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Get Pumped
I on Alameda

Dennis Evanosky

Joseph Knowland commissioned the building of the
Honeymoon Cottage as a wedding gift to his daughter
and son-in-law.

Tour Homes
this Sunday
Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Museum and
the
Alameda
Architectural
Preservation Society (AAPS) present their annual Legacy Home tour
this on Sunday, Sept. 22, from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m.
In all, ticketholders will enjoy
visits to eight homes on Lincoln
and Central avenues, on Everett
Street and Gibbons Drive. However,
there’s more to this year’s tour than
visiting unique East End homes.
Contained within this year’s keepsake guidebook is a walking tour

composed by historian Woody
Minor.
Ticket-holders are invited to
stroll through, admire homes in
and learn more about the 19thcentury tracts on the East End
like the Johnson Tract and the
Liberty & Garfield tracts; early
20th-century tracts that include the
Sather Tract and Lincoln Park; the
Thompson Avenue Tract (better
known as “Christmas Tree Lane”)
and Fernside that sprang up during
the Roaring ’20s from the Cohen

b TOUR: Page 10

First Responders Rescue Swimmer
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life ring to help stabilize him in
the water.
AFD rescue swimmers arrived
aboard a private boat. They rescued the man as he was about to go
under. They brought him aboard an
AFD rescue boat, which carried him
ashore to a waiting ambulance. An
AFD emergency medical services
team transported the man to a
local hospital with life-threatening
injuries, according to an AFD press
release.
The U.S. Coast Guard responded
with a rescue boat and helicopter.
The helicopter assisted the first
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Date Rise Set
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Photo of Crown Beach
Wins Award Mention
P
Sun Staff Reports

hotographic artist Richard Wong has just received an Honorable Mention from
the 2019 International Photography Awards, considered the most prestigious
award show in the photography industry. Wong’s award-winning landscape
photo, “Puddles” was made at Alameda’s Crown Beach. Wong shot the photo in
2014. “Anyone can identify a good sunset and point straight at the horizon. It’s
more difficult to find unconventional compositions that most people would overlook.”
said Wong on his website. Learn more at www.rwongphoto.com/photo/puddles.

responders in an extensive land and
water search for three other victims
reportedly in the water. They found
no-one else.
AFD responded with 21 firefighters and two rescue boats. APD
assisted with multiple officers. OFD
responded to the rescue effort with
11 firefighters and a rescue boat.
Once first responders determined
that there were no other victims,
they turned the scene over to the
Coast Guard. No rescue personnel
were injured in this rescue.

Irene Dieter
Sea-level rise will eventually
come, but a much more immediate
threat to the Island is flooding caused
by stalled, prolonged storm systems.
Major storms are becoming more
common as the changing climate
causes erratic, unpredictable and
devastating weather events.
In October the city will ask
Alameda property owners to help
prevent future flooding and Bay
pollution by voting to increase the
“urban runoff fee” that appears on
annual property tax bills.
The city’s storm water pumps
need upgrading, and the current
parcel fee for this purpose won’t
cover the cost. The current annual
fee works out to $4.67 per month.
The city is asking the typical homeowner to pay an additional $6.50 a
month, payable on an annual basis.
The fees are based on acreage and
the amount of impervious land,
such as parking lots, where water
cannot be absorbed.
Supporting this necessary fee
increase is the first step to implementing the city’s recently adopted
Climate Action and Resiliency Plan.
The fee covers maintenance
costs on the city’s 10 storm water
pump stations, 28 pumps, two
lagoon systems, 278 outlets and
250 recently installed street-drain
devices that keep trash out of the
Bay and require regular cleaning
by Public Works crews. The fee
also covers street sweeping, maintenance of numerous tide gates and
seawalls to convey waterflows to
the Bay, and many catch basins,
manholes, curbs and gutters.
The fee will also cover capital costs for upgrades to pump
stations that remove flood water
from the Island. Two pump stations
at the Webster Tube and one on
Eastshore Drive built in the 1940s
are in need of upgrades. The fee will
also be used to reconfigure pavement, curbs, gutters and sidewalks
at intersections that are prone to
flooding, which often impacts nearby properties.
The City Council instituted the
urban runoff fee 15 years ago but,
unlike other cities, failed to include
a provision for cost-of-living increases. So today, Alameda’s storm water
fund operates with an annual deficit
of more than $1 million. This led to
a backlog of $30 million in unfunded
storm water-related projects while
the state Regional Water Quality
Control Board has mandated more
requirements for trash capture and
pollution controls.
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News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports
Library to Eliminate Fines
As of Sept. 16, the Alameda Free
Library has eliminated all overdue fines on all library materials
and waived any previous fines.
According to a a press release,
“The Library understands life happens, and that it can be difficult to
return items on time. Late fines can
add up and visiting the library can
start to feel like a burden, especially on your wallet.”
The library expressed its commitment to providing equal access
to every member of the community
regardless of income. Eliminating
fines offers a fresh start to rediscover the library and all that it
has to offer. Of more than 79,000
cardholders in the city, more than
26,000 customers had overdue
fines removed from their accounts,
which included 8,000 cards for children.
The decision to eliminate fines
was made by the Library Board
with staff input and is supported by
the Alameda City Council. Overdue
fine transactions accounted for 82
percent of library customer transactions. The move allows staff to
focus on creativity and exceptional
service, as well as other projects.
The current three week checkout period will remain, but fines
will not accrue if items are not
returned on time. There will be the
added convenience of two automatic renewals. However, if an item
is on hold for another customer,
it will not be renewed and the
customer will be asked to return
it. In order to ensure everyone has
plenty of books to enjoy, customers
will still be responsible for books

that are not returned. In addition,
the library will still have fees for
the replacement of library cards
and printing.
To encourage returning library
customers who may have lost their
library cards, the library is waiving the fee for replacement library
cards until Thursday, Oct. 31. Learn
more at www.alamedalibrary.org.
City to Launch Network
Partnership
Alameda can now provide
research and development companies a connection to the
Corporation for Education Network
Initiatives in California (CENIC)
advanced broadband network, with
more than 100GB capacity. The network is used by educational and
research institutions throughout
California. The company Saildrone
partnered with the City of Alameda
to launch the CENIC network partnership, which advances education
and research statewide by providing a world-class network essential
for innovation, collaboration and
economic growth.
“Saildrone is thrilled to be the
city’s first pilot partner on the
CENIC network,” stated Sebastien
de Halleux, chief operating officer
at Saildrone. “With this connection,
we will be able to analyze high volumes of ocean data and share data
with the high-performance computing division at Lawrence Berkeley
National Lab.”
The public is invited to a celebration of this new partnership
Tuesday, Sept. 24, from 4 to 5 p.m.
at Saildrone, 1050 West Tower Ave.
For more information, contact Sarah Henry at 747-4714 or
shenry@alamedaca.gov.

