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CRUSH A CAN DAY

HAPPY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 7:01 19:00
Sept. 28 7:02 18:58
Sept. 29 7:03 18:57
Sept. 30 7:03 18:55
Oct. 1 7:04 18:54
Oct. 2 7:05 18:52
Oct. 3 7:06 18:51

Frances Martinez

Exhibition of art quilts to open 
at local optometrist’s. 

ISLAND ARTS 
Art of quilting         Page 8

A SUNNYVERSARY!
Sun turns 17             Inside
A special edition of Alameda 
history and current events. 

City to discuss new federal 
flood maps of Alameda.

THE CITY PAGE
Flood Map Flap       Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Many Local 
Seniors Pay 
Too Much for 
Medicare

Dr. Abhas Gupta
Each fall, Medicare seniors can 

sign up for, change or disenroll 
from a health plan for the follow-
ing year. Yet, despite having more 
options than ever, research shows 
that most people choose the wrong 
health plan, often paying more than 
they need to.

Calyx Health, a doctor’s office 
exclusively for Medicare seniors 
in Alameda, analyzed its patients’ 
secondary insurances (Medigap, 
Medicare Advantage, Prescription 
Drug Plans) and found some alarm-
ing results:

n One in three seniors is under-
insured and thus a hospital stay 
away from financial ruin.

n One in four seniors is overpay-
ing by an average of $1,177 or more 
per year for the same benefits — 
some as much as $2,388 per year.

n One in five seniors is dual eligi-
ble (Medicare and Medi-Cal) and can 
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Sun Staff Reports

The City of Alameda recently 
studied the six public access path-
ways along Fernside Boulevard and 
Eastshore Drive to assess what rec-
reational uses are possible there. 
City staff will now solicit commu-
nity feedback, bring a recommen-
dation on the uses of each of the 
pathways to the Recreation and 
Parks Commission and return to 
the City Council for final approval.

Residents of Alameda can weigh 
in on the status and future of these 
small parks at three upcoming 
events. 

Facilitated Walk
City staff plans to lead a walk to 

the affected areas Saturday, Sept. 
29, from 2 to 4 p.m. The tour will 
begin at the Fernside Boulevard 
side of Lincoln Park between 
Liberty and Central avenues. 
Comfortable walking shoes recom-
mended. No dogs permitted.

Community  
Listening Sessions

Two public meetings the 
city calls “Community Listening 
Sessions” have been set on this 
topic for Saturday, Oct. 6, from 10 
a.m. to noon and Thursday, Oct. 
11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Both 
community meetings will be held 
at City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., 
in the Council Chambers on the 
third floor.

At the meetings and the walk 
city staff will provide information 
about the feasible options and 
associated costs for each pathway 
and receive public input on these 
concepts.  

The city’s full report on these 
properties is available to down-
load online at alamedaca.gov/ 
publicaccess. 

An online survey is available 
that mirrors the choices being 
presented at the meetings. Those 
who cannot attend the meetings or 

walk can complete the survey and 
add their perspectives to the dis-
cussion. The survey can be found 
at surveymonkey.com/r/eastend 
pathways.

For information about the 
report, contact Amy Wooldridge, 
Recreation and Park Department 
director, at awooldridge@ 
alamedaca.gov or 747-7570.

For the history behind these tiny 
parks and their precise locations, 
see “Parks Could Close,” Sept. 1, 
2016. Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

Public to Tour Shore 
Pathways Saturday

Eric J. Kos

The public access pathway at Central Avenue and Eastshore Drive is the most park-
like of the six parcels the city will tour this Saturday. The other parklets have drawn 
the city’s attention due to adjoining howeowners’ alterations.

New Bay Crossing May 
Pass Under Alameda

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

PUB Approves  
Battery-Storage Systems

Alameda Municipal Power cus-
tomers can now apply to use bat-
tery-storage systems. At its Sept. 17 
meeting, the Public Utilities Board 
approved these systems, which 
customers can use to save energy 
they can use at any time. 

To qualify, battery-storage sys-
tems must be paired with renew-
able energy systems, like a solar-
power system. AMP, however, pro-
hibits these systems from sending 
energy back to the city’s own distri-
bution grid.

AMP is charging application 
fees for new solar-power installa-
tions; new solar-power installations 
combined with battery storage, 
and expansions of existing solar 
systems to include battery stor-
age. Residential application fees are 
$300, while commercial and multi-
family application fees run $660 
for systems up to 50 kilowatts and 
a minimum $1,100 for systems of 
more than 50 kilowatts. 

City Opens New Website for 
Sneak Preview

The city recently released a 
sneak preview of its new web-
site, which it plans to launch in 
January 2019. Visitors will see a 
blue alert bar with a link to submit 
feedback. 

According to the city, the site’s 
content management system is eas-
ier to use and more secure than its 
existing site. “The new website has 
a powerful predictive search tool, 
is mobile-friendly and available in 
multiple languages,” the city stated 
in a press release. 

The city hopes to collect com-
munity feedback for the next six 
weeks. Then the city will spend 10 
weeks making changes, adding the 
rest of the content and addressing 
feedback it receives.  

Visit the new site at alameda.
prelive.opencities.com.

Fleet Week on the Horizon
Fleet Week 2018, which runs from 

this Sunday, Sept. 30, to Monday, 
Oct. 8, includes air show practices 

and demonstrations. This year’s air 
show performers will include the 
U.S. Navy Blue Angels and other mil-
itary and general aviators who will 
use Oakland International Airport’s 
North Field as home base.  

The Blue Angels will arrive at 
6 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 30, with prac-
tice sessions scheduled for 1 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 4. The air show is 
scheduled on start at noon each day 
from Friday, Oct. 5, to Sunday, Oct. 
7, with times approximate and sub-
ject to weather and other delays. 
Airport neighbors may experience 
an unusual level of aircraft activity 
and noise. 

For the Blue Angels’ general 
schedule visit flyquietoak.com. 
Direct aircraft noise concerns to 
(415) 306-0911 or 563-6463.

Freeway 
Onramp 
to Close

Sun Staff Reports
The California Department 

of Transportation (Caltrans) 
will completely close the north-
bound Interstate 880 onramp 
at 23rd Avenue for two weeks 
starting tomorrow, Friday, 
Sept. 28, until Monday, Oct. 15. 
According to Caltrans, the clo-
sure is necessary to complete 
the connector ramp for the new 
23rd Avenue overcrossing onto 
northbound I-880.

Caltrans will post warn-
ing messages and detour 
signs. Project information can 
be found at dot.ca.gov/d4/ 
projects_list.htm.
Caltrans

Caltrans has set up a 
detour during the clo-
sure. Motorists will now 
need to turn right on 
East 12th Street, then 
right on 29th Avenue to 
access the 880 North 
onramp now located at 
29th & East 10th Street.

Mastick Still in Fashion
Sun Staff Reports

Mayor Trish Spencer was among the models at this year’s popular Mastick 
Senior Center Fashion Show. Master of Ceremonies Gretchen Lipow intro-
duced the 22 senior models wearing donated clothing from the Mastick Thrift 

Shop. In addition to models parading around the hall, a luncheon was served by 
volunteers from the Rotary Club of Alameda. The annual event also featured an inter-
mission for door prizes. “The clothing this year was bright and colorful,” said Lipow. 
“I enjoyed not only describing their outfits, but shouting out in support of the women 
themselves who were participating.”

Courtesy Trish Spencer

Richard Bangert
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) 

staff is in the early stages of plan-
ning for a second tube across San 
Francisco Bay. One of the routes 
BART is considering would run 
under Alameda and bring with it 
at least one station. The new tube 
could also bring Amtrak’s Capitol 
Corridor train service running in 
tandem with BART across the Bay.

Before the transit agency drafts 
any plans, it must first determine 
the amount of ridership it would 
serve in the decades ahead. BART 
is looking at more than just the 
traditional nine-county region. It 
is also looking at projected transit 
needs of a 21-county mega-region 
stretching from Placerville to 
Monterey. And standard-gauge rail 
agencies, like Amtrak, have become 
partners in BART’s planning effort.

“It’s not so much Placerville to 
Monterey, but about what happens 
with all the demand that comes 
over the Altamont Pass,” said Ellen 
Smith, BART group manager, for the 
second transbay tube. 

“An early study led by the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) did look at 
a shared facility [with standard-
gauge rail]. And so we are going 
to pick up where they left off and 
evaluate the demand and see if a 
stand-alone facility or two separate 
facilities would be appropriate.”

There are two reasons for add-
ing a new crossing. First, BART has 
nearly reached its passenger capac-
ity during commute hours, and sec-
ond, the new crossing would allow 
for 24/7 service across San Francisco 
Bay even when a tube is shut down, 
particularly for maintenance. 

“The only way to increase capac-

ity now is to replace the train-control 
system, which would allow us to run 
more trains closer together,” said 
Jim Allison, BART media relations 
manager. “But once we do that, we’re 
maxed out. So, the second crossing 
is not only to provide the ability 
to run 24 hours a day, but also to 
increase the capacity for a region 
that is going to keep growing.”

Upgrades are in the works to 
increase capacity that would involve 
more train cars, the new train-con-
trol system, new traction power 
and a yard expansion. “We’re seek-
ing funding for that whole package, 
called ‘core capacity,’” said Smith. 
“That would increase our capacity 
by about 30 percent; beyond that, we 
would need another facility.”

An Alameda BART station has 
been on the minds of city officials 
for years. A 2007 Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission regional 
rail plan calling for a new transbay rail 
crossing included Alameda. The first 
transfer of Alameda Point land from 
the Navy in 2013 brought the transit 
issue to the forefront. Barely a month 
after the land transfer ceremony in 
June 2013, then-Mayor Marie Gilmore 
sent a letter to the BART General 
Manager highlighting the benefits of 
potentially two West End stations.

“This [2007 MTC] Plan outlined 
a range of options for new infill 
stations along a new transbay line, 
which included stops at the former 
Naval Air Station Alameda and at the 
intersection of Webster Street and 
Atlantic Avenue,” stated Gilmore. 
“Alameda Point and other major 
development areas at or near these 
proposed transit stops in the city 
are already designated as priority 
development areas for the region. 
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