
Ekene Ikeme
Investigators from the Alameda 

Police Department (APD) Violent 
Crimes Unit arrested two sus-
pects on Monday, Aug. 20, for 
the April homicide of an Alameda 
business owner.

Paul Paez, a 38-year-old 
Hispanic male and Donte Holloway, 
a 39-year-old African-American 
male, were arrested for the murder 
of 61-year-old Cindy Le. Both men 
are from Oakland.

Paez was officially charged 
with murder, second-degree rob-
bery, attempted second-degree 
robbery and more. Holloway 
was charged with the same three 
offenses, but also assault with a 
deadly weapon and a parole vio-
lation. Paez is being held at Santa 
Rita Jail, while Holloway is being 

held at Glenn 
Dyer Jail. 

The homi-
cide was the 
result of an 
attempted rob-
bery by the pair 
at the Pho Anh 
Dao restaurant, 
at 1919 Webster 
St., (“Robbery 
Escalates into 
Year’s First 
H o m i c i d e , ” 
April 17). 
Le was the restaurant’s owner. 
According to APD, the robbery 
attempt gone wrong took place at 
about 11 p.m. on Friday, April 6. 

Surveillance video, taken from 
a business next door, showed the 
struggle between Le and the two 

suspects out-
side the restau-
rant, accord-
ing to court 
d o c u m e n t s . 
Investigators 
believe the 
alleged mur-
derers were 
trying to steal 
Le’s purse. 
Holloway alleg-
edly used a 
metal pipe. 

Paez is 
accused of punching Le, causing 
her to fall and hit her head on the 
pavement, causing the fatal injury. 
Her daughter’s 28-year-old boy-
friend was also injured while trying 
to help. APD Lt. Wayland Gee said  
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Date Rise Set
Today 06:37 19:43
August 31 06:38 19:41
Sept. 1 06:39 19:40
Sept. 2 06:40 19:38
Sept. 3 06:40 19:37
Sept. 4 06:41 19:35
Sept. 5 06:42 19:34

Frances Martinez
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Alameda Photographic Society 

new exhibition to open.
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Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda is elect-

ing not to submit an applica-
tion for the 2018 Byrne Justice 
Assistance Grant (JAG) from 
the U.S. Department of Justice 
(USDOJ). Chief of Police Paul 
Rolleri advised Alameda County 
officials that the city would not 
apply for this federal grant. This 
means Alameda’s allotted funds, a 
total of $10,511.75, will be distrib-
uted to other agencies in Alameda 
County. 

Last year, a new procedure 
was established in order for the 
city to apply for this grant, which 
required the City Manager to cer-
tify that the city does not restrict 
sending or receiving information 
regarding citizenship or immigra-
tion status. Alameda was the first 

city in Alameda County that did 
not agree to sign the Certification 
of Compliance from USDOJ.

Alameda provides public safe-
ty for all, regardless of immigra-
tion status. The certification from 
USDOJ does not meet the intent of 
the City Council’s Sanctuary City 
Resolution adopted in January 
2017. The resolution affirmed the 
city’s commitment to the values 
of dignity, inclusivity and respect 
for all individuals, regardless of 
ethnic or national origin, gender, 
race, religious affiliation, sexual 
orientation or immigration status. 

Alameda’s resolution reaf-
firmed the stand the city has 
taken for many years against 
biased, racist and unconstitu-
tional acts against undocument-
ed immigrants.     

West End Murder 
Suspects Nabbed

Wild Poetry 
Bomber Strikes 
in Island City
Photo & story by Eric J. Kos

Neighbors of Franklin Park and 
Park Street, among other places, 
have noticed the sudden appear-
ance of unattributed aphorisms 
this week written in chalk on the 
sidewalk. An unidentified poet has 
been hard at work executing posi-
tive messages in impeccable hand 
writing on the concrete in various 
places in the city. 

Messages include “You are so 
loved!” and “Smile at a stranger 
today. Someone needs your smile!” 
Most are accompanied by a small 
heart icon. In some cases, the mes-
sage had a distinct “Back to School” 
flavor as pictured at right on San 
Antonio Avenue near Franklin School.   

The messages on Park Street 
at times targeted parents as in 
“Happy parents make happy kids.” 
The saying that “Your grandmoth-
ers’ prayers are still protecting 
you,” stood out as particularly 
moving to me, personally. 

Whoever left these messages 
took much effort to create a more 
positive outlook in the Island City. 
The low-tech text messaging has 
started a buzz on social media 
as Alamedans attempt to deter-
mine the identity of the Island City 
Poetry Bomber.

Sun Staff Reports
“Clear the Shelter,” which 

ended Sunday, marked the 
third free-adoption event this 
year sponsored by the Alameda 
Support Foundation (Mary Elena 
Goodan and Les Hilger) for the 
Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS). The two organiza-
tions might hold one more before 
the end of the year depending on 
shelter population. 

“We’re very grateful for the 
Alameda Support Foundation’s 
sponsorship,” said FAAS Marketing, 

communications and development 
coordinator Carla Thornton. “It’s 
really a win-win-win — pets get 
adopted, adopters enjoy a no-fee 
adoption, and the ASF awards FAAS 
$200 for every adoption processed 
during the event.”

The event took place Aug. 18 
through 26. The first day coincided 
with NBC’s “Clear the Shelters” a 
one-day annual adoption event. 

Locally, 29 animals in all: 16 
cats, eight dogs, four rabbits, 
one  bird and one guinea pig were 
adopted during the event. “That’s 
about three times our average daily 

adoption rate, which is great,” said 
Thornton.

Two long-term dogs, Antoinette 
and Mack, who had been in the 
Alameda shelter for almost a year, 
found homes. Still, the event didn’t 
quite clear the shelter, as of Monday 
FAAS still had 16 dogs, 27 cats and 
three rabbits available for adop-
tion. This includes the shelter’s lon-
gest resident, April, a three-year-old 
boxer mix. She has been living for 
more than a year at FAAS. 

The shelter is located at 1590 
Fortmann Way. For more informa-
tion, visit alamedaanimalshelter.org.

Many Animals Find New Homes
Event a success for Friends of Alameda Animal Shelter

City May Use Eminent 
Domain for UP Property

Courtesy photo

After staying at FAAS for almost a year, Emmett was adopted at the Clear the Shelter 
event last weekend. Staff grew attached to the charming pup during his stay, and 
celebrated along with him. Pictured are, top row: FAAS staffers Chris O’Connell, 
Kelly Fong and Levi Lopez; middle row from left: Shannon Shelby, Nanou Ballou and 
Becca Levine and bottom row: Emmett.

Courtesy Alameda Police Department

Paul Paez, left, and Donte 
Holloway are being held in 
connection with the murder 
of an Alameda business 
owner in April.

City Passes on $10,500
Alameda won’t apply for USDOJ cash

Maps courtesy City of Alameda

The maps above depict the 
east (top) and west ends 
of Jean Sweeney Park and 
the adjoining former rail-
road property the city is 
considering taking over.

This map shows the former railroad right of way that 
would become city property if all goes according to 
plan. The long-vacant parcel belongs to the Union 
Pacific Railroad. 

Dennis Evanosky
At its Tuesday, Sept. 4, meet-

ing, the City Council is scheduled 
to consider acquiring properties 
from the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UP) using the power of eminent 
domain. The properties in question 
include 1.56 acres that made up 
part of the historic railroad right-of-
way along today’s Tilden Way and 
2.8 acres once part of the southern 
and western fringes of the Alameda 
Belt Line’s railroad yard in today’s 
Jean Sweeney 
Park.

In its report 
to the City 
Council, city 
staff states that 
the city needs 
the property 
along Tilden 
Way to cre-
ate a continuous truck route from 
Clement Avenue through UP’s prop-
erty to Tilden Way. In addition, 
city staff states in its report that 
acquiring the property would allow 
the city to improve traffic with a 
“queue jump lane” that would allow 
buses to maneuver around traffic at 
the stop lights on Tilden Way. 

The staff report states that the 
city needs to acquire 2.8 acres of 
the 4.52 acres that UP still owns 
near Jean Sweeney Park to allow 
better public access to the park. 
Staff points out that without the 
city’s owning these properties,  the 
south end of the park would remain 
inaccessible and the city would 

not be able to complete the gate-
way to the Cross Alameda Trail at 
Constitution Way at a standard that 
would allow the best pedestrian 
and bicycle access and safety.  

According to city staff, without 
the Tilden Way property, the Cross 
Alameda Trail would remain incom-
plete. This would inhibit access 
to the Fruitvale BART station for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 

In both cases — along Tilden Way 
and at Jean Sweeney Park — the city 

has attempted 
to negotiate 
with UP regard-
ing value, the 
amount of prop-
erty it would 
acquire and the 
allowable use 
of the proper-
ties, but has not 

been able to reach agreement.  
For example, using a two-month-

old appraisal, in February 2017, the 
city offered the railroad $870,000 
for four of the five parcels at Jean 
Sweeney Park. The City did not 
offer to buy the fifth parcel because 
it did not need it for the park’s 
development. UP countered with 
$8.5 million — an amount almost 
10 times the city’s bid — for all five 
parcels, including the one that the 
city does not need. 

City staff used a January 2017 
appraisal of the Tilden Way prop-
erty to offer UP $958,000 the  
following month. UP countered at 
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The city needs the 
acres that UP still 
owns near Jean 
Sweeney Park to 
allow better public 
access to the park.


