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HAPPY 

POPCORN DAYS
- FIRST WEEKEND AFTER LABOR DAY -

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 6:43 19:32
Sept. 7 6:44 19:31
Sept. 8 6:45 19:29
Sept. 9 6:46 19:28
Sept. 10 6:46 19:26
Sept. 11 6:47 19:25
Sept. 12 6:48 19:23

Frances Martinez

Library science lecture series 
starts with climate change

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
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ISLAND ARTS 
LoveOurIsland    Page 12
Art walk featuring live music, 
window installations slated.

Alameda Running Festival 
coming up on the West End.
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Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!
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LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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SJND Students Visit 
U.S.-Mexico Border

Courtesy St. Joseph Notre 
Dame High School

This past summer, 17 students 
from St. Joseph Notre Dame High 
School (SJND) traveled to Imperial 
Beach, just north of the border 
between the United States and 
Mexico, for an exercise in service 
leadership. As participants in the 
Sierra Service Project (SSP), stu-
dents had the opportunity to work 
on home-improvement projects 
for selected members of the com-
munity who could not afford to 
undertake these projects without 
assistance from SSP. 

Projects ranged from house 
painting to fence-and-deck repair, 
gardening to building a handicap 
access ramp. In addition to serving 
the community, students learned 
about the socio-economic chal-
lenges of Imperial Beach, including 
its relatively high rate of residents 
living below the federal poverty 
line and an increase in gentrifica-
tion caused by tourism.

Senior Emma Courville, who 
has been on two SSP trips, called it 
one of the “most memorable” expe-
riences of her time at SJND.

“One of the home owners that 
my group had (we had three hous-

es in total) was a couple who had 
adopted 10 children,” Courville 
said. “Their kids were all different 
ages and they came from broken 
homes and difficult backgrounds. 
The mother was the most hospi-
table person that I have ever met. 
Her personality and character was 
so kind and warm-hearted. She wel-
comed us into her home and she 
took the time to get to know us,” 

“It felt very rewarding to be 
able to fix up their houses and be 
able to give back because I could 
see the difference that we made in 
someone else’s life,” Courville said.

SJND students also visited 
a spot on the border separat-
ing Imperial Beach from Tijuana 
known as Friendship Park where 
family members on opposite sides 

of the border have the opportu-
nity to meet. After approximately 
a one-mile hike up an unpaved, 
dusty road, students met with a 
pair of liaison agents from the U.S. 
Border Patrol who answered ques-
tions before escorting the group 
through a locked gate where they 
were able to approach the actual 
border fence. 

In addition to metal bars, the 
fence is covered in mesh that only 
a pinkie finger can fit through. 
Through the fence, students could 
catch glimpses of the flurry of 
activity and hear the lively maria-
chi music on the Mexican side — a 
stark contrast from the American 
side, and a powerful experience 
for many.

“When we arrived at Friendship 
Park, I was excited to be so close to 
Mexico,” said senior Iriana Aranda. 
“That was the bright side of this 
trip, being so close to my heritage. 
The sad part was being divided by 
a large wall, not able to venture 
forth and meet people from our 
border country.” 

“It was heartbreaking to see 
how excited the people were to see 
us in the park. But their smiles did 

Courtesy photo

Students from Alameda meet with a U.S. Border Patrol officer on a special trip this 
summer to learn about public service.
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After approximate-
ly a one-mile hike 
up an unpaved, 
dusty road, stu-
dents met with 
a pair of liaison 
agents from the 
U.S. Border Patrol.

Eric J. Kos
Alameda resident Craig 

Coombs, 57, has set a personal 
mission to be the first person 
complete a swim around the Main 
Island. Coombs plans to start his 
swim from the jetty on the east 
side of Crown Beach (in front of 
the bowling alley) at 3:15 a.m. He 
then intends to swim clockwise 
around the Island City. If all goes as 
Coombs expects, the entire swim 
will take eight hours, give or take 
30 minutes. 

What Coombs really hopes will 
happen is that he beats the existing 
record of 7 hours, 38 minutes and 
39.5 seconds. If that’s the case, he 
will return to the east end of Crown 
Beach sometime before 11 a.m. The 
water temperature should be in the 
high 60s. Coombs expects to set up 
a website to track his progress in 
real time.

Preparing to Make History
Coombs worked with a number 

of his swimming friends to perpare 
and learn the course over the past 
two years. They’ve swum every 
portion of the Island at least twice. 

“It’s a complicated and demand-
ing swim,” said Coombs. “To be 
successful, one must swim only 
during certain phases of the moon 
and accommodate two tide chang-
es. You must be done before the 
afternoon winds kick up. This swim 
is a real joy, though, because every 
mile has interesting and beautiful 
views of our island.” 

The swim will be conducted 
following the rules of the Marathon 
Swimming Federation (MSF), which 
will certify the swim if successful. 
Coombs will be allowed to wear 
a competition swim suit, cap and 
goggles. He will not be permitted 

to wear a wetsuit or listen to music, 
which he could use as a pacing 
aid.  Every part of the swim will 
be documented by MSF observer 
Ranie Pearce on a tracking boat. 

During the swim, Coombs will 
be thrown a bottle of liquid food 
every half hour by his manager, 
Danielle Ruymaker. At no point can 
Coombs touch the boat or any sup-
port or stand on the shore to rest. 
He is not permitted to touch any-
one else or even draft off anyone 
swimming nearby. The entire swim 
must be accomplished with only 
his own unaided physical ability.   

Past ‘Circumnavigations’
The first record of the Island 

being circumnavigated by a swim-
mer appears in an Oakland Tribune 
article of May 31, 1927. In a contest 
sponsored by Neptune Beach with 
a $1,000 first prize, 30 swimmers 
entered the water and three fin-
ished. The winner, Bryon “Flying 
Fish” Summers, beat the second-
place swimmer by more than an 
hour in a time of 7:52:30.0. The 
swim, estimated at 14 miles, was 

conducted prior to the landfill that 
created Alameda Naval Air Station 
and South Shore.

The next time any newspaper 
noted a swimming circumnavi-
gation of Alameda’s Main Island 
occurred on Aug. 19, 1951, when 
47-year-old Al Kallunki success-
fully completed the swim on his 
third try. He set a new record at 
7:38:39.5. This swim was conducted 
prior to the landfill that created 
South Shore and was determined 
to be 14.66 miles long. The cur-
rent distance necessary to swim 
the perimeter of the Island is 15.8 
miles. 

There has been no documented 
swim around the Island since 1951. 
Locals contend that Jim Barry may 
have done so around 1980, but this 
was never properly witnessed or 
documented, according to Coombs.

“I spoke with Barry’s swim 
coach, Alamedan Ashley Jones 
about his observation of Barry’s 
swim around the Island,” said 
Coombs. “Ash said that the whole 
swim was very informal and that 

Local to Attempt Setting Record for 
Swimming around the Island City
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Courtesy Craig Coombs

The May 31, 1927, edition of the Oakland Tribune car-
ried this headline about the swim race that took place 
on the opening day of the Neptune Beach amusement 
park in Alameda. 

Richard Bangert
Ospreys returned again this 

year to nest at Alameda Point’s 
Seaplane Lagoon. But midway 
through the rearing process, the 
female became the sole provider 
and protector of her three chicks, 
after the male became entangled 
in fishing line. Such osprey single 
parenting is unheard of. The nest 
on an old Navy light stand at the 
entrance to the Seaplane Lagoon 
is familiar to the ospreys, having 
raised young here before. The 
crown of sticks has become part 
of the fixture, decorated by the 
ospreys with “arts and crafts” 
bits of fabric and string. 

The osprey adults were first 
seen by osprey watchers feed-
ing the unseen chicks deep in 
the nest on May 20, and two 
weeks later three wobbly chicks 
were seen popping their heads 
up within view. All was going well 
until June 19. On that day, the 
male returned from a foraging 
trip empty-handed. With his legs 
wrapped in fishing line and a red 
and white bobber dangling in the 
wind, he flew over the nest mak-
ing eye contact with his mate. 

This remarkable and heart-
wrenching scene was captured 
in a photo by local photogra-
pher and boater Phil Dauber, 

who was aboard his boat 
observing the ospreys. The 
male was never seen again. With 
the male gone, the young chicks 
were vulnerable to attack by 
other birds and intrusions into 
the nest to retrieve fish scraps 
while the female was gone. But 
the female quickly stepped up 
her game. 

“The female would not allow 
other birds near the nest, and it 
would seem that her authority 
was soon accepted by neighbor-
ing birds,” said Leora Feeney 
with Golden Gate Audubon 

Phil Dauber

Male osprey tangled 
in fishing line flies over 
its mate at their nest on 

June 19 at Alameda 
Point. This was the last 
day observers saw the 

male osprey.

Osprey Family Thrives 
in Face of Adversity
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Dennis Evanosky
Ocean Cleanup (OC) 

announced that it finished the 
six-month task of assembling 
“System 001” at Alameda Point 
last Friday, Aug. 31. Tomorrow, 
Sept. 7, the company will trans-
fer the system from Seaplane 
Lagoon to the offshore supply 
ship Maersk Launcher. Then 
on Sunday the Launcher, with 
System 001 in tow, will sail out 
the Golden Gate on its way to 
help clean up the Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch (GPGP). 

Located halfway between 
Hawaii and California, GPGP is 
the largest of the five offshore 
plastic accumulation zones in 
the world’s oceans. OC faces a 
challenge more complicated 
than simply vacuuming a gar-
bage patch floating on the top of 
Pacific Ocean waters. In fact, call-
ing this accumulation of debris a 
“garbage patch” does not accu-
rately describe what awaits OC.  

The United States Department 
of Commerce’s National Ocean 
Service (NOS) tells us that GPGP 
is not a large and continuous 
patch of easily visible marine 
debris such as bottles and other 
litter and is not akin to a literal 
island of trash that should be 
visible with satellite or aerial 
photographs.

Instead of attacking the non-
conventional garbage patch with 
conventional vessels and nets, 
OC is deploying a “passive sys-
tem,” which the company says 
will remove half the massive 
garbage patch in five years. OC 

describes System 001 as “a 600-
meter- (1,969-foot-) long floater 
that sits at the surface of the 
water with a  tapered 3-meter- 
(10-foot-) deep skirt attached 
below. OC says that the floater 
provides buoyancy to the system 
and prevents plastic from flow-
ing over it, while the skirt stops 
debris from escaping underneath.

“Natural forces move the sys-
tem faster than the plastic,” OC 
states on its website. This allows 
System 001 to capture the plas-
tic located in its center. Then 
every few months a vessel acting 
as a floating garbage truck will 
arrive and remove the plastic 
that the system has accumulated. 
OC plans to then recycle the col-
lected debris. 

On its website, OC states that 
it designed its floating systems 
to capture plastics ranging from 
small pieces to large debris like 
discarded fishing nets. OC will 
equip its systems with naviga-
tion lights, GPS, satellite com-
munication equipment, cameras 
and marine tracking devices and 
solar panels to power the elec-
trical equipment on the system 
while it is out at sea. OC points 
out that solar energy powers all 
the electronics on its systems.

The company says that it 
hopes to use a full-scale clean-
up arrangement, consisting of 
some 60 systems, like the one it is 
launching on Saturday, to rid GPGP 
of half it debris in five years. 

See a related story on page 
10. Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Ocean Cleanup 
Set to Launch

Ocean Cleanup

Workers assemble “System 101” on Seaplane Lagoon 
at Alameda Point. Ocean Cleanup is preparing systems 
like the one shown here to help rid the massive Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch of half its debris over a five-year 
period. 


