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TODAY IS CRANKY  
CO-WORKER DAY!

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Sun Staff Reports 
Alameda Family Services’ 

Head Start and Early Head Start 
programs hosted a Family Night 
Literacy Event on Wednesday, 
Oct. 19, at the College of Alameda. 
More than 120 families learned 
about the book series, “What to 
Do When My Child Gets Sick.” 

They enjoyed playing together 
on the new playground built by 
community members last July.  
Children who attended met Alam-
eda County Deputy Sheriff Marti-
nez. Parents toured the Prescott 

Joseph Center for Community 
Enhancement’s “Breathmobile,” 
a clinic that provides the com-
munity with services to children 
with asthma at no charge.

Head Start and Early Head 
Start work toward improving the 
health, wellness and resiliency of 
children and families. Research 
shows that parents who have 
experienced “What to Do When 
My Child Gets Sick” reported a 48 
percent reduction in emergency 
room visits, and 37.5 percent 
fewer unnecessary health clinic 

visits. This all results in 42 per-
cent fewer work days missed by 
parents, and an estimate of $554 
annual cost savings in emergency 
room and clinic visits per each 
family trained.

Alameda Family Services’ 
Head Start and Early Head Start 
programs provide comprehen-
sive child development, health, 
and family support services to 
low-income families with children 
from birth to age five.  

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.
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Parents gathered with their children on Wednesday, Oct. 19, to learn how to 
better cope with sickness.  

Family Night Teaches 
How to Treat Illness

Tenant Group Complains 
Mailer Misleads Voters

Beloved Clark Bench 
Brought Back to Life

What’s the Difference?
Ordinance vs. Charter Amendment

Dennis Evanosky
With a pair of dueling mea-

sures on the Nov. 8 ballot, the 
city and the Alameda Renters 
Coalition (ARC) are asking Al-
ameda voters to either adopt an 
ordinance already on the books 
or amend the city’s charter. The 
city’s Measure L1 would affirm 
Ordinance 3148 that 
took effect on March 
31. ARC’s Measure 
M1 would amend the 
City Charter to (in 
ARC’s words) “put 
in place stronger 
renter protections 
than provided by Or-
dinance 3148.” 

California has both general law 
and charter cities. General law 
cities have not adopted charters 
and are governed by state law. Ac-
cording to the League of California 
Cities, the state has 478 cities and 
only 113 of them are charter cities.  
Alameda is one of them. The Island 
City began life on March 7, 1872, as 
an amalgam of three small towns — 
Alameda, Encinal and Woodstock. 
The city adopted its first charter on 
Dec. 27, 1884. This allowed Alam-
eda to have more say on how it gov-
erned its own affairs. The city later 
embraced new charters, the first on 
April 15, 1907, and the second, the 
current charter, on April 29, 1937. 

The City Charter is akin to the 
Unites States Constitution. The Na-
tional League of Cities calls a City 
Charter “the basic document that 

defines the organization, powers, 
functions and essential procedures 
of the city government.”

In fact, ordinances are subordi-
nate to a city’s charter. Alameda’s 
City Charter spells out every detail 
as to how the City Council must 
act to pass an ordinance, includ-
ing just how the ordinance should 

read. The City Coun-
cil scrutinizes a po-
tential ordinance 
following a strict 
procedure laid out in 
the City Charter. If an 
ordinance passes it 
becomes part of the 
Municipal Code. 

The City Council 
can change ordinances as it sees 
fit. The City Charter, on the other 
hand, can only be changed by a 
majority of the city’s voters. The 
City Charter would lend strength 
and permanence to Measure M1. If 
ARC’s measure passes and is add-
ed to the charter, the City Council 
would have no say about it. Only 
the vote of the people could amend 
or remove the measure.

 Ordinance 3148, on the other 
hand, lacks this durability. It would 
only take a vote of the City Coun-
cil to amend or remove it. The City 
Council wrote Ordinance’s 3148 
endgame right into the bill. “This 
legislation is effective until Decem-
ber 2019, unless the Council takes 
action otherwise,” it states. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Ekene Ikeme
Renters’ rights advocates in six 

Bay Area cities including Alameda 
filed a complaint with the California 
Fair Political Practices Commission 
(FPPC) declaring a political mailer 
sent by the California Apartment 
Association (CAA) 
contains a mis-
leading statement.

Rent control 
activists from Oak-
land, Alameda, 
Hayward, San Ma-
teo, Burlingame 
and Mountain View united together 
to file the complaint — all six cities 
have a rent control measure on the 
election ballot — on Oct. 13. The 
complaint was accompanied with 
two protest rallies in San Mateo and 
Hayward. 

The mailer, which was sent to 
residents in the six cities earlier 
this month, states that “California’s 
Legislative Analyst Shows that 
Measure M1 Hurts Renters & Alam-
eda.” In the FPPC filing, the renters’ 
groups says CAA’s mailer “misleads 
any reasonable reader to believe 
that it is sent by the California State 
Legislature’s Legislative Analyst’s 
Office (LAO).” The complaint goes 
on to say the mailer is “deceptive as 
it claims the LAO has taken a posi-
tion on a local ballot measure.” 

The LAO logo is depicted on 
the mailer’s header, including a 
ribbon image celebrating LAO’s 
“75 years of service.” The mes-
sage “Proudly Paid for by Cali-
fornia Apartment Association Is-
sues Committee” appears at the 
bottom. This caused the group to 
declare CAA is “impersonating” a 
government agency. 

LAO did not publicly or pri-
vately oppose Measure M1. LAO is 
a nonpartisan fiscal and policy ad-
visor that does not take positions 
on local ballot measures. LAO’s 
job is to estimate the fiscal effect 
on state and local government of 
all proposed initiatives and pre-
pares analyses of all measures 
that qualify for the statewide bal-
lot, according to its website. 

Tom Bannon, CEO of CAA, said 
“We stand by the mail piece that we 
put out,” in an article in New York 
Times. CAA made its declaration 
based on LAO’s affordable housing 
report titled “Perspectives on Help-
ing Low-Income Californians Afford 

Housing,” which was released on 
Feb. 9. CAA included the “Housing 
Shortage Also Creates Problems 
for Rent Control Policies” portion 
of the report in the second page of 
the mailer. The report does caution 
cities using rent control as the only 

method to combat 
rising rents. 

“The state’s 
shortage of hous-
ing also presents 
challenges for 
expanding rent 
control policies,” 
stated in the re-

port. “Proposals to expand rent 
control often focus on two broad 
changes: (1) expanding the number 
of housing units covered — by ap-
plying controls to newer properties 
or enacting controls in locations 
that currently lack them — and (2) 
prohibiting landlords from reset-
ting rents to market rates for new 
tenants. Neither of these changes 
would increase the supply of hous-
ing and, in fact, likely would dis-
courage new construction.”

The mailer also included a por-
tion of the report titled, “Declining 
Quality of Housing.” This section 
the report states that “rent con-
trol policies reduce the income re-
ceived by owners of rental housing. 
In response, property owners may 
attempt to cut back their operating 
costs by forgoing maintenance and 
repairs. Over time, this can result in 
a decline in the overall quality of a 
community’s housing stock.”

Later in the conclusion of the 
report, LAO believes that “ex-
panding affordable housing pro-
grams to serve these households 
would be extremely challenging 
and prohibitively expensive. In 
our view, we suggest policy mak-
ers primarily focus on expanding 
efforts to encourage private hous-
ing development.”

Nevertheless, the LAO report 
does not oppose Measure M1 or 
any rent control measure. In fact, 
the report was released before Mea-
sure M1 was even crafted.  

The California Apartment As-
sociation is the nation’s largest 
statewide trade group represent-
ing owners, investors, developers, 
managers and suppliers of apart-
ment communities.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

The City 
Charter is 
akin to the 
Unites States 
Constitution.

The Sun Invites All Candidates
Sun Staff Reports

The Alameda Sun will publish 
its final special election edition on 
Thursday, Nov. 3. All candidates to 
public office within the city are in-
vited to submit a photograph and 
150 words about their candidacy. 

The Sun will run all submitted 
statements. 

The deadline for submission is 5 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 31. 

Call 263-1470 or write to editor@
alamedasun.com with any ques-
tions.

Sun Staff Reports
Jackson Park neighbors gath-

ered with city officials and mem-
bers of the local parlor of the Native 
Sons of the Golden West on Satur-
day, Oct. 22, to dedicate the Clark 
Memorial Bench. The Native Sons 
were on hand to install a historical 
plaque that recalled Isabelle Clark’s 
1920 expression of love for her 
late husband, George B Clark. The 
plaque’s inscription also called to 
mind Doors’ singer Jim Morrison’s 
role in the saga. 

An animal lover and early mem-
ber of the Alameda County Humane 
Society, Isabelle Clark intended the 
bench, which originally had a pet 
watering station attached at one 
end, to provide rest and refresh-
ment to animals and their owners. 
The inscription “In Memory of My 
Dumb Friends” refers to animals 
unable to speak. The reference was 
most likely inspired by Our Dumb 
Friends League, a British animal 
welfare organization known as “Blue 
Cross” today. 

A storm felled a palm tree, 

which fell on the bench, causing 
hairline cracking to the bench and 
more severe damage to the base. 
Isabelle’s inscription was partially 
destroyed. There was talk in the 
city for a time about removing the 
bench, which is not on the list of 
“Historical Monuments.” 

Police also said that the bench’s 
size and location provided “natural 
concealment” for miscreants who en-
gaged in “bad behaviors” at the park. 
Residents who live near the park had 
complained to police and members 
of the City Council about a list of pub-
lic nuisances they’ve associated with 
the bench that included underage 
drinking, drug sales and trash.

The neighbors would have none 
of it. The Alameda Architectural 
Preservation Society’s vice presi-
dent Jim Smallman told The Alam-
edan’s Michele Ellson at the time 
that most of the society’s members 
“would very much like to see this 
historic artifact restored.” Small-
man said he didn’t think destroy-

ing the bench would halt problems 
in the park; “I just hate to see this 
nearly 100-year-old artifact lost to 
the red herring of drug use,” Small-
man said. “Destruction would ac-
complish nothing, and be another 
loss to the community.”

Park Avenue residents and 
their neighbors founded “Save the 
Bench,” and began circulating a 
petition and raised money to have 
the bench repaired and restored. 
One of the more generous dona-
tions to the cause came from Kate 
Pryor and David Lee from Tuckers 
Ice Cream. The pair donated $1,265, 
the entire proceeds from the sale of 
a very special flavor of ice cream 
they created “Dumb Friends Bench 
Blueberry Buckle.”

According to some stories, 
Doors’ lead singer, Jim Morrison, 
hung around the bench with his 
friends when he lived here in 1957. 
In a nod to these tales, a street 
light was placed at the site in Mor-
rison’s memory. 

Courtesy photo

Park Avenue neighbors joined city officials and members of the Native Sons of the 
Golden West on Saturday, Oct 22, for the dedication of the Clark Memorial Bench. 

Apartment association could face suit 
over statement in rent control piece

“We stand by the 
mail piece that 
we put out.” 

— Tom Bannon of CAA 
 in the New York Times


