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HAPPY INTERNATIONAL 

MOMENT OF FRUSTRATION 
SCREAM DAY

Sun Staff Reports
On Monday, Oct. 2, Patricia 

Polacco, the acclaimed children’s 
author and illustrator, launched 
her new book, Remembering Vera, 
at Earhart Elementary School. She 
is a Bay Area native and the book 
is set on Alameda’s Coast Guard 
Island. 

A special invitation was sent 
to Alameda Unified School District 
Coast Guard families who each 
received a free book. Polacco and 
her publisher, Simon & Schuster, 
also donated books for the After 
the Ball silent auction to the ben-
efit of Friends of Alameda Animal 
Shelter. 

After her reading and presenta-
tion, Polacco posed for pictures 
with the students. Polacco is the 

author and illustrator of some 60 
children’s books, many of which 
have won recognition and honors.

Remembering Vera is for kids 
ages 4 to 8 and is described as 
“the heartwarming and true story 
of Vera, an amazing dog who 
was found as a stray by the U.S. 
Coast Guard, moved into the San 
Francisco Bay base and became a 
hero and friend.”

Alamedans know the main 
Coast Guard base in the Bay 
Area that serves all of Northern 
California is technically a part of 
the City of Alameda.

“In 1962 a stray dog was found  
under a pile of boxes in a Coast 
Guard warehouse in what used to 
be called Government Island, the 
Coast Guard Base in San Francisco 

Bay, when a seaman named Dave 
Bunch was mopping the floor. It 
was love at first sight,” reads the 
book’s synopsis. “At first the men 
decided to hide the pup from the 
commander, thinking she wouldn’t 
be allowed to stay. But soon 
enough all of the men in the bar-
racks fell hard for the little dog. 

“Then one day when high 
waves challenged another vessel 
at sea, it was Vera’s fierce deter-
mination and natural swimming 
ability that brought the life pre-
server and safety line to the sink-
ing boat. Vera became a hero and 
the beloved pet and mascot of the 
Coast Guard.”

To find out more about  
Polacco’s books, visit  
www.patriciapolacco.com.

Courtesy photo

Author and illustrator Patricia Polacco released her new book, Remembering Vera, 
which is set on Alameda’s Coast Guard Island, at Earhart Elementary School on 
Monday, Oct. 2. Here she is flanked by local fans Lily and Bella Deleon.

Acclaimed Author Launches Her 
New Book at Alameda School

Sun Staff Reports

Black Panther Documentary 
Screening at City Hall

Few know that the Black Panther 
Party was founded at Merritt 
College in Oakland in October 1966.
Many of the party’s early social 
justice programs still largely go 
unrecognized. 

The television station at 
the Peralta Community College 
District, Peralta TV, produced a 
national award-winning film, Merritt 
College: Home of the Black Panthers, 
narrated by U. S. Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee, about the origins of 
the Black Panther Party at Merritt 
College. 

The film, which was shown at 
the United Nations as part of the 
International Day of Remembrance 
of the Victims of Slavery, features 
rare interviews with Black Panther 
founder Bobby Seale, as well as 
members: David Hilliard, Ericka 
Huggins, Elbert “Big Man” Howard, 
Emory Douglas and Richard Aoki.

The City of Alameda has part-
nered with Peralta Colleges in 
bringing this illuminating film to 
Alameda on Saturday, Oct. 14, from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. at Alameda City 
Hall, City Council Chambers, 2263 
Santa Clara Ave., third floor.

The screening is free and 
open to the public. Speakers will 
include Congresswoman Lee, the 
film’s director Jeffrey Heyman, and 
Mayor Trish Spencer.

West End Library to Host 
Estate Planning Session

On Tuesday, Oct. 24, the West 
End Library at 788 Santa Clara 
Ave. will host an estate planning 
question-and-answer session with 
a local attorney from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
The library will be open for the 
program only.

Attorney C.J. Kingsley will 
provide an overview and answer 
questions on estate-related topics. 
These include:

n Different types of estate plans
n Updating estate plans
n Differences between trust 

administration and probate
n Differences between powers 

of attorney and joint tenancies
n Guardianships and conserva-

torships
n Small estates
n Whether or not doing one’s 

own paperwork makes sense.
Kingsley has been practicing 

law since 1981. She recently com-
pleted the comprehensive Estate 
Planning Certificate program at 
Golden Gate Law School. 

In addition to her practice in 
Alameda, she performs volunteer 
services three times a month at 
free walk-in legal clinics. She also 
writes wills and trusts for indigent 
clients of the San Francisco Justice 
and Diversity Center and the AIDS 
Lawyer Referral Panel.

For more information, contact 
the library at 747-7767.

News in Brief

Drive Your Chevy to 
the Levee in Alameda? 

Coffee with a Cop

Irene Dieter
Alameda is in the process of up-

dating its local climate action plan, 
and sea-level rise will be on the 
agenda. Much of our shoreline will 
be impacted. Will we need sea walls, 
levees and dikes? A new system of 
pumps for storm water diversion?

Besides protecting real estate, 
the inevitable loss of natural habi-
tat along the shoreline must also 
be considered. What will we need 
to do to offset 
the substantial 
loss of the El-
sie Roemer Bird 
Sanctuary along 
Alameda’s south 
shore and other 
natural habitats? 
There is certainly 
no shortage of 
undevelopable land at Alameda 
Point that could be used to create 
new marshland and wetland habi-
tats. The existing concrete is stand-
ing in the way of adaptation.

Currently, the infrastructure 
plan for the Alameda Point redevel-
opment area is the only local plan 
to address the effects of rising sea 
level and extreme storm events on 
Alameda. It includes a levee system 
and a series of storm-water basins 
to handle flooding. But implement-
ing that plan depends on land sales, 
grants and other financing tools 
tied to Alameda Point redevelop-
ment. The rest of Alameda still 
needs to include these issues in its 
climate action plan. 

“Although long-term mean sea-
level rise by itself will provoke in-
creasing occurrences of nuisance 
flooding, over the next several de-
cades it is highly likely that short-
term increases in sea level will con-
tinue to be the driver of most of the 
strongest impacts to infrastructure 
and coastal development along the 
coast of California,” states a 2017 
report by the California Ocean 
Protection Council. “[C]limate fluc-
tuations, king tides, seasonal cycles 
and winter storms will produce sig-
nificantly higher water levels than 
sea-level rise alone, and will pres-
ent greater risks to coastal develop-
ment.”

Thankfully, a local group called 
Community Action for a Sustain-
able Alameda (CASA) is not sitting 
idle. CASA was formed in 2008 to 
create and oversee the city’s cur-
rent climate action plan, which 
sought ways to slow global warm-

ing by reducing greenhouse-gas 
emissions. The updated plan now 
being discussed will also include 
adaptation and regeneration of 
natural systems to deal with the 
expected effects of climate change. 

Everyone is encouraged to par-
ticipate in establishing these new 
goals. CASA will be hosting a fall 
forum on sea-level rise, featuring 

two speakers. 
Kristina Hill, an 
associate profes-
sor at the Univer-
sity of California, 
Berkeley, studies 
ways to adapt ur-
ban districts and 
shore zones so 
they will be able 

to survive the anticipated effects of 
climate change. 

Kris May, an Alameda resident 
and founding principal of Silves-
trum Climate Associates, LLC, is a 
coastal engineer and scientist who 
focuses on climate-change resil-
ience and adaptation planning. She 
has mapped the ways sea-level rise 
will impact Alameda.

Both speakers will add needed 
perspective and insight on how we 
can best respond to the effects we 
expect from climate change. The fo-
rum is being held next Wednesday, 
Oct. 18, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church of Alameda, 
1912 Central Ave. The event is free 
and all are welcome.

Irene Dieter posts stories and 
photos about Alameda at www. 
ionalameda.com.

I on Alameda

Thankfully, a 
local group called 
Community Action 
for a Sustainable 
Alameda (CASA) 
is not sitting idle.

Webster Tube 
to Close for 
Washing

Sun Staff Reports
The California Department 

of Transportation (Caltrans) 
announced this week that it will 
close the Webster Tube, enter-
ing Alameda, for washing opera-
tions. The Tube will be closed 
Monday through Wednesday, Oct. 
16 through 18, from 10 p.m. to 
4:30 a.m. Questions or information 
about the closures should be direct-
ed to Eroluis Oseguera, Caltrans, 
Tunnels and Tubes, at 286-3947.

Dennis Evanosky
The city has announced it is 

moving forward with bringing af-
fordable housing to Alameda Point. 
In addition, the city said that a 
forward-looking Oakland company 
is coming to the Point and improve-
ments to the infrastructure there 
are moving forward.  

Affordable housing at Alam-
eda Point’s Site A will come be-
fore the City Council at its Oct. 
17 meeting. Site A is a 68-acre 
property that, when completed, 
will consist of 800 housing units, 
up to 600,000 square feet of com-
mercial property and more than 
15 acres of parks. Twenty-five 
percent of the housing will be 
offered at below market rate. 
Eden Housing will develop 130 of 
these units; the Alameda Unified 
School District will develop the  
remaining 70.

The City Council plans to ap-
prove two ground leases with Eden 
Housing to help ensure that its 130 
units are developed: one for a 70-
unit family project and a second 
for a 60-unit senior project. Terms 
will include an option for investors 
to purchase the property after 87 
years with $1 purchase price, pro-
viding the investors prove the back-
bone infrastructure is consistent 

with the disposition and develop-
ment agreement. 

In other Alameda Point news, 
Kairos Power announced that it 
is moving its offices from Second 
Street in Oakland to 55,575 square 
feet of office space in West Tower 
9, a former hangar and manufactur-
ing building at 707 W. Tower Ave. 
(at Saratoga Street). The building 
is currently undergoing renovation. 
Kairos will move in early next year.

Kairos Power LLC is a new nu-
clear-energy technology and engi-
neering company striving to enable 
the transition to clean energy while 
protecting the environment. The 
company is working on a fluoride 
salt-cooled, high-temperature reac-
tor that it can safely and affordably 
deploy. 

In addition, the city is set to ink 
a $1.1 million contract with Carl-
son, Barbee & Gibson, Inc. for civil 
engineering services to replace 
backbone infrastructure at Alame-
da Point. Carlson, Barbee & Gibson, 
Inc. has provided civil engineering 
and surveying consulting services 
pertaining to the redevelopment at 
the Point for more than 11 years. 

The firm will be responsible for 
preparing construction documents 
for these “backbone improve-
ments” that include upgrading the 

Points’ water and sewer systems, as 
well as the storm drains. 

In addition Carlson, Barbee & 
Gibson, Inc. will study improving 
the electrical, gas and telecommu-
nications systems, as well as the 
Point’s surface streets.

The city will use proceeds from 
the sale of Building 91 (“Beer, Malt 
on Tap at Alameda Point,” Aug. 3) 
to pay for this contract. The city 
deposited the money from this sale 
in the Base Reuse Fund in fiscal 
year 2016-17 and restricted the use 
of the money to infrastructure im-
provements at Alameda Point. “The 
proceeds from the sale (of Building 
91) will be used to jump-start much 
needed new infrastructure at Alam-
eda Point,” the city stated when it 
announced the transaction.

Housing, new tenant, improvements scheduled for Point
Alameda Point Roundup

Photo and Story by Dennis Evanosky

Alameda Police Chief Paul Rolleri speaks with Melinda Ornburg and 
Jeff Cambra at “Coffee with a Cop” at Starbucks Coffee Shop on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4. The coffee klatsch offered residents of Alameda 

the opportunity to speak with their police officers, ask them questions about 
the department and voice their concerns about crime in the city. There was no 
agenda or speeches, just a chance to get to meet the men and women who do 
their best to protect and serve the City of Alameda. 


