
Vol. 16 b No. 2 
Oct. 6, 2016

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  . 3
OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
CLASSIFIED  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
PUZZLES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
EVENT CALENDAR  .  .  . 8
SPORTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9
OBITUARIES   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
CLASSIC CAR SHOW  .  .  .  .Inside

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire   
page 2

Police Blotter  
page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 07:09 18:45
Oct. 7 07:10 18:44
Oct. 8 07:11 18:42
Oct. 9 07:12 18:41
Oct. 10 07:13 18:39
Oct. 11 07:14 18:38
Oct. 12 07:15 18:37

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Dayglo art opening and lots of 
other fun coming up.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
Event Calendar     Page 8

CLASSIC CAR SHOW 
Official Program     Inside

Learn about the long-time 
collectors at the show.

Alameda’s golfers compete  
for top club honor. 

SPORTS
Golf Club Champ   Page 9

Sharpen your pencils for 
some brainteasing fun!

PUZZLES PAGE 
Soduku & More    Page 7

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

MAD HATTER
 

DAY

Irene Dieter
The “Utility Modernization Act” 

(Measure K1) is on the Nov. 8 bal-
lot. The single-ballot measure seeks 
approval of two unrelated utility 
issues. The first concerns collect-
ing a tax, the second deals with 
transferring funds. This presents 
voters with a dilemma if they favor 
one but not the other.

As arguments emerge, support-
ers and opponents alike tend to 
focus on only one-half of the bal-
lot measure. The “modernization” 
aspect of the measure pertains to 
updating the city’s definition of 
telephone service to include phone 
service arriving via the Internet 
and cell phone transmitters, tech-
nologies not contemplated when 
the current ordinance was drafted.

The city estimates it is losing 
about $1.5 million annually in util-
ity tax revenue because not all cell 
and Internet phone providers are 
collecting the tax, which would go 
to the city. For instance, city offi-
cials say Verizon Wireless is not 
collecting the full tax. Thus, some 
users’ phone bills are artificially 
lower than others’ because of tax 
avoidance, providing a de facto 
corporate subsidy to certain phone 
service providers. 

The modernization also rais-
es the age at which seniors can 
receive a partial exemption from 
the tax from 62 to 65 years of age, 
to account for a population that 
now works and lives longer.

Opponents question whether 
the existing utility tax should be 
expanded at all, claiming it affects 
vulnerable seniors who are trying 
to make ends meet. They also say 
the increased tax revenue could 
potentially trigger wage increas-
es for all public safety employ-
ees, which remain even when the 
economy falters. Supporters, on 
the other hand, say it’s only fair 
that everyone pays the same tax 
for telephone service.

A legal challenge prompted the 
second aspect of the ballot mea-
sure — the transfer of funds. The 
city is currently facing a lawsuit 
that alleges the longstanding prac-
tice of annually transferring funds 
from the city-owned electric power 
company to the city’s General Fund 
is actually a “tax” not approved 
by the voters. The lawsuit con-

tends that the funds should remain 
at Alameda Municipal Power for 
energy-related uses. By having vot-
ers approve the annual $3.7 million 
fund transfer both retroactively 
and into the future, the city hopes 
the lawsuit will become moot.

Of the total $3.7 million in annu-
ally transferred funds, $900,000 is 
used for street-light maintenance. 
The remaining $2.8 million goes into 
the General Fund, with no special 
earmarks on how it will be used.

Some residents worry the fund 
transfer will be used to underwrite 
the growing pension and benefit 
obligations the city owes its highly 
paid staff and public safety employ-
ees. They would rather see the 
measure fail, and have the money 
be spent on maintaining our util-
ity infrastructure and on the util-
ity’s ongoing need to adapt to the 
changing energy world. Others 
believe that because the city owns 
the utility company, it should right-
ly be able to tap into those funds 
for running the city.

Contrary to popular belief, if 
Measure K1 fails, the transfer of 
funds from the utility company to 
the city will not automatically end. 
Changing or ending the transfer 
would still require action by the 
city council. 

On the other hand, if voters 
provide a vote-of-confidence for 
the annual fund transfer, it could 
potentially frustrate future efforts 
at the city council level to alter 
the practice, such as lowering the 
transfer amount and/or earmarking 
the transferred funds for specific 
items.

Voters will have to make one 
decision on two unrelated issues. 
Whether those issues will need to 
return to the ballot box is yet to 
be seen.

Irene Dieter posts stories 
and photos about Alameda at  
ionalameda.com.

Sun Staff Reports

Alameda Native Earns 
Lifetime Achievement Award

Alameda native Michael Gerson, 
co-founder of Oakland-based law 
firm Boxer & Gerson, LLP, was hon-
ored recently with the California 
State Bar’s life-
time achieve-
ment award. 
The award was 
presented  at 
its 89th annual 
meeting in San 
Diego. Gerson 
will be one of 
six legal profes-
sionals present-
ed with awards 
in a variety of 
legal disciplines. His specialty is 
worker’s compensation, in which 
he has built a national reputation 
over his 42-year career.

Gerson launched Boxer & 
Gerson with partner Stewart Boxer 
(Sen. Barbara Boxer’s husband) 
in 1977 with a focus on work-
ers’ compensation and personal 
injury. The firm later added Social 
Security disability representation 
to its practice areas.

Recently, he earned recogni-
tion as 2017 Lawyer of the Year 
for workers’ compensation in 
the Oakland metropolitan area. 
Gerson was also honored in 2012 
to be selected by the NFL Players’ 
Association as its panel attor-
ney for workers’ compensation. 
He represents players on the San 
Francisco 49ers, Oakland Raiders, 
and all other association members 
with a claim in northern California.

Transportation Workshop and 
Survey on Tap

A community workshop 
on the citywide Transit and 
Transpor tat ion Demand 
Management (TDM) Plan has 
been set for Wednesday, Oct. 

19, at 6:30 p.m. in the Mastick 
Senior Center Social Hall at 1155 
Santa Clara Ave. City staff and 
the consultant team will request 
input on preliminary strategies 
to help improve transportation 
in Alameda. 

The public is invited to share 
thoughts on transportation 
issues by completing a brief web 
survey at www.peakdemocracy.
com/portals/198/forum_home. 
This web survey asks some of 
the same questions as a citywide 
telephone survey on transporta-
tion.

The citywide Transit and 
TDM Plan’s purpose is to help 
ensure that Alameda sustains its 
high quality of life during a time 
of population growth through-
out the Bay Area region. During 
this 18-month citywide plan-
ning effort, the city will iden-
tify opportunities for strategic 
transportation investment and 
coordination with transit provid-
ers to provide Alamedans with 
enhanced options while reduc-
ing congestion, carbon emissions 
and air pollution.

For more information, or to 
sign up for email updates, send an 
email to gpayne@alamedaca.gov.

City Sewer Project  
Starts this Month

The city’s annual sewer 
replacement project begins 
this month and is estimated 
to be complete by July 2017. 
Construction work will take place 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. near school loca-
tions, Monday through Friday. 
The work will consist of replac-
ing aging sewer mains, laterals 
and access holes.

Streets affected include:
n Hawthorne Street, from San 

Antonio Avenue to lagoon end 
n Pacific Avenue, from Benton 

to Grand Street

n Lincoln Avenue, from Grand 
to Minturn 

n Santa Clara Avenue, from 
Court to High Street and from 
Willow to Walnut Street

n Cornell Drive, from Marina 
Drive to Fernside Boulevard

n Central Avenue, from 
Fernside Boulevard to Eastshore 
Drive

n Roosevelt Drive
n Washington Way
n Park and Pearl avenues at 

Otis Drive
n Adams Street, from Bishop 

Street to Court Street
n Versailles Avenue, from 

Calhoun Street to lagoon end
n Broadway, from Encinal 

Avenue to Otis Drive
n Franciscan Way, Shoreline 

easement line
n Oak Street, easement line
n Webster Street from Buena 

Vista Avenue to Ralph Appezzato 
Memorial Parkway

n Puddingstone Road
The city will phase the con-

struction by block and sewer ser-
vice will not be interrupted. The 
contractor will work to keep one 
lane of traffic open at all times, 
but motorists and residents may 
experience minor disruptions in 
traffic, temporary loss of on-street 
parking, an increase in noise lev-
els and dust during construction.

The city and contractor will 
give advance notice prior to 
working on the particular block, 
and will also place “No Parking” 
signs 72 hours in advance of the 
planned work to advise when 
the work will begin and parking 
restrictions will become effective.

Questions or information 
regarding the project should be 
directed to Erin Smith at 747-
7938. This project is funded by 
the Sewer Enterprise Fund.

Got a news brief? Write to  
editor@alamedasun.com. 

Sparks Fly over 
Utility Measure
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Michael 
Gerson

$2.8 million goes 
into the General 
Fund, with no 
special earmarks 
on how it will be 
used.

Richard Bangert
The Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission (MTC) issued a new 
regional planning document on Aug. 
30, with suggested housing numbers 
to meet state goals. MTC is request-
ing input from local jurisdictions. 

A draft response from City 
Planner Andrew Thomas slams the 
commission’s recommendations as 
being woefully out of touch with 
Alameda’s limited regional transit 
connections.

MTC’s forecast calls for add-
ing roughly 10,000 new homes in 
Alameda by 2040, with the majority 
to be added in existing neighbor-
hoods outside of so-called Priority 
Development Areas (PDAs) like 
Alameda Point. This would trans-
late into 250 new units per year 
in existing neighborhoods, accord-
ing to Thomas. Counting on the 
state and region to “provide funding 
for major transportation improve-
ments and affordable housing, if 
Alameda approves greater growth, 
is a leap of faith Alameda cannot be 
expected to make,” said Thomas.

Transit service was better when 
Alameda’s population was less.

The MTC report seeks to down-
play the effect of the suggested 
increase of housing quotas on com-
munities by stating, “Plan Bay Area 
2040 also does not establish new 

Agency Calls for 
More Housing Here

state-mandated Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation (RHNA) numbers 
for each jurisdiction. RHNA operates 
on an eight-year cycle, with the next 
iteration not due until the 2021.” 
Alameda is currently on track to 
satisfy its regional housing require-
ment spelled out in 2013, to provide 
opportunity for construction of 1,723 
new units. 

Plan Bay Area is a nine-county 
strategy for meeting the goals of 
California Senate Bill No. 375. The 
bill requires metropolitan areas 
to adopt an integrated long-range 
regional transportation plan and a 
sustainable communities strategy 
that reduces per-capita greenhouse 
gas emissions, as well as provid-
ing housing opportunities for the 
region’s population at all income 
levels.

Alameda launched its own city-
wide transportation and transit 
study in an effort to reduce traffic 
and enhance public transit options. 
The city hired a transportation firm 
to conduct the study at a cost of 
$400,000. 

Frustrations over inadequate 
public transit funding continue to 
mount, even as pressure grows 
for more housing. The popu-
lar ferry service, and how it is 
funded, offers a case in point. The 
Water Emergency Transportation 
Authority (WETA), which oper-
ates the San Francisco Bay Ferry 
system, ended its fiscal year 2016 
with $5 million unspent. Executive 
Director Nina Rannells told the 
board of directors in August that 
the extra funds are due to WETA’S 
own efficiencies and lower-than-
expected fuel prices. But instead 
of being able to hold this money in 
reserve or dedicate it to projects 
on WETA’s drawing board, WETA 
was required to return the $5 mil-
lion to MTC. 

The return of ferry transit funds 
to MTC occurred just days after 

city staff received word from the 
federal government on July 29 that 
they would not be receiving a trans-
portation funding grant for the 
Seaplane Lagoon passenger ferry 
terminal. The ferry terminal project 
is short about $8 million. 

The feds also did not award 
Alameda any funding for other tran-
sit infrastructure projects related 
to Alameda Point development. The 
city applied for funding to create a 
special transit corridor along Ralph 
Appezzato Memorial Parkway from 
Alameda Point to Webster Street 
for bus rapid transit, bicycles and 
pedestrians. The grant application 
also requested funds for upgrades 
to Main Street and Stargell Avenue 
to facilitate faster bus service.   

“The state and region have done 
very little when it comes to fund-
ing transportation and affordable 
housing to support PDA develop-
ment and housing in Alameda,” said 
Thomas. “If the city is going to be 
expected to continue development… 
we need concrete financial support 
from ABAG [Association of Bay Area 
Governments], MTC, and the state 
for needed transportation improve-
ments and affordable housing.” 

In contrast, MTC has been gen-
erous in funding development plan-
ning. Since 2012, MTC has given 
the city $450,000 for planning new 
residential and commercial con-
struction next to Alameda Point’s 
Seaplane Lagoon and in the old 
Navy residential area known as the 
Main Street Neighborhood. Another 
$150,000 was given for transit plan-
ning at Alameda Point.

The Planning Board will consider 
the city’s response to the MTC hous-
ing forecast scenario at its Monday, 
Oct. 10, meeting at City Hall. 

Richard Bangert posts stories 
and photos on his blog Alameda 
Point Environmental Report. Follow 
on Twitter https://twitter.com/
AlamedaPtEnviro.

City Breathes Life into Bldg. 8
Dennis Evanosky

The city’s Historical Advisory 
Board is scheduled to take up the 
rehabilitation of one of Alameda 
Point’s larger buildings. The city 
is currently working with Jonah 
Hendrickson’s Alameda Point 
Redevelopers, LLC, (APR) to trans-
form Building 8 at Alameda Point 
into a usable, profitable space.  

In 2013 Hendrickson trans-
formed West Berkeley’s long-
abandoned Standard Die & Tool 
Company building into Berkeley 
Kitchens, a unique collection of 
commercial rental kitchens specifi-
cally designed for food companies 
to have a kitchen to call their own.

The 76-year-old, 270,000-square-
foot Building 8 at 2350 Saratoga 
St. served the Navy as a storage 
area. It presents Hendrickson with 
several challenges. First, the struc-
ture currently has no electricity 
and no running water. Building 8 
also needs a brand-new roof and 
has lead-based paint and asbestos 
throughout. In addition the ballasts 
for the fluorescent light fixtures 
might contain PCB and the light 
tubes could hold some mercury. 

“APR has a vision for making 
the building an enterprising, multi-
tenant entrepreneurial and creative 
‘maker’ space that is comparable 
to their other projects in the Bay 
Area,” City Manager Jill Keimach 
stated in a memorandum she sent 

to the City Council last March.
Keimach shared that APR hopes 

to transform the building into “a 
vibrant center for commercial activ-
ity and social interaction. The make-
over would include “a well-designed, 
fully furnished streetscape and 
storefront facades.” 

According to Christopher 
VerPlanck, who did a study of the 
structure for the city, the Navy built 
the western two-thirds of Building 8 
in 1940. Three years later the Navy 
added 90,000 square feet on the 
building’s east side.

In his report VerPlanck writes 
that the building would accommo-
date up to 88 live-work units, as 
well as  a café  or a restaurant and 
possibly a bar or tavern.

Once approved by the city, the 
Building 8 project would entail 
demolishing the building’s interior 
partitions (none of which are his-
torical, VerPlanck states), repairing 
the structure’s historical core and 
shell, and replacing most of the 
existing utilities.

Plans call for APR to build ADA-
mandated improvements, alter 
the building’s interior to facilitate 
Building 8’s new uses and construct 
an approximately 4,000-square-foot 
vertical addition. 

The Historical Advisory Board 
meets this evening at 7 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers at City Hall, 
2263 Santa Clara Ave. 

Richard Bangert

This residential and commercial building is planned for Alameda Point between 
Main Street and the Seaplane Lagoon, part of a transit-oriented development of 800 
residences in the Waterfront-Town Center area. Planning for the area began with a 
grant from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission. Groundbreaking for the first 
68 acres is expected in the next month.  


