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City Launches New 
Bike Share Program

Radium-226 Paint 
Leaves Point Legacy
Cleaning up Building 5 recalls the lives of women who 
swallowed radioactive paint while producing watch dials

Highlights from Chamber 
Confab on Cannabis

Fred Gardner
“A huge industry coming up 

from the underground!” is how 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Mike McDonough described the 
prospect of cannabis producers and 
distributors operating in Alameda. 
The Chamber’s 2017 Business Expo 
and Conference, held Sept. 20 at the 
College of Alameda, included repre-
sentatives from state agencies and 
cannabis-industry stakeholders. 

The hour-and-a-half conference 
featured Assemblyman Rob Bonta 
explaining the complicated state reg-
ulations that his staff helped write. He 
emphasized that the new law, which 
takes effect Jan. 2, 2018, is “a work in 
progress” and that the legislature will 
be fixing flaws as they emerge.

A dual licensing structure will 
allow local jurisdictions to modify 
provisions of California law. For 
example, state law requires a 600-foot 
buffer zone between cannabis-related 
businesses and schools, but a city 
could widen that buffer to 1,000 feet.

Bonta said he expects local 
cannabis businesses “to employ 
Alamedans,” sign “labor peace agree-
ments” with unions and pay “the pre-
vailing wage — a living wage.”

McDonough assembled six 
knowledgeable professionals and 
invited them to describe their roles 
in the cannabis industry and join 
Bonta in fielding questions from the 
audience. These included: 

• Neil Hall of SCI Consulting, the 
consultant who drafted the ordi-
nance that the City Council will 
consider in the months ahead.

• Max Mikalonis, a policy analyst 
and member of Bonta’s staff. He is 
the primary author of the Medical 
Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act.

• Don Land, chief scientific con-
sultant at Steep Hill Lab in Berkeley, 
a cannabis science and technology 
company that hopes to do business 
in Alameda.  

• Jim Nelson, president of New 
Growth Insurance Company, which 
began writing policies for cannabis 
businesses in Washington State and 
Oregon several years ago. The com-
pany now focuses entirely on what 
it calls “cannabiz.”

• Josh Drayton deputy director of 
the 375-member California Cannabis 
Industry Association, a lobbying 
group based in Sacramento. 

• Ben Larson of Gateway 
Incubator, which provides funding 

and mentorship for cannabis start-
ups. 

Mikalonis asked that the state 
and local governments don’t over-
regulate the industry. He told the 
audience that he is confident that 
regulations devised by the state 
will prove workable and acceptable 
in most localities.

“Leading companies will want to 
locate their national headquarters 
in California because it’s the big-
gest market,” Larson said. He sug-
gested that Alameda Point could 
become the industry’s epicenter.

Several speakers called for dis-
pensaries allowing “on-site con-
sumption” of cannabis. “Tenants 
need a place to use cannabis with-
out fear of eviction,” said Rich 
Moskowitz of Alamedans for Safe 
Access. Mikalonis strongly agreed.

Drayton said his most effective 
tactic as a lobbyist is to bring 
regulators to visit model canna-
bis enterprises. “Tax reasonably,” 
he advised state and local gov-
ernments. “Overtaxing will drive 
people into the illegal market.” 

Land acknowledged that can-
nabis growers use a lot of pesti-
cide. “Labs are well-suited to pro-
mote quality control by cultivators 
because we are partners of the 
regulators and also partners of the 
producers,” he said.  

One speaker said that regulating 
cannabis doesn’t go far enough. She 
told the audience that she hoped to 
see the state release those current-
ly sitting in prison for marijuana 
possession. Land agreed. He added 
that there should be a review of 
cases in which Child Protective 
Services took children away from 
cannabis-using parents.

“Let’s stick to the subject of 
business,” McDonough said. “The 
Chamber of Commerce is about 
business.” 

The city will host a meeting 
to discuss regulation of cannabis 
in Alameda on Saturday, Oct. 21 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave. 

Richard Bangert
The Navy has completed the 

final round of inspections and clean-
up of the last traces of the radio-
active metal called Radium-226 in 
Building 5 at Alameda Point. The 
aircraft hangar complex is where 
the Navy refurbished its planes, 
including repainting tiny instru-
ment dials, switches, and markers 
with glow-in-the-dark paint that 
contained radium. 

Radium is a naturally occur-
ring element found in miniscule 
amounts in soil and water posing 
no health risk. Its risk comes from 
ingesting the element regularly, 
such as in industrial settings.

The procedures for handling 
and disposing of the paint waste 
during the 1950s and 1960s led to 
costly and seemingly interminable 
cleanup projects once the base 
closed in 1997. This affected at least 
five other areas at Alameda Point.

During the summer, the Navy’s 
contractor scanned floors, walls 
and ceilings to detect paint resi-
due and radium dust. The poten-
tially affected areas were confined 
to a small part at the center of the 
910,000-square-foot complex. This 
was a follow-up to the 2010 scan-
ning and removal work.

Using scanning bars, varying 
in length from three to five feet 
and wired to a computer, data was 
mapped centimeter by centimeter. 
Ventilation duct work, insulation, 
drop ceiling, lighting, drain pipes, 
paint booth walls, office walls and 
a brick wall were removed. Pockets 
of the concrete floor were removed 

U S Navy photo

A worker holds a radiation scanning tool while another 
watches a computer module in Building 5 at Alameda 
Point. More scanning is underway in the background.  
with a grinder down to a depth of 
one inch and refilled. The Navy set 
a conservative threshold for clear-
ance to meet residential standards, 
even though only commercial and 
light industrial is planned for the 
building.

Last year the Navy re-routed 
about a dozen interior roof drains, 
which used to connect to lines 
under the building, to a new storm 
drain connection outside the build-
ing. The Navy chose to reroute 
these roof drains, instead of cutting 
through the floor slab and remov-

ing existing drain lines that were 
likely contaminated with radium 
paint waste. It was feared that cut-
ting the floor open would under-
mine the structural integrity of the 
building. The under-slab drain lines 
were filled with masonry grout. 

Up until passage of the federal 
Clean Water Act of the early 1970s 
it was standard practice, not just 
in the military but nationwide, to 
dump industrial waste material 
down the drain. In this case, two 
heavily used drain lines led from 

Help Puerto Rico, 
enjoy live music

Sun Staff Reports
A special ’Round the World 

Festival and Fundraiser will take 
place this Sunday, Oct. 8, will dedicate 
50 percent of its proceeds to those 
recovering from Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico. Doors open at 11 a.m. at 
Rhythmix Cultural Works (RCW). The 
event is family-friendly and will feature 
performances by Babá Ken & The 
Nigerian Brothers, Taller Bombalele, 
Michael Nejad and Capoeira by 
Sumido of Capoeira Mandinga.

Alameda Education Foundation 
artists will present Art Around the 
Island in the gallery and a hands-
on instrument making workshop 
will take place from noon to 2 p.m. 
Cuban, Vietnamese and vegan food 
will be available for purchase. 

Babá Ken Okulolo is a Nigerian 
bassist and bandleader who first 
appeared in the U.S. in 1985 with 
King Sunny Ade’s world-touring 
band. Now based right here in 
the Bay Area, Babá Ken leads four 
bands that represent his various 
musical expertise.

Taller Bombalele is a perfor-
mance ensemble that focuses on 
performing and promoting the 
Puerto Rican music and dance 
tradition of Bomba. The ensem-
ble was founded in 2014 by Julia 
Cepeda.

Michael Nejad is a Persian-born 
master multi-instrumentalist with 
an international reputation as a 
composer, performer and record-
ing artist. Michael is a master of 
both Western and Persian musical 
styles and plays 56 different types 

of traditional and Western musical 
instruments.

The festival was made pos-
sible with funding from the Sam 
Mazza Foundation, Tim Lewis 
Communities, the William and 
Flora Hewlett Foundation and the 
Zellerbach Family Foundation.

The event is free, but dona-
tions are expected to help support 
relief efforts in Puerto Rico. RSVP is 
requested to RCW at rhythmix.org 
or 865-5060. RCW is located at 2513 
Blanding Ave.

Maurice Ramirez

Michael Nehad will perform Western and Persian style 
music as part of a fundraiser event this Sunday.

City Appoints New Fire Chief
Sun Staff Reports

City Manager Jill Keimach 
announced on Tuesday that the city 
has appointed Edmond Rodriguez, 
51, as the city’s new fire chief. 
He is replacing 
Doug Long, who 
retired on Sept. 20 
(“Fire Chief Steps 
Down,” Sept. 28). 
Rodriguez, who 
currently serves 
as the chief of 
the Salinas Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
will assume his 
responsibilities on Nov. 13, the 
city stated in the press release 
announcing his appointment. 

“Chief Rodriguez brings exem-
plary skills to the Alameda com-
munity, and he has a strong track 
record of leadership and innova-

tion,” stated Keimach. “The City 
conducted a thorough and rigorous 
recruitment and selection process, 
and Chief Rodriguez was the clear 
choice for this vitally important 
public safety position.”

Rodriguez holds a master’s 
degree in Fire Leadership Service, 
a bachelor’s degree in Fire Science, 
and an associate’s degree in Nursing. 
He is a licensed registered nurse and 
certified paramedic He is a California 
Certified Fire Chief and a graduate of 
the Executive Fire Officer Program.

Gay History Event Set
Gene Kahane 

Please share the poet inside of 
you, and celebrate the history of 
LGBTQ. On Wednesday, Oct. 18, my 
friend, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., you’re 
invited to attend.

“A Night of Poetry” and joy, 
you bet, presented by Alameda’s 

Poets Laureate. Along with the 
LGBTQ Round Table, Come read 
your sweet verse, if you are able. 
Or share a dear poem, that you 
hold in your heart, at Books Inc., 
1344 Park St.

There shall be refreshments to 
nibble and sip, everyone’s most 
welcome, the cool and the hip, 
to help us remember the brave 
from the past, who fought so today, 
finally, at last, our country’s more 
fair, more equal, more just.

Let’s honor Chaz Bono and Ellen 
and Harvey, Barney Frank, Larry 
Kramer, and the whole Stonewall 
army, and Meghan McCain, and 
Macklemore too, Oscar Wilde, Willa 
Cather, Allan Turing, thank you.
And so many more from back then 
and now, who deserve to be named 
and honored and how!

Gene Kahane is one of Alameda’s 
poets laureate.

City of Salinas

Edmond 
Rodriguez

News in Brief

Photo and story courtesy 
City of Alameda

City Manager Jill Keimach, left, 
and City Planner Andrew Thomas 
want everyone to know that 
Alameda is bringing LimeBike to 
town. “The dock-less bike-share 
program provides more options to 
get around and will help reduce 
drive-alone trips — one of our 
island’s transportation goals,” said 
Keimach. A pay-as-you-go ride costs 
$1, or 50 cents for students for 30 
minutes. Adults are encouraged to 
bring their own helmets. Remember 

that everyone under 18 is required 
by law to wear a helmet.

 Potential riders must download 
the LimeBike app to find the near-
est docking station. Once there, 
they scan or enter the bike’s plate 
number to unlock the bike. When 
the ride is finished, simply lock the 
bike’s back wheel and responsibly 
park between the pedestrian-desig-
nated sidewalk area and the street 
curb, or at a bike rack.

The city will host an “unlocking 
ceremony” to initiate the service 
today at 4 p.m. at Faction Brewing, 
2501 Monarch St.

Hurricane 
Relief Concert 
Set for this 
Sunday, Oct. 8 “Tax reasonably. 

Overtaxing will 
drive people into 
the illegal market.”

— Josh Drayton
California Cannabis Industry Assn.
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