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AHS 60th Reunion on Tap
The Alameda High School class 

of 1957 is hosting its 60th class 
reunion on Saturday, Sept. 23, at 
the Elks Rathskeller, 2255 Santa 
Clara Ave., use the rear entrance on 
the lower level.

Festivities begin at 6 p.m. with 
a no-host reception; a sit-down din-
ner starts at 7:30 p.m. Enjoy a flat 
iron steak, stuffed chicken breast, 
salmon, or crispy polenta cakes, and 
then dance to the music of the 1950s. 

Checks in the amount of $65 
per person payable to 1957 Class 
Reunion are due by tomorrow, 
Friday, Sept. 8. Mail the checks to 
Marilyn Zecher, 3263 Washington 
St., Alameda CA 94501.

City Sponsors Annual  
Retail Job Fair

The City of Alameda will co-
sponsor its third annual Retail Job 
Fair for permanent and temporary 
holiday-season positions available 
at the Alameda Landing and South 
Shore shopping centers along with 
other nearby locations. 

The Job Fair will be held 
Thursday, Sept. 14, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the South Shore Shopping 
Center, across from Trabocco and 
Charming Charlie. 

The Retail Job Fair will have 
hiring representatives from Target, 
Macy’s, TJ Maxx, Charming Charlie, 
Total Woman Gym & Spa and many 
more local and regional employers. 

Currently, 16 businesses have 
registered. Combined, they have 
more than 200 open positions, 
which include cashiers, sales 
associates, baristas, bank tellers 

and pilates instructors. Job seek-
ers should come prepared with 
resumes and dressed in interview-
appropriate attire.

“This is an opportunity for 
local jobs to be filled by residents, 
including students at the College 
of Alameda,” said Debbie Potter, 
the city’s community development 
director. “Retail trade and food ser-
vices are two of the largest employ-
ment sectors in Alameda. The posi-
tions available at the job fair cover 
a wide variety of skill levels.”

Job seekers may register in 
advance at http://bit.ly/2017Alameda 
JobFair to receive additional infor-
mation and a reminder for the event. 

Elks Announce Fundraiser
The Alameda Elks Lodge No. 

1015 has announced its “Shaken, 
Not Stirred” charity fundraiser will 
take place Saturday, Sept. 16, from 
7 to 11 p.m. Proceeds from the 
evening will benefit many East Bay 
community programs.

The James Bond-themed event 
will feature a champagne reception, 
all-night hors d’oeuvres, casino-
style gaming, dancing to the sounds 
of the Generation Gap, a 19-piece 
big band and live and silent auc-
tions. The Elks have pledged to con-
tribute funds raised to programs 
helping veterans, providing care 
packages for active-duty military 
overseas and welcome home treats 
for Coast Guard crews, as well as 
dinners at the local DreamCatcher 
youth homeless shelter, scholar-
ships and more.

Tickets cost $50 in advance 
or $60 at the door. Visit www. 
alamedaelks.org/tickets to pur-
chase or learn more. 

Courtesy photo

New Arts Space Open at Krusi Park
Sun Staff Reports

Local residents, organizations, businesses and the city’s Recreation and 
Parks Department recently teamed up to create a performing arts space 
in Krusi Park. The space is open to the public to express themselves. 

Many volunteers contributed to the effort including professionals who 
donated their services. To learn more about the motivation behind the 
stage’s creation and the team that poured their hearts into it, see Cindy 
Miner-Kapelke’s commentary on page 6. 

Dennis Evanosky
On Dec. 20, 2016, in anticipation 

of Donald Trump’s taking office as 
President of the United States, the 
City Council directed staff to ana-
lyze the potential and realistic finan-
cial impacts of declaring Alameda a 
sanctuary city and to draft legisla-
tion supporting such a declaration. 

In addition Councilmembers 
asked staff to draft a policy instruct-
ing the Alameda Police Department 
(APD) to refuse to honor any 
request by the Trump  adminis-
tration to use any APD resources 
to participate in mass arrests or 
internments mandated by Trump. 
Staff also drafted a policy instruct-
ing all city departments to refuse to 
honor any request from the Trump 
administration to register individu-
als based on their religious beliefs. 

In addition staff drew up a res-
olution that reaffirmed the city’s 
commitment to LGBTQ rights, reli-
gious freedoms and racial, social, 
and economic justice, as well as 
the city’s assurance that it would 
adhere to the values of inclusivity, 
respect and dignity.

On Jan. 17, three days before 
Trump took office, the City Council 
adopted the resolution that 
affirmed the city’s commitment as 
a sanctuary city “to the values of 
dignity, inclusivity and respect for 
all individuals, regardless of ethnic 
or national origin, gender, race, reli-
gious affiliation, sexual orientation, 
or immigration status.” 

Once in office, Trump directed 
his administration to implement 
a policy that requires city manag-
ers of cities receiving federal grant 
money to sign Certifications of 
Compliance from the Department 
of Justice. These documents would 
certify that their cities would not 
restrict sending or receiving infor-
mation regarding citizenship or 
immigration status. 

Alameda was the first city in 
Alameda County that did not agree 
to sign this certification. Both the 
state of California and the City and 
County of San Francisco filed suit 
over the required signatures. If the 
court decides in favor of the state 
and San Francisco, Alameda may be 
able to receive these grant funds in 
the future.

Now, in order for the city to apply 
for the Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG) from the U.S. Department 
of Justice, the Trump administra-
tion is requiring the city to sign a 
Certification of Compliance, some-
thing it has already refused to do. 

“This requirement does not meet 
the intent of the city’s sanctuary city 
resolution. As a result City Manager 
Jill Keimach and City Attorney Janet 
Kern, with concurrence from the 
Police Chief Paul Rolleri will not sign 

such certification,” the city stated in 
a press release.

“The City provides public 
safety for all, regardless of immi-
gration status. Without a signed 
Certification of Compliance, APD 
will not be able to accept an award 
from the Department of Justice.” 

The City of Alameda’s annual 
budget for services such as police, 
fire, parks, roads and sidewalks is 
$249 million. Each year, millions 
of the city’s budget dollars come 
from grant funding. For the last 10 
years, one source of the city’s grant 
funding has been the JAG grant, 
with awards ranging from $32,139 
in 2007 to $12,352 in 2016. This 
year, Alameda’s JAG funding was 
estimated have been $11,537.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

City Stands Up 
to U.S. President

County Task Force 
Deploys to Houston

“The City provides 
public safety for 
all, regardless of 
immigration  
status.”

— City of Alameda

Building 5 
Cleanup
Underway

Dennis Evanosky
The Navy has announced that 

it has scheduled cleanup activities 
at several shallow groundwater 
sites in and around Building 5 at 
West Tower Avenue and Monarch 
Street at Alameda Point. Building 
5 served the Navy as its air rework 
facility. Personnel not only cleaned, 
reworked and manufactured metal 
parts, but applied radioluminescent 
paint to aircraft dial faces and refur-
bished aircraft instrumentation. 

The shallow groundwater at the 
cleanup site contains volatile organ-
ic compounds (VOC). The Navy 
will install groundwater-monitoring 
wells to evaluate these VOC con-
centrations. The remedy for shal-
low groundwater at the site con-
sists of treating the VOC-impacted 
water, monitoring that water and 
implementing institutional controls. 

Operations in Building 5 ceased 
in 1993, four years before the Naval 
Air Station closed. 

The Navy says that it will con-
fine remediation activities to the 
area within and immediately adja-
cent to Building 5. The project does 
not require the use of heavy equip-
ment or trucking of material to or 
from the site. The Navy expects no 
significant impact on traffic.

Dennis Evanosky
On Friday, Aug. 25, Gov. Jerry 

Brown ordered search-and-rescue 
task forces across the state to aid 
the national response to Hurricane 
Harvey. Alameda County Task 
Force 4 was among the task forc-
es that Brown ordered to Texas. 
Alameda Fire Department is a mem-
ber of Task Force 4. 

“We deployed Saturday night 
around 10 p.m., and drove straight 
through to San Antonio, Tex., arriv-
ing around 6 p.m. Monday night,” 
Oakland Fire Department Battalion 
Chief Robert Lipp, a member of the 
task force, wrote in a Facebook post.

Task force members spent 
the night at College Station, Tex., 
and then drove to Fulshear and 

Simonton, where they began evacu-
ating residents by boat. 

“We also had the unique experi-
ence of opening gates and fences to 
allow large livestock to escape the 
flooding,” Lipp wrote.

They stayed in a base camp 
set up in Katy, Tex., and spent 
Thursday, Aug. 31, and Friday, Sept. 
1, in Wharton, helping trapped resi-
dents evacuate to safety. 

“We have been working very 
long hours, doing arduous tasks.” 
Lipp wrote. “However, all of our 
team members are proud of our 
accomplishments in helping the 
people of Texas, and take great 
satisfaction in the positive impact 
we have had on the communities 
where we have been assigned. We 

don’t know what tomorrow has in 
store, but we will be up early and 
prepared to move to whatever area 
needs our assistance.” 

Alameda County Task Force 4 
served at the World Trade Center 
in New York City in the days follow-
ing the 9-11 attack. The task force 
also saw front-line service in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina in New 
Orleans in August and September 
2005 and after Hurricane Rita in 
September of that same year.   

Forty-seven members of the team 
returned home, arriving to a heroes’ 
welcome at Oakland International 
Airport on Labor Day evening. The 
remaining 26 members are driving 
equipment back to California and are 
expected home today or tomorrow.

Sun Staff Reports
The city is offering the public a 

chance to comment on the recent-
ly released citywide plan to pro-
vide more transportation options 
for Alamedans at upcoming public 
hearings in the council chambers.

Residents will have the oppor-
tunity to give city officials feedback 
on the initial draft of the city’s 
Transportation Choices Plan at the 
Planning Board Meeting on Sept. 25, 
at the transportation commission 
meeting on Sept. 27 and the City 
Council meeting on Oct. 17.

The purpose of the plan is to help 
ensure the City sustains its high qual-
ity of life as the population continues 
to grow. The city aims to reduce 
thousands of drive-alone trips at the 
crossings and through Alameda over 
the next 15 years.

The plan projects and programs 
are expected to increase trips not 
driven alone by almost 14 percent. 
This reflects an increase from the 
2030 baseline of 24,200 trips versus 
27,500 trips on a typical weekday. It 
is also expected to decrease drive- 

alone trips at estuary crossings 
from the 2030 baseline of 14,400 
trips to 12,700 trips in the morning 
peak hour. This represents a 12 
percent decrease.

The next steps involve imple-
menting the plan, which already is 
partially funded through grants and 
local monies in the two-year bud-
get and the Capital Improvement 
Program totaling $61 million. To 
view the Transportation Choices 
Plan, visit https://alamedaca.gov/
transportation-choices-plan.  

City Pens Traffic Plan 

Alameda County Task Force 4

Members of Alameda County Task Force 4 listen to a briefing on the ground in 
Texas in the wake of Hurricane Harvey. The task force, which includes the Alameda 
Fire Department, departed for Houston on Aug. 26. 


