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News in Brief
Sutter, Siden Honored

Randy Lantz
Outgoing East Bay Regional 

Park District directors John Sutter 
and Doug Siden recently won a 
slew of awards. Sutter, who was 
first elected to the board in 1996, 
was recognized by the California 
Association of Recreation and Park 
Districts, the Greenbelt Alliance 
and the American Academy of Parks 
and Recreation. Siden, a director 
since 1992, was honored by the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Freedom 
Center, California Special Districts 
Association and Assemblyman Rob 
Bonta’s office. Sutter and Siden 
will both retire from the board in 
December. 

Sun Staff Reports
Fernside Homeowners, City 

Discuss Gibbons Trees
Members of the Fernside 

neighborhood homeowners’ asso-
cation held a meeting to discuss 
the damage to sidewalks along 
Gibbons Drive. Officials from 
the City of Alameda attended 
including: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, 
Councilmember; Shahram Aghamir, 
City Engineer; a city arborist and 
a representative who oversees 
Alameda sidewalk repair.

The group walked both sides 
of two blocks of Gibbons Drive 
to assess the sidewalk, curb and 
street damage from the tree roots.  
They also took note of past repairs.

The city engineer reported that 
radar analysis was conducted on 
four of the trees to assess root 
placement and size. The results 
suggested that trimming the roots 
would not be a ideal option, as it 
could impact the stability of the 
85-year old liquidamber trees lining 
Gibbons Drive. 

The city has agreed to take a 
fresh look at options for a longer-
term solution for maintaining the 
sidewalks while preserving the 
trees, including investigating what 
other cities have done when facing 
the same issues. These options will 
be brought back within a couple 
of weeks to share with the resi-
dents, and to develop a long-term 
plan. The Fernside Homeowners’ 
Association will facilitate feedback 
from the 495 homeowners to the 
city on the preferred path forward.

Pumpkin Painting at Library
Carving pumpkins can be 

messy, sticky or just plain hard. 
Painting pumpkins allows you to be 
more creative with colors, designs 
and themes. Avoid the frustration 
of cutting off the wrong part or get-
ting pumpkin guts all over every-
thing and join the Alameda Free 
Library for an evening of no-carve 
pumpkin painting. 

The event is set for Monday, 
Oct. 24, from 6 to 7:45 p.m. at the 
Main Library on 1550 Oak St. and 
is for teens and adults, ages 13 
and up. Bring a pumpkin, big or 
small, lumpy or round, to paint. 
The library will supply paint, tape, 
stencils and inspiration. 

Artistic abilities and skills are 
not necessary and no registration 
is required. For more information, 
call the Main Library Reference 
Desk at 747-7713 or email Hallie 
Fields at hfields@alamedaca.gov.

Voters May Drop  
Ballots at City Hall

Voting ballots can be deposited 
for free at the official ballot deposit 
box outside Alameda City Hall. It is 
located under the flag pole on the 
corner of Santa Clara Avenue and 
Oak Street.

Attack Mailers Target 
Sitting Council Member

Dennis Evanosky
If all goes as planned the 108-

acre Main Street Neighborhood on 
the northeastern edge of Alameda 
Point will serve the community as 
a mixed-use area, primarily made 
up of homes. 

The neighborhood takes its 
name from “Main Street,” which 
acts as its northern and eastern 
boundaries. The street predates the 
now-shuttered Naval Air Station by 
at least 50 years. It bears the name 
of Charles Main, an early property 
owner on the West End.  Main and 
his partner in a prosperous San 
Francisco leather and saddlery busi-
ness, Eliza Winchester, owned the 
“Main Winchester Tract” in the vi-
cinity. Main Street in San Francisco 
is also named for Charles Main. 

Main Street first appeared on 
“The New Map of Woodstock” in 
1878. Woodstock was the name of 
a town on the far West End. (That 
name survives in Woodstock Park 
and Woodstock Homes.)

A trio of nonprofit service or-
ganizations — Operation Dignity, 
Building Futures with Women and 
Children and Alameda Point Collab-
orative — banded together some 
10 years ago as “The Collaboration 
Partners.” The partnerships aims 
to repurpose residential buildings 

at the site that the Navy used to 
house senior enlisted personnel 
and its post exchange. 

According to a staff report Col-
laborating Partners has been work-
ing closely with the city to come 
up with a plan that consolidates 34 
acres with 200 units that the part-
ners currently lease to a smaller 
footprint of approximately 10 acres 
south of Midway Avenue and east of 
Orion Street. This solution would al-
low the partners to own their own 
property and build new facilities de-
signed specifically for their needs. 

The city finds the location ideal 
for affordable housing “due to its 
proximity to existing parks and pub-
lic transit.” A network of connecting 
greenways would lace the neighbor-
hood and connect its urban agricul-
ture sites, Ploughshares Nursery 
and “The Farm at APC.” The Cen-
tral Gardens would serve to unify 
the Main Street Neighborhood and 
provide a main gathering and event 
space. Bicycle and pedestrian paths 
would connect Central Gardens to 
the rest of the neighborhood.

Main Street Neighborhood 
comes before the Planning Board 
at its Monday, Oct. 24, meeting. The 
board meets at 7 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 2623 
Santa Clara Ave. 

Ekene Ikeme
A negative political attack ad 

mailer against Councilmember Tony 
Daysog has created a bit of a stir less 
than three weeks from the election.

The mailer has two ads, the 
first shows excerpts from plan-
ning board member David Burton’s 
Sept. 14 letter in the Alameda Jour-
nal. Burton was critical of Daysog 
for not supporting the Planning 
Board’s decision to allow an assist-
ed living facility be built near the 
Oakland Airport.  

The Planning Board affirmed the 
Westmont of Harbor Bay Assisted 
Living facility meets the zoning and 
environmental requirements, and 
city staff recommended approval 
on June 22. However, Mayor Trish 
Spencer challenged the Planning 
Board’s decision and summoned a 
City Council review. Daysog, Vice 
Mayor Frank Matarrese and Spencer 
opposed the Planning Board’s deci-
sion at the review, which took place 
at the Sept. 6 City Council meeting. 

This prompted Burton to write 
in the My Word piece “Daysog’s 
performance bordered on the irra-
tional; he misstated facts and used 
irrelevant data.” This was used in 
the negative attack ad. “It was a 
clumsy effort at finding a problem 
when there was none. One was left 
wondering why?” Even though two 
others voted against the Planning 
Board, Burton singled out Daysog.

On top of the excerpts stood 
the caption “Why Did Tony Daysog 
Vote against Alameda’s Frail Elder-
ly?” Underneath “Vote against Tony 
Daysog.”

The second image is cut in half 
with the left half reading “Tony 
Daysog: voted against Alameda se-
nior center serving the frail elderly, 
voted for enormous hotel near 
same location ignoring neighbor-
hood concerns, doesn’t support 
seniors.” The left half of the second 
mailer is an endorsement for coun-
cilmember-hopeful Malia Vella. 

The mailer is not entirely accu-
rate. The council did not vote on 
whether they favor or oppose the 
assisted living facility, but whether 
to uphold the Planning Board deci-
sion that the site is appropriate for 
an assisted living facility. Council-
member Daysog said he was con-
cerned with “placing residential 
units in an area where the city has 
an agreement with Oakland Airport 
saying there would be no residen-
tial units.” Daysog was also con-

cerned with the health impacts the 
high decibel levels in the area would 
have on the residents of the pro-
posed facility. The location is under 
a flight path that is due to have an 
increased number of flight patterns.

“With so much money involved 
even in local races here in Alameda, 
there’s going to be even more of this 
kind of campaign literature,” said 
Daysog about the negative attack 
mailers. “Residents have to choose 
if they want to go with a person like 
me who doesn’t take special interest 
campaign money or do they want 
to go with over-the-top, negative 
campaigning bought and paid for 
with wads and wads of special in-
terest money. Special interests like 
developers have contributed tens of 
thousands of dollars into the coffers 
of the organization (‘UMA’) behind 
the negative mailer.”

Daysog is correct about the 
mailer’s author. Though the mailer 
supports Vella, her political cam-
paign is not behind the mailer, in-
stead it was created and distributed 
by Alamedans United, a political ac-
tion committee (PAC) that supports 
several candidates for election. The 
PAC’s full title is “Alamedans Unit-
ed supporting Vella and Ashcraft 
for City Council, Bratzler for Trea-
surer, McMahon for Auditor, Harris 
and Hettich for School Board 2016 
sponsored by public safety & labor 
organizations.”

A further look into Alamedans 
United finds its address at 2027 Clem-
ent Ave. where the Alameda firefight-
ers union, International Association 
of Fire Fighters (IAFF) 689, is also 
located. The union supports Vella. 
Also, according to the city’s expen-
ditures and contribution reports, 
Alamedans United has collected 
$46,500 in political contributions and 
only $2,000 came from an Alameda 
entity, the Alameda-based Bay Ship 
and Yacht Company on Sept. 23. 
Other contributions include $4,000 
from the Hayward Firefighters Politi-
cal Action Committee (PAC) on Aug. 
24, and $5,000 from the San Jose Fire 
Fighters IAFF Local 230 PAC on Sept. 
2. According to Alamedans United’s 
496-11 expenditures form, the PAC 
spent $6,392 on the attack mailer.

To view Alamedans United’s 
and other organization campaign 
disclosure statements, visit docs.
c i . a l a m e d a . c a . u s / We b L i n k 8 /
Browse.aspx.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Slate of candidates combine efforts in 
attempt to unseat former Vice Mayor

Time to Shape 
Main St. Plan

What’s the 
Difference?
How weak mayor, 
strong mayor 
systems work

Dennis Evanosky
Last April, an Alameda resident 

involved Mayor Trish Spencer in a 
dispute with the Alameda Police 
Department (APD). Spencer con-
tacted APD Chief Paul Rolleri, ask-
ing to set up a meeting about the 
incident. “I would like to discuss 
this ASAP,” Spencer stated in an 
email. Rolleri politely deferred to 
City Manager Jill Keimach, telling 
Spencer that he will share what-
ever he learns. Spencer had little 
choice but to abide by Rolleri’s 
decision. 

Rolleri’s officers stood firmly 
behind him. APD Sergeant Alan 
Kuboyama wrote a letter to Kei-
mach praising Rolleri’s handling of 
the matter and criticizing Spencer 
for “inserting herself in matters out-
side the scope of her elected posi-
tion.” Kuboyama is the president of 
the Alameda Police Organization, 
the union that represents the police 
officers in town.

In June, Oakland Mayor Schaaf 
faced a sex scandal at the Oakland 
Police Department. She quickly 
stepped in and, in rapid succes-
sion, relieved not one, but three 
chiefs of police of their duties.  
“I’m hoping to not have to fire any-
one else anytime soon,” she said 
as she announced the firing of the 
third chief, and she was laughing 
as she said it. 

The Oakland sex scandal was 
much more serious than the 
resident’s dispute in Alameda. 
However, these examples help 
demonstrate the difference be-
tween Oakland’s strong mayor 
and Alameda’s weak mayor forms 
of government. When Schaaf fired 
the three police chiefs, she was 
acting well within the scope of 
her elected position. When Spen-
cer inserted herself in a dispute 
with APD, she was not. 

As a strong mayor, Schaaf per-
forms the role of her city’s chief ex-
ecutive officer. On the other hand, 
Alameda’s City Charter relegates 
Spencer’s duties to “official and 
ceremonial.” Schaaf does not sit on 
Oakland’s City Council, and can ex-
ercise veto power over it. Spencer 
sits on Alameda’s City Council. She 
presides over the meetings as “first 
among equals.”

Alameda’s City Charter vests 
the role of the city’s chief execu-
tive officer in the city manager. That 
explains why Rolleri deferred to 
Keimach instead of offering to meet 
with Spencer and why the police of-
ficers’ union addressed its letter to 
Keimach without sending a copy to 
Spencer.

In the case of a city’s mayor, it is 
often not a matter of how a mayor 
plays his or her role — whether 
weak or strong — but how a city’s 
charter defines that role. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Hundreds Ride for Parks
Photo and Story by Eric J. Kos

The rain clouds parted just in time for the first-ever Ride for the Parks event 
held last Saturday. More than 500 cyclists of all ages and skill levels gath-
ered at the start and end point, Washington Park (above), to raise money for 

the Alameda Recreation and Parks Department (ARPD). Alameda Bicycle, Team 
Alameda and the Alameda Rotary Club helped staff the event along with ARPD, 
other sponsors and volunteers. Riders were encouraged to take either an 8-mile or 
22-mile journey along the shorelines of Alameda and Bay Farm Island. I can con-
firm, after riding the 22-mile course, that the event was very well organized, safe 
and inspiring to those who may have discovered just how easy it is to get around 
Alameda on a bicycle. Participants were treated to an after party featuring the 
Sun Kings band and food trucks. Gene Oh, owner of Alameda Bicycle, created 
the event to support Alameda’s parks and intends to hold the fundraiser annually. 

Resident Publishes 
Guide to Rent Control

Sun Staff Reports
A new 54-page booklet on Alam-

eda’s rent control ballot measure 
contest has been published online 
with limited copies available in 
print. Alameda resident Monty Hey-
ing penned Alameda City’s Rent Con-
trol: Yes on M1/No on L1. 

He describes the booklet as a 
first-person perspective on rent 
control through insights gained 
from activism and advocacy. 

Printed copies will be on file at 
the Alameda Library. City officials 
will receive copies. Visit Heying’s 
Facebook page for more information.

City of Alameda

Main Street Neighborhood, a plan for Alameda Point, 
is slated to come before the Planning Board Monday. 


