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Courtesy Linda Asbury, WABA

Ghouls, Goblins 
Descend on the Island

Sun Staff Reports

Last Sunday’s Halloween Hoopla on Webster Street 
was another success this year. It brought several 
scary figures to the West End for some festive fun. 

The West Alameda Business Association (WABA) 
hosted the Hoopla last weekend, prior to Halloween. 
Among the attendees were the Loorz family of Alameda 
(above) dressed as characters from Nightmare Before 
Christmas. Family members include: Felicia Chavez-
Loorz as Barrel, Rob Loorz as Mr. Oogie Boogie, Lilith 
Chavez-Loorz as Shock and Xavier Chavez-Loorz as 
Lock. Last Tuesday night, after the Alameda Sun went 
to press, streets in Alameda’s East End and Gold Coast 
neighborhoods were expected to be packed with fami-
lies and youngsters trick or treating for Halloween.  

Parking Ban Causes 
Headache in Town

City to Look 
into Fire Union

Elks Help North Bay 
Firestorm Survivors

News in Brief

Dennis Evanosky
Martinez-based MCK Services, 

Inc. has a contract with the city 
to pave Lincoln Avenue. As the 
work progresses, the company 
needs to leave its heavy equip-
ment overnight where that equip-
ment is readily available the next 
morning. 

The neighbors on St. Charles 
Street and those living on neigh-
boring streets wonder how MCK 

got permission to park on St. 
Charles Street 24-hours a day, 
including a weekend. 

Ken Erdahl, Alameda 
Eagles & Ted Hommert, 

Alameda Elks Lodge 
The City of Alameda, the 

Alameda Eagles and Alameda 
Elks took a little more than two 
weeks to put an idea into action 
to collect much-needed items for 
the wine country fire survivors. 
The Elks filled a 48-foot trailer 
donated by Rodgers Trucking 
with some help from Otto Wright 
at The Local, the Kiwanis and 
Rotary clubs, the Downtown, 
Greater and West Alameda busi-
ness associations, the Alameda 

Chamber of Commerce and the 
Alameda Business Network. The  
Alameda Education Foundation 
partnered in arranging for the 
purchase of backpacks full of 
school supplies for students.  

Nine days of taking in and 
sorting donations, approximate-
ly six tons of items were ready to 
head north.

Last Sunday, the Alameda 
Benefit Concert at the Elks 
Lodge showcasing six differ-
ent bands entertained several 
hundred music lovers through-
out the day. Tommy Thompson 
and Tanoa Stewart arranged 

for performances by Mutual 
of Alameda’s Wild Kingdom, 
En Vivo, The Emulators, The 
Alameda All Stars and the 
Backwater Ramblers. Food dur-
ing the event was donated by 
Kitchen of Alameda on Webster 
courtesy of Dee Dee Li-Kha and 
Chris Vavrosky.

In total, more than $6,500 in 
cash donations and gift cards 
were collected.

The Eagles and Elks would 
like to thank Alameda for coming 
together to support the efforts 
to provide for families affected 
in the fires.

Boys & Girls Club Awarded 
Blue Cross Grant 

A new grant will provide $5,000 
of funding for the Triple Play healthy 
lifestyles program at Alameda Boys 
& Girls Club thanks to Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America and Anthem Blue 
Cross Foundation. This grant is one of 
more than 100 distributed across the 
country by the Anthem Foundation 
to support Triple Play programming, 
which focuses on being healthy 
through the mind, body and soul. 

Anthem Blue Cross Foundation 
is issuing a Triple Play grant to 
the Club to provide program-
ming encouraging healthy eating 
and physical activities for Club 
members. As Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America’s proven health and 
wellness program, Triple Play is 
a game plan for the mind, body 
and soul. Supported by founding 
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Oversized equipment parked on St. Charles Street next to the Mastick Senior Center 
took coveted parking spaces away from neighbors starting last Thursday. 

sponsor The Coca-Cola Company 
and co-sponsor, Anthem Blue 
Cross Foundation, the program’s 
three components encourage Club 
members to eat healthier (mind), 
become more physically active 
(body) and increase their ability 
to engage in healthy relationships 
(soul). This Triple Play grant is part 
of a five-year, $10 million commit-
ment from the Anthem Foundation 
to Boys & Girls Clubs of America to 
promote healthy lifestyles. 

Chocolate Study Halls Set  
for Teens at the Library
Just love eating chocolate 

while studying? The library has 

the perfect event set for Alameda’s 
chocolate-loving students. The 
Teen Advisory Board is hosting 
open study halls for high school 
students that allow for study 
with classmates, work on group 
projects or other homework — 
oh yeah, and eat chocolate. The 
library provides chocolate, Wi-Fi 
and a place to sit. 

Three “Chocolate Study Halls” 
will take place on Wednesdays 
(Nov. 8, 15 and 29) from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at the Main Library on 1550 Oak 
St. Students may bring drinks and 
snacks. Teens from 13 to 18, who 
attend any school, may join the 
sessions.

MCK applied to the city and 
got permission to take almost the 
entire western side of St. Charles 
between Santa Clara and Lincoln 
avenues. The city granted that 
permission and sent workers out 
to post signs. 

The neighbors say that they 
were never given notice or if they 
were, thez notice was spotty at 
best. The signs gave permission 
for MCK to park on the block 
Thursday, Oct. 27; Friday, Oct. 
28; Monday, Oct. 30 and Tuesday, 
Oct. 31. 

However, the neighbors said 
that — despite the dates on the 
signs — MCK left its oversized 
vehicles on the street over the 
weekend. The neighbors were not 
notified — nor did the parking 
signs state — that the vehicles 
would take up parking spaces on 
Saturday, Oct. 27, and Sunday, 
Oct. 28. 

During the week, residents 
drive their cars to work, leaving 
fewer cars on the street and more 
places to park. Parking dynamics 
change over the weekend. Those 
same residents are home, and so 
are their cars. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

The neighbors say 
that they were 
never given notice 
or if they were, 
that notice was 
spotty at best.

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda city officials have 

hired a Southern California law 
firm to conduct an investigation 
to determine whether members 
of the City Council wrongly inter-
fered with the Alameda fire chief 
hiring process.

City Attorney Janet Kern con-
firmed the hiring of Jenkins & Hogin, 
LLP to conduct the investigation. 
The investigation is underway and 
the firm has no deadline. Once the 
investigation is finished a report 
will be presented to the Council.

The investigation stems from an 
Oct. 2 letter from City Manager 
Jill Keimach to the City Council. 
In the letter, Keimach said she felt 
“intense and unrelenting” political 
pressure during the hiring process 
of the new fire chief for the Alameda 
Fire Department (AFD) from two 
members of the City Council. She 
wrote the two Councilmembers told 
her that “the selection of their can-
didate would be in the interest of 
labor peace.” 

Keimach described in the letter 
feeling uneasy by the city officials 
“requesting that I put aside the best 
interests of the city and select the 
fire chief that has been handpicked 
by the local IAFF union.” 

The alleged interference would 
be a violation of Alameda City 
Charter Section 7-3. “Neither the 
Council nor any of the members 
thereof shall interfere with the exe-
cution by the City Manager of his or 
her powers and duties,” the char-
ter section reads. “An attempt by 
a Councilmember to influence the 
City Manager in the making of any 
appointment … shall subject such 
Councilmember to removal from 
office for malfeasance.”

Keimach did not identify the 
Councilmembers in the letter, 
but it has been revealed that she 
was describing Vice-Mayor Malia 
Vella and Councilman Jim Oddie. 
According to reports, Vella and 
Oddie wanted Keimach to pick 
Domenick Weaver, an Alameda fire 
captain and union leader, as the 
next AFD fire chief. Keimach would 
go on to hire Edmond Rodriguez, 
the chief of the Salinas Fire 
Department on Oct. 2. Rodriguez 
will start Nov. 13. He will take over 
from Fire Chief Doug Long who 
retired in September.

The letter caused City Council 
to hold a losed session meeting 
on Oct. 17 pursuant to Govt. Code 
Section 54956.9 to consider poten-

tial litigation relating to the alle-
gations. The Council voted unani-
mously, including Vella and Oddie, 
in favor of Kern’s advice to conduct 
an independent investigation to 
look into the allegations.

Vella released a statement, 
through her attorney, saying she 
is eager to clear her name of any 
misconduct.

“I whole-heartedly support the 
hiring of an independent investi-
gator,” wrote Vella in an Oct. 18 
letter. “I am absolutely confident 
that the investigator will find the 
allegations that have been made 
against me to lack any basis in real-
ity and that I will be cleared of any 
wrongdoing.”

Jenkins & Hogin, LLP is locat-
ed in Manhattan Beach and was 
formed in 2001. The firm specializes 
in the practice of municipal law.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.
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Standing left to right: Vicki Sedlack, Alameda Education Foundation; Fred 
Guerrero, Past Association Vice President, Alameda Elks; Karen Kenney, Rotary 
Club of Alameda; Bob Larsen, Kiwanis Club of Alameda; Mayor Trish Spencer; 
Judi Tansey, President, Alameda Eagles; Lee Watson, President, Alameda Elks; 
Ken Haslam, House Committee, Elks; Ted Hommert, Elks. Kneeling: Chris dos 
Remedios, first Vice President, Elks; Ken Erdahl, House Manager, Eagles; Sam 
Hensley, volunteer; Otto Wright, owner, The Local. This team made the recent 
donation of some six tons of donations to Wine Country fire victims possible.

SoCal lawyers hired to investigate 
city manager’s recent accusations

“I am absolutely 
confident that the 
investigator will 
find the allega-
tions that have 
been made against 
me to lack any 
basis in reality...”

— Vice Mayor Malia Vella


