
Dennis Evanosky
Last Thursday, the Water Emer-

gency Transportation Administra-
tion (WETA) broke ground at Alam-
eda Point for its $49.5 million Ron 
Cowan Central Bay Operations and 
Maintenance Facility. 

Many associate Cowan’s name 
with developing Bay Farm Island. 
However he also played a larger-
than-life role in forming water-emer-
gency response on San Francisco 
Bay as we know it today. WETA hon-
ored Cowan by naming the Alam-
eda Point facility in his honor. Cow-
an’s role in influencing how the Bay 
Area uses its waterways to respond 
to emergencies had its roots in pro-
viding ferry service for the Harbor 
Bay Business Park, but it gelled on 
a day that many remember so well. 

Cowan had an uncommon com-
mute with a view that few of us en-
joy. He flew his helicopter from Marin 
County to his Alameda office. On the 
way to and from work, he observed 
how crowded the freeways were and 
how free the waterways were. He 
was returning to his Alameda office 
in his helicopter after a meeting with 
UC Davis on Oct. 17, 1989, when the 
Loma Prieta Earthquake struck. 

“I was about to enter the air-
space that the Navy controlled over 
its air station in Alameda,” Cowan 
said. He had just radioed the Navy 
for permission to do so. Just then 
he saw the Bay Bridge collapse. 
Cowan didn’t know it yet, but the 
Loma Prieta Earthquake had just 
struck. At the Navy’s request, he 
hovered over the bridge and re-

ported what he was seeing. That 
experience opened his eyes to the 
need for emergency transportation, 
not along the highways, but along 
the waterways. 

In that eye-opening moment, 
Cowan realized that the San Fran-
cisco Bay itself, not the freeways 
that surrounded it, were key to 
this emergency transportation. The 
Loma Prieta Earthquake had sev-
ered the Bay Bridge, the concrete 
artery that connected San Fran-
cisco with the East Bay. However, 
the waterways — the artery that 
so many had depended on before 
the November 12, 1936, opening of 
bridge — remained intact.
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Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 06:57 19:07
Sept. 23 06:58 19:05
Sept. 24 06:59 19:04
Sept. 25 06:59 19:02
Sept. 26 07:00 19:01
Sept. 27 07:01 18:59
Sept. 28 07:02 18:57
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News in Brief

Richard Bangert 
The Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) has still not received 
its 2016 budget allocation of $70 
million to build new facilities at 
Alameda Point. This week marks 
nine months since the federal bud-
get was signed into law on Dec. 
18, 2015. Efforts in the House and 
Senate to authorize getting the VA’s 
money released were hindered in 
July when Senate Republicans at-
tached a bill to fund stopping the 
spread of the mosquito-borne Zika 
virus to the VA construction bill.

The Zika bill included restric-
tions that do not allow the use of 
Zika funds at Planned Parenthood 
clinics and a waiver on following 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) guidelines for pesticide 
spraying to kill mosquitoes. Senate 
Democrats prevented passage of 
the Zika/VA bill by voting against 
it, due to the Planned Parenthood 
and EPA clauses. Both parties are 
pointing fingers. 

“Unfortunately, federal funding 
for Alameda Point has become a 
victim of the do-nothing Republi-
can Congress,” said Congresswom-
an Barbara Lee. “As a member of 
the Appropriations Committee, I 
fought to ensure that these funds 
were appropriated to ensure high-
quality and timely healthcare 
services for our veterans. Sadly, 
the other party’s unwillingness to 
work across the aisle has stopped 
the authorization of funding from 
moving forward.” 

The VA’s 2016 construction 
funding for major projects came 
with new restrictions after massive 

cost overruns at its Denver hospital 
project. All construction projects 
over $100 million have to be turned 
over to the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers for management. Congress 
also stipulated that the VA would 
have to return to House and Senate 
veterans committees for special ap-
proval to release the funding.

Efforts in Congress to meet 
these requirements began in early 
January. By May 19, the Senate 
unanimously approved legislation 
introduced by Senator Dianne Fein-
stein that provided the required 
authorization. A month later, the 
House passed similar legislation. 

But hopes for release of funds 
were dashed in early July when 
the Zika virus funding bill was at-
tached to the VA funding. Demo-
crats in Congress viewed the move 
as a ploy by Republicans to force 
Democrats into choosing between 
Planned Parenthood and veterans. 
Republicans also objected to ap-
propriating more than $1 billion in 
Zika virus funds under emergency 
provisions that left Congress with 
little oversight and review. They 
claimed that a smaller amount 
would suffice until the normal bud-
get hearing process. 

The Congressional funding im-
passe is expected to be resolved 
next week with a stopgap spending 
bill called a continuing resolution. 
If nothing is done by Sept.30, the 
government will shut down. A con-
tinuing resolution will keep the fed-
eral government operating until the 
end of the year and presumably fa-
cilitate the release of VA construc-
tion funding. 

The VA construction bill in-
cludes seismic upgrade and new 
construction projects in California 
totaling $563 million, along with 
$169 million in other states. “I con-
tinue working very closely with 
Feinstein and Boxer to quickly ad-
dress this authorization issue so 
this important project can move 
forward,” said Lee. 

The VA received $17 million for 
Alameda Point in 2011. To date, $4 
million of that allocation has been 
spent on planning. The VA did not 
request any funds in fiscal years 
2012 through 2015. The 2016 bud-
get allocation will allow for site 
preparation, a new public roadway 
and infrastructure to the site, and 
wetland mitigation. No funds were 
requested in the 2017 budget. The 
total cost of the project is pegged at 
$240 million. Additional funds will 
be requested as progress is made. 

The Navy transferred 624 acres 
of the former airfield to the VA in 
2014. The clinic and columbarium 
will occupy 112 acres. The remain-
ing 512 acres will remain undevel-
oped and was zoned Nature Re-
serve by the city in 2013. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about the Point on his blog Al-
ameda Point Environmental Report.

Buddhist Temple 
Celebrates a Century

Dennis Evanosky
Members of the Buddhist Tem-

ple of Alameda are celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of their au-
tonomy this weekend. They have 
attended services here since 1906, 
the first 10 years or so as a branch 
of the Oakland Buddhist Church. By 
1914 they were attending service in 
rented rooms at the former home 
of William T. S. Ryer at 2325 Pacific 
Ave. Ryer had built the Stick-East-
lake villa for his family in 1886. 

On Jan. 4, 1916, the temple came 
into its own as Ashi Bukkyokai. 
Three years later the Buddhists 
purchased Ryer’s villa to use as 
both a temple and a home for their 
minster and his family. The com-
munity thrived here through the 
1920s and 1930s. The Buddhists 
built a kitchen and social hall to ac-
commodate their growth. By 1936, 
the temple had so many members 
that records show that 560 children 
were attending Sunday school. 

This all ended in with the Dec. 
7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor. The 
following Feb. 19, President Franklin 
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 
9066, which forced all Japanese-Amer-
icans, regardless of loyalty or citizen-
ship, to evacuate the West Coast. By 
May 1942 Alameda’s thriving Japa-
nese community was no more, their 

temple converted to a Navy school. 
Japanese who had called Alam-

eda home found their way to an 
assembly center hastily built on 
the site of the Tanforan Racetrack. 
Some went from living in their com-
fortable Alameda homes to existing 
in former horse stalls. By October 
most of those “assembled” at Tan-
foran boarded trains for “Central 
Utah Relocation Center” in Utah. 
Others went to centers on the Gila 
River or Poston, both in Arizona.  

After the war, many of Alameda’s 
Japanese returned home, happy to 
find welcome at their former tem-
ple. In 1945 worship began anew. 
Over the years, the Buddhists built 
a garden and acquired the property 
that housed the Japanese language 
school. They razed the school, 
which stood at 2326 Buena Vista 
Ave. and, in its place, built an eight-
unit apartment building. 

The community continues to 
thrive and invites Alameda to join 
them this weekend. Celebrations 
begin on Saturday, Sept. 24, with 
an Ochigo procession at 9 a.m. fol-
lowed by a centennial service at 
10:15 a.m. On Sunday at 10 a.m. 
they will host an appreciation gath-
ering and offer the premier showing 
of Our Second Home, a film about 
the Buddhist Temple of Alameda.

Zika Virus Infects 
Veterans Projects

“Federal funding 
for Alameda Point 
has become a vic-
tim of the do-noth-
ing Republican 
Congress.”

— Congresswoman Barbara Lee

Ferry Facility Dedicated

We Love the Island
Sun Staff Reports

Quite a batch of passionate Alamedans appeared for the launch of 
#LoveOurIsland, the new social media campaign the city of Alameda launched 
last week. Residents were encouraged to join the photo op last Thursday and 

to share their stories of loving Alameda on the city’s social media profiles. According 
to the city the new initiative aims to “recognize the exciting, positive and inspiring 
things happening here.” Local ice creamery Tucker’s invented a new #LoveOurIsland 
flavor to help launch the campaign. To find out more, check out the city on Facebook 
or Twitter, or contact Sarah Henry at shenry@alamedaca.gov or 747-4714. 

Sun Staff Reports

FAAS Contract in Discussion
The Friends of Alameda Animal 

Shelter (FAAS) is seeking to rene-
gotiate its contract with the city of 
Alameda so it can better manage 
the Alameda Animal Shelter. FAAS 
sent out a press release to Alameda 
residents and city leaders stating 
the reasons it needs more funding 
for the shelter. 

“The budget under the current 
contract with the city does not pro-
vide sufficient funds to maintain this 
standard of service,” read the state-
ment. “FAAS has been raising pri-
vate money and the staff has worked 
heroically to make up the funding 
deficit, but this is not sustainable 
in the long run. We are dipping into 
our reserves to maintain current ser-
vices and expect to run out of money 
in a matter of months.”

FAAS said the only alternative 
if it does not get more funding is 
to revert to a facility that operates 
more like a dog pound. This option 
would end the animal shelter’s 
many services to stray animals, 
such as vaccinations, flea treat-
ment and medical or behavioral 
rehabilitation. FAAS also created 
a Pet Food Pantry for low-income 
families, special funds to provide 
rehabilitation for animals that 
need it and a Humane Education 
Program to teach school children 
how to care for pets.

FAAS will be presenting its case 
to the City Council at the Tuesday, 
Oct. 4 meeting. To learn more about 
this effort for a new contract, visit 
www.alamedaanimalshelter.org.

Homeless Meeting 
The city of Alameda is holding 

a special public meeting to discuss 
the action plan aimed to mitigate 
the increased number of homeless 
encampments in the city. 

Homeless encampments in 
Alameda and across the entire Bay 
Area region have grown in recent 
months and the city is working 
to address this issue throughout 
the island, including at the future 
Jean Sweeney Open Space Park. 
The City is working collaboratively 
with Alameda Point Collaborative, 
Operation Dignity, and the Social 
Service Human Relations Board 
(SSHRB) to develop and imple-
ment a compassionate Action Plan, 
according to Amy Wooldridge, 
Alameda Recreation and Park 
Department’s director.

The meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Mastick Senior Center, 1155 
Santa Clara Ave. Child care and 
refreshments will be provided.   

Museum Hosting Swap Meet
The Alameda Naval Air Museum 

(ANAM) will be holding its twice- 
annual swap meet in association 

Dennis Evanosky

Ron Cowan an essential 
figure in the creation of 
the Harbor Bay Ferry was 
honored last Thursday. 
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Feds stall on funding for Alameda Point development

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Artist’s rendering of courtyard at the Alameda Point veterans facility that will offer 
a wide range of health-care services, benefits processing and management of the 
adjacent national columbarium for veterans. The depiction looks north-northeast with 
Port of Oakland cranes above the roofline.

Phillip Kaake
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