College; 
Benton Field on the present site 
of the former Alameda Naval Air 
Station’s “Big Whites”; and Alameda 
Airport near the Alameda Mole, 
the terminal for Southern Pacific’s 
Alameda-San Francisco ferry and 
its famous “Big Red” trains. 

Pan American Airways chose 
Alameda Airport as the base for 
its trans-Pacific flight operations. 
Pan American created a harbor it 
christened  “Pan American Lagoon” 
using 11 sunken destroyers, an old 
sailing ship and a merchant ship. 
The lagoon served as a sheltered 

harbor for the launching of Pan 
American’s seaplanes as well as a 
place to harbor yachts.

On March 31, 1935, Pan 
American’s Alameda base took 
delivery of its first “Clipper” sea-
plane. Beginning on April 16, 1935, 
Pan Am conducted survey flights 
across the Pacific. On Nov. 22, 1935, 
Pan American’s China Clipper made 
its inaugural flight from this lagoon.

This Saturday, Nov. 7, from 1 
to 3 p.m., the Alameda Naval Air 
Museum, Building 77, 2151 Ferry 
Point at Alameda Point will com-
memorate the 80th anniversary of 
that first flight, too often described 
on posters, postage stamps and 
other memorabilia as a flight from 
San Francisco. However, history 

should acknowledge that Pan 
American Airway’s starting point of 
its trans-Pacific route and its first 
flight were not in San Francisco, 
but in Alameda.

The Alameda Naval Air Museum 
offers excellent insight into the his-
tory of that period. The museum 
has early photos and other memo-
rabilia commemorating the flight. In 
the museum’s “Ready Room,” there 
is a frequent screening of the 1936 
movie China Clipper, with actor Pat 
O’Brien prefacing his radio messag-
es with “Calling Alameda — China 
Clipper — calling Alameda.” The 
museum is open most weekends 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Thanks to the late Frank Musso 
for originally covering this story.

President of 
Ireland receives 
Alameda artist’s 
memorial tribute 

Larry Freeman
Special to the Alameda Sun

John Frankel got hundreds of 
calls to duty as a Berkeley fire-
fighter over his 30-year career. This 
time, the retired first responder, an 
Alamedan for 58 years, was tapped 
for his talents with paints and 
brushes instead of water, hoses, 
axes and EMT skills.

Berkeley Fire Captain Ric 
Guzman and the Berkeley Fire 
Fighter’s Association (BFFA) asked 
Frankel to paint a memorial trib-
ute to the six Irish study-abroad 
students who lost their lives in the 
fourth-story apartment balcony col-
lapse in Berkeley last June.

Irish President Michael Higgins 
was coming to town for a memorial 
service and BFFA wanted a fitting 
tribute for the victims, their fami-
lies, friends and first responders 
from the Berkeley police and fire 
departments and emergency room 
personnel. The Irish head of state 
“wanted to give thanks to those 
who tried to save those people on 
that awful night,” said Frankel.

As an artist, Frankel is renowned 
for embellishing everything from 
Disneyland trains to gold leaf, acid-
etched glass signs and art pieces. 
Guzman called on Frankel to use his 
skills to paint a firefighter’s helmet 
shield which they could bestow on 
Higgins in memory of the victims.

“They asked me to make the 
piece to pay their respects to the 
students,” Frankel said.

The shield displays the date 
of the collapse, the Berkeley Fire 
Department’s name and the nation-
al flags of Ireland and the United 
States attached to pike poles — 
firefighter tools with a spear at one 
end with which to poke holes in 
walls and ceilings and an opposite 
end hook to use during a blaze. 

Frankel took about eight hours over 
the course of several days to cut 
the aluminum for the shield, scuff 
it, prime it, paint it and clear-coat it.

Guzman presented Frankel’s 
work to Higgins on the afternoon of 
Oct. 28 at the Shattuck Hotel Plaza 
before a somber crowd of about 
300, including family members of 
the fallen, Irish embassy personnel 
from San Francisco, Berkeley fire, 
police and medical personnel and 
members of the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s office.

The artwork and event are bit-
tersweet for Frankel. 

“It was an honor to meet the 
president of Ireland, but it’s sad 
because of those people who lost 
their lives in a freak, tragic acci-
dent,” he said.

Photos courtesy John Frankel

Above: Irish President Michael Higgins and Alameda 
artist John Frankel. Below: the plaque Frankel created 
to give to Higgins at the memorial for the six Irish  
students killed when a balcony collapsed in Berkeley.

Larry Freeman is an Alameda 
resident and writer.

Sun Staff Reports

Lipow Elected
In a state-

wide election 
Gretchen Lipow 
beat out six con-
tenders with a 
lead of 300 votes 
to represent 
Region 1’s 3,000 
retired teachers 
who are mem-
bers of the California Teachers 
Association (CTA). Lipow will sit 
on CTA’s board of directors and its 
state council. Region 1 covers the 
northwestern portion of the state.

Rent Review Advisory 
Committee Seeks Members
The city of Alameda is solic-

iting applications from homeown-

Courtesy photo

Lipow

News in Brief
ers (four-year term) and rent-
ers (two-year term) who would 
like to serve on the Rent Review 
Advisory Committee. The Rent 
Review Advisory Committee was 
established to review complaints 
of significant rental increases, to 
hear from both landlord and ten-
ant regarding the increases, and 
to make recommendations as to 
whether those rent increases are 
justified. The committee meets 
the first Monday of the month as 
needed.

Application forms may be 
obtained from the city clerk, City 
Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., Room 
380, by telephoning the office of 
the city clerk at 747-4800, or via the 
city’s website. Interested persons 
are encouraged to submit an appli-
cation to the office of the city clerk 
by Nov. 5.

Local Church Opens Collection 
Site for Christmas Project
Volunteers join Samaritan’s Purse

Sun Staff Reports
This month, Central Baptist 

Church in Alameda will serve as 
a collection site for Operation 
Christmas Child — the world’s larg-
est Christmas project of its kind. 
The annual Samaritan’s Purse proj-

ect is a favorite of many Alameda 
residents, families, churches and 
groups who spread joy to millions 
of children around the world by 
filling shoeboxes with items like 
a doll or soccer ball or other fun 

Courtesy photo

Samaritan’s Purse brings shoebox-sized gifts to children 
around the world.
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Dennis Evanosky
On Oct. 26, 2014, Jerry C. 

Canfield, 73, turned himself in to 
the Alameda Police Department 
(APD) and admitted to shoot-
ing his wife, Joann, in the head. 
He told police that he brought 
Joann from her nursing home 
to the couples’ home on the 
2200 block of Clinton Avenue. 
He said that when an attempt 
to take her life using sleeping 
pills failed, he laid his wife in 
bed, placed a vase with dozen 
red roses by her side and shot 
her. He then drove to APD and 
turned himself in. 

The Alameda County District 
Attorney’s office charged him 
with murder. On Jan. 16 Canfield 
pled not guilty to that charge. 
At that hearing, Drew Steckler, 
Canfield’s public defender, 
asked that Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge Alfred 
Delucci release Canfield on his 
own recognizance. Neighbors 
who testified in Delucci’s court-
room called Canfield’s actions a 
“mercy killing.” 

It is unusual to set bail in a 
murder case, but Delucci tem-
pered his decision by stating 
that he set bail because so many 
of Canfield’s friends and neigh-
bors testified on his behalf.

Current California law, how-
ever, makes no provision for 
mercy killings. “Nothing con-
dones, authorizes, or approves 
mercy killing or permits an affir-
mative act or omission to end 
life other than the withholding 
of health care pursuant to a 
durable power of attorney,” the 
law states.

The Alameda County District 
Attorney’s office countered 

Steckler’s request by asking 
Delucci to set bail at $100,000 
bail because Canfield had 
used a firearm. DeLucci agreed 
with the DA, and Canfield has 
remained incarcerated at Santa 
Rita Jail in Dublin.

Steckler told Delucci that 
Canfield had an agreement with 
his wife that he would end her 
suffering from chronic pain. 

Last Friday Canfield 
appeared in court and entered 
a no-contest plea to the 
reduced charge of voluntary 
manslaughter. 

Canfield is scheduled to 
appear before Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge Thomas 
Reardon for sentencing on Jan. 
14, 2016. In the plea deal he 
reached with the DA, Canfield 
should receive a three-year pris-
on sentence. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Alameda County Sheriff’s Department

Jerry Canfield faces a 
three-year prison sen-
tence for the Oct. 26, 
2014, shooting death of 
his wife, Joann.

Canfield Enters Plea
Three-year prison sentence likely

Kerr Memorial Slated
Sun Staff Reports

A memorial for former City 
Councilwoman Barbara Kerr will 
be at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
14, at Pasta Pelican, 2455 Mariner 
Square Drive. Kerr passed away on 
Sept. 19. 

Her family is requesting an 
RSVP for planning purposes at 

BarbaraKerrMemorial@gmail.com 
or by calling Dorothy Freeman at 
748-9998. 

An RSVP is not required to 
attend. 

If you would also like to speak 
about Kerr at the service please 
indicate that in the email or let 
Freeman know by phone.


