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Date Rise Set
Today 6:30 19:54
Aug. 23 6:31 19:53
Aug. 24 6:32 19:52
Aug. 25 6:33 19:50
Aug. 26 6:34 19:49
Aug. 27 6:34 19:47
Aug. 28 6:35 19:46

Betty Young

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Event calendar        Page 8
Explore West End history with 

talk and tour this week.

West End planning a unique 
short-term event on Webster

WEST END NEWS 
Park(ing) Day       Page 11

Meet the colorful avian known 
to frequent shoulders.

THE CITY PAGE
Western bluebird    Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Images courtesy Jamestown LP

In its materials, Jamestown describes its plan for the South Shore Shopping Center 
will create “a dynamic, mixed-use community with a stronger connection to the 
waterfront.” Above, yellow signifies residential buildings, pink signifies existing retail 
space and blue signifies new office space.

Jamestown refers to South Shore Shopping Center’s current state as “an encapsu-
lated mall surrounded by a sea of parking” in its materials. The public will have 
chances to discuss the center at several meetings slated over the next three years. 
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Dennis Evanosky
Part Two

Jamestown plans to transform 
South Shore Center from what it 
calls “an encapsulated mall sur-
rounded by a sea of parking” into 
a mixed-use community (“South 
Shore Makeover Planned,” Aug. 
15.) While accomplishing this, 
both Jamestown and the city must 
adhere to the strict provisions 
of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), a law passed 
in 1970. 

CEQA instituted a uniform, state-
wide policy to identify and possibly 
mitigate significant environmental 
impacts a project might have on 
the environment. The law requires 
developments — like the one 
Jamestown plans for South Shore 
— undergo a strict environmental 
impact report (EIR) before they can 
go from drawing board to reality. 

City staff, not Jamestown, will 
prepare this EIR as a document 
that conforms to CEQA’s require-
ments. The report will inform the 
public and decision-makers of the 
environmental consequences of 
Jamestown’s project and of any 
impact considered significant. Staff 
will identify any mitigating circum-
stances and suggest measures, 
where feasible, to reduce or avoid 
any impact these circumstance 
might have on Alameda’s shoreline 
environment. 

CEQA puts the responsibility 
on the city to first inform the pub-
lic about the potential environ-
mental impacts of proposed proj-
ects. Secondly, the act requires 
the city to prepare an EIR if it 
determines that any aspect of the 
South Shore project could cause 
“a significant effect on the envi-
ronment.” The city has made this 

determination and will begin the 
EIR process by publishing a Notice 
of Preparation (NOP) sometime 
next month. 

“Before deciding whether to 
approve a project, public agencies 
must consider the significant envi-
ronmental impacts of the project 
and must identify feasible mea-
sures to minimize those impacts,” 
CEQA states in its guidelines. 

Plans for such a project remain 
fluid and could change. The city cur-
rently plans to publish the NOP in 
late September. The public will then 
have 30 days to comment on this 
notice. During those 30 days, the 
city will host a public scoping ses-
sion, during which members of the 
community can comment in person. 

Members of the public will have 
a second opportunity to comment 
on the project when the city pres-
ents the scope of the report’s tech-
nical aspects to the Planning Board 
at a date yet to be determined. 
After this meeting, the city will 
prepare these technical studies as 
part of the draft EIR, a process that 
could take more than a year. 

With this study, city staff and 
advisors will determine the impact 
Jamestown’s project would have 
on the environment at South Shore. 
They will decide whether the proj-
ect would bring substantial, or 
potentially substantial, adverse 
change to any of the physical con-
ditions at South Shore. The city 
will take into account that social or 
economic changes alone do not sig-
nificantly impact the environment. 
Rather the report will first consider 
environmental issues such as land 
use, traffic and transportation, aes-
thetics, noise and air quality. 

The city plans to publish the 
draft EIR in November 2020. During 
the “draft EIR review period” that 

follows,  the city will accept writ-
ten comments from the public and 
public agencies for at least 30 days. 
The city will make this document 
available for review in print at 
Alameda’s libraries and online. 

Once the public-review period 
has run its course, the city will set 
to work preparing the final EIR. 
This document will contain the 
revised draft along with either a 
summary or verbatim reproduction 
of the comments received, a list 
of those who made the comments 
and the city’s responses to those 
comments. 

Should the final EIR impose any 
mitigating measures on the project, 
CEQA requires that the city be able 
to enforce them through permit 
conditions, agreements or other 
measures. These decisions will 
fall largely on the members of the 
Planning Board and City Council. 
If all goes as scheduled, the city 
would publish the final EIR some 
two years from now in September 
2021. The following month the 
Planning Board will meet to con-
sider EIR certification. Should the 
Planning Board vote its approval, 
the City Council would then con-
sider and vote on the EIR. 

Once the EIR passes mus-
ter, both the Planning Board 
and the City Council will hear 
Jamestown’s presentation and 
see approval for its project. Part 
three of this series will take read-
ers through this process. 

Jamestown representatives will 
be available to discuss the project 
with interested parties at office hours 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 5. The office is located at 523 
South Shore Center West (next door 
to the South Shore Café).

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

South Shore Process 
Has Barely Started

News Story Hits Home
Alameda renter gets int’l attention

Ekene Ikeme
The City Council will consid-

er revisions to the rent control 
ordinance at its Sept. 3 meeting, 
according to a press release from 
the city. It is the first council meet-
ing after the August break.

The proposed revisions come 
after another example of the city’s 
housing crisis appeared in the 
London-based news publication The 
Guardian. Journalist Sam Levin pro-
filed 87-year-old Musiy Rishin’s bat-
tle with his landlord who has been 
on a year-long mission to evict him. 

Rishin, who grew up in the 
Ukraine before escaping during 
the Nazi occupation in 1941, lives 
at the Dunes Apartments at 2445 
Shoreline Dr. He qualifies for a 
Section 8 housing voucher, which 
allows him to pay $2,520 per month 
for his two-bedroom apartment. 
However, beginning in August 2018, 
Rishin’s landlord has tried to raise 
his rent to $3,200, an increase of 
$680, according to the article. 
Rishin tried to dispute the increase, 
but instead he was given 90 days to 
leave the apartment.

Rishin’s landlord, Margaret Tam, 
who is based in Arizona, is suing to 
remove Rishin from the apartment 
he has lived in for 17 years. Rishin 
is countersuing alleging discrimina-
tion. He is being represented by 
Sarah McCracken, a tenants’ rights 
lawyer with Centro Legal de La 
Raza, according to the article.

Rishin’s ordeal meets several cri-
teria of the proposed revisions to 
Alameda’s rent control ordinance. 
He believes he is being discriminated 
against and has experienced harass-

ment from his landlord. He received 
most of the eviction notices while 
his son and roommate, Yaroslav, was 
undergoing treatment for colon can-
cer. Yaroslav passed away in April.

Rent-control activists will hold 
a rally in support of Rishin in front 
of the Dunes Apartments this 
Saturday, Aug. 24, from 3 to 4 p.m.

The rent control ordinance revi-
sions are aimed to extend protec-
tions for all tenants from landlords. 
Council will study revisions includ-
ing adding numerous definitions to 
the ordinance and clarifying what 
units are exempt from the ordi-
nance; increasing the length of time 
from one year to three years that 
an owner must reside in the unit 
following move in; and permitting 
buyout agreements.

Other stipulations deal with 
relocation fees. Landlords would be 
required to pay a relocation pay-
ment if a rent increase is more than 
10 percent and the tenant decides to 
vacate rather than pay the increase; 
tie permanent relocation payments 
to fair market rents; and eliminate 
trading extra time in the unit for a 
reduction in relocation payments.

The Council will also study 
extending eviction protections to 
Section 8 voucher holders. A sepa-
rate fair housing ordinance that 
would prohibit discrimination, 
including for source of income 
(including Section 8), age, disabil-
ity, and family status; the prohi-
bition of tenant harassment and 
lockouts will also be explored.

A community meeting is 
planned to discuss the proposed 
changes. See details in story below.

Eric J. Kos
Alameda resident Alberto 

Rodriguez, a new kindergarten-
er at the newly renamed Love 
Elementary School, happily 
attended his first-ever day of 
school Monday. The Alameda 
Unified School District reminds 
residents to take it slow while 

driving in town as students will 
be walking and biking to class. 
In most places the speed limit 
in Alameda is 25 miles per hour.

Rodriguez, whose aunt is the 
Alameda Sun’s finance manager, 
helps send subscription renewal 
letters for the paper from time 
to time. Thanks, Alberto!

City to Host Meeting on 
Rent Control Changes

Alameda’s First Day of School

Sun Staff Reports
At its next meeting on Tuesday, 

Sept. 3, the Alameda City Council 
will consider a revised rent control 
ordinance that will include sev-
eral new provisions. The proposed 
changes will: 

n Add numerous definitions and 
clarify what units are exempt from 
the ordinance;

n Increase from one year to three 
years the length of time that an 
owner must reside in the unit fol-
lowing move in;

n Tie permanent relocation pay-
ments to fair-market rents;

n Eliminate trading extra time in 
the unit for a reduction in reloca-
tion payments;

n Require a relocation payment 
if a rent increase is more than 10 
percent and the tenant decides to 
vacate rather than pay the increase;

n Permit buyout agreements; 
n Allow landlords to pass 

through 50 percent of the rent pro-
gram fee without being included in 
the calculation of a rent increase; 

n Extend eviction protections 
to Section 8 voucher holders. 

The City Council will also con-
sider a proposed fair-housing 
ordinance that would prohibit dis-
crimination, including for source of 
income (including Section 8), age, 
disability and family status. The 
new ordinance would also prohibit 
tenant harassment and lockouts.  

To give the public an opportu-
nity to review the recent and pro-
posed policy changes to Alameda’s 
Rent Stabilization Program and the 
proposed ordinance, the city has 
scheduled a community meeting.

The meeting will address 
Alameda’s rent ordinance and 
upcoming fair housing and anti-
discrimination laws at the Alameda 
Free Library Stafford Room, 1550 
Oak St., on Thursday, Aug. 29, from 
6 to 7:30 p.m.

For more information, email the 
Rent Stabilization Program with 
questions at rrac@alamedahsg.org, 
visit www.alamedarentprogram.org 
or call 747-4346.

Irvin Collado


