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News in Brief

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda Social 

Services Human Relations Board 
(SSHRB) announced nominations 
are now open for the fourth annu-
al City of Alameda Community 
Service Awards. Nominations for 
the awards may come from any-
one in the community but must be 
received by Thursday, Sept. 28.

Award categories 
Lifetime achievement: This 

award recognizes extraordinary, 
long-time commitment and service 
to the community over a period of 
25 years or more.

Volunteer of the year: This 
award recognizes extraordinary 
service to the community over a 
period of 10 years or more.

Individual: This award recog-
nizes an individual who has per-
formed extraordinary community 
service. The act can involve any 
event or program that made a dif-
ference for the community.

Nonprofit: This award recog-
nizes an outstanding nonprofit 
organization that has provided 
extraordinary service to the com-
munity over a period of three years 

or more, and has made Alameda a 
better place in which to live.

Nonprofit board member: This 
award recognizes the service of a 
nonprofit board member serving 
the community. The board mem-
ber must have served for at least 
two years.

Youth: This award honors the 
outstanding commitment and con-
tributions made by youth to their 
community. Two awards are pre-
sented in this category.

Business or businessperson: 
This award honors the outstanding 
contributions to the community  in 
support of critical social services 
(youth, food security, health and 
wellbeing, employment training, 
etc.) by a business or businessper-
son in Alameda. Two awards are 
presented in this category.

How to nominate someone
Nomination forms are avail-

able online at www.alamedaca.gov/
voty and www.alamedayouth.com. 
Completed applications may be 
mailed to Jim Franz at 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave., Suite 320, Alameda, CA 
94501, emailed to jfranz@alameda 
ca.gov, or faxed to 865-1498.

Nominations Open for Alameda’s 
Community Service Awards 

Eric J. Kos
Last Friday, St. Joseph Notre 

Dame High School alumni and NBA 
standout, Jason Kidd, earned one 
of Cal’s high honors. The Golden 
Bears inducted Kidd into their Hall 
of Dame. His jersey, No. 5, has also 
been retired at UC Berkeley. 

While Cal likes to present his 
time there as the beginning of 
his career, Alamedans know Kidd 
started leaving the competition 
way behind while playing for St. 
Joe’s Pilots here in town. With 
coach Frank LaPorte and his fellow 
Pilots, Kidd took two consecutive 
state championships in his high 
school career. 

In his senior year, 1992, he aver-
aged 25 points, 10 assists, seven 
rebounds and seven steals per 
game. In honor of his achievements 
that year, he earned a slew of distinc-
tions including: earning the Naismith 
Award for the nation’s top high 
school player, being voted Player 
of the Year by PARADE and USA 
Today, and California Player of the 
Year for the second time and also a 
McDonald’s All-American. 

Kidd is the all-time leader in 
assists (1,155) and the state’s sev-
enth-highest career scorer (2,661 
points) in high school basketball. 

When he opted to play at nearby 
Cal it stunned the basketball commu-
nity. At a particular low point in the 
team’s history, a 10-18 season after 
more than 30 years without a cham-
pionship, Kidd jumped on board, and 
continued producing. In his first year 
he was named the Pac-10 Freshman 
of the Year and set the record for 
steals by a freshman at 110. The 
following year, Kidd earned Pac-

Kidd Inducted to Cal’s Hall of Fame

10’s Player of the Year award while 
averaging a double-double with 16.7 
points and 9.1 assists per game. 

Kidd’s NBA career has been leg-
endary. Considered one of the great-
est point guards to ever play the 
game, he was a first-team selection 
five times, Rookie of the Year and 
a ten-time All Star. He won the NBA 
Finals with the Dallas Mavericks 
in 2011. Since retirement from the 
New York Knicks in 2013, Kidd has 

been a coach, most recently as the 
Milwaukee Bucks’ head coach.  

Last year Kidd established a 
basketball scholarship at Cal. 

“Cal has always been home. 
Growing up in the Bay Area and 
then being able to attend Cal, I had 
two of the most incredible years 
there and I’ve always taken pride 
in wearing the Cal shirt and being 
able to say I’m a Golden Bear,” 

Courtesy Jason Kidd

Jason Kidd began his basketball career in Alameda 
with St. Joseph Notre Dame High School’s Pilots. He 
led the local team to two consecutive state titles.
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Sun Staff Reports
Come to Temple 

This is an important time of the 
year for Alameda’s Jewish com-
munity. Temple Israel marks this 
Saturday with three events. They 
have a Torah study and “Art for 
All!” at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 
16. Call 522-9355 to confirm the 
time for the Torah study. 

Then, at 8:30 p.m., in anticipa-
tion of Rosh Hashanah, there will be 
a reading of the penitential poems 
and prayer, the Selichot, followed 
by nosh and conversation. 

The temple will host an open 
house from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 17, to thank the community for 
its support. Come and learn more 
about the temple and its traditions.

Rosh Hashanah begins next 
Wednesday with a Rosh Hashanah 
eve celebration at 7:30 p.m., a 10 
a.m. morning service, a 2 p.m. fam-
ily service and Tashlisch at 3 p.m. 
Melita Silberstein will lead a chil-
dren’s service at 10 a.m. 

Coastal Cleanup Saturday
The Guinness Book of World Re-

cords’ “largest garbage collection 
event ever organized,” California 
Coastal Cleanup Day, has been set 
for this Saturday, Sept. 16, 8:30 a.m. 
to noon. The public is invited to 
join the expected 60,000 statewide 
volunteers in helping remove waste 
from the shoreline at Robert W. 
Crown Memorial State Beach. Vol-

unteers will meet at the beach near 
Park Street and Shore Line Drive.

Bring a refillable water bottle, 
reusable bucket or bag (for trash 
collection), and wear heavy-duty 
gloves, sturdy closed-toe shoes, lay-
ered clothing and a hat or sunscreen. 
Kids under the age of 18 with an adult 
are welcome to volunteer. Water and 
light snacks will be provided. 

To register or become a beach 
captain, visit EBParks.org or call 
(888) 327-2757, option 2. Registra-
tion will also occur on Saturday 
starting at 8:30 a.m. For more in-
formation, call event sponsors: 
Public Works Department at 747-
7900 or East Bay Regional Park 
District at 544-2515.

Driver in Fatal Park Street 
Accident Arraigned

The driver who caused the dead-
ly Memorial Day weekend collision 
on Park Street faced the judge last 
Monday. Jaime Ernesto Africano, 19, 
was arraigned on felonies that in-
clude three counts of gross vehicu-
lar manslaughter while intoxicated.

According to court records Afri-
cano was driving with a blood alco-
hol count of .17, more than twice the 
legal limit. Police determined that he 
was driving up to 79 miles an hour 
southbound on Park Street when 
he lost control of his vehicle and 
collided with an automobile cross-
ing Park at Lincoln Avenue. (“Fatal 

Dennis Evanosky
Hate and bigotry have reared 

their ugly heads yet again in Al-
ameda: the broken windows at 
Temple Israel and flyers with hate 
messages on Sherman Street have 
now been joined by a noose lying 
on the sidewalk near a fence at Al-
ameda High School (AHS).

About 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, administrators at AHS re-
ported the discovery of a noose 
near the school property fence. 
Alameda Police Department (APD) 
Lt. Hoshmand Durani said that 
when officers arrived they dis-
covered a noose fashioned from a 
portion of a thin black nylon rope 

being used to attach a privacy 
screen to the fence.  

According to Durani, A portion 
of the rope, roughly four feet long, 
was pulled from the fence, tied into 
a noose-like knot and left on the 
ground. APD is investigating the 
noose as a hate crime, Durani said. 

The school district notified  
parents less than an hour after the 
discovery. 

Alameda Police Department

Right: officials at Alameda 
High School found this 
rope fashioned into a 

noose near a fence that 
surrounds school property. 

Noose Discovered Near 
Alameda High School

Pot a Burning 
Council Topic
Council considers coming of cannabis

Fred Gardner
It was standing room only Sept. 

5 as the City Council held a “work-
shop” on the prospect of the can-
nabis industry coming to Alameda. 
The Council intends to come up 
with an ordinance regulating com-
mercial production and distribu-
tion before Jan. 1, 2018, when Cali-
fornia’s “legalization” laws kick in.

The city paid the SCI Consultan-
cy Group $60,000 to draft an ordi-
nance for the Council to customize. 
Neil Hall of SCI provided a 20-min-
ute PowerPoint presentation on the 
history of the industry and the rel-
evant laws. The city’s Community 
Development Director Deborah 
Potter told the Council that city 
staff had conducted a randomized 
telephone poll in which 600 Alam-
edans were asked their views on 
medical marijuana and 62 or 63 per-
cent approved. Slightly lower, she 
noted, than the 68 percent of voters 
who supported statewide legaliza-
tion in November 2016.

The City Council then heard from 
members of the public for three 
hours. Everybody had a sense of be-
ing a stakeholder, from the woman 
who had to leave the Island to ob-
tain cannabis for her husband — “it 
was for palliative care!” she said — 
to the man who expressed concern 
about people driving loaded.

Some discussed the merits of 

medical marijuana in general terms 
instead of focusing in practical 
terms on the proposed ordinance. 
However, the ordinance Alameda 
adopts will ultimately reflect the five 
councilmembers’ underlying atti-
tudes towards cannabis as medicine 
— especially its safety profile. And 
their individual inclinations were 
evident in the 90-minute discussion 
that followed the public input.

Only Mayor Trish Spencer seems 
fundamentally in favor of seeing can-
nabis in town. Councilmembers Mar-
ilyn Ezzy-Ashcraft and Frank Matar-
rese seem fundamentally against the 
idea. Councilmember Jim Oddie has 
said his main interest is generating 
revenue for the city. Vice-Mayor Ma-
lia Vella could be the swing vote on 
key aspects of the ordinance when 
the City Council resumes the discus-
sion in November.

Why not October? The Council 
directed staff to provide answers 
to the numerous questions raised 
during the meeting that could af-
fect the wording of the ordinance. 
City Manager Jill Keimach told the 
Council that providing those an-
swers was too complex a task to be 
completed in a month.

Here is a sampling of some spe-
cific questions that city staff will 
likely address:

n Will the City Council add  

Dennis Evanosky
The city is continuing its com-

mitment to build new affordable 
housing and to revamp its exist-
ing affording housing stock. Over 
the next several years, the Al-
ameda Housing Authority (AHA) 
plans to breathe new life into 
some of its aging affordable units. 
Last Monday, the Planning Board 
heard plans to redevelop Rose-
field Villa on Eagle Avenue.

As part of its redevelopment 
pipeline reports in 2010 and 
2015, the city presented plans 
to revamp properties under the 
AHA aegis. The city has success-
fully completed a trio of afford-
able housing projects in the 2010 
report. 

AHA completed the first, the 

62-unit Park Alameda Apartments 
at Park and Central avenues on 
the site of the Islander Motel. The 
authority finished the second 
project, 18 units for adults with 
developmental disabilities, Jack 
Capon Villas, on the south side of 
Lincoln Avenue between Oak and 
Walnut streets in 2013. 

A third project near the Al-
ameda Landing Shopping Center, 
Stargell Commons, opened in 
May on Alameda Landing’s newly 

minted Bette Street with 32 af-
fordable housing units. 

These three projects offer 
1,112 subsidized and affordable 
housing units. 

On Dec. 15, 2015, the city re-
leased a report that presented a 
new five-year development plan. 
Based on that report the city has 
now turned its attention to four 
aging affordable rental projects. 

n Parrot Village/Parrot Gar-
dens stretches along the north-
ern end of St. Charles and Bay 
streets. These properties include 
58 units on 7.1 acres. The Parrot 
Gardens units were built in the 
1930s; Parrot Village, in 1980. 
“The overall combined site pres-
ents a strong opportunity for 

Planning Considers City’s 
Affordable Housing Status

City of Alameda

This housing design is one of a mix proposed for the revamped Rosefield Villa on 
Eagle Avenue between Constitution Way and Webster Street. 
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The city has now 
turned its atten-
tion to four aging 
affordable rental 
projects. 
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