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U.S. President Spurs 
Rallies on Both Sides

Eric J. Kos
Two rallies for opposite pur-

poses were held last Wednes-
day in Alameda. One, held in the 
morning, aimed to defend the U.S. 
President while the other, held af-
ter dark, aimed to spur efforts to 
impeach him.

The Alameda Sun received no-
tice late last Tuesday that a rally 
would be held the following morn-
ing in defense of President Donald 
Trump at the Posey Tube. Often 
rallies are held there to gain the 
attention of the many commuters 
who leave the Island through the 
Posey Tube each morning. 

Local resident Chuck Park 
(above) organized the rally that 
included additional collaborators 
with signs. Park and his support-

ers are particularly interested in 
bringing attention to a new report 
from the Veterans Intelligence 
Professionals for Sanity that “rais-
es big questions about last year’s 
Democratic National Committee 
hack.” 

The rally held after dark was 
primarily the efforts of AG Mar-
ling, a street artist who leapt at 
the chance to protest the presi-
dent’s threatening remarks to-
ward North Korea referencing 
“fire and fury.” 

Marling projected the message  
“Impeach Now!” and the political 
cartoon cover of a recent issue of 
the New Yorker featuring President 
Trump playing golf on the White 
House lawn onto the outside of Al-
ameda Theater (below).

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Posey Tube Closed for ‘Life 
and Fire’ Safety Inspections

The California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) 
announced that it will close the 
Posey and Webster tubes for 
“life and fire” safety inspections  
Saturday, Aug. 19, and Sunday, Aug. 
20, from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. the follow-
ing morning.

Questions or information about 
the tube closures should be direct-
ed to Eroluis Oseguera of Caltrans 
at 286-3947. 

Jump in Jamboree Set
Join the First Presbyterian 

Church this Saturday, Aug. 19, from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for “Jump in 
Jamboree,” a day of family fun and 
pizza. The event will be held at the 
church, located at 2001 Santa Clara 
Ave. at Chestnut Street, just across 
from Immanuel Lutheran Church 
which will hold a community event 
the same day (see story at left.)

The Jump in Jamboree will fea-
ture a jumpy house for kids, games 
and crafts for adults and children, 
and “Teach me to Pray” stories and 
lessons.

Hand-tossed, Neapolitan-style 
pizza will be sold for $5 as a fun-
draiser for the church’s annual 
retreat to the Sonoma County 
redwoods.

For more information call the 
church office at 522-1477.

Dennis Evanosky
Immanuel Lutheran Church is 

celebrating more than 125 years of 
worship in its present building. The 
congregation is offering the city a 
celebratory present in the form of 
a community volunteer street fair. 
Anyone thinking about volunteer-
ing in Alameda, but doesn’t know 
how to begin will learn just how at 
this fair. Anyone looking for sup-
port services, 
but doesn’t know 
where to look, will 
learn just where 
at this street fair. 

Many organi-
zations that rely 
on volunteers to 
accomplish their 
missions will 
participate. The fair offers an op-
portunity for Alamedans to find a 
group to join or a cause to support.  
Among the organizations invited 
to the fair are the Alameda Adult 
Literacy Program; the USS Hornet 
Museum; the Alameda Museum; 
the Alameda Food Bank; the Girls 
Scouts and Boy Scouts; the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Relay for Life; 
the Commission on Disability Is-
sues; Alameda Backyard Growers; 
Frank Bette Center for the Arts; the 
League of Women Voters; Mastick 
Senior Center; and Friends of the 
Alameda Free Library.

Pastor Dot Lundgren invites 
everyone to stop by the fair not 
only to meet all the organizations, 
but to enjoy the food, activities 
for children and live music pro-
vided by The Sun Kings, a Beatles 
tribute band. 

The street fair will also celebrate 
more than 125 years of worship at 
Immanuel Lutheran’s present-day 
church and the congregation’s ser-
vice to the Island City, the Bay Area 
and beyond. The church’s 1891 sanc-
tuary at 1420 Lafayette St. will be on 
view on Saturday, as well as an exhib-
it outlining the church’s history and 
a performance on the church’s fine 
Bosch organ. 

The fair will be held on Lafayette 
Street between Central and Santa 
Clara avenues from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
this Saturday, Aug. 19. Admission to 
the fair is free. Valet bicycle parking 
will be available. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is 
the oldest sanctuary in Alameda 
(There are older congregations, 
but they worship in newer sanctu-
aries). Immanuel Lutheran’s sanc-
tuary is also the oldest Lutheran 
sanctuary on the West Coast.

Immanuel Lutheran began 
life as a mission of St. Paulus Lu-
theran Church in San Francisco. A 
small group of German Lutherans 

in Alameda be-
gan worshipping 
together in 1883 
under the guid-
ance of Reverend 
J. H. Theiss from 
neighboring Zion 
Lutheran Church 
in Oakland. At 
first the congre-

gation gathered in homes around 
town. By 1886, they were holding 
services at the Congregational 
Church on the corner of Cen-
tral Avenue and Chestnut Street. 
They worshipped in a building 
that predates today’s Congrega-
tional Church. 

Church records tell us that Im-
manuel Lutheran Church has ex-
panded gradually over the years. 
In 1904 the congregation built an 
apartment for the parson on the 
east end of the church. They later 
built a freestanding parsonage at 
1906 Santa Clara Ave. 

In 1955 a parish hall was built. 
In 1968 the congregation drew up 
plans to demolish the 1891 church 
and build a modern church at Santa 
Clara Avenue and Chestnut Street. 
Two years later, the education 
building at 1910 Santa Clara Ave., 
which also serves as the parish of-
fice, was built. The modern church 
never saw the light of day. Church 
members could not reach agree-
ment to tear down the 1891 church. 

The congregation is commit-
ted to social and community out-
reach and invites everyone to join 
them. Current ministries include: 
Son-Light Preschool and Extended 
Care, which serves families with 
children from two to five years old. 
Outreach projects include Project 
Ghana: Restoring a Village Pre-
school and raising funds and dona-
tions for Central American Refugee 
Committee (CRECE).

Local Church Invites Public 
to Celebrate Volunteers

File photo

The public can tour Immanuel Lutheran Church’s historic 
sanctuary this Saturday.

Courtesy Chuck Park

Jenn Heflin

John Knox White

Rally for Just Cause
Dennis Evanosky

Alameda tenants and their allies 
gathered at City Hall last Saturday, 
Aug. 12, for a rally and press confer-
ence. The tenants are speaking out 
against a charter amendment peti-
tion currently circulating around 
the city. 

The tenants wish to protect 
the just-cause-eviction protections 
that the City Council wrote into 
Ordinance 3140 in May. 

The charter amendment would 
place no-cause evictions in the City 
Charter, disallowing the City Council 
to remove these types of eviction 

from the ordinance as it did in May. 
A no-cause provision permits 

landlords to evict tenants without 
stating a reason. A just-cause pro-
vision requires that, when evicting 
tenants, landlords provide reasons. 
City ordinances typically spell out 
these just causes.

Pot Meeting Set 
for this Sunday

Sun Staff Reports
This Sunday, Aug. 20, from 2 to 

4 p.m., Mayor Trish Spencer and 
Councilmember Jim Oddie will host 
a town hall meeting at Mastick Se-
nior Center, 1155 Santa Clara Ave. 
They will discuss and listen to pub-
lic input on the city lifting its ban on 
cannabis-related businesses.

On Nov. 8, 2016, voters passed 
Proposition 64, which legalized the 
use of cannabis in California for medi-
cal and recreational use by those 
older than 21. However, the law al-
lows cities to continue to ban canna-
bis-related businesses or allow such 
businesses with local zoning laws 
and other restrictions or limitations.  

Issues related to the passage 
of Proposition 64 in Alameda will 
come before the City Council on 
Sept. 5. These include issuing li-
censes for cannabis businesses 
like dispensaries, facilities for cul-
tivation, manufacturing of cannabis 
products, laboratories to test for 
the drug’s purity and potency and 
quality-control facilities.

Locals Stand Against 
Racism, Violence

Volunteers 
Needed for  
Sweeney Park 

Sun Staff Reports
The Jean Sweeney Open Space 

Park Fund is working with the Alam-
eda Recreation & Parks Department 
to create a list of people and orga-
nizations who want to be notified 
when there are volunteer work days 
at the park. 

When a work day is scheduled, a 
request for volunteer participation 
will go out to those on the volunteer 
list. To add a name to the volunteer 
list, simply send an email volunteer@
sweeneyopenspacepark.org, put “vol-
unteer” in the subject line and include 
the name in the body of the email.

The first workday is planned 
for Saturday, Sept 16. A notification 
with details will be sent to those 
on the volunteer list. The Sept. 16 
workday will offer an opportunity to 
visit the park and see how construc-
tion is progressing. 

This first work day is limited to 
those 18 years and older, but young 
people who want to volunteer for 
future work days should email vol-
unteer@sweeneyopen spacepark.
org now so that they can be notified 
of future work days. 

Dennis Evanosky
Below, Alamedans gather at 

City Hall last Sunday, Aug. 13, to 
protest the violence at the Char-
lottesville, Va., white national-
ist rally the previous day. Three 
people lost their lives at Charlot-
tesville: Heather Heyer in what 
most consider an act of terror-

ism and Virginia State Troopers 
H. Jay Cullen and Berke Bates in 
a helicopter accident while per-
forming surveillance of the rally. 

Laura Fanning organized the 
Alameda protest, which more 
than 100 people attended, includ-
ing Vice-Mayor Malia Vella and 
Councilmember Jim Oddie.  

Courtesy Wikipedia

Residents can help the city 
determine how to regulate 
this plant Sunday.
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A small group 
of German 
Lutherans in 
Alameda began 
worshipping 
together in 1883.

Renters gather as fight for rent control continues

Jessica Chuidian-Ingersoll


