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Sun Staff Reports

East Bay Innovation Awards 
Nominations Open 

The East Bay Innovation 
Awards (iAwards) is now accept-
ing nominations for companies 
and organizations that make the 
East Bay the center of innova-
tion and creativity. Hosted by the 
East Bay Economic Development 
Alliance, the iAwards ceremony 
highlights the competitive advan-
tages of the East Bay and show-
cases outstanding companies 
who embrace innovation in their 
manufacturing, services, design 
and information. 

In the last five years, nine 
Alameda-based companies have 
been finalists for the prestigious 
iAwards, five of which have won. 

To nominate an Alameda busi-
ness, visit https://iawards.east-
bayeda.org and submit by Friday, 
Sept. 15. 

Public Art Proposals  
Wanted Soon

In September, the City of 
Alameda will be releasing two 
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for 
new public art in Alameda: one for 
physical art totaling $262,500, and 
one for cultural arts and arts pro-
gramming totaling $87,500. 

Although all artwork must be 
publicly accessible, locations for 

the artwork are not pre-assigned. 
Rather, artists can propose on any 
private or public property in the 
city, with support from the prop-
erty owner. 

For more information, or to 
be notified when the RFPs are 
released, contact Amanda Gehrke 
at agehrke@alamedaca.gov.

Free Child Car Seat 
Inspections Sept. 9

The Alameda Police 
Department (APD) is hosting a 
free child car seat installation 
and inspection from 10 a.m. to 
noon, Saturday, Sept. 9, in the 
Oak Street parking lot between 
City Hall and APD headquarters. 
Car seat inspection specialist Bob 
Rollins will conduct the inspec-
tions. Rollins is a 30-year veteran 
of the Berkeley Police Department 
who volunteers with APD.  

California law requires that 
parents properly restrain all chil-
dren in appropriate child safety 
seats until the children are six 
years old or weigh 60 pounds. 
In addition, state law requires 
that parents place newborns in 
rear-facing safety seats until the 
children are at least two years 
old. After the age of two, parents 
must place children in forward-
facing safety seats until the chil-
dren exceed their seats’ height 
and weight limits.

Dennis Evanosky
The College of Alameda has 

announced that the California 
Community Colleges’ chancellor’s 
office has awarded the school 
$250,000 to create a makerspace 
community. Makerspace.com 
describes the concept as com-
munity centers with tools. These 
centers enable 
participants to 
design, proto-
type and create 
m a n u f a c t u r e d 
works that 
wouldn’t be pos-
sible to create 
with the resourc-
es available 
to individuals 
working alone, 
Makerspace.com 
says. People with shared inter-
ests, especially in computing or 
technology, can work on projects 
at makerspaces while sharing 
ideas, equipment and knowledge.

On her website Renovated 
Learning.com, Diana Rendina 
describes a makerspace as “a 
place where students can gather 
to create, invent, tinker, explore 
and discover using a variety of 
tools and materials.” 

“Makerspaces represent the 
democratization of design, engi-
neering, fabrication and educa-
tion,” Makerspace.com states. 

These spaces are facilitating 
what some consider the next 
industrial revolution. The grant 
will allow students at the College 
of Alameda to join this revolution, 
using new digital design tech-
nologies and prototyping tech-
niques in a specially designed 
facility right on campus. Rather 
than makerspaces some call 
these facilities “fabrication labo-
ratories,” and the students at the 
College of Alameda have dubbed 
theirs “FabLab.” 

The college has contracted 
with Idea Builder to develop its 
FabLab, which will open its doors 
next spring. A three-dimensional 
model of the new facility can be 
viewed online at http://alameda.
peralta.edu/fablab. 

“The College of Alameda’s 
FabLab will provide students 
access to state-of-the-art digital 
fabrication equipment, which 
is standard in many industries 
today,” said Danny Beesley, Idea 
Builder founder and principal. For 
example, students will learn how 
to use digital fabrication tools, 
including state-of-the-art 3D print-
ers and a computer numerical 
control router, the digital-age rela-
tive of a favorite cutting tool. 

According to Beesley, the col-
lege’s FabLab will enhance exist-
ing curriculum and programs and 
serve as the homebase for the 
creation of new courses. 

“Students will get direct hands-
on experience in the lab, using the 
equipment to not only to com-

plete classroom assignments, but 
to create products and solutions 
for local industry and entrepre-
neurship as well,” Beesley said. 
FabLab students will learn by 
doing assignments that inspire 
them the most. 

Projects that students will 
be able to pursue in the FabLab 

include: tan-
gibles for assist-
ing in teaching 
complex math, 
engineering and 
physics prin-
cipals; custom 
signage; promo-
tional goods; 
consumer elec-
tronics; furni-
ture; displays; 
biotech equip-

ment; custom clothing and fash-
ion products; household goods; 
and automotive accessories and 
aftermarket parts.

Once the FabLab is operating, 
some 50 students could benefit 
from paid internships. 

A number of local organiza-
tions provided letters of sup-
port for College of Alameda’s 
makerspace grant, including the 
Alameda Chamber of Commerce, 
the City of Alameda, Alameda 
Boys and Girls Club, Bay Ship & 
Yacht, the West Alameda Business 
Association, McGuire Hester, 
Golden Gate Audubon Society and 
Sila Nanotechnologies.

For its makerspace proposal 
the College of Alameda identified 
ecosystem partners, assessed stu-
dents’ interests and involved the 
school’s faculty. The grant will 
fund curriculum development and 
internships to develop students’ 
innovation and entrepreneurial 
skills. 

Community colleges across 
California are building maker-
spaces so that students, facul-
ty, staff and others with shared 
interests may collaborate with 
others throughout the state. 
They will learn to use tools, com-
plete class projects and develop 
their knowledge through explo-
ration and hands-on experienc-
es, according to Carol Pepper-
Kittredge, California Community 
Colleges’ maker statewide proj-
ect manager.

“Makerspace community mem-
bers collaborate and teach other, 
enabling students, faculty and 
business owners to interact in 
ways not possible in the class-
room, enriching students’ educa-
tion,” said Pepper-Kittredge. 

“As a result of this grant, our 
college will develop an innovative 
education model that will bet-
ter prepare students for careers 
in our regional economy and 
beyond,” said Timothy Karas, 
Ph.D., College of Alameda presi-
dent. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky

Left to right: Mayor Trish Spencer presented commendations to Jack Davis, Adam 
Fishbaugh and Brendan McCauley on Aug. 23. Davis and McCauley live in town. 

Lifeguards, Resident 
Honored for Rescue

College of Alameda Nets 
New Makerspace Grant

News in Brief

Alameda residents saved couple from capsized jetski

“Makerspaces 
represent the 
democratization 
of design, engi-
neering, fabrica-
tion and  
education.”

— Makerspace.com

Sun Staff Reports
Mayor Trish Spencer awarded 

Certificates of Recognition to three 
Alamedans on Wednesday, Aug. 23, 
for their brave rescue of a dis-
tressed couple last month. 

They received their certificates 
in front of family members at coun-
cil chambers in City Hall. 

The rescue took place July 15 
on the water adjoining the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Regional Shoreline 
along Doolittle Drive. The couple, 
a man and a woman, were riding a 
Wave Runner in the water before 

it crashed and capsized around 
6:50 p.m., according to Brendan 
Macaulay, one of the rescuers. 
They used the vessel’s seat cush-
ion to stay afloat. The individuals 
were not wearing lifejackets.  

The rescuers, Macaulay, Jack 
Davis and Adam Fishbaugh, dove 
into the water while someone 
called 911. The lifeguards reached 
the swimmers and brought them to 
shore, while reassuring the woman 
who was panicking. The other 
boater told the men, “I thought we 
were done.” Fire personnel arrived 

shortly after the couple was res-
cued to offer medical assistance.

The rescue almost did not happen 
as the three men were passing by 
the area by coincidence. Macaulay, a 
former lifeguard, was driving home. 
The two younger men, Davis and 
Fishbaugh, were driving home after 
returning from their jobs as lifeguards 
at Cull Canyon Regional Park in 
Castro Valley. Both groups recognized 
the couple’s distress and immediate-
ly drove back to assist. Macaulay 
did not know Davis and Fishbaugh 
before the incident.

Fred Gardner
At a session preceding its Sept. 

5 meeting, the City Council will offer 
the first reading of an ordinance 
establishing rules for dispensaries 
and other cannabis-related busi-
nesses. 

SCI Consulting Group recom-
mends the eventual permitting of 
three dispensaries — one serving 
medical users and two for recre-
ational users — in specified areas 
of the city. On-site vaporization at 
dispensaries would be banned, as 
would outdoor cultivation of can-
nabis for commercial purposes.

Indoor cultivation for commer-
cial purposes would be allowed 
under the proposed ordinance, as 
would manufacturing, distribution 

and lab testing of cannabis products. 
“Regulations applicable to each 

business activity are contained in 
the draft ordinance,” City Manager 
Jill Keimach wrote in a note to 
the City Council. Proprietors would 
first require a conditional use per-
mit to do business at a given site. 
Then they would need a regulatory 
permit from the Alameda Police 
Department, which would inves-
tigate the applicant’s background 
and proposed security plan.  

The proposed ordinance pro-
vides no advantage to current resi-
dents hoping to launch cannabis 
businesses — a disappointment 
to Rich Moskowitz, spokesman 
for Alamedans for Safe Cannabis 
Access (ASCA). At the Sept. 5 meet-

ing, ASCA will submit some 600 sig-
natures calling on the City Council 
to “prioritize local ownership.”

Another pot partisan, Sharon 
Golden of the Alameda Island 
Cannabis Community, is proposing 
that “the tax and fee revenues that are 
accrued from cannabis businesses be 
captured into a community fund that 
benefits Alameda’s social programs.”

SCI estimates that “a city of 80,000 
people should generate between 
$800,000 and $1.6 million in local 
cannabis business taxes per year.” 

“This ‘rule-of-thumb’ is based 
primarily on taxes generated from 
dispensaries,” Keimach wrote. She 
expects that taxes paid by other 
cannabis-based enterprises will gen-
erate more revenue for Alameda.

Althea Welter
Monday, Aug. 21, on my first day 

ever at Wood Middle School, I wit-
nessed my first eclipse. Since it was 
the first day of school and an eclipse, 
the teachers planned a special day. 
I could see the telescopes being set 
up on the playground before school. 
After that we got special glasses that 
we decorated any way we wanted. 
We stayed with our advisory classes 
all day and learned about the math 
and history of eclipses. 

In math we learned about how 
the moon is able to block out the 
sun. The moon’s size is one four 
hundredths of the sun. You would 
think it would be impossible for the 
moon to cover up the entire sun, 
but the moon is 400 times closer 
than the sun so that it appears as 
big as the sun. Pretty cool, right? 
The math teacher showed us how 

to do some math to help us under-
stand how the eclipse works.

In history, we learned about the 
folklore and myths surrounding the 
eclipse. One of the myths included 
Maui whom many of my classmates 
recognized from the movie Moana. 
Another one of my favorite myths 
was about the sun god, Ra, from 
Egyptian mythology. We read other 
stories from Chinese, Norse and 
other mythologies. 

Finally after going over the safe-
ty procedures we went outside to 
view the eclipse. Outside not only 
did we watch the eclipse but there 
were telescopes, chalk and even 
a green screen. Some kids didn’t 
know what a green screen was so 
our teacher explained that it’s used 
to put a picture behind you.

 At first I didn’t want to do the 
green screen, but I realized that it 

was really fun because it looked 
like we were floating through the 
galaxy! After the green screen the 
other students and I looked up to 
marvel at the eclipse. It really was 
beautiful. It looked so cool, espe-
cially through the glasses because 
when you look through them all 
you can see is the sun and every-
thing else was black. 

Later in the classroom my 
friends and I talked about how 
amazing it was. My friends Makayla, 
Zeke and Sadie all agreed that it 
was way better than anyone was 
expecting. I must say it truly was 
amazing. I’ll always remember my 
first day of middle school with a 
smile on my face.

Althea Welter is an Alameda 
student. 

Turn to page 8 to see how more 
Alamedans enjoyed the eclipse.

Fei Ouyang

While Althea witnessed the eclipse at Wood Middle School (see story below), Ms. 
Eichel’s first-grade class were doing the same at Maya Lin School (above). One par-
ent explained that the first-graders thought the eclipse looked like a moon.

Students Experience 
Unique First Day

Council to Weigh Pot Ordinance


