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Sun Staff Reports
Early voting and vote by mail for 

the Nov. 8 General Election began on 
Monday. Those wishing to vote ear-
ly should visit the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters’ office at 1225 
Fallon St, Room G-1, in Oakland. The 
office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday.

Registered voters can also cast 
their ballots by mail instead of go-
ing to the Registrar’s office or to the  
polls on Election Day. They have until 
Tuesday, Nov. 1, to request vote-by-
mail ballots. Voters can complete the 
applications on the back of the voter 

information pamphlets; fax written 
requests to 272-6982; or mail the re-
quests to Registrar of Votes, 1225 Fal-
lon St., Room G-1, Oakland CA 94612. 

Voters can also call 272-6973 to re-
quest the Registrar mail the ballots, 
or complete the online vote-by-mail 
applications at www.acgov.org/rov/
votebymail.htm. All vote-by-mail bal-
lot requests must be received at the 
Registrar’s office no later than 5 p.m., 
Tuesday, Nov. 1. Completed vote-by-
mail ballots must be postmarked on 
or before Tuesday, Nov. 8. 

To learn more visit acvote.org or 
call 272-6973.

Mike Lano
This year’s incredible Clas-

sic Car Show on Park Street had 
many unique vehicle groupings 
for the first time in memory. 
These included GTOs and Mus-
tangs alongside one another; 
Woodies lovingly customized and 
finessed and Camaros with other 
muscle cars from all eras.  

Nearly every car was lov-
ingly spiffed and polished 

within an inch of its life. Many 
had pristine, newly-restored 
engines on display with hoods 
open to show off the many 
hours of work and care that 
the owners regularly give these 
magnificent machines. They in-
cluded Model T’s and some of 
America’s earliest cars to pris-
tine military vehicles.

This year’s show boasted 
Halloween custom vans, a 

Scooby-Doo Hanna Barbara car-
toon van, 1950s and early ’60s 
massives, hot rods, dune bug-
gies and so much more. 

At each major Park Street in-
tersection were local DJs with 
appropriate Beach Boys, John-
ny Rivers and Doo-Wop classic 
tunes wafting in the air like so 
many balloons.  

Contact Mike Lano at editor 
@alamedasun.com.

Classic Cars Steal the Show on Park Street

Voting Has Begun

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports
Survey Addresses  

Housing Needs 
The city invites all community 

members to participate in a survey 
to identify Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) and other hous-
ing and community development 
needs for the period between July 1, 
2017, and June 30, 2018.

The city is entitled to block 
grant funds from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 
These funds finance programs and 
activities that benefit low- and mod-
erate-income persons and house-
holds. To receive these grants, the 
city must address the housing and 
community development needs 
identified in the five-year strategic 
plan that began on July 1, 2015, and 
runs to June 30, 2020.

This is an opportunity for 
Alameda residents, service provid-
ers and community advocates to 
participate in and provide input to 
the community’s needs Complete 
the Survey by visiting www.survey 
monkey.com/r/9DM3BVN.

Veterans Meet Next Tuesday
Vietnam Veterans of America, 

Chapter 400, will meet at 6:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 18, at the Alameda 
Veterans Building, 2203 Central Ave. 
This month’s meeting features a pre-
sentation by Bruce Choy, Alameda 
County’s veterans’ service officer. 

Choy will address resources 
available, benefits and important 
updates for veterans. His presen-
tation will include a question-and-
answer session, as well as a discus-
sion on how to fill out a successful 
claim for benefits, as well as the 
forms for the veteran designation for 
a driver license and state identifica-
tion. Chapter President Bill Hodges 
extends an invitation to all veterans 
to attend this important meeting. 

Call for Artists in  
Alameda County

The Alameda County Arts Com-
mission (ACAC) invites artists and 
artist teams to apply for potential 
inclusion in an Artist Registry, a 
prequalified list of artists that will 
be used for upcoming public art op-
portunities. Many of Alameda Coun-
ty’s capital improvement projects 
include a percent-for-art program in 
which professional artists are com-
missioned to make new artwork as-
sociated with these projects. Due 
to the upcoming schedule of new 
construction projects, artists will be 
selected from the Artist Registry. 

The opportunities may include 
outdoor and indoor projects with a 
range of project budgets and be ap-
propriate for artists working in a va-
riety of materials and styles. Many 
of the opportunities will be for art-
ists to create a new series of small-
er artworks in the studio; therefore, 
artists who make two-dimensional, 
low-relief, or wall sculptural art-
work are encouraged to apply. Art-
ists selected for the Artist Registry 
will always be notified prior to be-
ing placed into consideration for 
specific projects.

Upcoming public art project 
sites include: Community Identifier 
Murals (Castro Valley, San Lorenzo, 
Ashland/Cherryland), East County 
Hall of Justice (Dublin), Information 
Technology Department Headquar-
ters (Oakland), Camp Sweeney Re-
placement Project (San Leandro), 
and other sites to be determined.

For more information, visit 
www.acgov.org/arts/html/opportu-
nities.html.

Clark Bench Plaque Event Set
On Saturday, Oct. 22, at 10 a.m. 

the Native Sons of the Golden West 
will be unveiling a brass plaque 
at the Clark Memorial Bench in 
Jackson Park. The plaque will com-
memorate the 1920 installation and 
2016 repair of the bench and explain 
its history. The public is invited to 
join the Native Sons, the Alameda 
Recreation & Parks Department, 
and the Save the Bench group for 
this long-awaited event.

APD Arrests Robber
On Sunday, Oct. 9, an armed rob-

ber fled an AC Transit bus on Blanding 
Avenue. Alameda Police Department 
(APD) officers arrived on scene and 
spotted the suspect. The robber’s 
timing was scarcely in his favor. 

Fleet Week was underway. Not 
only was an East Bay Regional 
Parks Police helicopter flying 
nearby, but an Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Marine Patrol and a BART 
K-9 unit were in the area. APD set 
up a perimeter, and, with help from 
BART and APD’s K-9, conducted a 
thorough search. 

About 90 minutes into the 
search, APD Officer Cameron Miele 
found the suspect in a crawl space 
underneath a home. He arrested 
the suspect and recovered jewelry 
that may have been part of the 
suspect’s ill-gotten gains. APD also 
found the alleged robber’s pistol 
with one in the chamber and recov-
ered a loaded extended magazine 
for the same pistol. 

Mayor Honors Local 
Cajun-Zydeco Community

Sun Staff Reports
Mayor Trish Spencer honored 

three curators of the Cajun-Zydeco 
music and dance community with 
proclamations acknowledging their 
contributions. The mayor recog-
nized Dana DeSimone, Lisa Lee and 
Ellen Papper for establishing the 
Eagles’ Hall as the premier Cajun-
Zydeco dance hall in California. The 
venue draws notable local bands 
and well as musicians from as far 
away as Louisiana. 

Spencer proclaimed Oct. 2 as 
Dana DeSimone and Lisa Lee Day.
She joined the pair’s many friends 
in thanking them or their roles as 
curators and organizers for the past 
21 years. DeSimone and Lee have 
taught dance for more than 20 years, 
enriching the lives of thousands. An 
average of 150 people attend these 

dances, which attract guests from 
all over the Bay Area and beyond. 
DeSimone and Lee have also provid-
ed insight and assistance to the Ca-
jun-Zydeco festivals held through-
out the state, including Sebastopol, 
Ardenwood and San Diego. 

Spencer recognized Papper for 
producing the Cajun-Zydeco calen-
dars for the Bay Area. Her highly re-
searched list of events has become 
the foremost source for musicians 
and dancers alike.

Dances are typically held every 
Friday night at Eagles Hall, 2305 Al-
ameda Ave., with dance lessons be-
ginning at 8:30 p.m. and live music 
starting at 9 p.m. Dances occasionall-
ly take place on Saturday or Sunday, 
so interested parties should check 
Papper’s calendar at SFBAYou.com/
calendars for events and times.

Mike Lano

During the Classic Car Show last Saturday, Park Street was lined with vintage 
beauties like these at Park Street and Santa Clara Avenue.

Richard Bangert
Facing growing demand for 

ferry service, the Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority’s 
(WETA) board of directors autho-
rized the purchase of two more 
400-passenger ferry vessels at its 
Oct. 6 meeting. 

WETA previously ordered two 
ferries that are scheduled for 
delivery in 2017. The new order is 
for identical vessels from the same 
company, Vigor Kvichak LLC, with 
delivery set for the end of 2018.

WETA’s fleet will now be able 
to provide service to the new 
Seaplane Lagoon terminal when it 
is completed. An $8 million con-
struction funding gap remains. 
The operating funds are expected 
to come from a new bridge toll. 

Reordering from the same 
company will save WETA an esti-
mated $3 million versus starting 
from scratch with a new company, 
and the ferries will arrive a year 
sooner. Acquiring the new ves-
sels from the same builder means 
that a total of four ferries will 
share common propulsion and 
emissions machinery. This offers 
savings when it comes to mainte-
nance and crew training. The two 
ferries will cost $30 million.

WETA’s specifications for the 
new ferries will rank them as hav-
ing the lowest emissions of any 
currently operating passenger 
ferry in the U.S. of similar speed 
and capacity. The clean emissions 
standards are being met by use 
of a special catalytic converter 
system that injects liquid urea 
into the exhaust stream convert-
ing harmful nitrogen oxide into 
nitrogen, water and tiny amounts 
of carbon dioxide. Urea is a com-
mon chemical found in the urine 

Water Emergency Transportation Authority 

This artist rendering depicts one of the 400-passenger ferries that the Water 
Emergency Transportation Authority has ordered. The manufacturer will deliver two 
of the vessels in early 2017. Two more are scheduled for delivery in 2018, one of 
which will be able to provide service to the new Seaplane Lagoon terminal. The new 
vessels will produce lower emissions than any currently operating ferry in the U.S. of 
similar size and capacity.

WETA Purchases 
Two New Ferries

of mammals and widely used in 
agricultural fertilizers. 

“Our current assumption is 
that a permanent increase in oper-
ational funding will be in place 
in 2020,” said Kevin Connolly, 
WETA’s manager of planning and 

development. “By that time, we 
anticipate capacity limits at the 
Main Street terminal will also cre-
ate the need for the Seaplane 
Lagoon terminal and service to 
meet demand.” 

The city competed for ferry 
terminal construction funding 
from the federal Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) grant program 
in 2016 but was unsuccessful. 
City staff is currently preparing 
a ferry terminal grant application 
for Alameda County transporta-
tion funds.

Richard Bangert posts stories 
and photos on his blog Alameda 
Point Environmental Report.

“Our current 
assumption is 
that a permanent 
increase in opera-
tional funding 
will be in place in 
2020.” 

— Kevin Connolly, WETA

RNs Ratify Deal
Ekene Ikeme

Registered nurses (RNs) at Alam-
eda Hospital voted unanimously to 
ratify a new contract with the hospital 
and Alameda Health System (AHS) on 
Friday Oct. 7, according to the Califor-
nia Nurses Association (CNA).

The new agreement, covering 
120 registered nurses at Alameda 
Hospital, operated by AHS, features 
protected healthcare coverage and 
retirement benefits and significant 
economic gains.

Provisions in the new contract 
will improve the hospital’s ability 
to assure safe staffing levels and re-
cruit and retain experienced RNs. 
Over the past few years the hospi-
tal has suffered from chronic short 
staffing and high turnover, losing 
approximately 30 RNs between July 
2015 and March 2016, according to 
CNA. Nurses are regularly asked 
to work over time, up to 16-hour 
shifts, back-to-back, to fill holes in 
the schedule. There are currently 12 
openings at the hospital, the major-
ity in the emergency department, 
which provides the only hospital 
emergency services on the Island.

“I’ve been a nurse at Alameda 

Hospital since 1981. Over the years 
I have seen dedicated and experi-
enced nurses leave, while the hospi-
tal has struggled to recruit for these 
positions,” said Rose Klein, RN, in 
a press release. “With the new con-
tract I think our ability to recruit and 
retain experienced RNs and raise 
staffing levels will improve greatly.”

“I come in at all hours of the 
night to take care of my patients, 
and am particularly satisfied with 
the new contract’s stipulation that 
the facility will have 24-hour securi-
ty,” said Glenda Cabotaje, RN, in the 
same press release. “The increased 
security is absolutely essential for 
safe patient care and it will help me 
have peace of mind at work.”

In the new deal, RNs will see a 28 
percent pay increase over the first 
two years of the three-year contract 
(this is aimed at helping with nurse 
recruitment and retention). RNs will 
maintain their pension, healthcare 
and dental plan coverages. Alameda 
Hospital will expand its 24-hour vis-
ible security, and nurses will be giv-
en bilingual pay for translation assis-
tance to Spanish, Tagalog and other 
non-English speaking patients. 


