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HAPPY

DICK TRACY DAY

Community Bike Ride 
Pedals the Island City

Eric J. Kos
A total of 516 bicycle riders of all 

ages participated in last Saturday’s 
Bike for the Parks event based at 
Washington Park. The event took 
cyclists all over the Island City 
while also raising funds to maintain 
local parks. 

The event also featured a Team 
Challenge Contest. The winners, 
the Alameda Dragon Flyers, had 15 
members in costumes. The group 
will receive a plaque from the 
Friends of the Parks. 

“We’ll net $23,500 my treasur-
er tells me,” wrote Bill Delaney, 
President of the Friends of the 
Parks. “All funds go to the Alameda 
Friends of the Parks Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization.”

Mayor Trish Spencer, whose 
campaign for re-election is under-

way, joined the community for the 
ride. During the ride, she fell from 
her bike and fractured her elbow. 
The injury does not seem to have 
slowed her down, as she was back 
to work Monday.

Alameda Poet Laureate Gene 
Kahane joined the ride and 
authored this poem about his expe-
rience.

A Peleton for the Parks
We rode like demons,

Our gears shed sparks,
Around the Island,

For Alameda’s parks.
500 bikers,

Of every ilk,
Some fueled by coffee,

Some by milk.
Racers and plodders,
Like “Go, Dogs, Go,”

Lead by our leader,
The great Gene Oh.
Many wore lycra,

All sleek and sheen,
Others donned outfits,

As if Halloween.
Zany socks and silly caps,

Nifty shades and cool knapsacks,
I saw fins and flapping wings,

We were a gaggle of silly things.
George and Guy,

Prepped brakes and wheels,
To mollify,

The thumps and squeals.
Volunteers fed us,

Provided hydration,
A do-gooder mob,
The Rider Nation.

Twas a glorious day,
A sight to behold,

Thank you pedalers,
Your hearts are gold. 

Courtesy Bill Delaney

Last Saturday’s Bike for the Parks event, hosted by the Friends of the Parks, was a 
success again this year. The community bicycle ride was held for the second time to 
raise funds to maintain Alameda’s parks.

Sun Staff Reports
Bringing the community togeth-

er for a celebration of global cul-
tures through dance, music, art 
and food, Rhythmix Cultural Works 
presents its third annual ‘Round 
the World Festival this Sunday, Oct. 
7, from noon to 3 
p.m. Guests of all 
ages are invited 
to take a journey 
through West 
Africa, Brazil, 
Japan, Persia, 
India, Spain and 
Latin America 
with hands-on 
arts activities, demos, delicious 
treats and more.

The free festival kicks off with 
a visit to Brazil and a special pre-
sentation from Capoeira Mandinga 
Alameda. Watch the graceful kicks, 
spins and cartwheels of this art-
ful self-defense form, as partners 
pair off to show their skills and 
the community performs songs and 
chants. Next, members of Ballet 
Afsaneh will showcase dances from 
Persia, combining fluid motions of 
the hands and arms with rhythmic 
expressions of the feet. 

Maze Daiko then takes the stage 
for an interactive taiko percussion 
performance. Combining the pow-
erful sound and physical elegance 
of taiko, the energetic ensemble 
based at Rhythmix has many 
years of experience performing 
for schools with Young Audiences 
of the Bay Area, San Francisco 
Symphony’s Adventures in Music 
and a Cal Performances residency.

Duniya Dance and Drum 
Company then presents tradition-
al dance and music from Guinea 
in West Africa. Musicians will play 

djembe and dounoun as accompani-
ment to the dynamic dance move-
ments.  The fast-paced choreogra-
phy and improvisation illustrates life 
events such as initiations, celebra-
tions, farming and spiritual rituals.

Dancers from the Chhandam 
School of Kathak 
bring the audi-
ence to Northern 
India, via the 
complex rhythms 
of their feet. 

Another high-
light of the after-
noon features a 
full-length perfor-
mance from the 

Ka-Hon Latin Percussion Ensemble, 
sharing songs and music from Peru, 
Mexico, Spain, Cuba and Venezuela. 
The ensemble features four 
Grammy Award-winning artists. 

The festival will also feature 
a “global marketplace” where 
attendees can sign up for choco-
late tastings with Cocoa Case and 
Mambo Diablo Coffee or browse 
handmade jewelry, clothing and 
other items available for purchase 
from Arts Africains and Artesania 
y Botanicas del Sol. Vietnamese 
food from Dragon Rouge and 
Indian food from the MA Center 
will also be available. 

Youth instrument- and passport- 
making activities will be provided 
by Alameda Education Foundation 
artists from noon to 2 p.m., and all 
participants can add their creativ-
ity and personal history to the 
Community Art, Map and Language 
Walls around the venue.

The ‘Round the World festival 
is provided at no cost (or by dona-
tion) with an RSVP requested at 
rhythmix.org.

Bringing the World to Alameda

Take a journey 
through West 
Africa, Brazil, 
Japan, Persia, 
India, Spain and 
Latin America.

Vijay Rhakra

Duniya Dance and Drum Company will present tradi-
tional dance and music from Guinea in West Africa at 
the ‘Round the World Festival, a free event taking place 
this Sunday.

Dennis Evanosky
San Francisco police are asking 

the public’s help in identifying a 
suspect who punched a 39-year-
old Alameda man at First and 
Howard streets in San Francisco 
about 11:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 8. 

Christopher and Rebecca 
Mathews had used a ride-hailing 
app to call for a car. They were 
standing at First and Howard, wait-
ing for a ride to “that one last bar 
to get that one last drink before 
we went home,” Rebecca Mathews 
told the San Francisco Chronicle’s 
Jill Tucker. 

A surveillance camera captured 
what happened next. Christopher 
walked up to a white car, thinking 
it was the ride. The suspect got 
out and, without warning, punched 
Mathews, who fell straight back, 
slamming his head onto the street.

Paramedics transported the 
father of a two- and four-year-
old to San Francisco General 
Hospital, where he spent the next 
four days in intensive care at 
San Francisco General Hospital. 
Medical imaging later revealed 
several fractures from the attack. 
Internal bleeding affected his 
brain and his brain stem.

Rebecca has returned to her 
job as an IT professional in San 
Francisco. She described her life to 
the Chronicle as “a terrible movie 
that doesn’t end.” She said that no 
one knows whether Christopher 
will make a full recovery from this 

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda-based ocean 

conservation organization, Blue 
Endeavors, announced recent-
ly it will host a new event called 
“Sharktoberfest” on Saturday, Oct. 
13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at their 
headquarters in South Shore Center.

The goal of Sharktoberfest is 
to get people together in a festive 
environment to help raise aware-
ness of the importance of sharks in 
the ocean’s ecosystem. The idea is 
to create new advocates for sharks’ 
protection.

Congolese singer, songwriter 
and activist Jaques Ibila will per-
form live music. At 6:15 p.m. in 
the Blue Endeavors Dive Store, 
representatives from dive indus-
try equipment manufacturer, 
SCUBAPRO, will unveil their new 
ocean-conservation initiative.

At 6:45 p.m., Master of 
Ceremonies Shanon Draughon, will 
introduce and thank event spon-
sors, talk about the Blue Endeavors 
mission and introduce the new 
shark achievement pin offered to 
all divers and ocean advocates who 
complete the requirements. 

Special edition “shark beers” 
from Alameda Island Brewing 
and Sharktoberfest 2018 T-shirts 

will be for sale and support the 
cause.

The keynote speaker will be 
David McGuire from Shark Stewards, 
a California-based organization that 
advocates for policy, including the 
banning of shark finning, and regulat-
ing the shark-fin trade in the United 

States and the Pacific Rim. 
Those looking to take action in 

conserving the ocean can start ear-
lier in the day with a beach clean-up 
at 2 p.m. Visit Blue Endeavors at 
2219-A S Shore Center Ste. 215, call 
871-0172 or visit blue-endeavors.org 
for more information.

Forum with Business Focus Set
Sun Staff Reports

A coalition of business associa-
tions (the West Alameda, Greater 
Alameda and Downtown Alameda 
business associations and the 
Alameda Chamber of Commerce) 
has been meeting monthly to cre-
ate a unified voice for business. 

The coalition’s first joint ven-
ture will be a Candidates Business 
Forum for the Mayoral and City 

Council candidates. It will be mod-
erated by Randy Shandobil, for-
mer political reporter for KTVU, 
and the questions asked of the 
candidates will be related to busi-
ness issues.

The forum is set for Monday, 
Oct. 8, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Alameda Theatre & Cineplex, 2317 
Central Ave. The public is invited 
to attend and admission is free.

Candidates expected to attend 
include Mayoral candidates: Trish 
Spencer, Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft and 
Frank Matarrese and Council can-
didates: Jim Oddie, Tony Daysog, 
Stewart Chen, Robert Matz and 
John Knox White.

To RSVP, or for more infor-
mation, write to mark@alameda 
chamber.com and include guest 
names. 

Ocean Nonprofit to 
Hold ‘Sharktoberfest’

Courtesy PBS.org

The great white shark is a top predator in the ocean 
ecosystem. Lately, their numbers have been increasing, 
but the fish is widely misunderstood.

San Francisco Police Department

San Francisco police 
released this sketch of 
the suspect in the Sept. 
8 random attack on an 
Alameda husband and 
father of two.

Suspect’s Sucker Punch 
Injures Alameda Father 
Assault causes critical brain injury

b SUSPECT: Page 12


