
Ekene Ikeme
Thousands of Alameda resi-

dents were left without power for 
a few hours Sunday, Oct. 20, after 
a utility pole on Eagle Avenue was 
damaged. The power outage began 
at 9 a.m., according to reports. It 
affected about 2,700 residents on 
the city’s West End. 

According to Alameda 
Municipal Power (AMP) Senior 
Communication Specialist Kathleen 
Haley, the outage was due to a 
utility pole cross arm catching 
on fire. A cross arm is the cross 
section atop a power pole that 
attaches powerlines from one pole 
to another. The fire left a section of 
the cross arm, located on the 1000 
block of Eagle Avenue near the Jean 
Sweeney Open Space Park, perma-
nently burned.  

“The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation,” said Haley.

Haley said AMP’s 24/7 control 
group noticed a disruption in the 
area and sent a crew to investi-
gate the pole. They were at the 
scene within minutes. As the fire 
broke out, an emergency AMP 
crew worked on the damaged 
section of the utility pole. Fire 
officials from the Alameda Fire 
Department were also on hand to 
provide assistance. 

AMP crew members replaced 
the cross arm, according to Haley. 
The utility pole itself did not 
needed to be replaced. Power was 
restored to most of the affected 
homes by 10:30 a.m., according to 
AMP. Final repairs were completed 
at 6 p.m., restoring power to the 
remaining 107 customers.

AMP Statement on Public 
Safety Power Shutoff

AMP does not expect the public 
safety power shutoff, issued for 
yesterday in the East Bay hills and 
other parts of Northern California, 
to impact the Alameda. This spe-
cific power shutoff has been issued 
because of possible high winds in 
the East Bay hills that could trigger 
fires. There have been no warnings 
issued for the transmission lines 
that feed Alameda.

Haley said that AMP will contin-
ue to monitor the situation closely, 
but does not expect any impact to 
the city at this time.

Haley said that while AMP 
does not expect impacts to the 
city at this time, it is asking resi-
dents to be prepared for a shutoff 
or an extreme weather event just 
in case.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@ 
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
A driver plowed into a home on 

the 2100 block of Lincoln Avenue 
after an accident on the morning 
of Oct. 16. 

The blue Hyundai penetrated 
the front window of the home leav-
ing a gaping hole near the front 
door. A mom and her twins were in 
bed when the collision occurred. 
They had to be extricated from 
the property by Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) officials. 

The driver of the Hyundai got into 
a collision with the driver of a black 
Subaru. The impact from the Subaru 
caused the Hyundai to veer off the 

road on Lincoln Avenue and into the 
home, according to AFD. AFD was on 
the scene soon after the crash. 

AFD Division Fire Chief James 
Colburn said the mother, the twins 
and the two drivers were all treat-
ed at the scene. The mother was 
deemed OK, but the twins were 
taken to a local hospital as a precau-
tion. The two drivers also were taken 
to the hospital. None of the injuries 
was life-threatening, Colburn said. 

Both vehicles were towed from 
the scene. The name of the driv-
ers and the homeowners were not 
released. The cause of the crash is 
still under investigation.  
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Date Rise Set
Today 7:26 18:21
Oct. 25 7:27 18:20
Oct. 26 7:28 18:19
Oct. 27 7:29 18:18
Oct. 28 7:30 18:16
Oct. 29 7:31 18:15
Oct. 30 7:32 18:14

Betty Young

Alameda’s planting experts 
offer tips on small gardens.

BACKYARD GROWING 
Garden Column   Page 13

SPORTS
Motocross                Page 5

Young Alamedan takes the 
lead on dirt bikes.

Meet the bird formerly known 
as the clapper rail. 

THE CITY PAGE
Alameda Wildlife    Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

City of Alameda

A park and promenade will complement the development plans for Alameda 
Landing that the Planning Board recently approved. 
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Porchfest Pops Up

West End Project 
Takes Step Forward

Dennis Evanosky
At its Monday, Oct. 14 meeting, 

the Planning Board gave its unani-
mous nod to development plans 
for Alameda Landing. This vote 
gives Catellus Development Corp., 
Alameda Landing’s master devel-
oper, to proceed with plans that 
involve the construction of 354 resi-
dential units, and 5,000-square-feet 
of commercial space. This marks 
the last phase of the redevelopment 
and reuse of 17 of the 77-acre for-
mer Fleet Industrial Supply Center 
(FISC). Groundbreaking for this 
project lies at the yet-to-be deter-
mined date. 

This center stood on property 
that the University of California 
once used as the San Francisco 
Airdrome. The Navy purchased the 
site in 1941 for use as a main sup-
ply center supporting the operation 
of military fleets and shore activi-
ties in the Pacific Basin. The Navy 
closed the center in 1996 and in 
2009 a suspicious fire destroyed the 
last remaining building on the site. 

The plan involves building 354 
residences. These include 30 single-
family homes, 93 townhouses each 
with three or four bedrooms; 138 
“micro” townhouses each with one 
or two bedrooms; and 96 two- and 
three-bedroom apartments that will 
have two or three bedrooms.

The approved master plan 
requires the developer provide 

Porches on the East End last Saturday became impromptu cabarets as part 
of the first-ever Alameda Porchfest — East End edition. Organized with 
the intention of sharing the talents of the Island City’s young musicians, the 

event proved a success with 10 seperate acts spread out over three porches: 
on Broadway, Central Avenue and Fountain Street. The Fountain Street Stage, 
above, featured four bluegrass acts: Jubilee, Minor Strings, CUBG and The Tone 
Rangers. The award-winning musicians of Jubilee are shown performing above. 
Each stage reported between 20 and 30 audience members and some bands 
saw brisk sales at their merchandise tables.

Courtesy Lucy Gigli

Driver Crashes into 
Lincoln Avenue Home

Major Outage Affects 
West End’s Weekend

access along Mitchell Avenue for 
a bicycle and pedestrian bridge to 
Oakland. The city hopes to work 
with the Coast Guard, the City of 
Oakland and the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission 
to come up with an estimated 
$60 million design and build a 
bridge that could carry bicyclists 
and pedestrians from a park at 
Alameda Landing to Jack London 
Square in Oakland. 

At the point it crosses the 
proposed promenade, the bridge 
would be between 30 and 35 feet 
above the property. After cross-
ing the estuary, the bridge would 
descend to a landing between the 
Oakland Ferry Terminal and the 
foot of Broadway and within a block 
or two of Howard Terminal and the 
proposed Oakland A’s ballpark.

Development plans also include 
cutting Fifth Street — that now has 
its northern terminus at Mitchell 
Avenue through to the proposed 
waterfront plaza and promenade. 
This shoreline park would connect 
to the Bay Trail and allow both 

bicycle and pedestrian access to 
the Oakland Estuary shoreline. 

The developer would accent 
the Fifth Street corridor that 
would allow access from Alameda 
Landing’s residential and commer-
cial areas with palm trees. These 
trees would lead visitors into the 
promenade’s main plaza framed by 
a large semi-circular pergola and 
accented by a strong backdrop of 
large shade trees. Catellus would 
work with the city and its Public 
Works and Recreation and Parks 
departments to complete the plaza 
and promenade 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Annual Ball Raised More Than 
$150,000 for Shelter Animals

Sun Staff Reports
Due to the efforts of sponsors, 

attendees, volunteers, auction 
donors and bidders, restaurants, 
vendors and many other gener-
ous individuals who gave time, 
money and talent, the Friends of 
the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) 
announced it raised $150,000 at its 
annual “After the Ball” fundraiser 
held Oct. 10. The funds raised ben-
efit the lost and abandoned pets of 
Alameda. 

For those who could not attend 
this year’s After the Ball and would 
still like to make a gift, FAAS has 
indicated its greatest need is for 
donations to the Starfish Medical 
Fund. Donations can be made easily 
at www.alamedaanimalshelter.org. 

“We use this fund to pay the 
veterinary bills incurred by home-
less pets who arrive at FAAS injured 
or sick,” stated FAAS Executive 
Director John Lipp. “Without this 
fund, these homeless animals 
would not get the second chance 
they need to be adopted.” 

Since its creation in 2013, the 
Starfish Medical Fund has saved 
hundreds of shelter pets that need-
ed some extra help to find their 
“happily ever after.”

FAAS thanked Alameda, and the 
many out-of-town friends who care 
about Alameda’s pets for the sup-
port. For more information about 
donations  or any other aspect of 
FAAS, call 337-8572, or visit www.
alamedaanimalshelter.org.

File photo

Alameda Sun staff was on the scene when the FISC 
burned in 2009. A decade later, plans will move for-
ward to redevelop the site.

Jeremy Owens, courtesy Alameda Fire Department

Residents on Lincoln Avenue were surprised to find a 
Hyundai sticking out of a home after a crash Oct. 16.

After crossing the 
estuary, the bridge 
would descend to 
a landing between 
the Oakland Ferry 
Terminal and the 
foot of Broadway.

Planning Board approves 354 units at Alameda Landing

Deer Spotted on East End
Sun Staff Reports

On Tuesday afternoon Alameda 
resident Tracy Zapata posted an 
announcement on the social media 
platform Nextdoor, that she had 
just spotted a deer in her backyard 
near the intersection of Encinal 

Avenue and Pearl Street. The three-
year Island resident was caught by 
surprise. 

“We’ve seen possum, skunk 
and raccoons a plenty. This was a 
scared young buck,” Zapata post-
ed. “I hope he makes it out OK!”


