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AFD Knocks 
Down Two 
Local Fires

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Fire Department 

responded to two fires last week, 
the first on Central Avenue, the sec-
ond on Barbers Point Road. They 
were able to confine the fires to the 
buildings where they started. The 
Oakland Fire Department provided 
mutual aid, covering Alameda’s fire 
stations, for both fires.

At 8:35 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 
18, 21 firefighters responded to the 
report of a fire at a single-family 
residence on the 3200 block of Cen-
tral Avenue. Firefighters arrived to 
find the home heavily involved in 
flames. Everyone living there had 
safely exited the home before crew-
members arrived.  Firefighters were 
able to extinguish the blaze while 
protecting neighboring buildings.  
There were no reported injuries; 
cause and origin remain under in-
vestigation. 

Last Sunday, Oct. 22, at 12:28 
p.m., 20 firefighters responded to a 
fire in a two-story apartment build-
ing on the 2600 block of Barbers 
Point Road. When they arrived, 
crewmembers found fire inside a 
first-floor apartment. Three people 
who lived in the apartment had got-
ten out safely before the firefighters 
arrived. 

Crewmembers quickly extin-
guished the blaze, confining it to 
a portion the apartment.  They 
treated an adult female for a non-
life threatening injury. Paramedics 
transported her to the hospital.  
Flames from an unattended candle 
had come in contact with combus-
tible items causing the fire.

Sun Staff Reports
Come Back to the Elks

The Alameda Elks Lodge No. 
1015, 2255 Santa Clara Ave., would 
like to welcome back all previous 
members. Come back and just 
$1 will cover membership dues 
for the rest of October and all of 
November.

Previous members who take 
advantage of this offer will not have 
to pay past dues if they stopped 
their memberships before 2016. 
The Elks would love to have for-
mer members back, they have been 
doing so much for the community 
and having fun doing it. 

Learn more at www.alameda 
elks.org or call 522-1015.

Pets Displaced by Fire  
at Shelter Now

The North Bay firestorms have 
visited an unimaginable tragedy on 
thousands of people, their homes 
and their pets. Last week repre-
sentatives from the Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) and 
the Hayward Animal Shelter drove 
to the Napa County Animal Shelter 
(NCAS) and brought back some 
of the pets available for adoption 
there. This opened up kennel space 
for the more than 100 animals pour-
ing into NCAS.

FAAS transferred 11 dogs and 
four cats. While the shelter wishes 
more could have been taken in, the 
kennels were already full. About 
half the Napa guests have already 
been adopted or are being fostered 
to adopt. As of press deadline, 
the remaining pets include: Star, 
a six-year-old miniature pinscher; 
Chandler and Joey, two-year-old 
Chihuahua buddies who hope they 
can continue their “bromance” in 
a new home together; Jethro, a 
sweet-as-pie, one-year-old German 

shepherd; Craig, an energetic one-
year-old fox terrier; Java, a lynx 
point Siamese; and Puffin, a two-
year-old black and white cat.

Help the victims of this terrible 
disaster by adopting a homeless 
pet today. The shelter is open 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday through 
Sunday and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays. The shelter is closed 
Mondays and Tuesdays.

Find out more at www.alameda 
animalshelter.org.

2017 Turkey Drive Set
For many decades the Alameda 

community has come together 
to support local families during 
the holiday season. Last year, the 
community donated more than 
1,100 turkeys, which were distrib-
uted, along with other holiday food 
items, to Alameda Food Bank’s 
clients. This year the Food Bank 
aims to collect 1,100 turkeys by 
Wednesday, Nov. 8.

n Turkey Donors: Bring tur-
keys (preferably frozen) to 1900 
Thau Way Monday through Friday 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. For a 
large donation of turkeys, call 523-
6064 or email warehousemanager 
@alamedafoodbank.org to coordi-
nate a drop at the Food Bank’s 
warehouse. 

n Turkey Recipients: Turkeys 
will be distributed to current 
Alameda Food Bank clients on a 
first-come, first-served basis on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, between 10 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. at the Food 
Bank warehouse located at 650 W. 
Ranger Ave. 

In addition to receiving a tur-
key, holiday foods such as mashed 
potatoes, yams and cranberries 
will be available. New this year, 
turkeys will be available during 
regular monthly pantry pick-ups 
starting Wednesday, Nov. 1.

News in Brief

Meeting Focuses  
on East End’s Crime

Council Dates 
Voter Decision
Rent measure vote set for Nov. 6, 2018

House Haunted 
by Officeholders

Sun Staff Reports
A home in Alameda’s Gold Coast 

neighborhood recently set up a 
unique set of Halloween decora-
tions under the banner “A Very 
Very Trump Halloween.” 

Nearly every figure playing a 
role in the new president’s adminis-
tration is represented by an undead 
statue outside the home. The satire 
extends from the president him-
self dressed as the devil, to pup-

petmaster Vladimir Putin riding a 
skeletal horse to a three-headed 
Cerberus of Ivanka, Eric and Donald 
Trump, Jr. The elaborate display 
has received national attention on 
blogs BoingBoing and The Daily 
Kos. Many of the characters bear 
comical quips, labels or captions.

Above, the homeowner’s ver-
sion of Counsellor to the President, 
KellyAnne Conway, wears an “alter-
native facts” belt. 

Eric J. Kos

Dennis Evanosky
Folks living in the Fernside District 

packed Edison Elementary School’s 
gymnasium last Friday to vent their 
frustrations about a major uptick in 
crime on the city’s East End. Some 
120 neighbors joined every member 
of the City Council at the confab. 
Captain Lance Leibniz and Lieutenant 
Wayland Gee represented the Alam-
eda Police Department (APD). 

Neighbors asked for an explana-
tion from the city, and particularly 
from Leibniz and Gee, as to why APD 
was doing nothing about the recent 
crime wave. Neighbors focused on 
what they considered the epicenter: 
a homeless encampment next to the 
Bridgeside Shopping Center along 
the abandoned Union Pacific (UP) 
Railroad tracks that enter the city 
over the Fruitvale Bridge.

Neighbors explained to the po-
lice and the Councilmembers that 
these alleged thieves were making 
their way across Fruitvale Avenue 
and adjacent field, sneaking through 
a cut in the fence, and helping them-
selves to whatever wasn’t nailed 
down in their neighborhoods. The 
neighbors said that calling APD had 
little effect. “Dispatchers treat call-
ers like they’re stupid,” one neigh-
bor told Leibniz and Gee. 

Leibniz explained that these dis-
patchers handle thousands of calls 
each year. He advised against calling 
about a suspicious person. “Actions 
are suspicious, not people,” he said.

When Gee pointed out no vio-
lent crime had been reported in the 
neighborhood. Two audience mem-
bers responded in unison, “Not yet.” 
Another neighbor said that she no 
longer felt safe going out at night. 

Leibniz told the audience that 
APD’s hands are tied. “Search-and-
seizure laws do not allow us to 
frisk people and tell them to move 
along,” he said. The law also doesn’t 
allow police to enter a homeless 
camp and gather up and discard be-
longings without proper notice. 

A solution evolved that focused 
on the railroad encampment. Coun-
cilmember Frank Matarrese said 
that the city should go after the rail-
road for creating a public nuisance. 
He also said that with the threat of 
disease from these encampments 
the city might consider adding “cre-
ating a public hazard” to the mix.

“Let’s take up a piece of advice 
from the APD regarding reporting 
conditions and initiating calls for 
service,” one of the neighborhood 
leaders emailed the group after the 
meeting. “Call UP police about the 

homeless encampment in question. 
UP takes trespassing and oc-

cupancy of its property, especially 
trackway and right-of-way intru-
sions seriously, regardless of the 
status of the track or right-of-way,” 
he wrote. “They don’t like liability 
exposure, especially when they are 
put on notice. Think of making these 
calls as our ‘bottoms-up’ approach.” 

Call (800) 848-8715 and hit op-
tion 1. Tell the dispatcher that you 
are reporting an active intrusion and 
occupancy of the track and right-
of-way at Blanding Ave. Spur: M.P. 
10.50C DOT #749677M. Do not say 
“homeless encampment.” Always 
ask for an incident number. Do not 
accept the dispatcher saying: “We’re 
aware of this problem.” If you forget 
to ask, note the date and precise time 
of your phone call and keep a record. 

Union Pacific has sworn peace 
officers in California, no different 
than APD, but they primarily en-
force the law on Union Pacific prop-
erty. Your calls to Union Pacific po-
lice are important for this process 
to work. Continued calls will bring 
this to the attention of UP police 
brass. Don’t forget to insist on ob-
taining an incident number. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda voters will decide 

whether to include Ordinance 
3148 into the City Charter next 
November after City Council 
voted to place the measure in the 
General Election at the Oct. 17 
council meeting. 

Council had two options for the 
scheduled vote to add Ordinance 
3148, or “the City of Alameda Rent 
Review, Rent Stabilization and Lim-
itations on Evictions Ordinance” to 
the City Charter. Either the June 5, 
2018, primary or the Nov. 6, 2018, 
General Election. The council vot-
ed unanimously in favor of the No-
vember election.

Councilmembers cited the cost 
disparity between the two elec-
tions as a reason they chose the 
November voting date. Placing the 
measure on the General Election 
ballot would cost approximately 
$25,000 in printing costs, accord-
ing to reports. However, costs for 
placing the measure on the primary 
ballot could range from $580,000 to 
$720,000. These costs could lower 
if the measure can be consolidated 
with another item on the ballot, but 
it would still be more than $200,000, 
according to city officials. 

“I could think of a lot of ways 
to spend the couple hundred thou-
sands of dollars directly into the 

community than running a June 
small turnout election,” said Coun-
cilmember Frank Matarrese. 

Councilmembers were also 
concerned with the possibility 
there would not be as big a turnout 
for the June primary as opposed to 
the November election.

“June is summer months and 
people disperse,” said Councilmem-
ber Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft. “This is 
an important issue and I think it is 
imperative we allow as many voters 
as possible to weigh in on it.”

Before the Council voted on 
the issue, several residents shared 
their opinions on the June primary, 
November election debate.

“To have most democratic elec-
tion we should chose the one that 
will have the largest turnout,” said 
Brian McGuire. “A general election 
in 2018 will have a bigger turnout 
than a June Primary.” 

The Council still needs to de-
cide the language for the ballot 
question. The Council wanted to 
make sure the question — which 
needs to be 75 words or less — 
was precise enough for voters to 
understand. The council voted to 
adopt the November election mea-
sure now and amend the language 
at a later date. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Svendsen’s Boat Works re-

cently announced that it will 
move to Richmond on Jan. 1, 
2018. Svendsen’s will join Bay 
Marine Boatworks at its Rich-
mond facility, 310 Cutting Blvd. 

Bay Marine is owned by Bay 
Maritime, which acquired all di-
visions of Svendsen’s, including 
Svendsen’s Marine Distributing, 
Svendsen’s Rigging Shop and 
Svendsen’s Metal Works last 
January (“North Shore Maritime 
Businesses to Consolidate,” Dec. 
6, 2016). Bay Maritime is also the 
parent company of Alameda’s 
Bay Ship & Yacht.

According to Bill Elliot, 
Svendsen’s president and CEO, 

his company’s customers will 
have access “to the full cache 
of services in Richmond.” These 
include painting, rigging fabrica-
tion and installation, fiberglass 
and wood repair and metal fab-
rication and repair, along with 
engine repair and repower, cus-
tom refits and a 100-ton Travelift 
capacity.

Svendsen’s existing boatyard 
in Alameda will close next Fri-
day, Nov. 3, to facilitate the com-
pany’s relocation to Richmond 
and the eventual redevelopment 
of the Alameda Marina. Svend-
sen’s products divisions, includ-
ing the wholesale distribution 
and chandlery, will continue to 
operate at the Alameda Marina.

Svendsen’s to Close 
Alameda Boatyard

Dennis Evanosky

Fernside neighbors packed the Edison Elementary School gymnasium last Friday to 
discuss crime in their neighborhood. Members of the Alameda Police Department 
and the entire City Council attended the confab.


