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Date Rise Set
Today 6:31 19:53
August 24 6:32 19:51
August 25 6:33 19:50
August 26 6:34 19:48
August 27 6:35 19:47
August 28 6:35 19:46
August 29 6:36 19:44

Frances Martinez

See video art being made in 
real time at art opening.

ISLAND ARTS 
Video art show      Page 8

BACK TO SCHOOL
Special feature     Page 11
Student-related news and tips 

as the kids hit the books.

Young sailors find time to  
help the environment.

HOMETOWN NEWS
Kid Stuff                    Page 4

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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City Draws Firm 
Deadline for Filing
Candidate disqualified for not having his checkbook

Schools Reopen for Local Students

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports
New Restaurant to  

Help Meals on Wheels
A new restaurant on the West 

End will be donating part of its 
proceeds to local charity Alameda 
Meals on Wheels tomorrow. Orchid 
Pavillion Cafe at 1540 Webster St. 
will donate 20 percent of its net 
sales Friday, Aug. 24, from 5 to 9 
p.m. This dine-and-donate event 
is for pick-up only as the cafe is 
a carry-out only restaurant. Call 
871-2908 to place an order. See the 
menu at orchidpavillioncafe.net.

Reminder: Tube to Close
As reported last week, 

the California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) 
announced that it will close the 
Webster Tube, entering Alameda, 
for late-night biennial tunnel 
inspections Monday, Aug. 27, 
Tuesday, Aug. 28, and Wednesday, 
Aug. 29, from 9:30 p.m. to 4:30 a.m. 
the following morning each day. 
Questions or information about the 

Tube closure should be directed to 
Eroluis Oseguera, Caltrans, Tunnels 
and Tubes, at 286-3947.

Alameda Sun  
increases circulation

In its ongoing mission to buck 
the trends and defy pundits who 
insist the newspaper industry is 
dying, the Alameda Sun increased 
its circulation last week to 24,000 
copies delivered free in Alameda 
each Thursday. 

The stated purpose of adding 
additional printed copies to the 
newspaper’s circulation was “to 
be sure the newest residents of 
Alameda Landing and other new 
neighborhoods can be a part of the 
conversation,” said Sun co-publish-
er Eric J. Kos. “The increase in cir-
culation gives the Sun’s customers 
more ‘bang for the buck’ as adver-
tising rates are remaining steady 
for the time being.”

In addition to the 24,000 print 
copies, alamedasun.com is reach-
ing 17,000 monthly users according 
to Google analytics. 

Alameda!

Key Employer at Harbor 
Bay Plans to Move Out

Dennis Evanosky
City Council candidate Amos 

White appeared at City Hall to file his 
final papers to run for City Council 
on deadline day, Wednesday, Aug. 
15. He said that he arrived about 
5:30 p.m., which gave him 30 min-
utes to complete the process. This 
meant filling out the necessary 
papers and making a payment. 

When he finished with the 
papers, Assistant City Attorney 
Alan Cohen, who was there to wit-
ness the transaction, told White 
that he had less than 10 minutes 
to complete the transaction. White 
went for his checkbook, but real-
ized he didn’t have it with him. He 
thought he had left it at the library 
across the street from City Hall. He 
said that he called the library, but 

no one answered. By then there 
was even less time to spare.  

He asked if he could pay by cred-
it card. White said that Weisiger said 
“yes.” However a credit card pay-
ment would not have been possible 
because with just a few minutes 
until the close of business, the city’s 
Finance Department had closed its 
books for the day. Even if Weisiger 
had accepted his credit card, the 
city would not have recorded the 
payment until the following day, 
past the deadline for filing. 

When 6 p.m. struck, White’s 
time was up. “The election code 
does not allow the filing procedure 
to go past regular business hours,” 
Weisiger said. The code in ques-
tion No. 10224 reads, “All nomina-
tion papers shall be filed with the 

city elections official during regular 
business hours as posted.” 

“The code gives me no discre-
tion. I had to stop Amos White’s fil-
ing at 6 p.m. sharp,” Weisiger said. 

“As a result,” White stated in a let-
ter to City Attorney Janet Kern, “the 
deadline eventually passed and my 
validated documents were returned 
to me ‘for failure to provide payment.’ 
This action prevented me from quali-
fying for the November ballot.”

Dennis Evanosky

Amos White addresses his supporters in front of City Hall on Monday, Aug 20. 
White narrowly missed the deadline to file for City Council candidate.

“The election code 
does not allow the 
filing procedure 
to go past regular 
business hours.”

— City Clerk Lara Weisiger

Sun Staff Reports

Left to right, local students Braydon Honegger, Jayden Biggs, and Milan and 
London Rushworth started their school years on Monday. Honegger attends 
Frank Otis Elementary School, Biggs attends Paden Elementary School and the 

Rushworth sisters attend Haight Elementary School. Alameda Unified School District’s 
16 schools are now open across the Island, and the Alameda Sun reminds everyone 
to drive safely and protect the young students who walk and ride their bicycles to 
school. The speed limit in nearly every place in Alameda is 25 miles per hour. Sun 
staff thanks the parents of these students who generously shared these photos of their 
youngsters attending their first day of school this year.

Pets for Vets 
Launches

Sun Staff Reports
VF Outdoor announced that 

it will move its company with 
650 employees to Denver, Colo., 
next year. In 2011, the company 
worked with SRMErnst — now 
busy at Alameda Point — to 
build a campus on Harbor Bay 
Parkway. The company moved 
from San Leandro into its 14-acre 
waterfront digs in 2012, bringing 
its brands that include The North 
Face and Lucy under one roof. 
It enhanced the space with an 
“innovation lab” in 2014.

According to the Denver Post, 
the state of Colorado is provid-
ing VF Outdoor with $27 million 
in incentives to make the move. 
The Post reports that about 85 
of the company’s executives will 
move to the Mile-High City next 

spring.  “They are the first wave 
of a relocation and consolida-
tion plan that will see The North 
Face, JanSport, Eagle Creek and 
Altra move their headquarters 
into Colorado.”

The total of $27 million in tax 
incentives will only be awarded if 
the company is able to success-
fully make the move and settle 
into Colorado by 2026. 

VF Outdoors is one of 
Alameda’s largest employers. 
The city’s economic development 
staff will face the task of finding a 
suitable replacement, not only to 
match the amount of employees 
lost in the move but to find a new 
tenant for the campus that VF 
Outdoor is leaving behind. 

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
An organization known as “Pet 

for Vets” reaches out to veterans 
who suffer from physical and emo-
tional injuries relating to their time 
in the service. “Sometimes it is very 
difficult to transition from military 
to civilian life,” said Debbie George, 
a member of the organization’s 
Alameda chapter. Medical studies 
have shown that companion ani-
mals can significantly improve both 
mental and physical health. These 
animals can reduce stress, depres-
sion and anxiety that many serving 
in the military experience. 

Pets for Vets rescues shelter 
dogs facing euthanasia and selects 
them for veterans. Trainers will 
rehabilitate the dogs, teaching 
them manners to fit in to the vet-
erans’ lifestyles. Then Pets for Vets 
attempts to match the veterans’ 
personalities with the dogs.   

“We hope that the pets will help 
heal the emotional wounds some 
veterans suffer and provide a sec-
ond chance for shelter animals 
by rescuing, training and pairing 
them with America’s servicemen 

and women who could benefit 
from having a companion animal,” 
George said.  

Pets for Vets believes that com-
panion animals can make for life-
saving therapy or friends that many 
returning servicemen and women 
need to recover. 

The organization cites stories of 
its success: one veteran no longer 
dependent on medication after only 
one month after receiving a Pets for 
Vets companion dog; another able 
to finally turn the lights out at night 
shortly after receiving a companion 
dog. Working with and learning to 
train his companion dog, helped 
another veteran take his mind off 
what he endured in Iraq. 

The program is open to veter-
ans living in a “Pets for Vets” chap-
ter area, which includes Alameda. 
Interested vets can start the pro-
cess by filling out an application 
at petsforvets.com/apply. Veterans 
must provide copies of DD-214s 
and letters from their health care 
providers. Learn more at the orga-
nization’s website, petsforvets.
com/norcal.

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda police officers arrest-

ed a man who is alleged to have 
robbed the Arco AM/PM on Park 
Street Tuesday, Aug. 14. 

The incident took place that 
morning, according to the Alameda 
Police Department Facebook page. 
Patrol officers responded to the 
gas station convenience store at 
1260 Park St. after receiving a call 
of a robbery, according to the 
post. The call came in just after 
9:30 a.m. The suspect, identified 
as 41-year-old Leo David Smith, 
reportedly grabbed a drink from 
the store’s refrigerator, placed it 
on the check-out counter and pre-
tended he wanted to purchase the 

item. Once the cashier opened the 
register, Smith went behind the 
counter, pushed the cashier aside 
and removed cash from the reg-
ister. Smith then fled southbound 
along Park Street on foot, accord-
ing to police reports. The amount 
of cash he took was not disclosed.

Officers were not able to locate 
Smith initially but worked sever-
al leads to collect evidence and 
witness statements. Investigators 
from the Violent Crimes Unit picked 
up the case immediately, reviewed 
the evidence and statements and 
started working on leads. 

By mid-afternoon, Smith, a 
parolee, was identified with the 
assistance of several outside 

law enforcement agencies. Smith 
was eventually arrested at 6:38 
p.m. in Oakland, according to the 
Alameda County Inmate Locator 
database. Investigators received a 
confession from Smith, while also 
obtaining additional evidence.

According to his Inmate 
Locator profile, Smith is being 
held at the Glenn Dyer Detention 
Center. He was charged with sec-
ond-degree robbery for the inci-
dent at the Arco AM/PM. He was 
already out on parole for previous 
alleged crimes including voluntary 
manslaughter. He will hear his 
plea and revocation of probation 
hearings at the Davidson Alameda 
County Courthouse today.

Alameda Police Arrest Arco Robbery Suspect
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Local members of “Pets for Vets” hope to heal the hurt 
that some veterans suffer and save dogs from euthana-
sia with the organization’s outreach program.

VF Outdoors headed for Denver


