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INTERNATIONAL  
DAY OF PEACE

Weekend Fun on Both Ends of Town
Story and photos  

by Mike Lano
Two fantastic events enjoyed 

record turnout in fine weather this 
past weekend on opposite sides of 
town. Both events brought the com-
munity together for music, food and 
fun while raising money for charity.

Tilman Park Picnic
Bay Farm Island’s 27th annual 

picnic and fair at Tillman Park 
was held last Saturday in a tradi-
tion that has continued since the 
park’s opening in 1991. Proceeds 
benefited Alameda Midway Shelter. 
Volunteers from Alameda Recre-
ation and Parks, Donsuemor, Island 
Print Express, LaVal’s Pizza, Meals 
On Wheels, Cardel Catering and 
McGee’s Pub donated their time to 
make the event happen.

Members of the Harbor Bay 
Homeowner’s Association dressed 
as Darth Vader, a Storm Trooper 
and soon-to-be-Jedi Master Rey 
from Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 
The trio made balloon animals for 
the kids and did face and arm paint-
ing as well. There was even a Star 
Wars-themed bounce house.

The USS Hornet Museum’s Cle-
mentine aircraft cockpit and Hornet 
volunteer Wendell Stewart’s famed 
1919 Model T Ford were both on 
site for kids to get inside. The pic-
nic featured performances by DJ 
Dave Stebbins’ band In The Mix, 
great food, games and a petting zoo. 
The zoo featured exotic ducks and 
chickens, bunnies, dwarf piglets, lla-
mas, goats and more.

Blues, Brews and  
Barbecue on Webster

Now in its third year, Webster 
Street’s Blues, Brews and Barbecue 
fundraiser festival last Sunday was 
the weekend’s other smashing suc-
cess. Put on by the West End Arts 
and Entertainment District, the 
festival spread over several blocks 
of Webster and its side streets. De-
licious barbecue vendors, 16 local 

breweries and two wineries sold 
refreshments to the crowd. The line 
was more than 40 deep for Alameda 
Island Brewing Company most of 
the day in the beer garden area set 
up in US Bank’s parking lot. 

Proceeds went to support 
Rhythmix Cultural Works’ Perfor-
mance Art and Learning Program, 
which offers young people a chance 

Above, Harbor Bay Isle Security arrested Darth Vader 
for crimes against the universe at the Tillman Park annu-
al picnic Saturday. Above right, barbecue was one of 
a trio of attractions on Webster Street this past Sunday. 
Below right, a series of great Blues musicians brought 
another key component to Sunday’s event on Webster.
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Plane Lands at Old 
Naval Air Station

Point’s Water-Quality 
Situation Now Resolved 

Dennis Evanosky
A pilot landed his American 

Champion Scout single-engine air-
craft on Runway 13-31 of the long-
closed Alameda Naval Air Station 
on Tuesday morning. The plane was 

Planning Considers Housing Types
Dennis Evanosky

At next Monday’s meeting, the 
Planning Board is set to adopt a 
resolution that will put its stamp 
of approval on a project known as 
“Rebuilding the Existing Support-
ive Housing at Alameda Point (RES-
HAP.)” In addition the board will host 
a workshop that will consider co-
living, co-working units proposed for 
the property at Mariner Square Drive 
at Marina Village Parkway.

Alameda Point Collaborative 
(APC), Building Futures with Wom-
en and Children (BFWC) and Opera-
tion Dignity (OD) currently lease 
34 acres of land at Alameda Point. 
They use existing (and aging) struc-
tures from the former Alameda Na-
val Air Station to provide affordable 
housing and support for some 500 
formerly homeless people. These 
services included job skills train-
ing, mental-health counseling and 
meals — all aimed at breaking the 
cycle of homelessness.  

RESHAP aims to replace these 
aging structures with new housing 
on a new site. Each of the three or-
ganizations — APC, BFWC and OD 
— plan to build three-story apart-
ment buildings at the new site — 
10.4 acres of land bounded by West 
Midway Avenue on the north, Orion 
Street on the West and Main Street 
on the East. Parking for buildings 
on West Tower Avenue forms the 
property’s southern boundary. All 
together, the three apartment build-
ings would have 202 units. 

A mixed-use building and a two-
story townhome would bring the 
count to 277 units of new housing for 
the formerly homeless. The complex 
would also include a farm, a plaza, a 
two-story barn to serve as a commu-

nity center, a play area and buildings 
to house supportive services. 

“The project will continue to al-
low the city to meet its obligations 
as the Local Reuse Authority to pro-
vide housing for formerly homeless 
households as defined by the Legally 
Binding Agreements in connection 
with the closure of the Alameda Na-
val Air Station,” Jennifer Ott, base re-
use director, said in a report submit-
ted to the City Council in May.

RESHAP will return to the City 
Council for final approval before con-
struction can begin. 

The Planning Board will also 
listen to a proposal from Todd Jer-
sey Architecture, Inc. and Open 
Door Development. They propose 
to build four 15,000-square-foot, 
three-story mixed-use buildings on 
currently vacant property at Mari-
ner Square Drive and Marina Village 
Parkway. The project site contains 
approximately 1.4 acres and lies 
just north of the entrance to the 
Webster Tube, which partly runs 
below the site.

If the Planning Board and City 
Council approve the project, the 
buildings would contain 20,000 
square feet for collaborative light 
manufacturing, called co-working, 
on the street level. Two upstairs lev-
els would contain 40,000 square feet 
for collaborative residential living, 
called co-living.

“The purpose of the project is to 
create a diverse community of peo-
ple (and businesses) living and work-
ing together in ways which support 
almost limitless creative expression 
while generating high levels of com-
munity resilience and general well-
being,” Todd Jersey and Open Door 
stated in their proposal. 

The project would include 
1,000-square-foot roof gardens on 
each of the four buildings comple-
mented by a large vegetable garden 
and greenhouses.

The Planning Board must weigh 
rezoning the site to make this project 
possible. The property is currently 
zoned for manufacturing only. In 
order to allow the project to move 
forward, the city must allow for resi-
dential uses. 

Todd Jersey and Open Door point 
out the unlikelihood of the property 
ever being developed solely for man-
ufacturing. “The combination of uses 
we propose are allowable under the 
commercial-manufacturing zoning,” 
they said. Rezoning from manufac-
turing to commercial-manufacturing 
could allow upstairs residential uses 
to co-exist with ground-floor com-
mercial uses.

The upstairs co-living units — 
“pods,” as Todd Jersey and Open 
Door refer to them — have 12 pri-
vate bedrooms, each with a private 
bath. These 12 bedrooms share a 
spacious great room space with 
a commercial-quality kitchen and 
laundry room.

The Planning Board meets at 
7 p.m., next Monday, in the City 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 2263 
Santa Clara Ave. 

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Point water that 

was contaminated with non-po-
table water last week has been 
deemed safe for drinking, cooking 
and bathing by the State Water Re-
sources Control Board (SWRCB) 
Division of Drinking Water. The 
Alameda Point do-not-drink advi-
sory was lifted Friday.

The Alameda Police Depart-
ment (APD) released a Nixle re-
port stating, “The water once 
again matches the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District’s (EBMUD) 
high-quality water supply consis-
tent with other areas outside of 
the Alameda Point water system.”

Alameda’s public informa-
tion officer Sarah Henry shared a 
timeline of the events that led to 
the agency lifting the advisory no-
tice. On Tuesday, Sept. 12, EBMUD 
flushed the water lines leading to 
the contaminated well and used a 
brownish dye to run tests on the 

AFD Douses 
Structure Fire 
on Central

Sun Staff Reports
Just after midnight last 

Sunday, Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) responded to an apart-
ment fire on the 2500 block of 
Central Avenue. Upon arrival at 
12:12 a.m., fire and smoke could 
be seen emanating from a first-
story apartment, extending to 
the unit above. 

Some of the 26 responding 
crewmembers used pre-connect-
ed hoses to attack the fire, while 
others helped residents escape 
the building. Within 20 minutes 
the fire was out. “Damage was 
limited to the kitchen and liv-
ing room with significant heat 
and smoke damage throughout 
the first floor apartment,” stated 
AFD’s press release. “There was 
fire, heat and smoke damage to 
the above unit as well.”

The cause was determined 
to be food left unattended on 
a stove. Four occupants were 
treated for non-life threatening 
injuries. Alameda Red Cross 
assisted seven displaced ten-
ants from the two damaged 
units. There were no injuries to 
firefighters.

Oakland Fire covered vacant 
Alameda fire stations. Other 
assisting agencies included: 
Alameda Police Department, 
Alameda Municipal Power, 
Alameda Building Department 
and Pacifc Gas & Electric Co.

in the business of hauling a banner 
like the ones typically seen at sport-
ing events. 

The pilot noticed the plane was 
experiencing mechanical problems 
and chose the abandoned runway 

at the old Naval Air Station as the 
safest place to land. The Alameda 
Fire Department (AFD) responded. 

No injuries and no damage to 
the plane occurred, according to 
AFD Captain James Colburn.

Alameda Fire Department

Members of the Alameda Fire Department responded to the report of a single-engine 
aircraft landing at Alameda Point. 

water. EBMUD began taking addi-
tional samples to do a full battery 
of tests.

On Wednesday, tests contin-
ued to show improvement as 
the water-quality and bacteria 
samples came back clean. As a 
result, SWRCB lifted the advisory 
to avoid bodily contact with the 
water at Alameda Point. Howev-
er, the do-not-drink advisory re-
mained in place.

Water sample analyses con-
tinued last Thursday. Finally, on 
Friday, comprehensive tests of 
Alameda Point’s system came 
back negative for harmful con-
taminants. SWRCB lifted the re-
maining do-not-drink advisory. 
The control board stated it will 
continue to work with EBMUD 
and city staff to investigate the in-
cident and make sure it does not 
happen again. 

According to Henry, the prob-
lem was first noticed by Alameda 
Point residents Friday, Sept. 8. 
Residents began to call EBMUD 
describing the color and taste 
of their faucet water. Initial tests 
that day came back safe to drink. 
Tests continued throughout the 
weekend, which again came back 
safe for drinking. 

However, on Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
EBMUD received more complaints 
about the water. They did anoth-
er analysis of the water late in 
the afternoon and it showed the 
presence of contaminated water. 
EBMUD notified the city and the 
city notified RiverRock (the city’s 
property management company) 
and the Alameda Point Collab-
orative (APC). APC went door-to-
door with an advisory for affected 
homes and businesses.

The city believes the source of 
the contaminated water was a re-
sult of a cross-connection between 
a potable drinking water line and a 
non-potable irrigation line. 

The city conducted a three-
day outreach effort to help resi-
dents and business owners with 
their water needs. The city set up 
portable shower stations at the 
Alameda Fire Department training 
facility at 431 Stardust Place. It 
also set up a bottled water pick-
up station at the APC main office 
at 677 West Ranger Ave. The city 
received assistance from the Red 
Cross and Community Emergency 
Response Team volunteers.

The city set up a website, www.
alamedaca.gov/waterfaq, that will 
answer frequently asked ques-
tions about the ordeal. The web-
site was expected to go live this 
week. The city will also provide 
an update on the water system at 
Alameda Point at the City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 3.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

The project allows 
the city to meet its 
obligations ... to 
provide housing 
for formerly home-
less households ...

—Jennifer Ott, City of Alameda 
Base Reuse Director


