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HAPPY

ACCORDING TO 
HOYLE DAY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 6:36 00:00
Aug. 30 6:37 00:00
Aug. 31 6:38 00:00
Sept. 1 6:39 00:00
Sept. 2 6:39 00:00
Sept. 3 6:40 00:00
Sept. 4 6:41 00:00

Betty Young

Players pull off perfect 
presentation of publication.

KIDS STUFF 
Park performance  Page 4

ISLAND ARTS
Poets to Gather       Page 8

Island Poets celebrate  
Hispanic Heritage Month.

Learn about the process a new 
development goes through.

HOMETOWN NEWS
South Shore part 3  Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Trucks are delivering soil to the western end of Alameda Point to stabilize the shore-
line, one more step toward creating a recreational area.
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Photo & story by 
Richard Bangert

The Navy made significant 
headway in June and July on its 
third and final soil-cover project at 
the Alameda Point. Trucks are haul-
ing some 7,289 loads of soil from an 
East Bay Municipal Utility District 
soil-storage site in Castro Valley. 

The frenzy of truck traffic 
through the Webster Tube and 
down Main Street have led to com-
plaints of speeding trucks whose 
drivers are running red lights. 
These complaints have prompted 
the Navy to warn truck drivers that 
they could be removed from the job 
for violating traffic laws. Alameda 
Police Department has stepped up 
traffic enforcement in response. 

San Francisco-bound ferry boat 
riders who board at the Main Street 
Terminal will notice a temporary 
mountain of approximately 200,000 
cubic yards of stockpiled soil on the 

western end of Alameda Point. The 
Navy expects delivery of another 
100,000 cubic yards of cover soil 
and 60,000 cubic yards of top soil 
for new vegetation by November. 
The Navy will use the soil to create 
a three-foot cover over the 60-acre 
cleanup site by the end of 2020. The 
Navy will turn this property over to 
the city for use as recreational open 
space once it has completed the $24 
million environmental cleanup. 

Some question the Navy’s 
choice of installing a soil cover to 

remediate for contamination since, 
technically speaking, the contami-
nants aren’t being cleaned up but 
covered up. An alternative method 
of cleanup that was considered but 
rejected would have dug out all the 
soil to a depth of 10 feet over the 
entire 60 acres and replaced it with 
clean soil at an estimated cost of 
$79 million, with a different set of 
environmental impacts. 

In the case of the current 
60-acre cleanup site, dubbed Site 
32, the Navy and regulators con-
sidered a less expensive clean-
up alternative that would have 
removed a dozen or so spots with 
contamination, mainly radium-226 
luminescent paint waste. The rea-
son for rejecting that alternative 
is that, despite more than 280,000 
scanning data points being logged, 
radiation scanning is only accu-
rate to a depth of one foot. 

Navy Stabilizing 
Point’s Shoreline

The Navy will turn 
this property over 
to the city for use 
as recreational 
open space once it 
has completed the  
cleanup.

b NAVY: Page 3

Neighbors Rally to Help Renters

Sun Staff Reports 
An Alameda Superior Court 

judge ruled against the Friends of 
Crab Cove (FOCC) in their pursuit 
to stop the proposed senior hous-
ing and medical respite center for 
homeless individuals on McKay 
Avenue. 

Superior Court Judge Frank 
Roesch ruled against FOCC’s 
attempt to block the development 
of the 3.65 acre center at the final 
merits hearing on Aug. 16. The 
ruling paves the way for Alameda 
Point Collaborative (APC) to con-
vert the buildings at McKay into a 
medical respite care facility that 
will also offer services to homeless 
individuals to help them get back 
on their feet. 

“In the midst of a statewide 
housing and homelessness crisis, 
the court’s decision affirms that 
the City of Alameda could and in 
fact did take reasonable and law-
ful steps toward addressing both 
concerns,” said City Attorney Yibin 
Shen. “We agree with the court that 
the Council’s rezoning decision is 
both lawful and fully consistent 
with the California Environmental 
Quality Act.”

The court’s ruling was another 
failed attempt to FOCC’s efforts 
to block the APC’s efforts after 
several failures. The City Council 
permitted APC to build the facility 
in Oct. 2018. However, FOCC gath-
ered enough signatures to create 
a ballot measure on a special elec-
tion ballot to rezone the property 
housing the facility, which would 
have prohibited the creation of the 
wellness center. 

Voters overwhelmingly approved 
Measure A, at the April 9 special 
election, confirming the city’s deci-
sions to allow the wellness center to 
move forward. Voters also rejected 
Measure B, which would have pro-
hibited the center in favor of rezon-
ing the parcel for open space. 

Following the election FOCC 
tried to stop the project again by 
alleging various deficiencies in the 
city’s environmental review anal-
ysis and administrative process. 
However, Roesch issued the final 
blow to FOCC with his ruling.

There is no timetable when the 
senior housing and medical respite 
center will open.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Suit Fails; New Wellness 
Center Moves Forward

Sun Staff Reports
On the afternoon of 

Tuesday, Aug. 20, Alameda 
Police Department (APD)
Property Crimes Unit investi-
gators culminated a long arson 
investigation with the arrest 
of a suspect in the July 13 
playground structure fire at 
Woodstock Park.

With the help of a school 
resource officer, the investiga-
tors arrested a juvenile male 
for starting the fire. This inves-
tigation began during the pre-
dawn hours when patrol offi-
cers responded to the park and 
found the playground structure 
engulfed in flames. 

The fire destroyed the play-
ground structure and replace-
ment cost was estimated at 
more than $200,000.

Fire investigators con-
firmed that it had been delib-
erately set. In the subsequent 
investigation, detectives 
searched for and collected evi-
dence for this crime, includ-
ing surveillance footage. They 
conducted numerous inter-
views of possible witnesses 
and persons of interest before 
developing probable cause to 
make their arrest.

The investigators are not 
seeking any additional sus-
pects in this case.

APD Makes Arrest  
in Playground Blaze

Sun Staff Reports
OAK Runway Repairs May 
Lead to Increased Flyovers
Repairs taking place at the 

Oakland Airport have caused an 
increase in traffic out of the North 
Field. Corporate jet traffic out of the 
North Field flies low and loud over 
the Bay Farm Island and Harbor Bay 
Isle communities.

A portion of Taxiway Bravo 
remains closed due to pavement 
work that may continue until 
Wednesday, Sept. 4. The North Field 
runways may be used for jet depar-
tures and arrivals while the pave-
ment is being repaired. This may 
cause unusual aircraft noise.

The Port of Oakland has apolo-
gized in advance for any distur-
bances. Aircraft noise concerns 
may be directed to the port’s Noise 
Hotline at 563-6463. Learn more at 
www.flyquietoak.com.

City Façade Grant  
Program Re-Opens

Local business owners have 
a unique opportunity to receive 
funding from the City of Alameda 
if they apply now. The city will 
accept applications for the Facade 
Grant, a popular economic devel-
opment program that helps local 
business and property owners 
spruce up their storefronts and 
improve the appearance of local 
retail districts. 

Under the Façade Grant 
Program, business and prop-
erty owners may be eligible for 
50/50 matching grants for exterior 
painting, new awnings and signs, 
and other façade improvements. 
Grant amounts range from $500 
to $15,000, depending on the type 
of work proposed. Past grantees 
include the East End, Bladium and 
The Hunter, among others.

News in 
Brief
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Above, Muslily Rishina addressed his supporters in Russian at last Saturday’s rally. 
His daughter Svetlana, stood by his side and translated. Below, Catherin Pauling 
(left) joined wheel-chair-bound Barbara Johnson and her friends at the Alameda 
Housing Authority office. 

Landlord, city 
threaten elderly 
with evictions

Photos & story  
by Dennis Evanosky

Two Alameda residents — 
an 87-year-old man who sur-
vived Adolf Hitler’s Europe and 
a wheelchair-bound woman —
are facing evictions from their 
homes. Margaret Tam, who owns 
The Dunes on Shore Line Drive, 
has informed Muslily Rishin that 
she no longer wants to accept 
his Section 8 rental voucher. She 
wants him to leave his home, so 
she can rent the two-bedroom 
apartment to someone else for 
more money. 

Barbara Johnson, who is in 
her 70s, is unable to walk, and is 
barely able to stand. She uses a 
scooter to get around the apart-
ment in Alameda where she lives, 
under threat of eviction. Housing 
advocate Catherine Pauling says 
that regulations require that 
Johnson receive a notice by mail 
for a court hearing regarding her 
Section 8 voucher. She did not. 
When she failed to attend the 
hearing, the federal government 
revoked the voucher. 

Johnson, who depends on her 
$975 disability check to live, sud-
denly found that she had to pay 
the city full-market rent: $1,300 a 
month, plus utilities, $325 more 
than her income. Instead of step-
ping up to help, the city is alleg-
edly attempting to evict her. 

Tam is evicting Rishin so 
she can make more money. The 
city is evicting Johnson because 
its disabled tenant cannot pay 
rent that exceeds her income by 
more than $300. Neither has any 
protection under the city’s new 
just-cause eviction ordinance.  


