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Sun Staff Reports
EHS Drama to  

Benefit Food Bank
The Encinal High School (EHS) 

Drama Department is presenting 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream as a special fundraiser to 
help support the Alameda Food 
Bank. Midsummer will play over two 
weekends: Oct. 21, 22, 28 and 29 at 
2 p.m. in the Encinal Amphitheater 
(a.k.a. the student parking lot). 

Admission is free, but donations 
are requested to help provide food 
for the hungry in Alameda. This 
continues a tradition of using the-
ater to help fund local nonprofits 
going back many years. 

Last spring a donation was 
made to Friends of the Alameda 
Animal Shelter and several years 
ago “Project Open Hand” was 
the recipient of a contribution 
from EHS Drama. Midsummer is 
Shakespeare’s most popular com-
edy and is suited for audiences of 
all ages. 

For more information con-
tact Gene Kahane at 748-4023 or  
gkahane@alameda.k12.ca.us.

Community Service Award 
Presentation Set

Next Thursday, Oct. 26, out-
standing community volunteers, 
one nonprofit organization and 
representatives of Alameda’s busi-
ness community will receive City 
of Alameda Community Service 
Awards during a reception and pre-
sentation ceremony at the Alameda 
Elks Lodge, 2255 Santa Clara Ave. 

The reception begins at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the awards pre-
sentation at 7 p.m.

A lifetime achievement award 
will be presented to Honora 
Murphy, for her more than 50 years 
of volunteer service.

Additional honorees include:
n Kari Thompson and Don 

Sherratt, volunteer of the year 
awards

n Janet Waring, community ser-
vice individual award

n Nancy Evans, nonprofit board 
member award

n Kelly Lux and Lauren 
Zimmerman Cook, business or 
businessperson awards

n Ja’Naylah Johnson, Emily 
Chan, Lily Conable and Ken Der, 
community service youth awards

n Friends of the Alameda 
Animal Shelter, nonprofit organiza-
tion award.

Thirty-seven nominations were 
considered by a panel of judges.

Historic Train Station 
Displaced

Some local residents were con-
cerned this past weekend that a 
West-End landmark may have seen 
its last days. Construction began 
on a new project at the parking lot 
near Webster Street and Lincoln 
Avenue that once contained a 
Southern Pacific Railroad station. 
The small ticket booth received 
a reprieve from the wrecking ball 
when it was protected earlier this 
year (“Quick Action Saves West End 
Railroad Landmark,” Feb. 2). 

The former ticket booth has 
been relocated toward the rear of 
the property which is expected to 
become a condominium complex. 
The property owner is required to 
restore the protected structure to a 
prominent location on the site.

News in Brief

Elks, Eagles, Peeps, Others Step up in 
Support of North Bay’s Fire Victims

Charter Edit 
Vote Held

Downtown Hosts 24th 
Classic Car Show 

Sun Staff Reports

Another widely popular Alameda event took place this past weekend: the 24th 
annual Park Street Classic Car Show. This year marked a particular mile-
stone in the event’s history since one of the show’s founders, Duane Watson, 

announced his retirement. Watson, the owner of Lee Auto Supply on Park Street, 
receives help from the Crankers Car Club and many volunteers to produce the car 
show. He has an unbroken chain of success with the event, which grew from a hand-
ful of cars in its original form, to the more than 400 cars along four blocks of the 
city’s main drag. Above, in the early morning as the show just came together, car 
collectors compared notes on their respective vehicles.

Fire, Police departments provide ongoing mutual aid

Dennis Evanosky

Local social media buffs known as the Alameda Peeps collected a rented truck full of 
donations for victims of the North Bay firestorm last Friday.

Photos courtesy Alameda Police and Fire departments

Above, Alameda Fire Department and below, 
Alameda Police Department, contributed resources to 
the battle against the seemingly unstoppable flames 
that destroyed lives and property in several Northern 
California counties over the past several days. 

Sun Staff Reports
Support for fellow Bay Area resi-

dents who lost loved ones and prop-
erty in what is being called the worst 
firestorm in California history began 
pouring out of Alameda last week. 
The social media group Alameda 
Peeps filled a rented truck with 
donations for fire victims last Friday. 

A more official, city-wide benefit 
has been set for Sunday, Oct. 29, 
spearheaded by the Alameda Elks 
and Eagles. “The ‘Alameda Coming 
Together Benefit Concert’ will raise 
funds for those families affected 
by the devastating fires in Napa, 
Sonoma, Solano, Mendocino, Yuba 
and Lake counties,” announced 
Mayor Trish Spencer. 

The event will take place at the 
Alameda Elks Lodge located at 2255 
Santa Clara Ave. from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Local residents who wish to 
help out will enjoy live music from 
four different Bay Area artists and 
refreshments. 

In the meantime, the lodge is 
serving as a donation drop-off point 
for items to be delivered to fire vic-
tims. A 40-foot trailer, donated by 
Rogers Trucking, will be available 
to take in donations prior to the 
benefit concert this Saturday, Oct. 
21, and Sunday, Oct. 22, from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Donations may also 
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Mike Lano

Ekene Ikeme
After the Alameda Sun went to 

press, the city council decided when 
residents would be able to vote on 
whether to amend the Alameda City 
Charter to include Ordinance 3148 
at the Oct. 17 council meeting.

Council had two options for the 
scheduled vote to add Ordinance 
3148, or “the City of Alameda Rent 
Review, Rent Stabilization and Limi-
tations on Evictions Ordinance” to 
the City Charter. The amendment 
could be voted on June 5, 2018, dur-
ing the California state primary, or 
on Nov. 6, 2018 during the Califor-
nia General Election.

The costs to place the ballot 
on the separate elections vary dra-
matically. Placing the measure on 
the ballot for the general election 
would cost approximately $25,000, 
according to reports. The costs 
cover translation, typesetting and 
printing fees. However, the costs for 
placing the measure on the primary 
ballot could range from $580,000 to 
$720,000. These costs could lower 
if the measure can be consolidated 
with another item on the ballot. 

The Registrar of Voters for Al-

ameda County confirmed with a 
certificate of sufficiency that the 
initiative to vote on the proposed 
amendment received enough valid 
signatures. According to Registrar 
Tim Dupuis, the initiative received 
10,280 signatures. The minimum is 
7,211 signatures. After examining 
the signatures, Dupuis validated the 
certificate of sufficiency on Sept. 29.

Council was expected to accept 
the certificate, which will set in mo-
tion the date of the vote.

In March 2016, Council ad-
opted Ordinance No. 3148 limit-
ing rent increases to once a year, 
requiring a review process for all 
rent increases above 5 percent, 
limiting the grounds for evictions 
and requiring landlords to pay re-
location fees for certain evicted 
tenants. The ordinance was ad-
opted into Measure L1 for the Nov. 
2016 election, which allowed the 
Council to make modifications. It 
will sunset on Dec. 31, 2019. 

If the amendment passes, it 
will eliminate the Council’s au-
thority to modify the ordinance 
and eliminate the Dec. 2019 sun-
set provision.

Caltrans Looking for Comments 
on Tube Traffic ‘Access’ Project

Dennis Evanosky
Caltrans is moving forward 

with the Oakland-Alameda Access 
Project. Caltrans says that it aims 
to improve connections between 
Interstate 880, Interstate 980 and 
the Webster and Posey tubes that 
connect the cities of Alameda and 
Oakland. Improvements would 
speed the flow of traffic out of the 
Posey Tube into Oakland. Once 
out of the tube, traffic would turn 
right onto Fifth Street and follow 
a “horseshoe” loop under I-880 at 
Jackson Street, easing access to 
northbound I-880. 

Part of the new configuration in 
Oakland would allow Sixth Street to 
flow uninterrupted from Oak Street 
to Broadway. Sixth Street between 
Oak and Washington streets would 
get a facelift that includes bicycle 
lanes, a multi-use path and new, 
enhanced sidewalks. 

If all goes as planned this would 
spell the end to the Broadway off-
ramp from Interstate 880, increas-
ing access for motorists, pedes-
trians and bicyclists for eight city 
blocks along the northern side of 
the Interstate. 

Plans for the interior of the 
Posey Tube include widening 
the west side of the tube so that 
there are one-way multi-use ADA-
accessible paths on both sides.  
Caltrans calls this a near-term 
improvement for pedestrians 
and bicyclists. It says that other 
options are on the table, including 
water shuttles, a bicycle-pedestrian 
bridge and a new, dedicated, clean 
transit and bicycle-pedestrian tun-
nel. In the meantime Caltrans says 
that there are no plans to improve 
air quality in the tubes. 

The three-year-long construc-
tion project will begin in 2021. 
Caltrans welcomes comments from 
the public on the project. 

The comment period is open 
until Tuesday, Oct. 31. Written com-
ments can be made at: Caltrans, 
District 4, Attn: Melissa Coppola, 
Associate Environmental Planner, 
111 Grand Ave., MS 8B, Oakland, 
CA 94612, or by emailing Oakland.
Alameda.Access@dot.ca.gov, ver-
bal comments can be made by call-
ing 286-4736.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.


