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diverse blending of people.

HOMETOWN NEWS
Rhythmix10           Page 7

Lots of fun on the puzzles 
page this week. 
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Mike Lano
Alameda techonology compa-

ny Saildrone has produced a sail-
ing robot at Alameda Point. The 
National Oceanic and Atomospheric 
Administration (NOAA) will use the 
drone to study sealife. NOAA will 
distribute five of the unmanned 
vehicles to track melting ice, mea-
sure carbon dioxide levels in the 
ocean and count numbers of fish 
and sea mammals.

According to The Cordova 
Times, “in September scientists 
plan to launch two more saildrones 
from Alameda, on a six-month, 
8,000-nautical-mile, round-trip 
mission to the equator and back 
to improve the Tropical Pacific 
Observing System.”

The drones can also be used 
to track water-borne vehicles and 
perform counter-espionage at sea 
as the company recently demon-

strated for dignitaries at the Point. 
Saildrone aims to become a major 
global player in the $2.5 trillion sea 
security business. 

Alameda engineers Dylan Owens 
and Richard Jenkins built the 
drone, which they’ve nicknamed 
“Honey Badger.” They describe it 
as a “wind-powered autonomous 
surface vehicle.”

At 19 feet in length, 20 feet in 
height, the contraption consists of a 
narrow hull with two outriggers on 
both sides. Its tall carbon-fiber wing 
gives the appearance of a faux sail 
and helps the drone constantly right 
itself regardless of wind direction. 

The vehicle is so sophisticat-
ed it autopilots along its proper 
course without need of human sail-
ors, transforming wind energy into 
forward propulsion. 

Back in 2014, Saildrone per-
formed its first major trial voyage 

sailing out of San Francisco Bay 
bound for Hawaii. The Badger’s 
computer brain was given the coor-
dinates for the near-2,250-mile trip 
which it completed in 34 days at 
times in horrific wind and rain. 

The Alameda inventors say 
their Saildrone Badger has many 
more possible uses including 
replacing ship motors and help-
ing cut greenhouse gas emissions. 
The device can track climate 
change on several levels; perform 
early oil platform spill detection; 
and monitor the movements of 
marine animals at all times of day 
or night. 

The Alameda Badger returned 
from the trip to Hawaii in nearly 
identical condition as when it first 
sailed out of San Francisco Bay. No 
affixed barnacles, sludge, attached 
detritus and debris, cracks or 
breaks.

Local Inventors Gain 
International Attention

Courtesy NOAA

A fleet of Alameda Point-built saildrones was recently prepared to go into service for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Temple Hosts 
Vigil of Love
Community gathers after vandalism

Solar Eclipse Coincides 
with First Day of School

Local Woman Arrested 
for Murder in Hayward

Dennis Evanosky
The Berkeley Police Department’s 

(BPD) special response team was on 
Briggs Avenue just before 8:30 a.m., 
Thursday morning, Aug. 9, to arrest 
Anthony McCurty of Berkeley. 

According to BPD, the 37-year-
old McCurty discharged a firearm 
near Berkeley’s San Pablo Park 
shortly before 4 p.m., on Monday, 
July 24. No one was hit during 
the shooting, but one of McCurty’s 
stray bullets passed through a wall 
of a home on the 1300 block of 
Burnett Street and nearly struck a 
resident in the head. 

Before they arrested McCurty, 
investigators had already recov-
ered a .45-caliber pistol and illegal 

narcotics at an Emeryville apart-
ment, where they had learned 
McCurty had been staying. 

Two days after the arrest, the 
Alameda County District Attorney’s 
Office charged McCurty. Among the 
charges he faces are: battery, offer-
ing to sell a controlled substance, 
assault with a semiautomatic fire-
arm, possession of a firearm by a 
felon and shooting at an inhabited 
dwelling.

McCurty is being held at Santa 
Rita Jail with bail set at $635,000. 
He is due to appear in Alameda 
County Superior Court Department 
7 before Superior Court Judge 
Yolanda Northbridge on Thursday, 
Aug. 31 for a plea hearing.

Berkeley Bad Boy 
Busted on Briggs

Lynn La Rocca

Hundreds turned out in support of Temple Israel after 
the building was vandalized with hate messages.

Jeffrey R. Smith
By chance, someone asked me 

last Tuesday evening, “Why do peo-
ple hate Jews?”

The person asking was Bill 
Schwartz of San Francisco; he is 
Jewish. Although I am proud to say 
that I belong to Temple Israel of Al-
ameda, I am not by definition Jew-
ish yet I have studied the Torah at 
the Temple for the past two years.

My response to Bill was, “Peo-
ple sometimes hate successful 
cultures, perhaps it is cognitive 
dissonance or envy dressed up as 
self-righteousness.”

That was Tuesday, Aug. 15. The 
next day, Wednesday, Aug. 16, the 
Temple Israel of Alameda board of 
directors met to presciently discuss 
“the possibility of the synagogue 
being a target in our small town of 
Alameda.” The concern was in rec-
ognition of “the ongoing expression 
of bigotry and anti-Semitism” in 
Alameda. “Ongoing” and seemingly 
unchecked bigotry.

Then, sometime in the early 
hours of Thursday, Aug. 17, two 
classroom windows at the syna-
gogue were broken by rocks, addi-
tionally, the assailant tried unsuc-
cessfully to break through the front 
doors of the building — fortunately, 

the resilient doors were made of 
half-inch, tempered plate glass. Po-
lice took away the rock that the as-
sailant had used to try and smash 
in the front doors. The assailant’s 
image was caught on surveillance 
cameras mounted at the entrance. It 
would be comforting to say the as-
sailant was being furtive; he wasn’t; 
he was bold and determined.

Informing her constituents, 
Temple President Genevieve Pas-
tor-Cohen wrote a letter stating, “It 
breaks my heart and soul to be ex-
posed to this type of mindless and 
senseless action especially aimed 
at the community we love.”

Congregant Mel Waldorf vis-
ited the synagogue to survey the 
damage; he noted that one of the 
smashed windows “was where kids 
had painted Stars of David.”

The other smashed window was 
decorated with art that had clearly 
been fashioned by elementary aged 
children. It did not take an art critic 
to realize that both smashed win-
dows were decorated by children 
under the age of 12.

The crime was premeditated; 
the rock had been carried to the 
scene with intent; no contents were 
stolen from either room, although 

Hate Flyers 
Found in Two 
Locations

Eric J. Kos
A resident on the 1400 

block of Sherman Street near 
Central Avenue reported the 
discovery of anti-Muslim fly-
ers on the sidewalk outside his 
home Sunday, Aug. 20.

Alameda Police released a 
statement regarding the report 
they received. The statement 
indicated the resident discov-
ered the flyers at two sepa-
rate times, and “did not report 
the incident to the police until 
he found a second flyer at 
approximately 3:45 p.m.” 

The reporting party did not 
think the flyers were aimed at 
any one address specifically. 
Since no definable target for 
the flyers could be ascertained, 
the police are investigating 
them as a “hate incident.”

Police describe the flyers 
as “approximately 3 inches by 
5 inches, depicting an illustra-
tion with a swastika that con-
tained a hate message.”

The image depicts a 
woman wearing a hijab, with 
the message, “Help me kill 
you, stupid.”
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Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda woman was ar-

rested in connection with the fatal 
shooting of a Hayward man last 
month.

Valarie Boden, 26, of Alam-
eda was arrested for the slaying of 
30-year-old Daniel Deltoro. Boden 
was arrested by the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office along with 
25-year-old Pablo Mendoza and 
26-year-old Brandon Follings. Both 
men are Hayward residents.

Deltoro was shot and killed 
while taking a walk with his three-
month-old son in a stroller on July 
19, around 2:45 p.m., according to 
the sheriff’s office. The baby was 
not harmed during the shooting 
and was taken into protective cus-
tody. The infant has since been re-
united with his mother.

Authorities believe the killing 
was targeted and a result of gang 

activity. Alameda 
County Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Ray Kelly 
said Deltoro 
was recently re-
leased from jail 
and was mov-
ing forward in a 
positive direc-
tion. He was try-
ing to spend time 
with his wife and 
newborn. 

Jail records show Mendoza was 
booked into jail Thursday, Aug. 17 
at 9:35 a.m. He went to his arraign-
ment on Monday, Aug. 21. His plea 
hearing is Oct. 2. He was charged 
with more than 10 offenses includ-
ing murder, possession of a con-
trolled substance and in posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon. 

Brandon Follings was booked 
into jail on Aug. 5 and is due in 

court on Aug. 31 for a plea hear-
ing. He was also arrested on mul-
tiple charges including evading 
an officer, second-degree rob-
bery, murder and cruelty to a 
child. Both men are being held 
without bond at Santa Rita Jail.

Boden is currently not in 
custody at Alameda County Jail, 
according to the Alameda Coun-
ty Inmate Locator. Kelly said 
Boden was arrested days after 
the shooting. Authorities believe 
Boden was the getaway driver in 
the incident. She was also initial-
ly charged with murder.

Authorities are still seeking 
additional information on the 
case. Those with details on the 
killing are asked to call the sher-
iff’s office at 667-7721 or an anon-
ymous tip line at 667-3622.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Apparently Carl the Fog did not 

want Alameda schoolchildren get-
ting distracted from their studies 
on the first day of school, because 
he completely obstructed views of 
the solar eclipse from Alameda last 
Monday. Overcast conditions made 
viewing the eclipse nearly impos-
sible in the Island City.

The Alameda Sun would love 
to see readers’ photos from the 

first day of school, or from a failed 
(or successful) attempt to view 
the eclipse by one of Alameda’s 
young students. Please send photo  
submissions with some details to 
editor@alamedasun.com for pos-
sible publication. 

Also, the kids are back to walk-
ing and biking to school so it’s extra 
important to drive slowly and with 
care. On most streets in Alameda, 
the speed limit is 25 miles per hour.

Cannabis Conversation 
Had at Mastick Center

Fred Gardner
Some 130 concerned residents 

spent two hours at the Mastick Senior 
Center last Sunday, Aug. 20. They dis-
cussed how Alameda should respond 
to California’s forthcoming regula-
tions for production and distribution 
of marijuana. The new state regula-
tions will take effect in January 2018.

Mayor Trish Herrera Spencer ini-
tiated the meeting. “There’s much 
more to discuss than we have time for 
at City Council meetings,” she said. 
Vice Mayor Malia Vella and Council-
members Marilyn Ezzy-Ashcraft and 
Jim Oddie joined Spencer at the table. 
Oddie co-chaired the event.  

Alamedans for Safe Cannabis Ac-
cess (ASCA) rented the space and 
organized the meeting. The group 
provided not only bottled water and 
notepads, but T-shirts proclaiming 
“We are the 68% (Alameda voters 
in favor of cannabis legalization).” 
ASCA spokesperson Rich Moskowitz 
served as the master of ceremonies. 

According to ASCA, its goal is to 
prioritize local ownership when the 
city grants licenses to cannabis-re-

lated businesses. Spencer indicated 
her support for this approach but 
her colleagues on the City Council 
expressed doubts about its legality.

Moskowitz asked for “a quick 
show of hands for how many peo-
ple are in favor of several dispen-
saries?” It seemed as if every hand 
in the hall went up. Moskowitz re-
versed the question, “How many 
people would not like to see a dis-
pensary on Park or Webster streets 
— or anywhere in Alameda?”

About a half-dozen hands went 
up. Moskowitz invited the naysay-
ers to speak. A middle-aged woman 
began: “I smoked marijuana. I know 
what it does. It’s a drug. A mind-al-
tering drug. It lowers your IQ.” That 
brought a loud, collective groan 
from those in the audience aware 
that the study proving lowered IQ 
has been discredited.

“Please be respectful,” Spencer 
admonished. 

The naysayer finished with an 
expression of disgust for the smell 
of marijuana.

Fred Gardner

Neil Hall of the SCI Consulting Group hashed out 
details with the city’s Economic Development Manager 
Lois Butler at last Sunday’s forum on cannabis. 
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Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office

Valarie 
Boden


